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Be Fruitful and MULTIPLY 

John 15:1-17 

 

Fruit Bearing A-Z 

❖ From start to finish, the Bible is full of all sorts of pictures 

and illustrations about fruit bearing and living a fruitful life 

 Genesis 1:11, Revelation 22:1-2 

 for Israel, the agricultural cycle is linked to God’s 

blessings and curses 

 Genesis 1:22, 28-29 

❖ Fruit bearing is made more difficult, painful, and labor 

intensive due to sin 

 God promises to “roll things back” to their original 

condition 

 as part of God’s fulfillment of this promise, God gives 

His people the privilege and opportunity to produce 

spiritual fruit as well 

❖ God produces fruit in our lives that is designed to make 

Himself attractive and appealing 

 God uses this fruit draws others to Himself 

 this is fruit for which we have total responsibility as well 

as total dependence 

Jesus and Fruit bearing 

❖ In John 15, Jesus indicates that fruit bearing is a preeminent 

feature of the Christian life 

 Jesus describes a progression in how the fruit bearing 

process shows up in and shines out of our lives 

 fruit, more fruit (15:2) 

 do not be content with little fruit 

 desire and seek to produce more fruit in your 

personal growth of Christian character, service, 

evangelism and other blessings 

 much fruit (15:8) 

 bearing much fruit brings glory to God 

 do you want to bear much fruit? 

 fruit that will last (15:16) 

 much of what we devote our time and energy to 

has no lasting significance 

 only the fruit produced in the life of a believing 

Christian will last 

 is Jesus at work in you producing His fruit or is it just 

you working? 

  



Totally Responsible AND Totally Dependent 

❖ How are we meant to live in this balance of being totally 

responsible and totally dependent for producing fruit that 

will last? 

 Paul describes his own pursuit of bearing fruit for God 

with words like “press on” and “straining forward” 

 Paul tells his young protégé, Timothy that he must “train 

himself” to be godly 

❖ Paul’s words in Philippians 2:12-13 get at the heart of this: 

work out your own salvation with fear and trembling, for it 

is God who works in you, both to will and to work for his 

good pleasure.  

❖ Jesus gives us more helpful information in the parable He 

tells in Mark 4:26-29 

 there are things WE need to do (scatter the seed, gather 

the harvest, even get a good night’s sleep!) 

 there are things that only GOD can do 

 cause the seed to sprout and grow 

 cause the earth to produce by itself 

❖ When we know what our part is, when we do our part (no 

more, no less) when all the conditions for growth are right 

and healthy, growth happens... all by itself 

 

Personal Application 

1. Are you aware of Jesus at work producing His fruit within 

your life, or is it just you working? 

2. Do you have a longing to produce “more fruit”, or are you 

content with things staying the way they are in your life. 

Why is this the case? 

3. Meditate on Philippians 2:12-13. How do you see this 

balance between total responsibility and total dependence 

working itself out in your life? 


