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Obeying the Call of Our True Master 

Matthew 28:16–20 

November 2, 2014 
Sermon Outline 

Notes: 

I. Children’s Sermon: Jesus is King… (The Christ) 
A. Jesus Revealed on the Water (Matt. 14:22–33) 

Matthew 14:30–31 
30 But when he saw the wind, he was afraid, and 

beginning to sink he cried out, “Lord, save me.” 31 

Jesus immediately reached out his hand and took hold 

of him, saying to him, “O you of little faith, why did 

you doubt?” 

B. Jesus Revealed to Peter? (Matt. 16:16–20; 21–23) 

C. Jesus Revealed on the Mountain (Matt. 17:1–9) 

D. Jesus Hidden from the Rulers (Matt. 16:1–4; 21:23–27)  

Matthew 16:4 

An evil and adulterous generation seeks for a sign, 

but no sign will be given to it except the sign of Jonah.” 

 E. Jesus Revealed in the Resurrection 

Matthew 28:16 
16 Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the 

mountain to which Jesus had directed them. 

The meeting attended by so large a number as stated by Paul [1 
Cor. 15:6] was most probably that which Jesus had appointed 
(Matt. 28:16) 1   

Matthew 28:17–20 
17 And when they saw him they worshiped him, but 

some doubted.  
18 And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in 

heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Go 

[therefore] and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 

them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 

the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe/keep all 

that I have commanded you.  

                                                 
1 Robertson, A. T. (2009). A Harmony of the Gospels (1 Co 15:6). Bellingham, 

WA: Logos Bible Software. 
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And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the 

age.” 

Key Idea 

Christians are those who have come to realize and 

embrace that Jesus is the Lord of all. 

Romans 10:9–12 

…the Scripture says, “Everyone who believes in him 

will not be put to shame.” 12 For there is no distinction 

between Jew and Greek; for the same Lord is Lord 

of all, bestowing his riches on all who call on him. 

 

II. A False Master: Self-Rule/Autonomy 
A. We Inherently Trust Ourselves 

A Letter to My Cancer: 
It may seem like you have control in my life right now, but you 
really don't. Your presence only makes me stronger, braver, 
kinder, wiser. I choose how I think, what I speak and how I love. 
You will never be able to touch those things. Never. The fear of 
your name no longer haunts my soul because I know that my soul 
belongs to me and to God. You may take your claim on this frail 
outer shell but never on my divine spirit that cries out "I am not my 
body". My soul will run, leap and tower over your attempts to pull 
me down into despair. Those who surround me will fight with me 
to let it be known that we will not surrender. Our hearts and souls 
are tied together in a lasting bond that no one mount of your 
impending growth can break. You see cancer, you do not own me. 
I own myself. And I will survive. 2 [Cf. Heidelberg Catechism, Lord’s Day 1] 

 

B. We Feel Entitled to Authority 
(1)  I’m not saying that it is bad or evil, it’s just not the best choice 

for you. 
(2)  Beauty is in the eye of the beholder. 
(3)  You have your truth, and I have my truth. 
If one stops and thinks through these three statements, it does not 
take long to realize they are patently absurd. All three illustrate 
concepts that dominate the way our culture thinks about 
goodness, beauty, and truth. As a result, all three are undermined 

                                                 
2 By Ginger Johnson. Founder, HappyChemo.com 
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in our culture, often perverted, and at best minimized. This has 
been accomplished very simply. We are preoccupied with 
ourselves. Self-actualization and self-esteem have become the 
highest goods of life, where we give all of our affection and 
adoration. Each of us is an abettor in the relativization of 
goodness, beauty, and truth, claiming that there is no true truth, 
only “my truth,” which may or may not be “your truth.” “True truth” 
is not to be expected. There is no objective beauty; all is simply a 
matter of personal taste. Certainly nothing is intrinsically good — 
though it may be permissible to assign goodness out of personal 
preferences — but unless something is politically incorrect, it 
cannot be identified as good or bad. It can only be declared as 
preferred. 3 
 

III. God is True, Good & Beautiful! 
The Word of God clearly challenges our attempt to relativize truth, 
beauty, and goodness, first by declaring the Word itself true, 
beautiful, and good, then by revealing these as attributes of the 
triune God. Truth is a reality because God is truth and cannot lie. 
Therefore, what God says does not contain truth or become truth 
— it is truth: “Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth” (John 
17:17). 

A. True: God is Judge… not to be Judged 
1. Peter (Matthew 16:21–23) 

2. Jewish Leaders (Matthew 21:23–27) 

B. Good: God Defines Good & Evil 
Ephesians 5:15–17 
15 Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise but 

as wise, 16 making the best use of the time, because the 

days are evil. 17 Therefore do not be foolish, but 

understand what the will of the Lord is. 

C. Beautiful: What is Valued… 
Psalm 27:4 

One thing have I asked of the Lord, that will I seek 

after: that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the 

days of my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the Lord 

and to inquire in his temple. 

                                                 
3 The Triune God: Good, Beautiful, and True by Harry Reeder. 

http://www.ligonier.org 
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The ultimate good of the gospel is seeing and savoring the beauty 
and value of God. God's wrath and our sin obstruct that vision and 
that pleasure. You can't see and savor God as supremely 
satisfying while you are full of rebellion against him and he is full 
of wrath against you. The removal of this wrath and this rebellion 
is what the gospel is for. The ultimate aim of the gospel is the 
display of God's glory and the removal of every obstacle to our 
seeing it and savoring it as our highest treasure. "Behold your 
God!" is the most gracious command and best gift of the gospel. If 
we do not see him and savor him as our greatest fortune, we have 
not obeyed or believed the gospel. 4 

 

D. Let Us Present Our Lives to God! 
Romans 12:1–2 
1 I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of 

God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, (peace 

offering) holy and acceptable to God, which is your 

spiritual worship. 2 Do not be conformed to this world, 

but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that 

by testing you may discern what is the will of God, 

what is good and acceptable and perfect. 

1. Spiritual growth in godliness 
2. One anothering 
3. Spreading the Word 

Key Idea  

The truth concerning Jesus has been proclaimed, may 

the Holy Spirit make it effective in our souls bringing 

us to joyfully bow down before him, offering him our 

every word and deed. 

                                                 
4 Piper, John (2005-09-08). God Is the Gospel: Meditations on God's Love as 

the Gift of Himself (p. 57). Crossway. Kindle Edition. 


