
What is the Gospel? 



• Gospel = “good news” 

• So when talk about the good news, what 
exactly are we talking about? 

• What does “good news” imply? 

• Is the “good news” bad news to some? Why? 

• What specific passage(s) would you use to 
plainly explain the gospel to an unbeliever? 



• “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be 
saved, you and your household” (Acts 16:31) 

• For God so loved the world, that He gave His 
only begotten Son, that whoever believes in 
Him shall not perish, but have eternal life (Jn 
3:16). 

• If you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, 
and believe in your heart that God raised Him 
from the dead, you will be saved; for with the 
heart a person believes, resulting in 
righteousness, and with the mouth he 
confesses, resulting in salvation (Rom 10:9–10).  

 

 



• For by grace you have been saved through faith; 
and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; 
not as a result of works, so that no one may 
boast (Ephesians 2:8-9). 

• …salvation in no one else; for there is no other 
name under heaven that has been given among 
men by which we must be saved (Acts 4:12).  

• He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but 
he who does not obey the Son will not see life, 
but the wrath of God abides on him (John 3:36) 

• Then he believed in the LORD; and He reckoned it 
to him as righteousness (Genesis 15:6).   

 

 

 



Some Fallacies of Gospel Presentation 

• Presenting good news for self-help, or 
anything other than sin (you can have joy, 
peace, success, etc. w/ Christ)  

– Lack of these are symptoms of sin 

– Gospel is about forgiveness of sin 

• Different gospels for various age groups 

– Adults, youth, children, etc. 

– Different terminology might be used, but the 
gospel remains the same no matter the group. 

 



• The fallacy that the truth can be found outside 
the word of God. 
– Though experience can confirm or deny truth, it 

does not create truth. 

– All the ways we prove truth (apologetics, etc.) are 
good, but the gospel is the truth no matter what. 

– Like the apostles, we must preach the Word (Acts 
13:5) and reason out of the Scriptures (17:2). 

• That fallacy that cleverness will convict 

• The fallacy that charm is needed for results 

• The fallacy that procedure is a tried and true 
methodology (is there a biblical example?). 

 



Common Fallacies of Sharing Gospel 

• Adding baptism to salvation 
– “He who has believed and has been baptized shall 

be saved; but he who has disbelieved shall be 
condemned” (Mark 16:16). 

– “For John baptized with water, but you will be 
baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from 
now” (Acts 1:5). 

– Peter said, “Repent, and each of you be baptized in 
the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your 
sins; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” 
(does repentance & baptism lead to salvation?) 

 



Baptism explained 

• Whether conversion to Judaism or John the 
Baptist, baptism was a sure sign that one had 
converted. Failing to do so spoke volumes. 

• So when the Jewish crowd asked Peter what 
they must do, he quite naturally said to repent 
of their misconceptions about Jesus and show 
proof of their conversion—baptism.  

 



• Grammatically, it is true that baptism is unto 
(eis) the forgiveness of sins, but it is also true 
that baptism is not for the purpose of the 
forgiveness of sins but because of forgiveness. 
This takes place at belief.  

• The Greek eis is used with this meaning in 
Matthew 12:41—they repented at (because 
of) the preaching of Jonah. It certainly cannot 
mean in that verse that they repented with a 
view to the preaching of Jonah.  

• So Acts 2:38 teaches that folks must repent of 
their sins and then be baptized because their 
sins were forgiven. 



Acts 22:16 

• Why do you delay? Get up and be baptized, 
and wash away your sins, calling on His name.  

• Breaking it down… 
– (a) get up (participle, arising); (b) be baptized (an 

imperative); (c) wash away your sins (imperative); 
and (d) calling on His name (participle). 

• Thus the verse should be read thus: “Arising, 
be baptized; wash away your sins, calling on 
the Lord.” Correctly understood, baptismal 
regeneration is not taught here. 

 



• Fallacy of misunderstanding repentance 

– Means “to change one’s mind” 

– But change one’s mind about what? 

– One must change their mind about what one 
thinks of Jesus of Nazareth, specifically one must 
believe that He is God, the Savior of mankind. 

– Yet one can change their minds about Jesus yet 
never be saved if it is not accompanied by faith. 

• Must I surrender my life to Christ’s lordship to 
be saved?  

 



Who Can Believe the Gospel? 

• Are all saved by the death of Christ? 

• Why don’t all come to faith in Christ? 

• If Christ’s death did not save everyone, what 
exactly did His death accomplish? 

• What, if anything, is needed for an unbeliever 
to come to faith in Christ? 

• How might we now share the gospel with an 
unbeliever? 

 



BTCP Question 

• Write a paper, at least two pages long, sharing 
the gospel of Jesus Christ using Scripture and 
illustrating it. Start with the question, “Has 
anyone ever take a Bible and shown you how 
you can know for sure that you are going to 
heaven when you die?” 


