
        Justified By Grace Alone Through Faith Alone in Christ Alone   Rom. 3:21-28     11/3/13

I. Introduction: How can a person be just in God’s sight?  Job 9:2  Acts 16:30  Mt. 19:16

II. God is the sole source of your justification.  v. 21-23

A. You cannot make yourself righteous by law works.  v. 21a,20  Ga. 2:16  
1. Mankind wants to earn his salvation or at least to co-operate with God.
2. The law must be abandoned as a method of justification.  3:20                                
3. The law shows you your need for grace.  3:20b  Ga. 3:24

B. You need the righteousness which is from God.  v. 21b  Phil. 3:9
1. Only God can supply the perfect righteousness God demands.
2. God does not merely remove our guilt. He also positively bestows righteousness.

C. This way of salvation is revealed in the Old Testament –The Bible alone is our
authority (Sola Scriptura). v. 21c  4:3-6  Mt. 5:17-18  Luke 24:10f
1. Salvation by grace through faith in Christ’s redeeming work is foretold in the Law

and the Prophets. v. 22 4:3-6  Gen. 3:15 15:6  Hab. 2:4  Heb. 9:22  Jer. 31:31-34
2. The gospel is not contrary to the Old Testament law. Rather, it fulfills the law. 4:31

D. Every person needs this righteousness from God because of sin. v. 22b-23 
1. All have sinned  – in Adam our representative and personally. 5:12 1:18-3:20 
2. All fall short of the glory of God.  1:21-23  

E. The sole source of our righteousness is God’s free and sovereign grace – Grace Alone 
(Sola Gratia) .   v. 24b
1. Grace is God’s favor to us apart from any merit (and in spite of demerit).  8:3
2. There is nothing worthy in us which moved God to save us.  v. 23,10ff  II Ti. 1:9     
3. Salvation is of God’s grace from beginning to end.  I John 4:19  II Tim. 1:10

III. The nature of your justification is forensic (legal).  v. 24a 

A. Justification is the legal sentence issued by God in which He declares that you are
free from guilt and righteous in His sight. 
1. You are declared to have met all the requirements of God’s holy law and to

possess a perfect righteousness.
2. You are no longer liable to punishment.  8:1 
3. You are entitled to all the privileges due those who have kept the law.

B. Justification is a change of legal status.  Gen. 15:6
1. Justification is not to make righteous by effecting a change in character. 5:1,18-19
2. Justification is not merely a pardon.  You are declared righteous. Phil. 3:9

C. Justification comes only to those who have faith in Jesus (Sola Fide).  v. 22,25,26

IV. The sole ground of justification is the work of Christ (Solo Christo).  v. 24b-25a

A. God justifies us through the redemption accomplished by Christ.  v. 24b
1. Redemption is deliverance by means of a payment. v. 24b  Lev. 25:47f
2. The price of our redemption is the death of Christ.  Mark 10:45    I Pe. 1:18-19    

Heb. 9:11-12,15  Eph. 1:7  Rev. 5:9  Acts 20:28
3. The costliness of the gracious gift magnifies the generosity of the Giver. 



B. Redemption was accomplished through Christ’s propitiatory sacrifice. v. 25a  
1. Propitiation is the turning away of wrath by means of sacrifice.  v. 25a
2. God’s just and holy wrath is turned away by the shed blood of Christ. I Jo. 4:10

2:2  Rev. 5:9  Eph. 1:7  Acts 20:28  Heb. 9:11-14,22 10:19  I Jo. 1:7  Lev. 17:11
3. Some object to the concept of propitiation.
4. God’s holy wrath makes the atonement necessary. 3:25-26  1:18 2:5,8 3:5  
5. God takes initiative and does the propitiating. 5:8 8:3  I Jo. 4:10  II Co. 5:18-21

C. For whom did Christ make redemption and propitiate the wrath of God?   8:32  
John 10:11  Eph. 5:25  Rev. 5:9

V. Justification demonstrates God’s righteousness.  v. 25b-26        

A. Christ’s work publicly displays God’s justice.  4:5   Pr. 17:15  Deut. 25:1  Ex. 23:7
1. The cross vindicates God’s righteousness in overlooking past sins. v. 25b       
2. The cross vindicates God’s righteousness in presently forgiving sins.  v. 26a,31   
3. The cross makes God both just and the justifier of the ungodly.   Ps. 85:10
4. The cross is the only ground on which God has ever pardoned sin.

B. God will fully vindicate His justice.   Acts 14:16 17:30  
 
VI. The means by which you are justified is faith alone (Sola Fide).  v. 22,25,26

A. We are justified by faith in Christ Who has redeemed us and propitiated God’s
wrath against our sin by His blood.  4:5 5:1 Eph. 2:8-9

B. Your faith is not the meritorious grounds by which you earn your justification.
1. Some wrongly look upon faith as the one good work one does to earn God’s favor.
2. Faith is the channel by which you receive the benefits of the meritorious work of

Christ and are justified.
3. Even your faith is a gift from God.  Eph. 2:4-9  1 John 5:1

C. This way of salvation is for all without distinction.  v. 22b,29-30  Acts 4:12  John 14:6

VII. Concluding applications – God alone receives the glory in salvation (Soli Deo Gloria).
1 Cor. 1:30-31

Discussion Questions
1. Why can’t man make himself righteous?  v. 21a
2. In what way is the gospel proclaimed in the Old Testament?  v. 21b
3. What is the sole source of our salvation?
4. What is the nature of justification?  v. 24
5. On what ground does God declare us righteous?
6. What is redemption?  v. 26
7. Define propitiation.  v. 25a
8. How does God’s method of justification display His righteousness?  v. 25b-26
9. What is wrong with each of these statements?

A. God gives us right standing with Himself by making us innocent and virtuous.
B. God declares us righteous on the merits of our faith.
C. When God saw that mankind could not keep the law, He decided to send His Son

into the world.
D. Justification is simply a pardon from God.  


