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1 Chronicles 29:11 (ESV) “Yours, O Lord, is the greatness and the power and the glory and the victory and the majesty, for all 
that is in the heavens and in the earth is yours. Yours is the kingdom, O Lord, and you are exalted as head above all.”  
 
Haggai 2:8 “‘The silver is Mine and the gold is Mine,’ declares the Lord of hosts.” 
 
Haggai 1:3-6 (ESV) “Then the word of the Lord came by the hand of Haggai the prophet, ‘Is it a time for you yourselves to dwell 
in your paneled houses, while this house [the temple] lies in ruins? Now, therefore, thus says the Lord of hosts: Consider your 
ways. You have sown much, and harvested little. You eat, but you never have enough; you drink, but you never have your fill. 
You clothe yourselves, but no one is warm. And he who earns wages does so to put them into a bag with holes.’” 
 
“Materialism is a doctrine that the only or the highest value or objectives lie in material well being and in the furtherance of 
material progress.”  
 
“A materialist attaches the wrong price tags to the things of this world and the things of God.”                               ─Randy Alcorn  
 
“[Materialism] enslaves [people]─it will work you till you die. And after it has conquered your poor soul, its haunting laughter can 
be heard howling through the chambers of hell. And then it seeks out another hapless unsuspecting victim─an ambitious fellow 
who wants just a little bigger slice of the good life.”                                                                                                 ─Patrick Morley 
 

I.       The Detection of Materialism 
 

A. The Attention Test 
 

Colossians 3:2 “Set your mind on the things above, not on the things that are on earth.” 
 

B. The Affection Test 
 

1 Timothy 6:10a “For the love of money is a root of all sorts of evil…” 
 
1 John 2:15 “Do not love the world nor the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not 
in him.” 

 
 
II.      The Devastation of Materialism 
 

Jeremiah 2:11b-13 “But My people have changed their glory for that which does not profit. ‘Be appalled, O heavens, at 
this, and shudder, be very desolate,’ declares the Lord. ‘For My people have committed two evils: They have forsaken Me, 
the fountain of living waters, to hew for themselves cisterns, broken cisterns that can hold no water.’” 
 
 
A. Materialism Distracts Us From Our Purpose 
 
 

Philippians 1:20 (NKJV) “according to my earnest expectation and hope that in nothing I shall be ashamed, but with 
all boldness, as always, so now also Christ will be magnified in my body, whether by life or by death.”  

 
 

Hosea 13:6 (NIV) “When I fed them, they were satisfied; when they were satisfied, they became proud; then they 
forgot me.” 

 



B. Materialism Deprives Us of Contentment 
 

“Normal is getting dressed in clothes that you buy for work, driving through traffic in a car that you are still paying for, 
in order to get to the job that you need so you can pay for the clothes, car, and the house that you leave empty all day 
in order to afford to live in it.”                                                                                                                  ─Ellen Goodman 

 
 

Ecclesiastes 5:10 (NIV) “Whoever loves money never has enough; whoever loves wealth is never satisfied with their 
income. This too is meaningless.”  
 
 
Philippians 4:11 “Not that I speak from want, for I have learned to be content in whatever circumstances I am.”  
 
 
“Christian contentment is the God-given ability to be satisfied with the loving provision of God in any and every 
situation.”                                                                                                                                                  ─Charles Kelley 

 
 
 
 
III.     The Defeat of Materialism 
 
 

A. Choose a Pilgrim’s Mindset 
 

Hebrews 11:13 (NKJV) “These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them afar off were 
assured of them, embraced them and confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth.”  
 
1 Peter 2:11 (NKJV) “Beloved, I beg you as sojourners and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts which war against the 
soul.” 
 
“If a man have Christ in his heart, heaven before his eyes, and only as much temporal blessing as is just needful to 
carry him safely through life, then pain and sorrow have little to shoot at.”                                               ─William Burns 
 
Most people on earth believe that we are citizens here in the land of the living headed for a strange place in the land 
of the dying. The truth is, for us who belong to Christ, we are strangers and pilgrims here in the land of the dying, 
headed for home where we will live with Christ for eternity and never die.  
 
Philippians 3:20 “For our citizenship is in heaven, from which also we eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus 
Christ.” 

 
 

B. Choose a Proper Master 
 

Luke 16:13 “No servant can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or else he will be 
devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth.” 
 
 
“God, do you really expect less of me ─who has Your Holy Spirit within and lives in the wealthiest society in human 
history ─than you demanded of the poorest Israelite?”                                                                            ─Randy Alcorn 
 
 
“Any Christian under grace that would do less than a Jew under the law is a disgrace to grace”.          ─Adrian Rogers 
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Review: 

In the last sermon, we saw that the fundamental issue, when it comes to an eternal perspective, is the 
issue of ownership. You will never understand or live in daily fellowship with God until you get settled 
the issue of ownership.  

Here are the facts:  

Fact 1: In reality we truly own nothing. We came into this world with nothing and we leave every 
material thing behind when we die.  

Fact 2: God owns everything! We may hold an earthly title or bill of sale, but from an eternal 
perspective, it is God that owns it all. 1 Chronicles 29:11 (ESV): “Yours, O Lord, is the greatness and the 
power and the glory and the victory and the majesty, for all that is in the heavens and in the earth is 
yours. Yours is the kingdom, O Lord, and you are exalted as head above all.”  

We boast about our net worth, but God says in Haggai 2:8: “‘The silver is Mine and the gold is Mine,’ 
declares the Lord of hosts.” In reality, the monetary net worth of all human beings is zero. From an 
eternal perspective, the financial net worth of Donald Trump is zero. The net worth of Bill Gates is zero. 
The net worth of Warren Buffet is zero. The net worth of the oil sultans in the Middle East added together 
is zero. When they die they will leave it all behind. When it comes to material things, this is the eternal 
perspective. 

The task that God has given His children here on planet earth is to manage His assets and carry out His 
plan for the distribution of those assets. The word for one who manages assets for the owner is “steward.” 
When we speak of stewardship, we are talking about how we are to manage the assets of the owner in a 
way that pleases Him. Any Christian who loses sight of the fact that God is the owner, and begins 
allocating, spending, and investing the assets in the way that they desire is, in reality, an embezzler.  

Here is my fear as I present these four messages to you. I fear that many will give lip service to this truth 
about God’s ownership, and then just go on behaving as if it is their own assets they are spending and 
investing. God is not pleased with lip service (saying one thing and doing something completely 
different). God demands obedience. When God’s people ignore His ownership and His will as to how His 
possessions are to be handled, He can choose to take it all away.  

Listen to the unique way that God describes that “taking away.” Some seventy years after the Babylonians 
had taken Judah captive and destroyed the temple that Solomon had built, many of the Israelites were 
allowed by the Persian King Cyrus to return to Jerusalem. God gave them the task of rebuilding the 
temple. Instead of obeying the owner, they misappropriated the funds that were for the rebuilding of the 
temple and started building plush houses for themselves.  We read about it in Haggai 1:3-6 (ESV): “Then 
the word of the Lord came by the hand of Haggai the prophet, ‘Is it a time for you yourselves to dwell in 
your paneled houses, while this house [the temple] lies in ruins? Now, therefore, thus says the Lord of 
hosts: Consider your ways. You have sown much, and harvested little. You eat, but you never have 
enough; you drink, but you never have your fill. You clothe yourselves, but no one is warm. And he who 
earns wages does so to put them into a bag with holes.’” 

This truth of God’s ownership is not complicated; it is very practical. It really should affect and even 
control what you invest in, how much you spend, how much you save, how much you give, and to whom 
or what you give. If this isn’t sounding revolutionary, you’ve missed the point and I fear that you may be 
just giving lip service instead of obedience. 

In this message, we are going to examine the greatest enemy of stewardship and an eternal perspective. 
That greatest enemy is called materialism. In reality, materialism is a false God. “A materialist attaches 
the wrong price tags to the things of this world and the things of God.” [Randy Alcorn, Money, Possessions, and 
Eternity, page 32]  



Materialism is a horrible thing. It is when the desire for stuff takes precedence over God’s direction as to 
how His assets are to be used and apportioned. Materialism is a monster that feeds on our greed, our 
desire to impress others, and to seek to find our self-worth in what we possess. I think that the best 
description of materialism I have read is this: “[Materialism] enslaves [people] – it will work you till you 
die. And after it has conquered your poor soul, its haunting laughter can be heard howling through the 
chambers of hell. And then it seeks out another hapless unsuspecting victim – an ambitious fellow who 
wants just a little bigger slice of the good life.” [Patrick Morley, The Man in the Mirror, page 131] 

Materialism, this evil enemy of an eternal perspective is sneaky. The people who are controlled by it are 
often not even aware that their spiritual life has been sucked out by this evil monster. Because 
materialism is so sneaky and deceptive, some scholars say that as many as one in ten verses in the 
Gospels deal with our relationship to material things. 

 

I.  The Detection of Materialism  

One of the reasons that materialism is so dangerous is that it camouflages itself so effectively. Oftentimes 
it is praised in the world system in which we live as being “successful.” We also need to be cautioned not 
to think that only those who have a lot of material things can be “materialistic.” In reality, a person can 
have very little material goods and be “eaten up” with materialism. On the other hand, I have known 
people who were very wealthy and yet were not controlled by their material things, and actually, end up 
giving most of it away. What follows are two tests to help us examine ourselves to see if we are affected by 
materialism.  

A.  The Attention Test  

What demands the bulk of your attention? What is your mind typically set on? Where is your focus? 
What do you think about when your mind is in neutral? Certainly, some attention must go to money, 
investments, retirement funds, etc. But when those thoughts are the main occupiers of your attention, 
then you likely have a problem with this enemy of an eternal perspective – this thing called materialism. 
The Bible says in Colossians 3:2: “Set your mind on the things above, not on the things that are on earth.” 

B.  The Affection Test  

Money and stuff are not characterized in the Bible as being evil. They are, however, dangerous. 1 Timothy 
6:10a: “For the love of money is a root of all sorts of evil…” God created us to love people and use money, 
but many materialists tend to love money and use people. When your affection is set on wealth (more and 
more income so we can obtain more and more), the monster of materialism likely has wrapped its 
tentacles around your neck and is choking out your love for God and the things of God. What is the object 
of your love? 1 John 2:15: “Do not love the world nor the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, 
the love of the Father is not in him.” 

It is actually very dangerous when our affection is set on money and the stuff money can buy. This 
affection for money and stuff is so dangerous because that lust to accumulate more and more wealth 
tends to become the source of a person’s identity. Instead of seeing our identity as being in Christ (which 
never changes), it is often placed in the stuff we accumulate. One psychologist asked a perceptive 
question. He said, “If I am what I have, and what I have is lost, then who am I?” That is why the economic 
woes hit many people so hard. They are not just losing retirement accounts and net worth; they are losing 
their identity.  

In hard economic times, very few of the people who are most devastated are worried about losing the 
basic necessities of life (food, clothing, and shelter); they are losing the possessions that provide their 
identify of being successful and of great worth. In 2008 when America’s economic crisis started rocking 
the world, we saw a large spike in suicides. It was not so much in the middle class or even the poorer 
people; it was in the “high rollers,” the wealthy and often famous. For example, the acting chief financial 
officer of Freddie Mac, the Federal Home Loan Mortgage Corporation, hanged himself in his basement. 
The chief executive of Sheldon Good, a leading U. S. real estate auction firm, shot himself in the head 
behind the wheel of his red Jaguar. A money manager who invested in Bernie Madoff’s Ponzi scheme and 
lost 1.4 billion dollars of his client’s money slit his wrists and died in his Madison Avenue office. When a 



Bear Stearns executive learned that he would not be hired by the company that bought his collapsed firm, 
he took a drug overdose and jumped from the twenty-ninth floor of his office building.  

That is sad, incredibly sad. Did these folks and others take their lives because they were afraid that they 
couldn’t buy food or have a place to live out of the elements? No, those things were not even on their 
radar. They took their own life because what they loved, and that from which they derived their identity, 
was gone. The basic message of the Bible about money is that money is not evil, but money is dangerous. 
Take great care that it does not capture your affections and determine your identity.  

 

II.  The Devastation of Materialism  

Materialism is way more devastating than most people could even imagine. When our love, our affection, 
and our focus is on money and stuff, God responds in some ways that are not pleasant. In Joshua 7 when 
a man named Achan, because of his materialism, took some spoils of a battle that no one was to touch, it 
cost him his life. In Numbers 22 (and following) when a man named Balaam desired to curse the people 
of God for money, he was judged by God. It was Solomon’s lust for more and more money and wealth 
that led him to disobey God’s law concerning the prohibition against obtaining large amounts of horses, 
gold, silver, and multiple wives. Solomon became a cynical old man who lamented that he had 
substituted prestige, money, and hundreds of wives for a humble walk with God. Materialism is indeed 
devastating. The bottom line is that materialism is an unsuccessful attempt to find meaning, joy, and 
identity in something other than Christ, and in a place other than heaven. While there are many ways 
that materialism devastates us, I want to share just two. 

A.  Materialism Distracts Us from Our Purpose  

The central message of the Bible, when it comes to our purpose, is that we exist to glorify God, to make 
His name famous, and to magnify Him. Philippians 1:20 (NKJV): “according to my earnest expectation 
and hope that in nothing I shall be ashamed, but with all boldness, as always, so now also Christ will be 
magnified in my body, whether by life or by death.”  

When materialism begins to control us, magnifying, glorifying God, and making His name famous is 
choked out. Listen to how our God describes it in the Old Testament. Hosea 13:6 (NIV): “When I fed 
them, they were satisfied; when they were satisfied, they became proud; then they forgot me.” That is the 
primary devastation of materialism. 

B.  Materialism Deprives Us of Contentment 

In America, I fear that our obsession with more is the main reason that we as a nation are so discontent. 
Ellen Goodman, a Pulitzer Prize winning journalist, described the mess our discontentment and our 
obsession for more has gotten us in here in America. “Normal is getting dressed in clothes that you buy 
for work, driving through traffic in a car that you are still paying for, in order to get to the job that you 
need so you can pay for the clothes, car, and the house that you leave empty all day in order to afford to 
live in it.” [Source Unknown] That’s just not very smart!  

In America, we seem to have an obsession with more. We want more money, more luxuries, more square 
footage in a house, more clothes, more luxurious cars, more inches and channels on our big screen TV, 
more speakers with our surround sound, and more capabilities on our cell phone, lap top, and tablet. 
That is a description of materialism!  

I have had the privilege of being in a number of countries on mission. Do you know where I have found 
the most contentment? It is in third world countries! These people struggle just for the necessities of life.  
The clothes that covered their bodies were worn out, many went bare footed, their shelter was often a 
mud hut, their food was from what they had grown, but their love for the Lord puts us to shame. It 
becomes so obvious when you are with them, for even a short period of time, that they are content and 
rejoice daily in the Lord. We have so much stuff, but little contentment. A good description is in 
Ecclesiastes 5:10 (NIV): “Whoever loves money never has enough; whoever loves wealth is never satisfied 
with their income. This too is meaningless.”  

The Apostle Paul said this about contentment in Philippians 4:11: “Not that I speak from want, for I have 
learned to be content in whatever circumstances I am.” Here is the best definition I’ve found of 



contentment: “Christian contentment is the God-given ability to be satisfied with the loving provision of 
God in any and every situation.” [Charles Kelley, quoted in David Jeremiah, Turning toward Joy, page 191] 

Materialism destroys that contentment. 

 

III.  The Defeat of Materialism 

The defeat of materialism will not be brought about by making small tweaks in our approach to life. 
Sometimes it will involve major surgery. I think we can see the defeat of materialism by doing two things 
that are easy to communicate but painful to implement. 

A.  Choose a Pilgrim’s Mindset 

There are several places in the Scriptures where we are called pilgrims. Hebrews 11:13 (NKJV): “These all 
died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them afar off were assured of them, 
embraced them and confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth.” A pilgrim is someone 
on a journey in a place that is not the land of their citizenship. A stranger is someone away from home 
and a pilgrim is someone on their way home. When we lose that eternal perspective, and begin to see this 
world as home we get into all kinds of trouble. We begin to see unimportant things as being important 
and we begin to see important things as trivial. When we begin to see this earth as our home, we set 
about trying to lay up earthly riches and building security here. In doing this, we slip into the bondage of 
materialism. Materialism ties us to this world and warps our perspective. Soon we begin to see everything 
out of focus. 

Most people on earth believe that we are citizens here in the land of the living, headed for a strange place 
in the land of the dying. The truth is, for us who belong to Christ, we are strangers and pilgrims here in 
the land of the dying, headed for home where we will live with Christ for eternity and never die. In reality, 
this world is not our home; we are just passing through. Philippians 3:20: “For our citizenship is in 
heaven, from which also we eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ.”  

We are not citizens of this place. We are on a journey home and people on a journey have a better trip 
when they travel light. A pilgrim mindset will lead us to see that our money and possessions are not 
meant to be stockpiled as a symbol of our worth; our money and possessions are to be used for eternal 
purposes.  

B.  Choose a Proper Master 

Luke 16:13: “No servant can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or else 
he will be devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth.” It is not that it is 
difficult; it is impossible. Without shame, I am calling you – God’s people – to be open to what God is 
calling you to do. If we are going to carry out that which I am convinced that God is calling us to do with 
the revitalization of dying churches, with FBA, with reaching out in north Knox County, and with 
continuing to take the Gospel to the unreached, then we must step up the giving. Who is your master? It 
is either God or wealth.  

For some, the starting place is the tithe (one-tenth of your income). Giving a tenth of what God allows us 
to earn was practiced hundreds of years before God gave the law to Moses. In the New Testament after 
the coming of the Holy Spirit to indwell believers, there is not a command to tithe, but proportional 
giving is clearly taught (1 Corinthians 16:1-20). Many of the early church fathers taught tithing as the 
beginning point of giving (Origen, Jerome and Augustine). There are many who teach that tithing is for 
the old covenant and today we practice grace giving. I don’t have a real problem with that unless you are 
using it as an excuse not to give. All that we do is by His grace and that would include our giving.  

Randy Alcorn proposes a question to ask if you are one of the “grace givers” proponents: “God, do you 
really expect less of me – who has Your Holy Spirit within and lives in the wealthiest society in human 
history – than you demanded of the poorest Israelite?” [Randy Alcorn, The Treasure Principle, page 61] 

The main difference between being under grace and under law is in the area of motivation and ability. 
Under the new covenant, we have a new heart that desires to go way beyond the law because we love the 
Lord and also He gives us the ability to go beyond the law. I’m waiting for someone who says, “I don’t 
give ten percent because that is law and I am under grace and so I delight in giving fifty percent of my 



income because I love God and have been so blessed by Him.” Adrian Rogers used to say, “Any Christian 
under grace that would do less than a Jew under the law is a disgrace to grace.” I believe that tithing is 
the path to get us on the road to giving. The tithe is not our finishing point in giving; it is our beginning 
point.  

We need to step up and begin to act and think like stewards and pilgrims and give ridiculously (as the 
world would see it) in order to see God use us to carry out His plans here, and indeed, around the world.   
 
 


