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  The Good Shepherd - III 
John 10:1-18 

BI: There is no greater comfort and security on earth than to know that the “Good 
Shepherd” claims you as His own. 
Read John 10:1-18
     This morning we once again come back to John 10 where we have been learning about 
Jesus as the Good Shepherd. Last time we learned that… 

I. The Good Shepherd calls His sheep:
1. We observed that in verse 3 Jesus gives us a picture of a shepherd who steps into a 
sheepfold where at least a couple of flocks are mingled together and He calls His own 
sheep out to follow Him. But it’s not as though he whistles for his flock, or plays a tune 
on his flute (as some shepherds were known to do), rather, He calls each of His sheep by 
name.  And  if  you  are  one  of  His  sheep,  you  are  so  because  Jesus  has  called  you 
personally by name. 
 2. Not only that, but if you are truly one of Jesus sheep, then you bear two marks of his 
ownership – a mark on your ear and a mark on your foot. Here is how Jesus puts it (27), 
the mark on the ear – “My sheep hear my voice.” The mark on the foot – “they follow 
me.” Those who belong to Jesus not only profess to know Him, but that profession is 
confirmed by the fact that they hear his word and obey. 
3. So the first thing we learn about the Good Shepherd is that He Calls His Sheep.

II. The Good Shepherd Loves His Sheep:

1. Read v. 14 “I am the good shepherd, and I know My own and My own know Me, 15 
even as the Father knows Me and I know the Father.”
 2. The word for “know(s)” here is ginosko. It’s used earlier in this passage (4) where it is 
said that the sheep “know His voice.” In John’s Gospel this word “know” often 
communicates more than a simple knowledge of facts; it implies a relationship of trust 
and intimacy.” For example, 

• John 14:9 “Jesus said, “Have I been so long with you, and yet you have not come to 
know Me, Philip? 

• John 14:17 “the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it does not 
see Him or know Him, but you know Him because He abides with you and will 
be in you.”

• John 17:3 “This is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and 
Jesus Christ whom You have sent. 



3. The kind of knowledge Jesus is speaking of here is an intimate knowledge; one that 
reveals a deep love for the one known. It is the kind of knowledge shared by the best of 
friends or between a husband and wife. It is a knowledge that plunges beyond the 
superficials into the thoughts, intentions, habits, idiosyncrasies, and nuances of the heart. 
It's the kind of knowledge that intuitively senses the other person’s needs, desires, pain, 
sorrow, and joy. 
4. The idea here is that the shepherd not only calls his sheep, but loves his sheep 
personally and intimately. He knows them and invites them to know Him. But it isn’t 
though we sought Him out and won His affection. No, He chose us, and came to us, 
purchased us, made us His own, gave us His name and welcomed us in as legal and 
official members of His family. Now, I know Jesus is using the metaphor of a shepherd 
and his sheep, but what Jesus is actually doing is painting a picture of the theological 
doctrine of Adoption. 
5.  The word for “adoption” in the NT means “to instate as a son.” It was used by Paul (in 
Romans, Galatians, and Ephesians) to depict the act of God whereby He makes us 
members of His family. The doctrine of adoption has been called “the highest privilege 
the gospel offer. ” Why? Because the Bible’s teaching on adoption takes the justified 1

sinner out of God’s courtroom and into God’s home where he/she becomes a child of 
God.
6. Elaborating on this subject, J.I. Packer writes:

In the ancient world, adoption was a practice ordinarily confined to the childless 
“well-to-do.”  Its subjects… were not normally infants, as today, but young 
adults who had shown themselves fit and able to carry on a family name in a 
worthy way. In this case, however, God adopts us out of free love, not because 
our character and record show us worthy to bear His name, but despite the fact 
that they show the very opposite. We are NOT fit for a place in God’s family; the 
idea of His loving and exalting us sinners as He loved and exalted the Lord Jesus 
sounds ludicrous and wild – yet that, and nothing less than that, is what our 
adoption means.”2

7. Consider a few significant Scriptures to speak to adoption.

1) John 1:12  “But to all who receive Him, who believe in His name, He gave the 
power to become children of God.” 

2) Rom. 8:15 “For you have not received a spirit of slavery leading to fear again, 
but you have received a spirit of adoption as sons by which we cry out, ‘Abba! 
Father!’” 

3) Galatians 4:4-5 “But when the fullness of time came God sent forth His Son, born 
of woman, born under the law 5so that He might redeem those who were under 
the Law, that we might receive the adoption as sons. 
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4) Eph. 1:5 “He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to 
Himself, according to the kind intention of His will. 

8. So when Jesus speaks of calling his sheep by name and knowing them with a deep, 
mutually intimate love, He is picturing for us what Paul will later call Adoption.   

9. Beloved, this is a precious doctrine for us. In fact, some would argue that it is the most 
precious doctrine for the believer in all the Bible. You see, the doctrine of justification – 
the teaching that God the Judge has declared us righteous – does not imply any deep 
personal relationship between man and His judge. Taken by itself, a sinner might 
otherwise be granted Justification without any personal relationship with God. Adoption, 
however, is not a picture of a courtroom but the picture of a family painted with terms of 
love, intimacy, and security with God as our gracious and compassionate Father. As 
Packer puts it,  

In adoption, God takes us into His family and fellowship, and establishes us a 
His children and heirs. Closeness, affection and generosity are at the heart of 
this relationship. To be right with God the Judge is a great thing, but to be 
loved and cared for by God the Father is a greater.  3

10. Consider three major benefits of being adopted by God: 

1) We have a new Father   
Gal. 4:7 “Therefore you are no longer a slave, but a son; and if a son, then an heir through God.” 

a) Because of this, we have the privilege of prayer  
•Mat. 6:9 “Pray, then, in this way: ‘Our Father who is in heaven, Hallowed be Your name.  
•Therefore, ask, seek, knock…  (Matt. 7:7) 

b) We have the privilege of paternal forgiveness (vs. judicial). 
•Mat. 6:12-13 “And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. 13 ‘And do not 

lead us into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Yours is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory forever. Amen.’  

•Therefore, live in the joy of having a pure spirit (Matt. 5:8).  

c) God now is committed to supplying our needs  
• Matthew 6:32-33 “Do not worry then, saying, ‘What will we eat?’ or ‘What will we 

drink?’ or ‘What will we wear for clothing?’ For the Gentiles eagerly seek all these things; 
for your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. But seek first His kingdom 
and His righteousness and all these things will be added to you.” 

• This truth should enable you to successfully battle anxiety. 

d) God promises us an inheritance in heaven  
•Rom. 8:16–17 “The Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit that we are children of God, 17 and 

if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with 
Him so that we may also be glorified with Him.” 
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•This truth should motivate us to live by the promise of future reward rather than instant 
gratification.

e) We benefit from the fatherly discipline of God  
•Hebrews 12:5–6  “and you have forgotten the exhortation which is addressed to you as sons, 

“MY SON, DO NOT REGARD LIGHTLY THE DISCIPLINE OF THE LORD, NOR FAINT WHEN YOU 
ARE REPROVED BY HIM; 6 FOR THOSE WHOM THE LORD LOVES HE DISCIPLINES, AND HE 
SCOURGES EVERY SON WHOM HE RECEIVES.” 

•Therefore, do not resent God for your suffering nor allow yourself to be crushed by it. Your 
suffering has been carefully measured for your good by your heavenly Father.

2) We have a new Family  
Mark 10:28–30 “ Peter began to say to Him, “Behold, we have left everything and followed You.” 
29 Jesus said, “Truly I say to you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or mother 
or father or children or farms, for My sake and for the gospel’s sake, 30 but that he will receive a 
hundred times as much now in the present age, houses and brothers and sisters and mothers and 
children and farms, along with persecutions; and in the age to come, eternal life.  

a) Loneliness is replaced by community 
• Ephesians 4:25 “Therefore, laying aside falsehood, SPEAK TRUTH EACH ONE of you WITH 

HIS NEIGHBOR, for we are members of one another.”  
• Milton Vincent: “The gospel is not just a message of reconciliation with God, but it also 

heralds the reconciliation of all believers to one another in Christ… When God saved us, 
He made us members of His household, and He gave us as gifts to one another. Each 
brother and sister is a portion of my gospel inheritance from God, and I am a portion of 
their inheritance as well. We are significant players in each other’s gospel narrative, and 
it is in relationship with one another that we experience the fullness of God in Christ”   4

b) We have support in our battle against sin  
• Hebrews 3:12 “Take care, brethren, that there not be in any one of you an evil, 

unbelieving heart that falls away from the living God.13But encourage one another day 
after day, as long as it is still called “Today,” so that none of you will be hardened by the 
deceitfulness of sin.” 

• This exhortation should inspire us to invite others to speak into our lives.   

c) We have wisdom for growth and change  
• Romans 15:14 “And concerning you, my brethren, I myself also am convinced that you 

yourselves are full of goodness, filled with all knowledge and able also to admonish one 
another.”  

• Therefore, seek counsel from one another.   

d) We can experience the blessing of corporate worship  
• Hebrews 10:24–25 “and let us consider how to stimulate one another to love and good 

deeds, 25 not forsaking our own assembling together, as is the habit of some, but 
encouraging one another; and all the more as you see the day drawing near.” 

• Therefore, corporate worship is a divine privilege that we should rarely allow ourselves to 
miss.   

 Milton Vincent, (2008) A Gospel Primer, Focus Publishing, (23)4



3) We are given the Holy Spirit  
Rom. 8:14–15 “For all who are being led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God. 15 For you have 
not received a spirit of slavery leading to fear again, but you have received a spirit of adoption as sons 
by which we cry out, ‘Abba! Father!’”  (cf. Luke 11:13) 

a) By His power we can overcome fear (8:15) 

b) By His power we change and grow  
• 2 Cor. 3:18 “But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the 

Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as from the 
Lord, the Spirit.”  

• Milton Vincent, “The glory of God is the most powerful agent of transformation available 
to mankind. It is so powerful that it transforms those who merely gaze at it…[I must 
learn] that if I wish to become all that God wants me to be, I must behold His glory each 
day.”  This we do by the power of God’s Spirit. 5

c) He is our source of righteousness, peace, and joy  
• Rom. 14:17 “for the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness and 

peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.”  

d) He is the source of immediate hope in trial  
• Romans 5:3–5 “And not only this, but we also exult in our tribulations, knowing that 

tribulation brings about perseverance; 4 and perseverance, proven character; and proven 
character, hope; 5 and hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured 
out within our hearts through the Holy Spirit who was given to us.  

f) From Him comes the sweet fruit of relational unity  
• Galatians 5:22–23 “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 

goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.”  

g) He gifts us with unique abilities to serve one another 
• Rom. 12:6 “Since we have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, each of us 

is to exercise them accordingly: if prophecy, according to the proportion of his faith.”

h) He enables us to conquer the deeds of the flesh  
• Romans 8:13 “for if you are living according to the flesh, you must die; but if by the Spirit 

you are putting to death the deeds of the body, you will live.” 

11. So you see, beloved, having Jesus as our Good Shepherd is something deeper and 
richer than we might have imagined. Jesus’ metaphor of sheep and shepherd is actually a 
picture of the incomparable  privilege of adoption by God through Christ. It is a 
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revelation of God unfathomable love, affection, and personal care for those He has called 
to be His own.  

12. I suspect this is what Paul was thinking of when He wrote to the church of Ephesus 
(3:14–19”   

For this reason I [that God] would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, 
to be strengthened with power through His Spirit in the inner man, 17 so that 
Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; and that you, being rooted and 
grounded in love, 18 may be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the 
breadth and length and height and depth, 19 and to know the love of Christ which 
surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled up to all the fullness of God. 

BI: There is no greater comfort and security on earth than to know that the “Good 
Shepherd” claims you as His own. 


