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Our text this morning will be found right where we just spent our time reading Scripture 
this morning. Our text will come from Isaiah 35:8-10.

8 And an highway shall be there, and a way, and it shall be called The way
of holiness; the unclean shall not pass over it; but it shall be for those: the 
wayfaring men, though fools, shall not err therein. 9 No lion shall be there,
nor any ravenous beast shall go up thereon, it shall not be found there; but 
the redeemed shall walk there: 10 And the ransomed of the LORD shall 
return, and come to Zion with songs and everlasting joy upon their heads: 
they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.

Let us pray.

Dear heavenly Father, I thank thee, Lord, for this time, this time together this morning. 
We thank thee, Lord, for the word thou hast given us. We pray, Lord, that thou would 
attend this hour with power, with clarity, with strength and, Lord, may you give me 
liberty, liberty in this passage today to speak of thee who is life. O Lord, as we are 
brought away from this world and all the things and the sin that easily besets us, O Lord,
may you examine our hearts this morning, may you show us, Lord, if we indeed are in 
this way and, Lord, may you reveal what this way is. Bless this time now for he glory of 
thee, for thy name's sake. In Jesus' name I pray. Amen.

I read the chapter this morning first to hopefully save a little time in this message and I 
hope you see in the totality of this chapter, it is a promise of life. It is the promise of life 
that is in the Lord Jesus Christ for John wrote in 1 John 5:12, "He that hath the Son hath 
life and he that hath not the Son of God hath not life." 

In this life, in this chapter, we see it start off with the words "the wilderness" for our life 
here on this earth is in a wilderness. It's a barren land. I don't know if the Lord has 
revealed that to you in your life yet, I don't if you find this world to be a great place for 
you or a place that meets all of your needs, but for the child of God it is a wilderness. As 
we wander as you'll see in this passage and as Peter mentioned that we are strangers and 
pilgrims here, that tells me something that this is not my home. A wilderness is a place 
that's thirsty, that's dry, and I have to ask myself that: is there a dryness in me when I'm in
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the world and taking part of its activities? And living in this world is there a thirst that the
world cannot quench? Is there something or someone or a life that has extracted me from 
this world? 

And that's what we see in this passage this morning, it starts very first like in the first 
chapter. He says the wilderness and the solitary place shall be glad for them. Well, there's
only one way that can be. The child of God does not find a lot of joy in this world. We 
have been in a time of great affliction here in the last month or so or even more than that. 
Many of us have felt the afflictions. Many of us have seen the dryness that is in this land 
by watching the things and the news but what about your soul? I know that for me when I
compare life, the life that I live every day whether it be teaching, whether it be working, 
whether it be as a father, whether it be as a husband, if Christ has not filled that life, it is a
wilderness. It is empty. It is vanity.

But this passage today is really about the Gospel and the Lord preaching to his people 
that he has overcome this wilderness. It is the Lord triumphant. It is the time that he came
up out of the grave in great victory over death, over the grave itself, over Satan, over sin, 
over the bondage of the law, and all of these things because of the resurrection life in 
Christ, we have life in Christ.

As we look again today about not as much what the meaning of life is because the child 
of God knows that it's Christ, but life as we go through years and we have one year after 
another, for the child of God it's a journey. It's a journey down here on this earth but it 
has a great hope and expectation to it because of Christ and that hope is that one day 
when the pilgrimage is over, when the time here is done, that the Lord takes us to be with
him to a far greater place, a far greater place where there is no sin, there is no brokenness 
of this communion, but in his infinite mercy, in the depth of his mercy that endures 
forever, in that mercy he gives us glimpses of his communion and union with us. Us 
being in him. He gives that to us in this life and we experience that in this life. And as 
I've said many times as the Lord has put me in this place and up here talking to you, I 
pray that the Holy Spirit examines us today whether we be found in this way, whether 
this is the life, is Christ dwelling in us today? Is he life to us?

This is what this passage is all about. It says, the first two gives us an excellency of life 
being turned to the glory of the Lord in our soul; that all the things and the excellencies of
Lebanon and Carmel and Sharon, the glory of the Lord, the excellency of our God, he 
gives that to us here. Then the exhortation comes to strengthen the weak hands and to 
confirm the feeble knees. I've read many people who have talked about and preached 
from Isaiah and they call it the fifth Gospel because Isaiah had such a vision of Christ to 
come and this passage lends to that idea. I read even this week some comments from 
Jonathan Edwards who said that very thing. He said this passage reveals to us that Isaiah 
had a true understanding of Christ to come and he too used that same terminology, that 
this too is much like a Gospel when you look into Isaiah and the Holy Spirit takes you 
into the depths.
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That's what we have before us today, our strength, and notice how the child of God is 
described through this passage and you will see that in here and I've said it to you many 
times from up here, you must have a past and that past isn't something that's lived way 
back years ago. You must have a past that the Lord reveals to you daily that he has 
delivered you from because there are many times that we wander back to that past and 
that's the message of the Gospel of Christ being life, is that we do have weak hands, we 
do have feeble knees because the walk in this life is hard. It is hard. It is hard labor. 

"Say to them," this is verse 4, "that are of a fearful heart." The children of God live in this
life with a dual fear. We fear many things around us. That's the attacks of Satan. We fear 
when our flesh starts to dwindle or deteriorate in front of us. We fear that maybe this 
could be the end, maybe this could be the way that we end this life, and that is very much 
a fear of Satan coming to the child of God. Hebrews tells us that all our life we're subject 
to that fear. 

But we have many fears. We hear the rumors of wars, we hear the tyranny of man and 
how he oppresses other men and women, and we think of that and we look and we put 
ourselves in that place and fear comes over us. There is a fear of poverty. There is a fear 
of sickness. There is a fear that we're going to lose our mind. There is a fear that we're 
going to lose everything. If you follow the book of Job, that was Job's fear. He prayed 
many times that the Lord did not take his prosperity from him. But the Lord did. But the 
Lord did and then restored it to show him that life isn't in the things, life is in Christ. 

And that's what he says to Isaiah, "Say to them that are of a fearful heart, Be strong, fear 
not: behold, your God will come with vengeance." He comes with vengeance upon the 
enemies, the enemies that he has already defeated: Satan who is under his feet; the fear of
death that he has won by triumphantly coming up out of the grave; the grave itself. And 
as I've said, the Lord in his resurrection life when he comes to the soul of the child of 
God, there is deliverance. There is deliverance from the bondage of that fear. There is 
deliverance in the soul and the Lord showing that he is life and that he maintains life and 
that he holds life right in the palm of his hand, so to speak; that everything flows through 
him, by him, to him and for his glory.

"God will come with vengeance, even God with a recompence; he will come and save 
you." Salvation from the tyranny of life is only in Christ. Salvation from the bondage of 
sin is only from Christ. Only Christ can say, "Loosen his graveclothes and come forth," 
from the bondage that is certain to beset us here in this life. We are polluted every day by 
what we call life down here but Christ is triumphant over what we call life down here. He
is reigning. He is a living Lord.

"Even God with a recompence; he will come and save you." Then I want you to pay 
attention to 5 and 6. These are the people that the Lord has called. I pray the Holy Spirit 
puts you in this place where it's just you and the Lord now in this hour and he examines 
your soul and says to you, "Have I brought you from this place? Have you been blind? 
Have you been deaf? Have you been lame? Have you been without Christ?" 
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Then because of the salvation of the Lord, because he is life, "Then the eyes of the blind 
shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf shall be unstopped. You will see, I hope, by the 
power of the Lord that it is all of him. This way that is found in Christ, that is Christ, is 
all of him.

"Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf shall be unstopped. 
Then shall the lame man leap as an hart, and the tongue of the dumb sing: for in the 
wilderness shall waters break out." That's the power of the Holy Ghost. We still have 
times in this life where we are deaf, we are blind, we are lame. We need the strength of 
the Lord. We need the Lord to breathe life into us. Not a one time event but the Lord's 
presence every day in our life and the conviction of the Holy Spirit who convinces and 
convicts his people of sin, the sin that makes us lame, that makes us dumb, that makes us 
blind, that makes us deaf. The Lord is our Deliverer.

Then verse 7, "And the parched ground shall become a pool, and the thirsty land springs 
of water: in the habitation of dragons, where each lay, shall be grass with reeds and 
rushes." You see life, life being brought forth where the Lord brings deliverance.

Then we have in 8 through 10 our text today of the gloriousness of Christ. What is the 
Gospel but Christ himself?

He tells us, "an highway," and don't miss that. It's a highway. It's a way that's lifted up 
high above this earth. The Lord Jesus Christ said, "And I, if I be lifted up, will draw all 
men unto me." This highway is Christ himself.

"And an highway shall be there, and a way, and it shall be called The way of holiness." 
How do you know holiness but in Christ and by Christ?

Turn with me quickly, we'll go a couple times today to the Gospels. The first one we're 
going to go to familiar ground in John 14. I've read this many times. I've preached from 
this passage a couple of times and every time the Lord brings me to this passage I find 
kinship with Thomas. I still do. I do every day of my life because when the Lord reveals 
my need for him, the suitability of him, the sufficiency that's in him, he reveals to me 
how inadequate I am. Have you ever understood the beauty of Christ being the manna? 
The manna was given daily for the child of God to live daily upon the Lord. He was 
instructed not to take more than a day's worth. He couldn't because it would stink. The 
child of God lives upon Christ daily and that manna is Christ every day in his soul, in the 
manifestation of Christ in his soul. There is a way, that way is in Christ.

Look at chapter 14, "Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in 
me." That "let" as I've said many times, comes with power. That's the power of the Lord 
to bring our troubles and lay them at his feet, to show himself as triumphant and to give 
the faith, the faith of the Son of God that reveals that he is triumphant over all of our 
trials, over all of the things that trouble us.
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"In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to
prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and 
receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also." All of that is very plain 
language. The Lord must come again and again in our souls. He is prepared. Everything 
is found in Christ and it is prepared for him, he is ascended Lord, he is sitting at the right 
hand of the Father and everything that comes to the child of God comes through Christ 
and by Christ and we know that and that's good doctrine and that's good teaching. But the
Lord tells us here, he says, "I will come again," and he comes in the power of his Spirit to
reveal to us daily that the Lord has prepared all things for us. Romans 8:28 is for the 
people of God.

"There ye may be also." The kinship in the union and knowing that we're in Christ every 
day of our life comes from him. We are dependent to see this union and to know this 
union and if you don't believe that, stand with me and Thomas as we get to verse 5, "And 
whither I go ye know, and the way ye know." Jesus says that to his disciples, "And you 
know the way." And Thomas and Shawn say the same thing unto him daily, "Lord, we 
know not wither thou goest." I don't know, Lord, every day the way that you will lead me
this day. I don't know the depth of your salvation this day. I need to know it. Lord, how 
can I know it? 

"We know not whither thou goest; and how can we know the way?" How can we know 
this way that is set up in this wilderness for us? How can we know it? And Jesus' answer 
with such power comes and says, "I am the way. I am the way of holiness. I am the 
highway. I am the way that is set up for my children. It's my life."

"I am the way, the truth, and the life." In those three things the child of God has no lack. 
He has the way, he has the truth and the life. Everything is in Christ. To know our way, to
know the truth and to have life is found in Christ and Christ alone. Not in the newspaper. 
Not in yourself and your ability. Not in what you can reason. Every day of our life we are
just like Thomas. When we raise in the morning, we are dependent. The child of God are 
that way and do you know why? Because we have a carnal nature and as soon as the sun 
rises on the day, our mind is going to be on what's in that day for us; what we have to do; 
where we have to go; our own selves, how we feel. We must be shown the way. This way
of holiness and this highway that Christ has set up is himself and that's what I want you 
to see that Isaiah saw that Christ reigning is the highway.

"Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life," and understand this, "no man 
cometh unto the Father," no man can have the secret of life, no man can have life, no man
can understand religion, no man except by Christ, "by me. I am life. I am the way. I am 
the highway."

Now back to our text. "And an highway shall be there, and a way, and it shall be called 
The way of holiness." Holiness. Hebrews tells us that without holiness no man shall see 
the Lord. That's in Hebrews 12:14. Without holiness, no man can see the Lord. Where is 
holiness? How are you and I, fallen creatures, how are you and I, those have sinned 
countless times already today, how are we holy? We're told in 1 Thessalonians 4:7, Paul 
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writes, "For God hath not called us unto uncleanness, but unto holiness." That is a tall, 
tall calling. It is a high calling. How are you and I, is it something we can wrought out 
with our own hands? Have you ever tried to be holy?

1 Peter 1:15-16 says, "But as he which hath called you is holy," that's the key. "But as he 
which hath called you is holy," that holiness is treasured in Christ and Christ alone. If we 
live in this life and we are called to a life of holiness, that holiness must be the life of 
Christ. It's not your righteousness. It's not you keeping yourself from the rudiments of 
this world. It's not you keeping yourself from the wicked one. Holiness defined is the 
state of being holy, purity or integrity of moral character, freedom from sin. That last part
to me really sets off what holiness is. It's freedom from sin. That's the reigning of sin. 
That's the penalty of sin. That's the bondage of sin. Holiness in Christ is the remedy. We 
can't attain that holiness outside of Christ no matter how great your works are, no matter 
how much you give, no matter how much you study, no matter how much... Our holiness 
is in Christ alone.

"But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation." 
The next verse, 16, "Because it is written, Be ye holy." And if that's all it said, you and I 
would have a lot of trouble because we look around and we don't have much holiness 
every day. You know, that holiness, freedom from sin? But the rest of that verse says, 
"Be ye holy; for I am holy." Peter tells us as the revelation of the Holy Spirit tells us this 
morning, our holiness is in Christ alone. He is holy.

"An highway shall be there, and a way, and it shall be called The way of holiness." We 
can't mix what we think religion is with Christ. We can't mix our faith and duty works 
with what we think Christ's sufficiency or his finished work is. When Christ said, "It is 
finished," it was finished in himself. And all of life is contained in Christ and it is infused
to his children and they live by him, by his power and they will be willing, they will be 
holy in the day of the Lord's power. 

And we are holy in him. There are times in our lives and if you're like me, without faith 
it's impossible to believe this, but there are times in our lives we are holy. When there is 
sin not present, that's always in the new nature. But the Lord brings that out to show us 
that that is Christ taking our minds and our hearts from this life. Paul said he was caught 
up into the third heaven. And David said, "Lord, set me in that place." The saints knew 
what that place was, it was a place that they only saw the Lord. I hope as I say these 
words, that there are the saints in this room that say, "Yes, I'm aware of that place. The 
Lord has set me there times in my life. Oh, I want them to be more, I desire them to be 
more because I don't see myself there. I don't see my sin there." That's right. You see 
yourself bathed in the blood of Christ. You see yourself forgiven. You see yourself clean 
and washed by him. And you see yourself as a bride presented before the Father without 
spot or without blemish. But our fallen minds keep going back to what we are here, the 
carnality of what we are here, the flesh and the spot that remains in our flesh but our 
deliverance is in the Lord and he is most faithful to reveal it, his holiness, and that way 
that's in him, that way of holiness that's in him alone, that freedom from sin.
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We're told something about this, that it's a particular way; that this way, this highway that
Christ has lifted up which is him, is particular. "The unclean shall not pass over it." The 
unclean. You say, "Well, no, I'm very unclean today." We're talking about those not 
washed in the blood of the Lamb. It's particular. This way is not a way for all men. It's the
way, the strait and narrow gate that leads to salvation and it's Christ himself. It's not the 
wide way that leads to destruction, that many there be upon it today. And that should 
make you and I very sober, very sober to the people we meet, very sober to the people we
hear, very sober to the things that go into our ears and the people that we join ourselves 
to, that the Lord has particular people. Here's the commonality of those people, they are 
in this way where their holiness is in Christ alone; that Christ is the highway and the way.

"The unclean shall not pass over it; but it shall be for those." You want a description? 
You want a description of the people of God that all the religious world comes to today? 
"Oh, that's right, we're clean, we're wonderful people. We're something. Look at our 
works. I'm glad I'm not like that guy over there. I fast this many times in a week. I give 
my money to the poor. I give this. I fast this way. I give alms this way. I'm a pillar in my 
community." 

"It shall be for those: the wayfaring men." As I said, those who are on a journey, those 
whose life is not here, those who are pilgrims and strangers. Peter says it this way, 1 Peter
2:11, "Dearly beloved, I beseech you as strangers and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly 
lusts." Did you notice that? He calls the people of God strangers and pilgrims because 
that's what we are here on this earth. This isn't our home. This isn't the place to put your 
clutches in. And what is it that we war against? That's what Peter says, "abstain from 
fleshly lusts," that's what's down here, the fleshly lusts that take us from Christ; the 
fleshly lusts that take our mind from the Lord. You are a stranger and a pilgrim. Your 
way is a high way, it's not a low way. It's a high way. That's where Christ is.

"I beseech you as strangers and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts, which war against the
soul." That's what wars against this new nature that's in Christ, that's holy. It's the fleshly 
lusts of this world. These enemies come flooding in. Then we say, "Okay, so we're 
travelers, we're strangers, we're pilgrims. Okay, I understand so that means that I'm above
sin. That means that I separate myself and I live on this island and I'm so much better 
than all..." 

"Though fools." Well, that one kind of hits us right between the eyes. The way, the 
highway is for fools? Those who are foolish? Why are we foolish? Well, he's told us. 
That's what Peter just said. We've gotten entangled with the affairs of this life and it's 
foolish to do so. We have run as wandering sheep and it's foolish to do so. We have been 
full of unbelief. We have chased the lusts of our flesh. We have gotten so much into self 
and into this world and into these things. It's foolish. There is no other way to call it. It's 
not godliness, it's foolishness. 

But we're told that the Lord came to save sinners. He came to save sinners and when I 
read something like this, "though fools," I don't wear it as a badge. I don't walk around 
and go, "Well, I'm more foolish than y'all so the Lord came to save me." I have great 
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shame. I have great shame when the Lord shows me the cross and what he's done for me 
and what the price of his life was and yet I'm foolish. I still live and I don't believe what 
he's done. I don't rest in what he's done and when the Holy Spirit says to me, "You're not 
resting. You're not trusting. You don't have the faith of the Son of God. You have your 
faith." That's a very convicting place for me, a place that shows me how foolish I truly 
am; how much I need my Lord to take me away from that foolishness. 

And that's the thing, we're pilgrims, we're strangers, we're foolish, but here's the good 
news of the Gospel, we "shall not err therein." What? In Christ there is no err for the 
child of God. In Christ, in his holiness, in our new nature, there is no error. 1 Corinthians 
1:30 says this, "But of him," that's Christ, "of him are ye in Christ." That's how we are in 
Christ, by his power, by the power of the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost. We are in 
him, eternal vital union.

"But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God," it is of God's plan, it is of God's power, 
it is of God's will, "is made unto us." Is made unto us. That means we lack this without 
him. He is our wisdom. "He is made unto us wisdom," because we don't have any of 
ourselves. "He is made unto us righteousness," because ours is as filthy rags; ours is 
unholy; ours is foolish. Yes, do we walk the way of the fool? Yes. Is there salvation in 
Christ alone? Yes. Is there forgiveness in Christ alone? Yes. Oh, the gift of repentance is 
a gift of God to call his people, to reveal to his people that they have sinned against him 
and him alone. "If we say that we have not sinned, we are a liar and we have made the 
Lord a liar. We all sin and come short of the glory of God." But in Christ we don't. That 
new nature. Tell me when you hear that, when you as a pilgrim and a stranger on this 
earth hear what life in Christ is, do you not yearn? Do you not desire to be with him? I 
know your new nature does because it wars all the time down here. All the time with this 
old filthy man that we carry around.

"But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and 
righteousness, and sanctification." What is that? Holiness. We are made by him and in 
him we have righteousness, wisdom, sanctification and redemption. Salvation. We're 
going to talk about redemption here in a minute. That's what we have in this highway that
is lifted up. That is what the child of God has today. That's what we have in the day of the
Lord's power when he reveals it to us what we have so much greater than those that are 
not allowed to walk in this highway. It is particular. There is a precious elect remnant and
they are elected only and they are only that way by grace. Only by the deepness of the 
grace of God to save a sinner such as I that we won't err therein. And I don't look at 
anything in me to say, "Oh, okay. I can keep myself." Absolutely not. The Lord is my 
keeper. And this is a promise to the child of God in the life that Christ is in his soul.

Verse 9 says, "No lion shall be there." Now you are probably like me when you hear "the 
lion," you know that Satan comes that way as a roaring lion but everything mentioned 
here in 9 is against the child of God. It's the enemies here.

"No lion shall be there, nor any ravenous beast shall go up thereon." In this highway that 
is in Christ, we have no enemies. They are defeated. They can't touch us in Christ. They 
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cannot touch us there. In this highway when the Lord reveals himself, that's why I told 
you earlier when he takes our mind and he takes us to that place and he shows us that he 
is reigning, we don't see the enemy. We don't have the darts of Satan coming at us. We 
don't have the flesh rising up and the old nature coming up to war against the new nature. 
We don't have the world and all of it's allurements coming after us saying, "Come over 
here. Come over here. This is where life is." We don't see those things. And the time that 
the Lord takes us and these times are precious in this life, they are few, much fewer than 
the times that we have fighting, but when the Lord comes, he reveals this place where the
enemy cannot touch us. That's what he says here, "No lion shall be there, nor any 
ravenous beast shall go up thereon, it shall not be found there."

Turn with me over to what Zechariah had to say in Luke 1. You remember his tongue 
was kept from speaking until John was born and then it was loosed. In verse 67, listen to 
what he says here, "And his father Zacharias was filled with the Holy Ghost, and 
prophesied, saying, Blessed be the Lord God of Israel; for he hath visited and redeemed 
his people, And hath raised up an horn of salvation," that's this highway, that's Christ 
himself, "for us in the house of his servant David; As he spake by the mouth of his holy 
prophets, which have been since the world began: That we should be saved from our 
enemies, and from the hand of all that hate us; To perform the mercy promised to our 
fathers, and to remember his holy covenant; The oath which he sware to our father 
Abraham, That he would grant unto us, that we being delivered out of the hand of our 
enemies might serve him without fear, In holiness and righteousness before him, all the 
days of our life." Have you ever read that? He prophesied of Christ being the life of the 
people of God, that holiness is found in Christ and that the Christ who hadn't even been 
born at this moment, would be triumphant over all the enemies and all of them that hate. 
You say, "Well, there's not many..." Listen, your flesh hates you. The world hates you. I 
don't care how nice and sweet it seems to be, they hate your Lord if you be a child of 
God. And Satan certainly hates you. These enemies are not good for the soul of the child 
of God and must be put down and defeated and the Lord is pleased to show us that he is 
triumphant over those things and it's only in Christ. It is only by him.

But it also says at the end of this verse, "but the redeemed shall walk there." We've heard 
that word a couple of times, redeemed. "Redeemed" means "ransomed; delivered from 
bondage, distress and penalty by paying the equivalent; to purchase back; to liberate; to 
rescue." Do you see your Savior there who has purchased your life because he has paid 
the debt of all the sin that you have committed, past, present and future? And he has put it
away and he has paid that debt with his blood, with his life, so that we might have life in 
him, so that we will have life in him. This is the depth of the Gospel. He has redeemed 
us. He has bought us back. You who were dead in sins and trespasses, you who were 
fallen in Adam, Christ has said, "This is my child. I have paid the price to the fullest and 
to the most extent and there will never be another debt owed because I've paid it all. I've 
paid it all. I've stood in their place. I have absorbed the wrath of my Father against that 
sin for them and for them alone." 

"The redeemed shall walk there." Only the redeemed. Only those who have been saved 
by the grace of God. Only those who have been brought back from certain death. 
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Revelation 5:9 says, "And they sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the 
book, and to open the seals thereof: for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by 
thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation." That's beautiful too 
because it shows us sovereign election. It's not a denomination, it's not a race, it's not a 
national, it's all in him. His church is perfect. His church was elected before the 
foundation of the world with no dependency upon man to add to it, to take from it. It's all 
of the Lord and his preserving of his people, the redeemed.

This highway is for the redeemed. As I said from the beginning, does the Lord reveal to 
you this life? Have you been saved from something? Has he paid the debt of your sin? If 
he has, if he has, if he's revealed that to you, then verse 10 comes. "And the ransomed," 
the redeemed, "of the LORD shall return." We see that word "shall return" means that 
they came from a foreign place; they came from one alienated from God but joined now 
by the Mediator, joined now by the Intercessor, joined now in this highway by the 
Conductor of the highway himself who is this highway.

"And the ransomed of the LORD shall return, and come to Zion with songs and 
everlasting joy upon their heads: they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and 
sighing shall flee away." You see in this verse the return that the Lord has brought us 
from a place as we started today, we started with verses 5 and 6 and we talked about the 
death, we talked about the lame, we talked about the blind. Has the Lord brought you 
from death? Has he brought you from lameness? Has he given you strength in him alone?
Has he given you the eyes to see by faith alone? All of this is by him. Has he brought us 
to worship him in that way? Because if he has, joy is there, joy being a fruit of the Spirit.

Nehemiah said it this way in 8:10, he said, "Then he said unto them, Go your way, eat the
fat, and drink the sweet, and send portions unto them for whom nothing is prepared: for 
this day is holy unto our Lord: neither be ye sorry; for the joy of the LORD is your 
strength." Every day we need the joy of the Lord to be our strength and how is joy 
revealed to us but by Christ's life in our soul and what he has accomplished for us, what 
he has done in our place, the penalty he paid in our place, the life that we have now 
because of his death and because of his life and because of his ascension. And what the 
child of God has here on this earth in part, he will have so much more perfectly in the 
days to come when he takes us from this place.

The last verse I'll share with you today is Revelation 21:4, "And God shall wipe away all 
tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither
shall there be any more pain: for the former things are passed away." That last part, what 
are the former things? Are there former things in your life? You know, this pilgrimage 
that we have here grows in the grace and knowledge of the Lord. It's not a sanctification 
that we become holy before we leave, as Wesley said. No. We'll always grapple with sin. 
We'll always have that spot that remains. But the child of God does grow and he's 
conformed to the image of his Lord. He grows in the grace and knowledge of the Lord, in
the depth of what the Lord reveals him and that's what I ask you today. May the Holy 
Spirit reveal to us today, has he revealed this to you, that he has been your life, that he is 
your life, and that everything in him consists in him?
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Our passage one more time, 

8 And an highway shall be there, and a way, and it shall be called The way
of holiness; the unclean shall not pass over it; but it shall be for those: the 
wayfaring men, though fools, shall not err therein. 9 No lion shall be there,
nor any ravenous beast shall go up thereon, it shall not be found there; but 
the redeemed shall walk there: 10 And the ransomed of the LORD shall 
return, and come to Zion with songs and everlasting joy [notice that 
everlasting joy] upon their heads: they shall obtain joy and gladness, and 
sorrow and sighing [two marks of the child of God here in this life, sorrow
and sighing] shall flee away. 

May the Lord give us a view of what we have today, what we have to come, and what we
have so perfectly in Christ and Christ alone, this joy that he gives that no man can take 
from us.

Dear heavenly Father, may you add thy power and they clarity for thy name's sake. May 
you be glorified. In Jesus' name I pray. Amen.
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