
01-11-2015

Message:   Living a Holy Life in an Unholy World, Part 1
Text:         1 Peter 1:13-21

Introduction 

  A.  Last week looking at 1 Peter 1:13, we listened to our risen Lord Jesus Christ through His apostle Peter    

commanding us to live a Christ-focused life in an unfocused world.  Pray that He would help us humbly

submit to His authority to command this of us, and enable us to do what He commands.

1 Peter 1:13  Therefore, preparing your minds for action, keeping sober, completely fix your

hope on the grace to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ.

  B.  Today pray that we would humbly receive from Christ this next command, “be holy as I am holy.”

1 Peter 1:14  As obedient children, do not be conformed to the former lusts which were yours in

your ignorance,  but like the Holy One who called you, be holy yourselves also in all your 15

behavior;  because it is written, "YOU SHALL BE HOLY, FOR I AM HOLY." 16

  C.  Let’s look to God’s W ord to better understand and receive this command, asking ...

      1.  Be holy - W hat does that mean?  

      2.  Be holy - W hat does that look like?

      3.  Be holy - W hy be holy?

I.  Be holy - What does that mean?

  A.  In talking about a definition, it is helpful to know that our English words holy, sanctified, saint all

translate    the same Greek word root.

      1.  hagios (adj)     = holy, set apart, consecrated

      2.  hagios (n)        = holy one, saint

      3.  hagiosmos (n) = sanctification, consecration

      4.  hagiazo (v)      = to sanctify (Latin “sanctus” = “holy”), make holy, set apart, consecrate, hallow

     

1 Peter 1:1 ... who are chosen  according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, by the 2

sanctifying work (hagiosmos) of the Spirit, to obey Jesus Christ and be sprinkled with His blood

.... 

  B.  To be holy means to be set apart, consecrated, generally from something/someone and to    

something/someone.  W hen God uses this of His people, He is speaking of our being set apart

from sin,     the world and to Himself - meaning He owns/possesses us.

Leviticus 20:26   'Thus you are to be holy to Me, for I the LORD am holy; and I have set you

apart from the peoples to be Mine. 

1 Peter 2:9  But you are A CHOSEN RACE, A royal PRIESTHOOD, A HOLY NATION, A

PEOPLE FOR God's OWN POSSESSION, so that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who

has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light; 



II.  Be holy - What does that look like?

1 Peter 1:14  As obedient children, do not be conformed to the former lusts which were yours

in your ignorance,  but like the Holy One who called you, be holy yourselves also in all your 15

behavior;

  A.  Obedient - the obedience of faith from the heart.  To be disobedient as God’s possession, as those

who bear    His name, is to dishonor Him and treat Him as unholy, no different from a sinful world. 

W e expect    unbelievers to possess sinful materials (pornography), passions, practices.  But we

should desire God’s

name to be “hallowed,” treated as holy by His own possessions.

Matthew 6:9   "Pray, then, in this way: 'Our Father who is in heaven, Hallowed (hagiazo) be Your

name.  'Your kingdom come. Your will be done, On earth as it is in heaven.  10

  B.  Not conformed to ungodly lusts, desires, passions

  C. But being conformed to the Holy One in “all behavior.”

Leviticus 19:1 Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying:  "Speak to all the congregation of the 2

sons of Israel and say to them, 'You shall be holy, for I the LORD your God am holy. ...  'You 12

shall not swear falsely by My name, so as to profane the name of your God; I am the LORD . 13

'You shall not oppress your neighbor, nor rob him . The wages of a hired man are not to remain

with you all night until morning.  'You shall not curse a deaf man, nor place a stumbling block 14

before the blind, but you shall revere your God; I am the LORD .  'You shall do no injustice in 15

judgment; you shall not be partial to the poor nor defer to the great, but you are to judge your

neighbor fairly.  'You shall not go about as a slanderer among your people, and you are not to act 16

against the life of your neighbor; I am the LORD .  'You shall not hate your fellow countryman in 17

your heart; you may surely reprove your neighbor, but shall not incur sin because of him.  'You 18

shall not take vengeance, nor bear any grudge against the sons of your people, but you shall love

your neighbor as yourself; I am the LORD . 

1 John 3:2 Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not appeared as yet what we will be.

W e know that when He appears, we will be like Him , because we will see Him just as He is. 3

And everyone who has this hope fixed on Him purifies himself, just as He is pure. 

1 Peter 1:13  Therefore, prepare your minds for action, keep sober in spirit, fix your hope

completely on the grace to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ.  As 14

obedient children, do not be conformed to the former lusts which were yours in your ignorance, 15

but like the Holy One who called you, be holy yourselves also in all your behavior;

III.  Be holy - Why?

  A.  Because God has called us to be holy unto Him

1 Peter 1:14   As obedient children, do not be conformed to the former lusts which were yours in

your ignorance,  but like the Holy One who called you, be holy yourselves also in all your 15

behavior;  because it is written, "YOU SHALL BE HOLY, FOR I AM HOLY."  16

Ephesians 1:4  just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we would be

holy and blameless before Him . 

  B.  Because the God who called us is holy

1 Peter 1:14   As obedient children, do not be conformed to the former lusts which were yours in

your ignorance,  but like the Holy One who called you, be holy yourselves also in all your 15



behavior;  because it is written, "YOU SHALL BE HOLY, FOR I AM HOLY."  16

  C.  Because we are children of obedience.  I.e., children whose parent as it were is obedience.

1 Peter 1:14   As obedient children (children of obedience), do not be conformed to the former

lusts which were yours in your ignorance,  but like the Holy One who called you, be holy 15

yourselves also in all your behavior;  because it is written, "YOU SHALL BE HOLY, FOR I AM 16

HOLY." 

      1.  "children" denotes we are derived from someone or something.

      2.  the Spirit of obedience is as it were our parent (1:2), we who are born of the Spirit.

1 Peter 1:1 ... who are chosen  according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, by the 2

sanctifying work (hagiosmos) of the Spirit, to obey Jesus Christ and be sprinkled with His

blood .... 

      3.  contrast in Ephesians 2:1-3 how we were once  " the sons of disobedience,"  "children of wrath"

Ephesians 2:1  And you were dead in your trespasses and sins,  in which you formerly walked 2

according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit

that is now working in the sons of disobedience.  Among them we too all formerly lived in the 3

lusts of our flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children

of wrath, even as the rest. 

1 Peter 1:14   As children of obedience, do not be conformed to the former lusts which were

yours in your ignorance, 

      4.  The Point:  We will act in accordance to what we are created to be.  There is no other way for a true child    

of God to characteristically act.  

1 John 3:7  Little children, make sure no one deceives you; the one who practices righteousness

is righteous, just as He is righteous;  the one who practices sin is of the devil; for the devil has 8

sinned from the beginning. The Son of God appeared for this purpose, to destroy the works of the

devil.  No one who is born of God practices sin, because His seed abides in him; and he 9

cannot sin, because he is born of God.  By this the children of God and the children of the 10

devil are obvious: anyone who does not practice righteousness is not of God, nor the one who

does not love his brother. 

 Hebrews 12:14   Pursue peace with all men, and the sanctification/holiness (hagiosmos)

without which no one will see the Lord.

  D.  Because God has removed our sinful ignorance

1 Peter 1:14   As obedient children, do not be conformed to the former lusts which were yours

in your ignorance,  but like the Holy One who called you, be holy yourselves also in all your 15

behavior;  because it is written, "YOU SHALL BE HOLY, FOR I AM HOLY."  16

      1.  Of course the unbelieving world does not recognized Jesus as God divine, crucified, risen, reigning, 

  returning Son - and all the grace to be found in Him - forgiveness of sins, justification by faith in

Him,     comfort, wisdom, righteousness, strength, resurection, eternal life, eternal glory.  Of

course it does not     see sin for what it is.  Of course it does not look on abortion, adultery, divorce and

remarriage,    pornography, premarital sex, cheating on exams, lying, gossip, slander, getting high on

drugs or drunk    on alcohol as sin.  W ithout the enlightenment of God’s W ord and Spirit, we were

all ignorant.



      2.  But God sent His Son to give us an understanding of Him W ho is true.

1 John 5:20  And we know that the Son of God has come, and has given us understanding so

that we may know Him who is true; and we are in Him who is true, in His Son Jesus Christ.

This is the true God and eternal life. 

2 Corinthians 4:6  For God, who said, "Light shall shine out of darkness," is the One who has

shone in our hearts to give the Light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of

Christ. 

John 12:45   "He who sees Me sees the One who sent Me.  "I have come as Light into the 46

world, so that everyone who believes in Me will not remain in darkness. 

Conclusion

  A.  God gives us more reasons to holy as He is holy in all our behavior, which we hope to explore nest

week in     verses 17-21.

      1.  Because the Father we call upon, W ho will impartially judge the sincerity of our faith by our works,

is to        be feared.

      2.  Because God redeemed us with the precious blood of Christ

      3.  Because Christ appeared for our sake to sanctify us

  B.  But if you are truly a Christian, justified by faith in Christ as Savior and Lord, then it is because the Son of     

God has come and given us an understanding of who He is and who we are.  If we are Christians, then     

we are holy, a people set apart to belong to God as His treasured possession.  Our life does not belong to    

us, but to Him who purchased us for God.

1 Corinthians 6:19  Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you,

whom you have from God, and that you are not your own?  For you have been bought with 20

a price: therefore glorify God in your body.

  C. ... and “in all your behavior.”
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