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Colossians 2:13-14 / John 17:9-10 

 

TULIP – What is Limited Atonement? 

Introduction: 
 
     Limited atonement or better referred to as Particular Redemption, in the most 
commonly rejected of the five. This doctrine is chiefly concerned about the original purpose 
and plan of God in sending the LORD Jesus Christ into the world to die on the cross.  It was 
an act that did more than rip a vial and makes a way for people to be saved. But the 
substitutionary work of Christ as the Sacrifice redeemed unto Himself a people chosen in 
Him from the foundation of the world.  

     That sin was punished and taken out of the way, never to be punished again.  Because 
there was a purpose in the work of the cross. This is why Jesus was able to declare, “it is 
finished.” Paid in full! Understanding what Christ did at the Cross is vital to understanding 
the doctrine of limited atonement.  

Colossians 2:13-14  

13 And you, being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he quickened 
together with him, having forgiven you all trespasses;  

14 Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us, 
and took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross;  

     If all our trespasses, all the handwriting of ordinances was taken out of the way and 
nailed to His cross, and it was. Then that means all the sin that was nailed to His cross can 
never nor will ever be brought against us again. This is why the Apostle Paul says in 
Romans 8:33 “Who shall lay anything to the charge of God’s elect? It is God that justifieth.”  

     All the sin that Christ died for – was punished never ever again to be punished. 

Isaiah 53:8 - He was taken from prison and from judgment: and who shall declare his 
generation? for he was cut off out of the land of the living: for the transgression of my people 
was he stricken.  
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Isaiah 53:11 -  He shall see of the travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied: by his knowledge 
shall my righteous servant justify many; for he shall bear their iniquities.  

Isaiah 53:12 - Therefore will I divide him a portion with the great, and he shall divide the 
spoil with the strong; because he hath poured out his soul unto death: and he was numbered 
with the transgressors; and he bare the sin of many, and made intercession for the 
transgressors.  

Matthew 1:21 - And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name Jesus: for he shall 
save his people from their sins.  

Mark 10:45 - For even the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to 
give his life a ransom for many. 

Mark 14-24 - And he said unto them, This is my blood of the new testament, which is shed for 
many. 

John 6:65 - And he said, Therefore said I unto you, that no man can come unto me, except it 
were given unto him of my Father.  

John 10:14-15 -  I am the good shepherd, and know my sheep, and am known of mine. 15 As 
the Father knoweth me, even so know I the Father: and I lay down my life for the sheep.  

     I think our Lord’s words sums up this doctrine best in John 17 of His High Priestly 
Prayer: 

John 17:9-10  

9 I pray for them: I pray not for the world, but for them which thou hast given me; for they are 
thine. 10 And all mine are thine, and thine are mine; and I am glorified in them. 

     This is a hard saying, who can hear it? My friend I can tell you on the authority of God’s 
Word. That Jesus Christ, the perfect Lamb of God accomplished redemption for His elect, 
His atoning work was particular and it was effectual.  

 


