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I. Introduction 

 

a. Eight week series on the history of the RPCNA 

 

b. Goals 

i. Learn our history 

ii. Understanding the Conviction that the Bible is the Word of God 

iii. Appreciate our inheritance 

 

c. Primary resources used 

i. The Scottish Covenanters by J.G. Vos (1940) 

ii. Light in the North by J.D. Douglas (1964) 

iii. A Popular History of the American Covenanters to 1871 by David Carson 

iv. Fair Sunshine by Jock Purves (1957) 

v. “The History of the RPCNA from 1528 to 2004” by Bill Edgar (2004) 

vi. Series of Lectures on RPCNA history by Dr. Wayne Spear (2011) 

vii.  “Why I Am RP” by Noah Bailey (2012) 

 

II. From the Apostles to Martin Luther 

 

a. Persecution 

 

b. Christianity becomes official religion of the Roman Empire 

 

c. Martin Luther and the Reformation 

 

III. Reformation in Scotland 

 

a. Patrick Hamilton 

 

b. George Wishart 

 

c. Reading of Scripture in the Common Tongue legalized in 1542 

 

d. John Knox 

 

e. Reformed Scotland vs. Mary Queen of Scots 

 

IV. Next week 

 

a. Conflict between the Scottish Royals and the Scottish Church 

 

b. 2nd reformation in Scotland 

 

c. Solemn League and Covenant & the Westminster Assembly. 

 



 

FRPC Sunday School – History of the RPCNA – Quotes for Week 1 
 

 

1. “Eighty and six years have I served Him, and he never did me wrong; and how can I now blaspheme my 

King and Savior?  Bring forth what thou wilt.” – Polycarp 

 

 

2. “Why does the Pope, whose wealth today is greater than the wealth of the richest Crassus, build the basilica 

of St. Peter with the money of poor believers rather than with his own money?” – Luther, Thesis 86 

 

 

3. “Scotland was a land of dense spiritual darkness, a land of many priests but very few witnesses for Jesus 

Christ, a land of many Churches but very little gospel.” – J.G. Vos 

 

 

4. “This stuff will not help me in the fire, but will profit thee.  After this you can receive from me no more 

good, but the example of my death, which, I pray thee, keep in mind; for, albeit it be bitter to the flesh, and 

fearful to man’s judgment, yet it is the entrance into eternal life, which none shall possess that denies Christ 

Jesus before this wicked generation.” – Patrick Hamilton 

 

 

5. “After Hamilton’s death, the news of this cruel deed spread rapidly, and someone warned Beaton that if he 

intended to burn any more, he should do it in cellars, ‘for the reek of Mr. Patrick Hamilton hath infected as 

many as it blew upon.’” – J.G. Vos 

 

 

6. “Go back to your pupils; one is sufficient for one sacrifice.” – George Wishart to John Knox 

 

 

7. “He [John Knox] would allow no appeal to any standard but the Word of God, and proposed nothing less 

than the entire reconstruction of the whole doctrinal and ecclesiastical system of Scotland on the basis of 

Scripture and of Scripture only.” – J.G. Vos 

 

 

8. “For four days Knox preached at St. Andrews against Popery, and so convincing were his words that the 

magistrates and people of the place determined to set up Protestant worship in the town, and at once 

removed the images and pictures from the Church, and destroyed the monasteries.” – J.G. Vos 

 

 

9. “Knox outspokenly denounced the idea that the Queen of Scotland should be permitted by the nobility to 

marry a Catholic.  Knox was summoned to appear before the Queen in council, and an argument took place 

between him and the Queen.  Queen Mary tried threatening and also tears, but Knox was unmoved by both, 

and stood his ground with great courage.  At this time the nobility persuaded the Queen not to prosecute 

Knox.” – J.G. Vos 


