
When Compromise Comes back haunt you. 

Judges 2:1-15 

 

Last week we left off in our study of the OT with a look at one of the early military campains of Joshua and the 

Israelites.  We learned that they got off to a good start and were following the Lord.  Joshua 10-12 is testimony 

to how Israel started off well and was thorough in their obedience to God.  But they didn’t finish the occupation 

of the land as strong as they started.  They lost their will along the way and began to compromise.   

 

Today’s message is about compromise and the way compromise can come back to haunt us.   

Open your bibles to Judges 1 and we’re going to skip thorugh glancing at narrator’s notes about this.  Keep in 

mind that the book of Judges deals primarily with Israel’s history inside the land between Joshua’s leadership 

and the time when Israel had there first King. 

Judges 1:21ff 

 

(Divide in 3 slides and have them open on click) 

1:21 – “did not drive out the Jebusites” 

1:25 – “but they let the man and his family go free” 

1:27 – “so the Canaanites persisted in living in that land” 

1:28 – “but they did not drive them out completely” 

1:29 – “Ephraim did not drive out the Canaaites who were living in Gezer” 

1:30 – “Zebulan did not drive out the inhabitants of Kitron” 

1:31 – Asher did not drive out the inhabitants of Acco” 

1:33 – Naphtali did not drive out the inhabitants of Beth shemesh” 

 

This is the introduction to the book of Judges.  The narrator of this portion of Israel’s history is sending the 

reader a message in his introduction.  And what follows?  If you have read the book of Judges you know it 

covers a very dark time in Israel’s history that began with compromising and rationalizing God’s word to them 

and ended with 400 years of time summarized with the concluding statement from the last verse of Judges.   

 

Jud 21:25 “In those days there was no king in Israel; everyone did what was right in his own eyes.”    

 

The good news is that God eventually installed a king who had a heart for God and the will to do what God has 

called for.  Following 400 years of spiritual wilderness God anointed a King, king David, who will do God’s 

will.  But that story is for a later time, but we will be back for this. 

 

Now for todays primary text: Judges 2:1- 

Judges 2:1-5 (NASB)   Now the angel of the LORD came up from Gilgal to Bochim. And he said, "I brought you 

up out of Egypt and led you into the land which I have sworn to your fathers; and I said, 'I will never break My 

covenant with you, 2and as for you, you shall make no covenant with the inhabitants of this land; you shall tear 

down their altars.' But you have not obeyed Me; what is this you have done? 3"Therefore I also said, 'I will not 

drive them out before you; but they shall become as thorns in your sides, and their gods shall be a snare to you.' 

" 4And it came about when the angel of the LORD spoke these words to all the sons of Israel, that the people 

lifted up their voices and wept. 5So they named that place Bochim; and there they sacrificed to the LORD.  

 



At some point in time we all compromise.  Some worse than others.  There are biblical sayings that express how 

compromises that come back to haunt.  Like from Num 32:23 “Be sure your sin will find you out?”  And from 

Gal 6:7 “for whatever a man sows this he will also reap.” 

 

Sometimes we are slow learners.  Or perhaps not good listeners.  We too often insist on learning from pain and 

sometimes even then we refuse to acknowledge our compromises as sin.  A compromise of God’s moral code, a 

compromise in the kind of person you marry; a compromise of honesty and so forth can come back to haunt you 

in ways we can’t imagine.   

 

I want you to listen carefully to the way this compromise played itself out as I continue to read from judges 2. 

Judges 2:6-15 (NASB)   When Joshua had dismissed the people, the sons of Israel went each to his inheritance 

to possess the land. 7And the people served the LORD all the days of Joshua, and all the days of the elders who 

survived Joshua, who had seen all the great work of the LORD which He had done for Israel. 8Then Joshua the 

son of Nun, the servant of the LORD, died at the age of one hundred and ten. 9And they buried him in the 

territory of his inheritance in Timnath-heres, in the hill country of Ephraim, north of Mount Gaash. 10And all 

that generation also were gathered to their fathers; and there arose another generation after them who did not 

know the LORD, nor yet the work which He had done for Israel. 11Then the sons of Israel did evil in the sight 

of the LORD, and served the Baals, 12and they forsook the LORD, the God of their fathers, who had brought 

them out of the land of Egypt, and followed other gods from among the gods of the peoples who were around 

them, and bowed themselves down to them; thus they provoked the LORD to anger. 13So they forsook the LORD 

and served Baal and the Ashtaroth. 14And the anger of the LORD burned against Israel, and He gave them into 

the hands of plunderers who plundered them; and He sold them into the hands of their enemies around them, so 

that they could no longer stand before their enemies. 15Wherever they went, the hand of the LORD was against 

them for evil, as the LORD had spoken and as the LORD had sworn to them, so that they were severely distressed.  

 

I don’t suppose the generation of Israelites who took control of the land of Canaan could have imagined the 

devastating affects that leaving Canaanite influence would have on their children and grandchildren.  But it was 

devastating. 

 

And this is the generation whose parents and grandparents disobedience caused them to have to wander 40 

years in the wildnerss.  This generation that compromised were the same ones who suffered for their parents 

and grandparents failure to walk by faith when they feared the inhabitants.  Now their children have been 

handed over a land half occupied by the wicked Canaanites. 

 

That first Generation of Israelites in the covenant land that God had promised to bring them into to prosper 

them compromised the word of the Lord and lost their children to the world around them. 

Friends compromise with the world is a dangerous game to play. Perhaps a good summarizing principle from 

this text would look like this. Compromise in one generation led to apostasy in the next. 

 

Let’s just take note of several key statements about the children of compromising parents:  

 They did not know the Lord nor God’s track record with Israel. v. 10 

 They did evil in the sight of the Lord and served Canaanite baals. v. 11 

 They forsook the Lord, the God of their Fathers v. 12 

 They followed other Gods v. 13  

 God judged them for breaking faith with them. v. 14-15 

 



Now I know good and well that none of us wants this for our kids.  And many of you are doing everything you 

can to influence your children in a holy righteous path.  Your trying to protect them from the wrong 

companions, your trying to shield them from evil influence.  But are you compromising.  You can not teach 

them God’s command while you rationalize and justify your own disregard for what you know is right. 

 

We live in a land and time and world where such ungodliness is in our children’s face and at their finger tips all 

the time.  And I want to simply give us all a few reminders so that our faithfulness to God and to the next 

generation may be encouraged. 

 

Reminder 1: We must be a teachers of truth in the lives of our children and grandchildren. 

 

Israel’s parents and grandparents remained monotheists with Canaanite worship surrounding them but the 

words of the Lord were not passed on to their children and grandchildren.   

 

Judges 2:7,9 “And the people served the LORD all the days of Joshua, and all the days of the elders who 

survived Joshua, who had seen all the great work of the LORD which He had done for Israel…There arose a 

generation after them that did not know the Lord nor yet the work which he had done for Israel.”   

They simply didn’t know God, who he was or what he did for Israel. 

 

Let me show you the educational plan that had been spelled out for them once inside the land.  Just before 

Moses died and they began the conquest they received this instruction in Deut 6:4-9; 20-25 

 

They had the books of Genesis through Joshua but the fathers somehow failed to see to their children being 

taught God’s words and God’s deeds which were critical for them understanding who they were, and why they 

were there and how they were to live and not live. They were ignorant of all that while they were surrounded by 

Canaanite influence.  That is a dangerous recipe my friends. 

 

The children of this church need parents who value a biblical education.  And the children who get an early start 

both at home and through the church are certainly at an advantage. 

 

The church comes along parents in a great way through our next generation ministries.  And of course these are 

led primarily by parents and grandparents in the church.  People who themselves have gotten a good biblical 

education through the years.   

 

But perhaps judges 2:10 is a good reason to serve in PL and SM and a good reason to support it whole heartedly 

and to fund it with serious dollars and facility space.   

 

We are in a culture war for the next generation and don’t think were not.  But beyond teaching our young 

people need something else.  They need models. 

 

Reminder 2: You must be a model of what you teach. 

 

You’re an example.  If you demonstrate that reading and studying your bible and serving in ministry while 

keeping them your chief ministry they will see that and feel that.  But if the bible, prayer, the body of Christ, 



worship, witnessing to the lost, loving the poor etc takes a back seat to the things of the world they are going to 

see that.   

 

Compromising hypocrisy in the lives of parents is so likely to result in losing your children to  the world. 

They need to see a Christ like heart in their dad and in their mom.  They need that.  Which means you need to 

keep growing and not get sucked into this world around you. 

 

1 John 2:15 is a good verse to consider. 

 

One last reminder of comfort is this: 

 

Reminder 3: Faithfulness to the Lord can’t be forced. 

 

I say this first of all to comfort those of you who have lived faithful devoted lives before your children and 

taught them and were examples for them and yet with the knowledge of the Lord they have gone the way of the 

world at least for the time being. 

 

But there is a difference between requiring learning the truth and requiring obeying the truth.  If you do not 

require and force your kids to learn they will choose to be ignorant and incapable of doing anything because 

that is just easier.  Its what they do with the education that you require of them that you can’t control.  

 

All the education in the world doesn’t mean they will all act on what they hear.   

 

A biblical education doesn’t guarantee they will follow God rather than the world around them.  However, 

no biblical education guarantees they won’t know and follow God. 

 

As parents and grandparents, we teach and we model and we pray like there is no tomorrow and then we leave 

them in the hands of God. 

 

Today we are going to have an altar call for families or for parents to join together in prayer for their kids.   

 

Either bring them with you or come alone and pray for them with another family down here. 

 

Mountain Time 

 


