
Parental Instruction (4) – Teaching our Children the Gospel         Hymns O Glorious Day, 191, 218 

 

Thus far in our short series on Parental Instruction (or the need for parents to teach their children spiritual and 

religious truth)—we've learned parents must teach their children about God and His law—this brings us this 

morning to a third thing—parents must teach their children about the gospel (dv, in weeks to come we'll add 

conversion and obedience)... 

 

Now—before I go further, let me clarify—while I'm dividing these topics—they obviously need to be taught 

together—how can we teach our children about God, without also teaching them about His law, and How can 

we teach about God and His law, without also teaching about the gospel, conversion, and Christian 

obedience—thus in short—we need to teach our children the entire Bible, majoring on those great themes that 

Scripture itself majors on... 

 

Cotton Mather—"Instruct your children in the articles of religion, and acquaint them with God, Christ, the 

mysteries of the gospel, and the doctrine and methods of the great salvation..." 

 

I.    What is the Gospel? 

II.   Why Should the Gospel be Taught? 

III.  How Should the Gospel be Taught? 

 

I.    What is the Gospel? 

 

1. Simply put—in the most narrowed sense—the gospel is the good news from God about the person and 

work of Christ... 

2. [1] The gospel is news—most of you are aware—the word Gospel literally means—"good news or glad 

tidings..."  

3. Rom.10:15—"How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the gospel of peace, who bring glad tidings 

of good things..." 

4. The imagery is that of a messenger returning from a battle with news about victory—he would proclaim 

this news throughout the villages... 

5. He was bringing good news about a victory—about salvation—he was declaring glad tidings about good 

things... 

6. Thus—the gospel is a message that must be preached or proclaimed—and accordingly, it must be believed 

or received... 

7. It is the "gospel of peace" because it publishes the fact that in Christ—sinners who natively at war with 

God—find peace...  

8. The gospel is a message about "good things" about the "best things"—thus even the feet of those who 

proclaim are beautiful... 

9. [2] The gospel is from God—that is—it is a message that originated with God and is revealed by God in 

Scripture... 

10. Unlike the law, which is partially known through conscience, the gospel is only revealed within Holy 

Scripture... 

11. John Colquhoun—"The law is known partly by the light of nature, but the gospel is known only by a 

revelation from heaven. Man, though he is a fallen creature, has in some degree a natural knowledge of the 

law; but he has no natural knowledge of the gospel. The gospel was wrapped up in profound secrecy till it 

was revealed from heaven by the Son of God immediately after the fall..."  

12. Thus—the gospel is something unknown through general revelation but is revealed through special 

revelation.. 

13. This is the whole point of missions—why do we have to bring the gospel to others—but because otherwise 

they'll never know it... 

14. Rom.10:14—"How then shall they call on Him in whom they have not believed? And how shall they 

believe in Him of whom they have not heard? And how shall they hear without a preacher.." 

15. Thus—this means—parents have to make the gospel known to their children as it's found within 

Scripture... 
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16. [3] The gospel is about Christ—Joel Beeke—"The gospel is the whole Christ, His person and His work"—

it's the gospel of Jesus Christ... 

17. This means—that the gospel of God, the good news from God—is fundamentally about Christ and His 

work... 

18. In fact—there is a sense in which, the gospel isn't merely a message, but the gospel is a man—the 

GodMan... 

19. Thus—it's for this reason—"to believe in the gospel" and "to believe in Christ" are one and the same 

thing... 

20. Christ is the gospel—He is the GOOD NEWS from God to man—He is the glad tidings of GOOD 

THINGS... 

21. Lk.2:10-11—"Then the angel said to them, Do not be afraid, for behold, I bring you good tidings of great 

joy which will be to all people. For there is born to you this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the 

Christ the Lord..." 

22. Rom.1:1-4—"Paul, a bondservant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, separated to the gospel of God 

which He promised before through His prophets in the Holy Scriptures, concerning His Son Jesus Christ 

our Lord, who was born of the seed of David according to the flesh, and declared to be the Son of God 

with power according to the Spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from the dead..." 

23. [a] The origin of the gospel—"the gospel of God"—that is—it's a message about Him, yes, but also from 

Him...  

24. [b] The promise of promise of the gospel—"which He promised before through the His prophets in the 

Holy Scriptures..." 

25. [c] The content of the gospel—"concerning His Son Jesus Christ our Lord"—He is the GodMan 

Mediator.... 

26. 1Cor.15:1-4—"Moreover, brethren, I declare to you the gospel which I preached to you, which also you 

received and in which you stand, by which also you are saved, if you hold fast that word which I preached 

to you – unless you believed in vain. For I delivered to you first of all that which I also received: that 

Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, and that He was buried, and that He rose again the 

third day according to the Scriptures..." 

27. [4] The gospel is about Christ's cross—that is—the CROSS holds a special place within the gospel 

message... 

28. Now—this obviously in now way, lessens the importance of His incarnation, perfect life, resurrection, 

ascension, and session... 

29. But—and this is very important—every one of these other acts—has significance as it relates to His 

crucifixion... 

30. Thus—I'm in no way lessening the importance of anything—but I am saying, the crucifixion is the very 

heart of Christ's work... 

31. Ian Murray—"The purpose of gospel preaching is to make known what God has done in the cross of Jesus 

Christ. The evangel is 'the preaching of the cross'..."  

32. 1Cor.2:1-3—"And I, brethren, when I came to you, did not come with excellence of speech or of wisdom 

declaring to you the testimony of God. For I determined not to know anything among you except Jesus 

Christ and Him crucified. I was with you in weakness, in fear, and in much trembling..." 

33. The phrase—"the testimony of God" is one and the same with "the gospel of God"—it's from God and 

about God... 

34. Thus—for the apostle—to "declared the testimony of God"—is one and the same with—"preaching Jesus 

Christ and Him crucified..." 

35. This is the gospel—Jesus Christ (His person) crucified (His work)—His crucifixion is central to 

everything else... 

36. [5] The gospel is about God's grace—that is—it's not a message about what we DO, but about what Christ 

has DONE... 

37. Acts 20:24—"But none of these things move me; nor do I count my life dear to myself, so that I may 

finish my race with joy, and the ministry which I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify to the gospel of 

the grace of God..." 

38. Now—historically, reformed theology distinguishes between the law and gospel—the first demands the 

second provides... 
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39. There is a sense in which we can boil the whole of Scripture down to these two things—the gospel and the 

law...  

40. The law demands perfect obedience (justification), the gospel provides it, the law demands sincere 

obedience (sanctification), the gospel provides it... 

41. In short—the gospel provides everything the law demands—the gospel fully answers every demand of the 

law... 

42. John Brown—"The gospel promises, offers, and gives to sinful men every thing which the law, in any 

form, demands of them..." 

43. Thus—in the most strict sense—the gospel doesn't demand anything from us—it's purely a message of 

provision... 

44. Now—again in the most strict sense, the gospel doesn't even command us to repent and believe—that's the 

law... 

45. John Colquhoun—"The gospel, in its strict and proper sense, commands nothing. It does not enjoin us 

even to believe and repent; but it declares to us what God in Christ as a God of grace has done, and what 

he promises still to do for us and in us and by us..." 

46. The gospel message says nothing to us about what we must do—it only tells us what God has done in 

Christ... 

47. The gospel message is all PROMISE and no PRECEPT—it PROVIDES everything and COMMANDS 

nothing... 

48. Mk.1:15—"The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand. Repent, and believe IN THE  

GOSPEL..." 

49. Notice—how the commands to repent and believe are distinct from the gospel—repent and believe in the 

gospel... 

50. Thus—the gospel is a message from God, about Jesus Christ and His work, especially His cross, and His 

grace... 

 

II.   Why Should the Gospel be Taught? 

 

1. Now—obviously—there are many reasons parents must teach the gospel—let me simply suggest three 

reasons... 

2. [1] The gospel is necessary for regeneration—that is—it's through the gospel God creates faith within the 

heart...  

3. Now—if you remember—I mentioned earlier that, strictly speaking, the gospel demands nothing, but only 

provides... 

4. In the most strict sense, the gospel doesn't even demand repentance and faith—for, it actually provides 

both... 

5. In other words—everything single thing that God commands us, yes, even repentance and faith, are from 

God... 

6. That is—they are secured by the atoning work of Christ—and, they are worked within the soul by the 

gospel... 

7. Christ comes to the soul, as a victorious Sovereign, riding within the chariot of His powerful and gracious 

gospel...  

8. John Colquhoun—"It is by means of the gospel, which the Apostle Paul calls 'the word of faith' 

(Rom.10:8), that the Spirit of Christ implants and increases precious faith in the souls of His elect..." 

9. Rom.1:16—"For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation for 

everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek..." 

10. Rom.10:15-17—"How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the gospel of peace, who bring glad 

tidings of good things...So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God..." 

11. 1Cor.1:22-24—"For Jesus request a sign, and Greeks seek after wisdom; but we preach Christ crucified, to 

the Jews a stumbling block and to the Greeks foolishness, but to those who are called, both Jews and 

Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God..." 

12. 1Cor.4:15—"For though you might have ten thousand instructors in Christ, yet you do not have many 

fathers; for in Christ Jesus I have begotten you through the gospel..." 
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13. Jn.6:63—"It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing. The words that I speak to you are spirit, 

and they are life..." 

14. [2] The gospel is necessary for justification—that is—only in the gospel is their righteousness and 

atonement... 

15. [a] The gospel satisfies the law's expectation, Rom.10:4—"For Chris is the end of the law for 

righteousness to everyone who believes..." 

16. [b] The gospel satisfies the law's condemnation, Jn.1:29—"Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the 

sin of the world..." 

17. [3] The gospel is necessary for sanctification—that is—children, who are Christian, need the gospel of 

Christ... 

18. Remember—the gospel is a message about Christ and His work—thus all that we need to live for Him is 

in Him... 

19. Thus—within the gospel, the good news of God in Christ, we find everything necessary to obey the law of 

God... 

20. Rom.3:31—"Do you then make void the law through faith? Certainly not! On the contrary, we establish 

the law..." 

21. By "faith" in Christ—we "establish the law"—that is—we fulfill it—we comply it—we put it in its rightful 

place... 

22. Thus—let me briefly suggest the gospel of Christ—provides four essential things with regards to our 

sanctification... 

23. [a] The gospel gives a new heart, Jer.31:33—"I will put My law in their minds, and write it on their 

hearts..." 

24. [b] The gospel gives the Holy Spirit, Ezek.36:27—"I will put My Spirit within you and cause you to walk 

in My statutes, and you will keep My judgments and do them..."  

25. [c] The gospel gives grace to strengthen, Eph.6:10—"Be strong in the Lord and in the power of His 

might..."  

26. [d] The gospel gives motivation to work, Eph.5:2—"And walk in love, as Christ also has loved us and 

given himself for us..." 

27. In short—we must teach the gospel to our children, because in the gospel, every spiritual need they have is 

met... 

 

III.  How Should the Gospel be Taught? 

 

1. Here—I want to provide a few simple suggestions to assist you in teaching your children the good news of 

God...  

2. [1] Teach the gospel by example—that is—show by your life the gracious nature and value of the gospel 

of God...  

3. Now—before I go further I must first clarify something—strictly speaking the gospel is preached not 

lived... 

4. The common phrase—"Preach the gospel and if necessary use words"—doesn't harmonize with Holy 

Scripture... 

5. It is absolutely impossible to preach the gospel without using words—the gospel is message of good 

news... 

6. But—having said that—it's also true that there exists a close connection between the message and the 

man... 

7. That is—the NT makes very clear that the effectiveness of the message, is not detached from the character 

of the man... 

8. 1Tim.4:16—"Take heed to yourself and to the doctrine. Continue in them, for in doing this you will save 

both yourself and those who hear you..." 

9. Tit.2:9-10—"Exhort bondservants to be obedient to their  own masters, to be well pleasing in all things, 

not answering back, not pilfering, but showing all good fidelity, that they may adorn the doctrine of God 

and our Savior in all things..." 

10. This means—bondservants (slaves), must live in such a way—that the teaching of God (the gospel) is 

adorned... 
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11. Thus—what do I specifically mean—live your daily lives in such a way so as to adorn or beautify the 

gospel... 

12. Well—let me state it very simply—make much of Christ, dear brethren, in all that you SAY and all that 

you DO... 

13. Matt.6:21—"For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also"—and your life will show where 

your heart's at... 

14. [2] Teach the gospel simply—that is—teach the major tenets of the gospel to children from the very 

beginning... 

15. Remember what I said in the introduction—about the need to teach our children all of these things 

together... 

16. For example, the child is three years old and he's disobeyed you—you pull him to the side to administer 

discipline...   

17. You apply appropriate discipline, thereby showing the child the justice of God and the penalty of His holy 

law... 

18. You then, pull the child close, displaying love and affection—you then led the child in pray to God for 

forgiveness... 

19. What do you say—Father forgive us for our sins against you (perhaps you have the child repeat the pray 

himself)... 

20. But then you say—Father forgive us for the sake of Jesus Christ—because of what He did for us on the 

cross... 

21. Perhaps—when they are really young—you can illustrate the truth of Christ's sinless substitution on their 

behalf... 

22. For example—you needed to be spanked because you disobeyed mommy—but did Jesus ever disobey his 

mommy... 

23. No—He never sinned—and yet—on the cross He took the rod, He took the punishment that our sins 

deserve... 

24. [3] Teach the gospel theologically—that is—do not shy away from teaching theological terms and 

concepts... 

25. Great terms such as justification, sanctification, glorification, propitiation, reconciliation, redemption, 

adoption... 

26. This takes me back to something I said in the first sermon—and that is importance to use catechisms as an 

aid... 

27. Children's Catechism—"Q. 35. What is the Redeemer of God's elect? A. The only Redeemer of God's elect 

is the Lord Jesus Christ. Q.36 Who is Jesus Christ? A. Jesus Chris is the eternal Son of God. Q.37. How 

did Chris redeem His people? A. He kept the whole law for His people and suffered the punishment their 

sins deserved. Q.38. How could the eternal Son of God obey and suffer for His people? A. Christ, the Son 

of God, became man in order to obey and suffer for us. Q.39. How did the Son of god become man? A. He 

was born of the virgin Mary. Q.40. Did the Lord Jesus Christ ever sin as all other men do? A. No, He was 

holy, blameless, and pure. Q. 41. What offices has Christ? A. Christ has the offices of prophet, priest, and 

king. Q. 42. How is Christ a prophet? A. he teaches us the will of God. Q. How is Christ a priest? A. He 

died for our sins and pleads with God for us. Q. How is Christ a king? A. He rules over us and defends us. 

A. Why do you need Christ as a prophet? A. Because I am ignorant. Q. Why do you need Christ as a 

priest? A. Because I am guilty. Q. Why do you need Christ as a king? A. Because I am weak and helpless. 

Q. What kind of life did Christ live on earth? A. A life of poverty and suffering. Q. What kind of death did 

Christ die? A. The  painful and shameful death of the cross. Q. Did Christ remain in the grace after His 

crucifixion? A. No, he rose from the dead on the third day. Q. Where is Christ now? A. In heaven, at the 

right hand of God the Father." 

28. Children's Catechism—"Q.57. What is justification? A. Justification is God's forgiving sinners and 

declaring them to be righteous" Q.58. What is adoption? Adoption is God's receiving sinners into His 

family as His own dear children" Q.59. What is sanctification? A. Sanctification is God's making sinners 

holy in  heart and conduct 

29. [4] Teach the gospel relentlessly—by this I mean—we must be persistent in teaching the gospel to our 

children... 
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30. You know—I have to confess, at times I grow discouraged at how people can sit under the ministry for 

years, and remain rather ignorant about the great and basic facts of the gospel... 

31. Never take for granted—that your children are understanding the gospel—teach them and question them 

regularly... 

32. Brethren—take the example of the Scriptures—which never grow tired of teaching the same things again 

and again... 

33. Remember the example of our Savior—"Do this in remembrance of Me"—that is partaking in the Lord's 

Supper... 

34. Remember what Peter said—"This is now, beloved, the second letter I am writing to you in which I am 

stirring up your sincere mind by way of reminder" (2Pet.3:1)... 

35. Remember what Paul said—"For I determined not to know anything among you except Jesus Christ and 

Him crucified" (1Cor.2:2)... 

36. [5] Teach the gospel creatively—that is—use the various OT illustrations of the gospel to teach your 

children... 

37. These are intentionally given by God to illustrate the gospel—this are God-given object lessons for our 

benefit... 

38. Now—let simply say—I'm not intending to mention every illustration—but simply suggest a few obvious 

ones... 

39. [a] The ark—the ark was a beautiful type of Christ—God was anger with man because of His sin—He 

provided a means of salvation in His mercy... 

40. Sinners were warned by Noah about the coming judgment, and exhorted sinners to enter the ark for 

safety... 

41. [b] The exodus—this is a major type or shadow of salvation in Christ—death, faith, lamb, blood, eat, 

passover...  

42. [c] The cities of refuge—these six cities provided refuge for every person who fled their for salvation from 

the blood-avenger... 

43. [d] The day of atonement—this took place once every year, wherein the high priest selected two goats—

one was killed and the other sent away...  

 

 

 

 

 

  


