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God works in surprising and mysterious ways.  I don’t 

know about you, but I find that to be very exciting!  At the 

beginning of a new year, it’s like we’re on a ship that is embarking 

on a journey called 2014, and we can’t be certain what this journey 

is going to be like.  There will surely be painful trials, but we can 

also expect some joyful blessings (and some of those even in the 

midst of the trials).  The details of the journey are uncertain, but 

what gives us comfort (and what should also be very exciting to 

us) is that we know Who the captain of the ship is.   

 God is in control, and He will be guiding every detail of 

our lives in 2014, all for His glory and for our good.  I have been 

praying for this church as we consider the possible changes and 

developments of a new year.  I’m excited to see how God will 

continue to use us to be a light in this city and region.  As I 

meditated on our fighter verse for this week, from Colossians 1:3-

4, I have been thanking God for the faith and the love that is very 

evident among us.   

 Just last Sunday after the service a visitor told me, “This is 

such a warm place.”  And he wasn’t talking about the heating 

system.  He was talking about the warmth of our fellowship and 

how welcome they feel here.  I thank God for that.   

“We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when 

we pray for you, since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of 

the love that you have for all the saints, because of the hope laid 

up for you in heaven.” (Colossians 1:3–4, ESV)  

 I’ve also been thinking about James 1:5: “If any of you 

lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously to all without 

reproach, and it will be given him.” 

The next phrase says, “But let him ask in faith . . .”  And so we ask 

for wisdom, and we ask with faith that God will guide us and help 

us, and we ask with faith that He is in control.   

The other passage in James that I’ve been thinking about, and that 

is applicable here, is James 4:13-16. 

“Come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go into 

such and such a town and spend a year there and trade and make a 

profit”— yet you do not know what tomorrow will bring. What is 
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your life? For you are a mist that appears for a little time and then 

vanishes. Instead you ought to say, “If the Lord wills, we will live 

and do this or that.” As it is, you boast in your arrogance. All such 

boasting is evil.” (James 4:13–16, ESV)  

Maybe you have made New Year’s resolutions.  Maybe you have 

mapped out the things you hope to accomplish in 2014.  And it can 

be prudent and wise to do so.  But we also need to view those plans 

humbly.  We need to hold them with an open hand.  Personal 

plans, career plans, family plans, plans for church ministry and 

missions.  It’s both humbling and exciting to know that God’s 

plans are often surprising to us.  We need to prepare ourselves for 

those times when we will feel disappointed because our plans are 

thwarted.  But we can also anticipate times when we will be very 

pleasantly surprised by a turn of events we never would have 

expected.  Sometimes it will happen that our personal plans are 

thwarted, but then over time we come to see that God’s plans are 

so much better, even though we were deeply disappointed when 

our plans didn’t come about.     

 This morning we’re going to learn about God’s surprising 

plans concerning the salvation of Jews and Gentiles.  We’re 

coming to the end of Romans 9.  We’ve been deep in the weighty 

matters of predestination.  This chapter reveals in a unique way the 

absolute free will of God—His freedom to have mercy and also to 

harden.  He is the potter, and we are the clay.  He has the right to 

do with His creation as He sees fit.  He is not unjust in any way in 

His dealings with humanity.  For those who are punished are 

reaping the consequences of their sinful actions.  It is just 

punishment.  Whereas those who are not punished are recipients of 

the sheer mercy of God.  It is totally undeserved.  So there is 

justice and there is mercy.  God is sovereign over who gets justice 

and who gets mercy.   

 I’m going to read back through the chapter (vv. 1-29), 

making a few comments as we go. 

Verses 1-5: here is Paul’s statement of the problem.   

Verse 6: here’s the thesis statement 

Verses 6-13: here Paul establishes the point of unconditional 

election.  God never promised that every descendant of Abraham 

would be saved.  Notice here some terms that will come up again 

in our passage for this morning.  “Offspring” (verse 7, 8), “children 

of God” (verse 8), “call” (verse 7, 12). 

Verses 14-23: Paul responds to objections.   
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Verses 24-29: Paul returns to the main thought of verses 6-13—

God’s unconditional election.  And now he shows the diversity of 

God’s calling.  He calls not only Jews but also Gentiles!  Here we 

see the surprising ways of God.  Notice again the word “call” 

(verses 24, 25, 26), “sons of God” (verse 26), and “offspring” 

(verse 29).  Also notice the structure of these verses, that verse 24 

mentions the Jews and then the Gentiles.  Verses 25-29 reverse the 

order, then, by speaking of the Gentiles in verses 25-26 and then 

returning to the Jews in verses 27-29.  So there’s an “A, B, B, A” 

order.  Jew, Gentile, Gentile, Jew. 

 Let’s start by looking at God’s surprising plan for the 

Gentiles in verses 24-26.  We’ll spend most of our time here this 

morning.  Then, at the end, we’ll also consider briefly God’s 

surprising plan for the Jews in verses 27-29.  And we’ll be getting 

more insights into these surprising realities as we move to the end 

of this chapter and into the beginning of chapter 10.                 

God’s Surprising Plan for the Gentiles (verses 24-26) 

 The transition from verse 23 to verse 24 is somewhat 

abrupt.  As I mentioned last week, Paul doesn’t really finish the 

thought he began in verse22.  He starts an “if, then” statement, but 

doesn’t finish it.  But he has made his point in response to the 

objections of verses 14 and 19, and he’s ready now to return to and 

wrap up his main theme of unconditional election.  He does so by 

saying, “even us whom he has called.”  Who is the “us”?  Who are 

we.  We are the vessels of mercy.  We are the ones who have been 

chosen by God and effectually called by God unto salvation.  

Romans 8:30 progressed in a similar way: “those whom [God] 

predestined he also called . . .”  Here again we have those who 

have been predestined to be vessels of mercy, these are the ones 

who are called. 

 But Paul’s point now is to show the ethnic diversity of us—

those who are called.  And the point is a shocking one.  It’s 

surprising.   He has already made the point earlier in the chapter 

that being a Jew does not guarantee salvation.  Now he’s pushing 

the point further to say that you don’t have to be a Jew at all in 

order to be saved.  God is saving Gentiles!
1
 

God had saved Gentiles in the past.  That always seemed 

like the exception to the rule, when people like Rahab and Ruth 

were incorporated into the people of God.  But it was a 

foreshadowing of something great that was to come, and now has 

come.  God is calling people to Himself from the nations.   

                                                           
1
 see Doug Moo, Romans, page 610. 
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I presume that most, if not all of us, here today are 

Gentiles.  There are two kinds of people in the world—Jews and 

Gentiles.  Ethnic Jews are those who have descended physically 

from Abraham.  The Gentiles are everybody else.  The Gentiles are 

all the other nations, all the other people groups, in contrast to the 

nation of Israel.  The Greek word for “nations” or “Gentiles” is 

ethnē, from which we get the word “ethnic.” 

So here we are today as a group of Gentiles.  We have no 

claim of being physical descendants of Abraham.  But the 

promises of God are being extended to us!  That should amaze us.  

It’s so easy to take this for granted.  Maybe you come from a 

family of many generations of Christians, maybe even pastors and 

missionaries.  And therefore it’s easy to think that you have 

basically inherited God’s blessings because of your family 

connections.  But think of the big picture, that all of us Gentiles 

were far outside the chosen people of God.  But we are now living 

in a time when God is calling many, many Gentiles to Himself.   

This is surprising and wonderful!  Don’t take it for granted.  

Be in awe of God’s creativity and mercy.  God loves ethnic 

diversity.  That’s something we see in this verse.  He has called us, 

not from the Jews only but also from the Gentiles.  And when we 

search the Scriptures further, we understand that He will save 

individuals from every Gentile nation.  Jesus commissions His 

followers to go and make disciples of all ethnē, all nations 

(Matthew 28:19).  And we read in Revelation 5:9 that Jesus, by His 

blood, ransomed people for God from every tribe and language and 

people and ethnē, nation.  God loves ethnic diversity.  In terms of 

God’s unconditional election, there is much hidden from us.  We 

don’t know which individuals are chosen.  But we do know that 

the group of God’s elect will be exhaustively diverse.  Every 

people group will be represented in heaven.  What a glorious 

thought that is!   

And what a surprising revelation that is.  To the Jews of 

Paul’s day.  And also to us, living in a world where there are a 

great number of people groups that are extremely resistant to the 

Gospel or who have never yet heard the Gospel.  There are people 

groups where false religions reign, and there is little or no Gospel 

witness at all.   

An application point here is to pray for missionaries and be 

involved in missions personally.  What an awesome way to be 

engaged in the things God is doing around the world.  He will draw 

many to Himself, and He will use us as a means of doing that.  I 

think of the recent trip to Kenya that some folks from our church 
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were part of, ministering in the slums of Nairobi.  There’s the 

possibility of another trip later this year. 

I also think of three families which our church supports, 

who are all in the Middle East, which is an area dominated by 

Islam.  What can sustain them in such a dark place?  What will 

give them perseverance when it seems like there is little fruit?  The 

sovereign grace of God and the promises of God is what will see 

them through.  We need to pray for them in this way.  Pray that 

they will cling to these promises.   

Applying this on another level, we should also think of our 

own opportunities to share the Gospel with people right around us.  

There may be people you come into contact with on a regular 

basis, and you’re convinced that they will never want to hear 

anything about Jesus Christ.  You’re convinced that they would 

never repent or believe.  But God’s plans are surprising!   

I think of my own parents as an illustration of this.  My dad 

grew up in McKees Rocks.  He had a Catholic upbringing, but it 

was nothing more than a formality to him.  During his college 

years he wandered and wondered what life was all about.  My 

mom grew up in a home where they attended church as a social 

outing, but there was no faith in Christ or interest in God’s Word.  

What a surprising thing it was that they were receptive to hearing 

the Gospel message.  They had been married for 4 years when I 

was born.  And they tell me that I was about 2 years old when a 

neighbor of theirs began telling them the truth of Jesus Christ.  

Their lives changed, surprisingly and dramatically.  And the 

changes they experienced in their lives have endured to this day.  I 

give God praise for that.     

Never assume that you know how God is going to work.  

Never assume that you know the characteristics of those whom 

God will save, and the characteristics of those whom He will not 

save.  He will surprise us!  Let’s embark on this new year with the 

desire to be surprised, even astounded, by the powerful grace of 

God. 

It’s interesting the way Paul supports this statement about 

the Gentiles.  In verses 25-26 he cites the prophet Hosea.  This is 

surprising in and of itself because Hosea was prophesying to the 

Northern kingdom of Israel.  He was not speaking directly about 

Gentiles.  He was speaking about Jews in the immediate context.   

Let’s go back and look at Hosea for a moment.  Turn to 

Hosea 1 (page 751 in the pew Bibles).  This is a powerful and heart 

wrenching story of a man and his unfaithful wife.  And the point of 
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Hosea’s marriage to Gomer is that it pictures Yahweh’s marriage 

to His unfaithful wife, Israel.   

It’s a message of redemption.  Hosea’s name means 

“salvation.”  It’s derived from the same verb from which we get 

the names Joshua and Jesus.  And Hosea’s life is certainly a 

foreshadowing of the deliverance, the salvation, the redemption, 

that comes to us through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.   

Hosea’s message was directed primarily to the Northern 

Kingdom of Israel, and this was during the years leading up to the 

fall of Israel in 722 B.C.  These were tumultuous years.  They were 

years when the moral landscape was spiraling downward and God 

was about to unleash His punishment on His people by allowing 

the Assyrians to come in and conquer them and lead them away 

into exile (2 Kings 17:6ff).   

 Hosea’s prophetic ministry was unique in that he was 

called to live out a parable of God’s faithful love toward His 

adulterous wife.  In the Bible idolatry and adultery are closely 

related.  Idolatry, which is what the Israelites were doing (they 

were worshipping other gods), is spiritual adultery.  God is married 

to His people.  He has made a covenant with them.  And when they 

turn away to worship other gods, they are committing adultery 

against their husband.   

 In this very unique calling on Hosea’s life, God instructs 

Hosea to go and take a wife of whoredom.  That’s what is says in 

verse 2. “When the LORD first spoke through Hosea, the LORD said 

to Hosea, “Go, take to yourself a wife of whoredom and have 

children of whoredom, for the land commits great whoredom by 

forsaking the LORD.”” (Hosea 1:2, ESV)  

God’s people, pictured as God’s wife, have turned away 

from their loving and faithful husband to sell themselves to others.  

That’s the imagery of their spiritual condition.  They have violated 

that most intimate relationship with their husband to go and unite 

themselves in that intimate way with others, with the hope of 

gaining some profit from them. 

Then we read of three children who were born to Gomer.  

The first child was not a result of her unfaithfulness.  She 

conceived and bore him a son (verse 3).  God instructs Hosea to 

name this first child Jezreel.  In the Hebrew, this name looks 

almost identical to the name Israel.  But this son will not be Israel, 

but Jezreel.  Jezreel means “God sows,” and it’s a word of 

judgment.  God is going to scatter His people. 
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The second child is a daughter.  And if we read between the 

lines we can see that this child is a result of Gomer’s 

unfaithfulness.  The pronoun referring to Hosea is absent.  With 

the birth of Jezreel, it said, “she conceived and bore him a son.”  

But in verse 6 it says, “she conceived again and bore a daughter.”  

Putting this together with the fact that Gomer was a wife of 

whoredom, and also considering the name given to this child, it 

seems that this second child did not belong to Hosea.   We can 

only imagine the heartache that Hosea must have felt, the pain that 

was involved in being married to an unfaithful wife.  He would 

have watched as her pregnancy progressed, all the while knowing 

that he was not the father of this baby. 

The Lord gives Hosea another direct command concerning 

the name of this second child.  It’s a shocking command—a 

dreadful command.  Call her name Lo-ruhama, which means, No 

Mercy.  What an awful name for a child.   

The third child is apparently a child of whoredom as was 

the second child.  Verse 8 tells us that after Gomer weaned No 

Mercy, she conceived and bore a son.  Again, any reference to 

Hosea as the father is noticeably absent.  Here is another child born 

to Gomer, whose father is someone other than Hosea.  The Lord 

says in verse 9, Call his name Lo-ammi, meaning Not My People, 

and again the explanation and message follows the name, “for you 

are not my people, and I am not your God.”   

 Hosea surely experienced that agony as he watched this 

child grow up.  You are not my child.  I am not your father.  And 

that is the agony of God’s pronouncement to Israel.  You are not 

my people.  I am not your God.  They had run from Him.  They 

had turned their back on Him.  They had gone to other lovers.  

They had broken the covenant.  And now they will reap the 

consequences.   

 That’s the bad news.  And that’s what makes the good news 

of verse 10 shine so brightly.  “Yet the number of the children of 

Israel shall be like the sand of the sea, which cannot be measured 

or numbered. And in the place where it was said to them, “You are 

not my people,” it shall be said to them, “Children of the living 

God.”” (Hosea 1:10, ESV)  

 Similarly, at the end of Hosea 2, the Lord says, “And I will 

have mercy on No Mercy, and I will say to Not My People, ‘You 

are my people’; and he shall say, ‘You are my God.’ ”” (Hosea 

2:23, ESV)  
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These are the two verses from Hosea that Paul draws from.  

And even though in the original context it is being spoken to Israel, 

Paul sees in that language a further reality, a further fulfillment, in 

the inclusion of Gentiles in the people of God.  The Israelites had 

been living like Gentiles, and therefore the Lord was going to treat 

them like Gentiles.  But He was also promising to again receive 

them as His own.      

Paul understands, from his vantage point in salvation 

history, that those words which were originally addressed to Israel 

have a wider application.  In God’s plan of redemption, He has 

chosen a people for Himself, not just from one ethnic group, but 

from all ethnicities.   

 Peter, also, alludes to Hosea and sees this as taking place in 

the church.  He is addressing several churches, and he writes in 1 

Peter 2:9-10, "But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy 

nation, a people for his own possession, that you may proclaim the 

excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his 

marvelous light. Once you were not a people, but now you are 

God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have 

received mercy." 

Think about this, friends.  Are you a child of the living 

God?  Or are you one who has not received mercy?  If God is 

saying over you right now, “You are not mine,” that is the scariest 

thing that could ever be said of you.  It doesn’t matter if you have 

every earthly comfort imaginable.  If you do not belong to God, if 

you have not received His mercy, then your future is eternally 

bleak.  The Good News is that God saves.  Many who were not 

God’s people, or who even now are not God’s people, will be 

called “sons of the living God.”  This could be said of you today.  

Repent of your rebellion against God.  Turn to Him and ask for His 

mercy.  And He will graciously make you His own.   

God’s Surprising Plan for the Jews (verses 27-29) 

 Let’s just briefly look at the second point about the Jews.  

The point of the Isaiah quotations in verses 27-29 is that those who 

are presently being saved from the Jews are few in number, 

compared to the nation as a whole.  The news about the Gentiles is 

surprising in an exciting way.  This news about the Jews is 

surprising in a sad way.   

 It relates back to the points Paul made toward the beginning 

of the chapter.  God chooses some and not others.  He chose Isaac, 

not Ishmael.  He chose Jacob, not Esau.  And now Paul is making 

the point, even from the very words of the great Old Testament 
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prophet, Isaiah, that only a remnant of the Jews will be saved.  This 

is surprising because we would think that a large majority of the 

Jews would rejoice at the arrival of their Messiah.  But, in fact, 

only a very small minority believe in Christ. 

 Paul will explain more about why this is so in the following 

verses, which we’ll look at next week.  He will also reveal more 

about God’s plans for the Gentiles and the Jews in chapter 11.  

This is not the last word about the Jews.  And even this word is a 

merciful one, if seen in the right context.  The fact that any are 

saved is a mercy.  It was a mercy that Lot and his daughters 

escaped the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah.  Similarly, it is a 

mercy that any Jews and any Gentiles are saved.     

 The difficulty of Paul’s teaching here for the Jews is that 

they cannot assume their family connections automatically make 

them right with God.  God had made great promises to their 

forefathers, the patriarchs, but their physical descent from those 

patriarchs is no guarantee of salvation. 

 Along these lines, my closing point of application is geared 

mainly to the children here.  Children and young people, will you 

listen to me for moment.  I want you to understand this.  I pray that 

you will understand this.  I pray for you to know the Lord.  I want 

you to know that just because your parents are Christians, that does 

not mean that you are a Christian.  It’s like the Jews who have so 

many spiritual privileges, but none of those privileges guarantee 

that they will know the Lord.   

 You, too . . . if you’re here this morning, it’s probably 

because your parents brought you here.  And hopefully they are 

teaching you about the Bible at home.  And hopefully they are 

praying with you, and praying for you.  But here’s the thing . . . 

you have to be born again.  God has to make you one of His 

children.  God doesn’t have any grandchildren.  So just because 

your parents are Christians does not mean that you’re part of the 

family of God.  You, yourself, have to become a child of God.  

And that happens through personal repentance and faith.  You have 

to come to a point of recognizing your own sin, and telling God 

you are deeply sorry for disobeying your parents, for fighting with 

your brothers or sisters, for lying, for stealing, for being selfish, 

just to name a few sins.  And you have to realize that Jesus Christ 

is the only hope you have in life.  He is the only One who can 

forgive those sins.  So look to Him.  Trust in Him.   

 And I’ll end by emphasizing the great blessing it is to have 

Christian parents.  I’ve just said that you can’t rely on them for 

your own salvation.  But I also want to say that you are very 
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fortunate if you have parents who trust in Jesus.  You have an 

opportunity every day to observe the trustworthiness of Jesus 

Christ, as you watch your parents depending on Him. 

 On Wednesday of this past week I went for run at North 

Park.  You remember Tuesday was the really cold day.  

Wednesday was still cold, but not bitter cold.  And I was itching to 

get outside and exercise, so I bundled up and headed out.  It turned 

out to be a really nice time, other than my face feeling kind of 

numb.  As I was running along listening to a Martyn Lloyd-Jones 

sermon on my iPod and enjoying the scenery of the trees covered 

in snow and the lake frozen over, I started wondering if the lake 

was frozen enough to walk on.  I was curious to try it out, but I 

wasn’t sure if I could trust the ice to hold me up.  What if the ice 

cracked and if I ended up in the hospital recovering from 

hypothermia and if I had to explain to my wife why I was walking 

across the lake.  So I didn’t do it.  But then a little while later I saw 

two guys out on the middle of the lake ice fishing.  They had a 

little tent set up, and three or four holes in the ice that they were 

tending to.  They had even caught a fish, which I saw flopping 

around on the ice (and then it stopped flopping around).  But when 

I saw those guys walking around on top of that frozen lake, 

without any concern as to whether they were going to fall in or not 

(and I certainly saw no indication that the ice was weak in any 

place around them), I realized that the lake certainly was frozen 

hard enough to hold me up.  It was strong enough to depend on.  It 

was worthy of my trust. 

 And that’s kind of like living in a home with parents who 

are trusting in Jesus.  You may still be at the point of observing.  

You haven’t stepped out on that ice.  But you can see people 

walking on it.  You can see your parents depending on Jesus.  You 

can see them praying for help.  You can see them looking to God’s 

Word for help.  You can see their trust in Jesus even when life is 

difficult.  And so my hope for all of you young people is that you 

will be able to see, hopefully in the lives of your parents and others 

in this church, that Jesus is strong enough to depend on.  Put your 

full weight upon Him.  Rely on Him. 

 And this is for anyone here, young or old.  Don’t just be an 

onlooker, watching as others are putting the full weight of their 

sins and burdens on Christ.  You, too, step out in faith and cast 

yourself on the mercy of Jesus.  And you, who once were not part 

of God’s people, will be called a child of the living God. 

 


