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Prayer 

Introduction 

For today 
● The strong city 26:1-21 

 
(9:35) 

 

The Strong City 26:1-21 

Fourth oracle in the third series on “Where is true security?” 
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God’s people in the world.   
● In Is 17 Ephraim chose to trust in Aram, found her cities forsaken and deserted.  
● In Is 22 Judah chose self-reliance, Jerusalem was overrun.   
● Here, God’s people are characterized by righteousness, faith, peace, salvation, and inhabit a 

strong city. 

3rd elaboration of the fall of the world city 

Structure 
● Secure in a Strong City 26:1-4 
● Foes Brought Down 26:5-6 
● The Way of the Righteous: Straight and Growing 26:7-9 
● The Way of the Wicked: Blindness and Destruction 26:10-11 
● God Establishes Peace 26:12-15 
● Failure of the Nation 26:16-18 
● God accomplishes His Purpose 26:19 
● Security and Judgment 26:20-21 

 

 
  



 

Secure in a Strong City 26:1-4 

1 In that day this song will be sung in the land of Judah: “We have a strong city; he sets up salvation as 
walls and bulwarks. 2  Open the gates, that the righteous nation that keeps faith may enter in.  3  You 
keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on you, because he trusts in you.  4  Trust in the Lord 
forever, for the Lord God is an everlasting rock. 

● Here God’s people are secure in a strong city. 
● In that day. 

○ In the millennium. 
● V1 The strong city 

○ he sets up salvation as walls and bulwarks 
■ God’s salvation is the city’s fortification. 
■ As 2 Pet 1:5 ...who by God’s power are being guarded through faith for a 

salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 
○ Contrast the outcome for the world city in 25:2: a heap...a ruin...it will never be rebuilt. 

● V2 Entrance criteria 
○ Open the gates.  

■ Picture of pilgrims requesting entrance to a city prepared for them.  
○ the righteous nation that keeps faith 

■ Not righteous by deeds but by faith 
● V3 Perfect peace  

○ perfect peace.  
■ Lit peace, peace: Complete. 

○ You keep him.  
■ Done by the LORD. 

○ whose mind is stayed on you,  
■ Internal. A settled decision. 

○ because he trusts in you.  
■ External. Exercising faith. 

● V4 Exhortation  
○ Trust in the Lord forever 

■ Have the settled decision of v3. 
○ for the Lord God is an everlasting rock 

■ Basis is God’s character. 
■ Everlasting stability and provision. 

 

 
  



 

Foes Brought Down 26:5-6 

5 For he has humbled the inhabitants of the height, the lofty city. He lays it low, lays it low to the 
ground,  
casts it to the dust.  6  The foot tramples it, the feet of the poor, the steps of the needy.  

● The world city, proud and lofty, is brought down. 
● V5 The city brought down. 

○ For he has humbled.  
■ Done by God. 

○ lofty city.  
■ Not named. The world city opposed to God. 

○ humbled...lays it low, lays it low to the ground,  
casts it to the dust. 

■ Four descriptions of complete destruction  
● V6 The role of the believers 

○ The foot tramples it 
■ After the battle 
■ Only to walk on the remains. 

 

 
  



 

The Way of the Righteous: Straight and Growing 26:7-9 

7 The path of the righteous is level; you make level the way of the righteous.  8  In the path of your 
judgments, O Lord, we wait for you;   your name and remembrance are the desire of our soul.  9  My 
soul yearns for you in the night; my spirit within me earnestly seeks you. For when your judgments are 
in the earth, the inhabitants of the world learn righteousness.  

● Here is the way of the righteous: in the world, preserved through faith, longing for God, growing 
in grace. 

● V7 The way of the righteous 
○ The righteous.   

■ Those righteous by faith. 
○ Level...level 

■ Straight.  Made level. 
● V8 The practice of the righteous 

○ In the path of your judgments. 
■ Judgments. Laws. 
■ Obedience to the divinely appointed path.  Not seeking their own way. 

○ we wait for you. 
■ Contentment in patient faith. 

○ your name and remembrance are the desire of our soul. 
■ Desire is to know God 
■ Based on revealed truth. 

● Name.  What God has revealed about Himself. 
● Remembrance.  Cultivated memory of what He has done. 

● V9 The progress of the righteous 
○ Yearns for you in the night...earnestly seeks you 

■ Earnestly seeks: looks early 
■ Desire at all times. 
■ To know God is the object. 

○ For when your judgments are in the earth, the inhabitants of the world learn 
righteousness. 

■ Note the parallel between learning righteousness and knowing God. 
■ Means is obedience to God’s judgments. 

 

 
  



 

The Way of the Wicked: Blindness and Destruction 26:10-11 

10  If favor is shown to the wicked, he does not learn righteousness;   in the land of uprightness he deals 
corruptly and does not see the majesty of the Lord. 11 O Lord, your hand is lifted up, but they do not see 
it. Let them see your zeal for your people, and be ashamed. Let the fire for your adversaries consume 
them.  

● Here is the way of unbelievers: in a world ordered by God, they do not see Him. 
● V10, 11 Three ways that God shows Himself to the world 

○ favor is shown.  Providence. 
○ In the land of uprightness.  A world ordered by God. 
○ your hand is lifted up.  In acts of blessing or chastisement. 

● V10,11 Four descriptions of the blindness of unbelievers 
○ He does not learn righteousness. 
○ He deals corruptly. 
○ He does not see the majesty of the Lord 
○ He does not see God’s hand at work. 

● V11 The result of willful ignorance 
○ Let them see.  Better “they will see”.  The certain outcome. 
○ See your zeal for your people.  Come to understand that God meant what He said. 
○ Two outcomes 

■ be ashamed. Because they had the opportunity to repent and learn 
righteousness but refused. 

■ Be consumed by fire.    
● Note the two responses to the “land of uprightness”  

○ Believers learn righteousness 
○ Unbelievers persist in willful ignorance, come to shame and destruction. 

 

 

  



 

God Establishes Peace 26:12-15 

12  O Lord, you will ordain peace for us, for you have indeed done for us all our works. 13  O Lord our 
God, other lords besides you have ruled over us, but your name alone we bring to remembrance.  14  
They are dead, they will not live; they are shades, they will not arise; to that end you have visited them 
with destruction and wiped out all remembrance of them. 15  But you have increased the nation, O 
Lord, you have increased the nation; you are glorified; you have enlarged all the borders of the land. 

● Q: If the unconverted are so blind, how does the believing remnant even exist?  A: The LORD 
does it. 

● V12 God establishes peace for His people 
○ Peace.   

■ With God and with each other. 
○ All our works.  

■ Salvation is entirely of God. 
● V13 God keeps them faithful 

○ Other lords besides you have ruled over us 
■ Egyptians, Assyrians, Babylonians 

○ But your name alone we bring to remembrance. 
■ Lit: only by You do we keep your name in remembrance. 
■ God keeps His people faithful to Him throughout their history. 

● V14 God removes their oppression 
○ They are dead...you have wiped out all remembrance of them. 

■ The oppressors are gone.  Even their memory is gone. 
● V15 God enlarges their nation 

○ You have increased the nation 
■ 2x for emphasis 
■ Contrast the fate of the oppressors. 

○ You have enlarged all the borders of the land 
■ National boundaries will be increased in size 

○ You are glorified.   
■ All for God’s glory. 

 

 

  



 

Failure of the Nation 26:16-18 

16  O Lord, in distress they sought you; they poured out a whispered prayer when your discipline was 
upon them.  17  Like a pregnant woman who writhes and cries out in her pangs when she is near to 
giving birth,  so were we because of you, O Lord; 18  we were pregnant, we writhed,  
but we have given birth to wind.   We have accomplished no deliverance in the earth, and the 
inhabitants of the world have not fallen.   

● God’s people have not fulfilled their promise.   
● V16-18 Failure of the nation 

○ In distress they sought you...when your discipline was upon them 
■ As Judges, when under discipline they cried to the LORD. 

○ Poured out a whispered prayer 
■ As Hannah before Samuel.  Many words spoken in a low voice. 

○ Like a pregnant woman who writhes and cries out in her pangs.  
■ Re the hard times upon Judah that came as a result of Ahaz turning to Assyria. 

○ Given birth to wind...accomplished no deliverance 
■ Wind.  Nothingness. 
■ All their efforts had accomplished nothing 

● No deliverance for the nation. 
● No victory over the people of the world. 

 

God accomplishes His Purpose 26:19 

19  Your dead shall live; their bodies shall rise. You who dwell in the dust, awake and sing for joy!   For 
your dew is a dew of light, and the earth will give birth to the dead. 

● In spite of the failure of the nation, God accomplishes His purpose: to bring His people to eternal 
life.   

● Refers to the resurrection of the saints at the Lord’s first return.   
○ 1 Th 4:16 For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of command, with 

the voice of an archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in 
Christ will rise first. 

● V19 Resurrection of the dead 
○ Your dead shall live; their bodies shall rise. 

■ God’s people brought back to life. 
■ Bodily resurrection. 

○ You who dwell in the dust, awake and sing for joy! 
■ Speaking to those in the grave 

● V19 Two pictures of new life 
○ A picture of dew refreshing plants: God bringing His people back to life. 
○ A picture of a mother giving birth: On God’s command, His people are reborn. 

 

 
  



 

Security and Judgment 26:20-21 

20 Come, my people, enter your chambers, and shut your doors behind you; hide yourselves for a little 
while until the fury has passed by.  21  For behold, the Lord is coming out from his place to punish the 
inhabitants of the earth for their iniquity, and the earth will disclose the blood shed on it, and will no 
more cover its slain. 

● Security for believers and judgment for unbelievers. 
● V20 Security for believers 

○ My people. 
■ The believing remnant 

○ Enter your chambers...shut your doors...hide yourselves. 
■ Picture of taking refuge in a secure place 

● A time of trial 
● A refuge provided 
● Entering into it 
● Locking the doors against the outside world. 
● Waiting for the trial to pass 

■ Re the ark in Gen 7: God’s remnant preserved in the midst of worldwide 
judgment. 

■ Re the Passover in Ex 12: God’s people protected from the destroyer. 
● “pass over” in Ex 12 is the same verb as “passed by” here. 
● Each family killed an unblemished lamb and sprinkled its blood on their 

doorframe.  The family stayed inside the house and was protected from 
the destroyer.   

● Is 53 will describe the death of the Lamb whose blood saves the world. 
● V21 Judgment for unbelievers 

○ The LORD is coming. 
■ The Day of the LORD. 

○ Iniquity.   
■ Heb awon.  The corrupt nature. 

○ Disclose...no more cover 
■ All sins will be revealed, even those long-forgotten by men. 
■ As Gen 4:10 The voice of your brother’s blood is crying to me from the ground. 

 

(10:00)  



 
 

Discussion 

We will break into two groups to discuss today’s passage.  Here are the topics: 

1. 26:1-4 Our Strong City 
a. Secure in salvation 
b. Kept in perfect peace 

2. 26:7-9 The Way of the Righteous 
a. In the path of your judgments 
b. Earnestly seek 
c. Obey and learn righteousness 

3. 26:19 Your Dead Shall Live 
a. 1 Th 5:13 ...that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. 

 

Join the group with the topic that seems most significant.  Must be at least three people in each group.  

Select one person to scribe.  Each group will report to the class what they found. 

In your group, discuss  

● See: Something about God that you see in the passage 

● Know: The effect that this view of God has upon you. 

● Respond: A way to respond to what you have seen and come to know. 

For next week:  

● Universal Israel 27:1-13 
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