
Basic Interpretive Outline—Exegetical/Study Outline John 12:29 – 36 (Not the preaching outline)

The people’s response to the Father’s words to the Son—confusion (29)

A. Attributing the supernatural to the natural (29a)

B. Attributing the divine to the created supernatural (29b)

II. The Son explains the Father’s words—impending judgment (30 – 31)

A. He explains the reason for the Father’s words (30)

B. He explains what the Father’s message indicates (31)

1. Judgment was coming to the world—the world system and the people in it

2. This judgment includes the driving out of Satan—the ruler of this world

C. The Father receiving glory involves a seemingly foolish/antithetical understanding of the Son receiving 
glory (32 – 33)

1. What is this “exaltation”—this “lifting up?”

2. The verse explains—it means the death by which He would die—it means judgment on Christ.

a. Crucifixion 

b. But also, a death which brought hope—1 Cor 2:1 – 5

c. A death—which as an act of obedience to the Father brought the Son glory and honor

(i) Jesus receives the praise of the Father—Acts 2:33

(ii) Jesus receives the praise of the Father, and one day, even the worship of those who hate and 
reject Him

(iii)Jesus receives the praise of those whom He saves— Romans 5:10-11   

3. His exaltation will bring all people to Him—All must stand before the Crucified Savior…

a. Either to receive His pardon, because He has chosen them, and they have trusted Him

b. Or they will face Him as their Judge and hear their doom pronounced— John 5:22  

III. The Son’s explanation of the Father’s glorification (and His own 'lifting up') causes confusion (34)

A. A misunderstanding of the prophecies of Messiah (34a)

B. A questioning of Jesus’ Messiah-ship or of His own understanding of what Messiah would be and do 
(34b)

IV. Jesus explains that with impending judgment there is still hope (35 – 36)
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A. In the OT, “light” is used to describe the political power that Messiah would have when He reigns—and 
that political power is used over those who sin against God  (Is. 10:17)

B. But, the coming of Messiah also brings the light of salvation (36)

1. This is part of the promises God made to Israel
Isaiah 60:20 For you will have the LORD for an everlasting light, And the days of your bmourning 
will be over.  21 "Then all your people will be righteous;

2. But, as judgment is imminent, Jesus reminds them there is hope—the Light is among them 
physically at this point (36)

a. Matthew 4:12-16   13 and leaving Nazareth, He came and asettled in Capernaum, which is by the 
sea, in the region of Zebulun and Naphtali.  14 This was to fulfill what was spoken through Isaiah 
the prophet:  15 "aTHE LAND OF ZEBULUN AND THE LAND OF NAPHTALI, 1BY THE 
WAY OF THE SEA, BEYOND THE JORDAN, GALILEE OF THE 2GENTILES--  16 "aTHE 
PEOPLE WHO WERE SITTING IN DARKNESS SAW A GREAT LIGHT, AND THOSE 
WHO WERE SITTING IN THE LAND AND SHADOW OF DEATH, UPON THEM A LIGHT 
DAWNED."

b. John 3:19  19 "This is the judgment, that the Light has come into the world”…His message is 
here, but He is here physically too

c. John 9:5   5 "While I am in the world, I am the Light of the world."

3. But also, for a period of time, His message would also be among them—even if He was gone 
physically

a. John 1:4  4 aIn Him was life, and the life was bthe Light of men. 

b. John 8:12ff  12 Then Jesus again spoke to them, saying, "I am the Light of the world; 47 "If 
anyone hears My sayings and does not keep them, I do not judge him; for I did not come to judge 
the world, but to save the world.  48 "He who rejects Me and does not receive My sayings, has 
one who judges him; the word I spoke is what will judge him at the last day.

c. Verse 36 reminds us—“believe while you have the Light so that you may become sons of Light”

C. Jesus is speaking this way to show that He provides a means of escaping the coming judgment (35)

1. There is an urgency about this—“the Light is among you for a little while longer”

2. In light of this urgency—live in a certain way while the Light is here

3. What does He mean by “walk” or “live in a certain way” while the light is here?—see verse 36
—“believe”!!
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