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Well, I want you to look here at the story of these descendants of Lot by his two daugh-

ters. I want you to see several principles as we go through it.  First of all, I want you to 

see that the sin that you tolerate in your life will become very evident in the lives of your 

children.  The sin that you tolerate in your life will become very manifest in your chil-

dren.  What you do not deal with, not only will it come and haunt you badly in old age, 

but it will also haunt you as you see that sin repeated in the lives of your children and 

your grandchildren.  And not simply repeated, but aggravated.  And I want to illustrate 

that in the story of these two sons born of incest, these two sons whose father was also 

their grandfather, Ben-Ammi, the father of the Ammonites and Moab, the father of the 

Moabites.   

 

We notice here in verse four of Deuteronomy chapter 23 that their descendants were not 

allowed to ever come to be part of the people of God—and you have to hold on to your 

hat until the end of the message on that one—but even down to the 10
th

 generation.  And 

the reason for that is they did not come to meet you with bread and water. 

 

Now, it is interesting that in Deuteronomy chapter two, verse nine, “The LORD said to 

me [that is, to Moses], ‘Do not harass the Moabites or provoke them to war, for I will not 

give you any part of their land. I have given Ar to the descendants of Lot as a posses-

sion.’”
1
 

 

And then in that same chapter, verse 19 of Deuteronomy two, “When you come to the 

Ammonites, do not harass them or provoke them to war, for I will not give you posses-

sion of any land belonging to the Ammonites. I have given it as a possession to the de-

scendants of Lot.”
2
 

 

And so God told the Israelites as they went into the Promised Land, they were to leave 

these people alone. These people were fellow Hebrews, you have to understand, descen-

dents of Heber. They are Hebrews.  They are Hebrews just as the Jews and the Israelites 

were Hebrews, just as the descendants, the Edomites, were Hebrews.  These are all He-

brew peoples coming, you see, out of the part of the Fertile Crescent near the Persian 

Gulf, emigrating and coming down and settling in the land of Canaan.   

                                                 
1
 Deuteronomy 2:9 (All Scripture references are from the New International Version of the Bible unless 

otherwise indicated). 
2
 Deuteronomy 2:19 
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And so God warns the Jewish people, “Leave those people alone.  Don’t mess with the 

Moabites.  Don’t mess with the Ammonites.” 

 

But the Jews sought permission and asked them for food and asked them for water, will-

ing to pay for that food and water.  But not only did they refuse, but they sought to come 

against them. 

 

Turn with me, if you will, over to the book of Judges for a moment, Judges chapter 11.   

 

After Israel is in the Promised Land she began to backslide and we discover that Judges 

chapter 11, beginning on page 391, the Ammonites come to be at war with the people of 

Israel.  They begin to invade their territory.  Look at verse eight, Judges 11, verse eight.  

“The elders of Gilead said to him [that is, Jephthah], ‘Nevertheless, we are turning to you 

now; come with us to fight the Ammonites, and you will be our head over all who live in 

Gilead.’”
3
 

 

And we turn over to the next...down to verse 13.  Jephthah, who is challenged to go to 

war to drive the Ammonites out from invading the land of Israel, first seeks terms of 

peace with them, verse 12.  “Jephthah sent messengers to the Ammonite king with the 

question: ‘What do you have against us that you have attacked our country?’”
4
 

 

Verse 13.  “The king of the Ammonites answered Jephthah’s messengers, ‘When Israel 

came up out of Egypt, they took away my land from the Arnon to the Jabbok, all the way 

to the Jordan. Now give it back peaceably.’”
5
 

 

And Jephthah’s answer is in verse 14, you see there.  

 

This is what Jephthah says: Israel did not take the land of Moab or the 

land of the Ammonites.  But when they came up out of Egypt, Israel went 

through the desert to the Red Sea and on to Kadesh.
6
 

 

And so he begins to defend the fact that Israel never took the land of the Moabites or the 

Ammonites.  Nevertheless this man is not persuaded.  

 

Now, I want you to see something very striking in Jephthah’s words—page 392.  Look at 

verse 23.  “Now since the LORD, the God of Israel, has driven the Amorites out before 

his people...”
7
 Notice Amorites. It sounds like Ammonites. They are not the same.  The 

Amorites are Canaanites.  They are pagan people. The Ammonites, however, are kinfolk. 

They are fellow Hebrews.   

 

                                                 
3
 Judges 11:8 

4
 Judges 11:12 

5
 Judges 11:13 

6
 Judges 11:14-15 

7
 Judges 11:23 
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So he says to the Ammonite King, “The Lord drove out the Amorites before his people 

Israel, what right have you to take it over?”
8
 

 

Now, notice verse 24.  I want you to really look at that verse.  It is a rather striking verse.  

It reveals what Jephthah believed.  Now, remember. When you read the book of Judges 

the book of Judges is written to tell us how not to act, how not to believe.  “In those days 

there was no king in Israel.”  That statement is repeated four times in four different places 

in the book. And twice when that statement is made, this part is added, “In those days 

there was no king in Israel and every man did that which was right in his own eyes.”
9
 

 

What do you do when you don’t have the Bible?  What do you do when you have had the 

Bible and reject the Bible?  What do you do when you go your own way, follow your 

own opinion, your own feelings, the opinions of other people and reject the Scripture. 

That is what the book of Judges is all about.   

 

But look here, now, at Jephthah and look at how he phrases what he phrases.  Verse 24, 

“Will you not take what your god Chemosh gives you?”
10

 

 

Now, the god of the Ammonites was named Chemosh.  And the god of the Moabites was 

named Molech.  And I want you to know there is not a dime’s worth of difference in 

these two gods. Molech and Chemosh are essentially the same god worshipped by the 

descendants of Lot.   

 

I want you to see, then, that as Lot—who is a saved man and we will see him in heaven—

moves towards Sodom he begins to be influenced by the people of Sodom and the spirit 

of Sodom got into his daughters.  The sad thing is we will see Lot in heaven, but we 

won’t see Lot’s daughters.  We will see Lot in heaven. We won’t see Lot’s wife.  Lot 

sees Abraham in heaven, but Lot does not see either his daughters or his wife.  He is a 

picture of a Christian who, in his foolish decisions, loses his family. 

 

But what we want to bring out today is not only does he lose his family, but his family as 

it descends away from Lot, descends also in wickedness. As it descends away from the 

standards of Bible truth which he had through his connection with his uncle Abraham—

even though the Bible had not yet been written, revelation had been given—as he de-

scends away from that his descendants descend even further away from that. And they 

adopt this terrible, vile god.  Chemosh of the Ammonites, Molech of the Moabites...what 

are these gods like?   

 

They are gods that demand human sacrifice.  They demand human sacrifice.  Their im-

ages were brazen and for laps they had barbecue pits. And the way that you worshipped 

these two gods was to bring your living infant and lay your living infant on the burning 

fire pot that was in the laps of these gods.  Let me tell you.  Evil is real.  Let me tell you 

that Satan is real.  Let me tell you that demons are real.  Human beings didn’t come up 

                                                 
8
 Ibid. 

9
 Judges 17:6; 18:1; 19:1; 21:25 

10
 Judges 11:24 
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with that on their own.  They came up with it as they were influenced by fallen angels 

who hated God and who hated man who was created in the image of God. 

 

Did you know that you are a flag of God?  Lot’s of times we see news pictures of nations 

where they can’t attack us, but they will take a symbol of our nation, a flag, and they will 

defile it in some way, they will burn it and stomp on it.  You are a flag of the existence of 

God.  You have been created in the image of God.  You bear the banner of God over you.  

Even if you are not a Christian that image is still there though broken. And so Satan hates 

you.  You have a person who hates you, despises you and who wants you to suffer badly 

and will do what he can to bring pain and misery and destruction on you and your chil-

dren.  And it is this demonic god Chemosh, this demonic god Moab whom Lot’s descen-

dants adopt as their god. 

 

But look at how Jephthah words it.  “Will you not take what your god Chemosh gives 

you?  Likewise, whatever the LORD our God... ”
11

 The word LORD is all capitalized, 

“whatever Yahweh, our God has given us we will possess.” 

 

Does this kind of ring oddly in your ears?  Think about it for a moment.    

 

“You have got what your god has given you.  We have got what our God has given us.” 

 

I mean, do we think that way?  Can demons give things to people?  Are these demons?  

Are these gods real?  

 

Do you know the Bible answer to that question is yes and no?   

 

Turn with me, if you will, over to 1 Corinthians chapter 10, 1 Corinthians chapter 10.  

 

Are the gods of paganism real?  The answer of the Bible is surprising. The answer is yes 

and no.  1 Corinthians chapter 10.  Let’s pick it up at verse 14—page 1782.   

 

Therefore, my dear friends, flee from idolatry.  I speak to sensible people; 

judge for yourselves what I say.  Is not the cup of thanksgiving for which 

we give thanks a participation in the blood of Christ?
12

 

 

Let that sink in for a moment.  What is he talking about?  He is talking about the Lord’s 

Supper. He is talking about the cup that we lift up in the Lord’s Supper, the cup from 

which we drink in the Lord’s Supper.  Look at what he says about it. He doesn’t give us 

an elaborate Aristotelian theory.  He just says it matter of factly by his asking a question 

that is worded in Greek grammar in such a way as to demand the answer yes.  “Is not the 

cup of thanksgiving for which we give thanks a participation in the blood of Christ?”
13

 A 

sharing in the blood of Christ, a participation, a contact point with the blood of Christ, if 

you will.   

                                                 
11

 Ibid. 
12

 1 Corinthians 10:14-16 
13

 1 Corinthians 10:16 
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And is not the bread that we break a participation in [a sharing in, a com-

munion in] the body of Christ?  Because there is one loaf, we, who are 

many, are one body, for we all partake...
14

 

 

Notice, again, we partake of the body of Christ.  We partake of the blood of Christ. We 

partake of the bread. We partake of the wine.  So we both partake of the physical ele-

ment, the bread and the wine, and we partake of something beyond that, the body and 

blood of Christ.  How we do that is never spelled out in Scripture.  It is a sad, sad thing 

that for thousands of years Christians have been divided over theories of how Christ is 

present in the Lord’s Supper. But he is present because the Bible tells us that. And if you 

read over in 1 Corinthians 11 you understand the Lord’s Supper is more than a flannel-

graph picture illustration of truth because when you take it unworthily you can get sick.  

And if you take it in a contemptuous way with sin unconfessed in your life and mocking 

at the power of the Lord’s Supper you can die.   

 

I probably ought to turn you over there just because it is so bizarre to hear that and look 

at what he says in chapter 11—page 1785—verse 29.  “For anyone who eats and drinks 

without recognizing the body of the Lord...”
15

  He is talking about eating and drinking the 

Lord’s supper without recognizing the body of the Lord .There is more to the Lord’s 

Supper than meets the eye.  He says, “...eats and drinks judgment on himself.”
16

 

 

Look at verse 30.  This is not just a flannelgraph picture. See, if it is just a memorial...it is 

a memorial, but if that is all it is let’s do away with it.  And let’s just have a flannelgraph 

picture up here to remind us on a regular basis that Jesus died for our sins.  Notice it is 

more than that because he says in verse 30, “That is why many among you are weak and 

sick, and a number of you have fallen asleep.”
17

  And he is not talking about dozing off in 

church which always causes me to have to do something up here to wake you up.  He is 

talking about people dying because sleep is a euphemism in the New Testament for 

death.   

 

So notice there is something about the Lord’s Supper that is more than meets the eye and 

it has power to change and transform, not because we put our faith in it, but we put our 

faith in Christ.  Nevertheless we come into contact, somehow or another, with Christ’s 

body and blood with powerful effect.  But that is not the purpose of the message today.   

 

I want you to look back at 1 Corinthians 10, verse 18.  Now, he is drawing a conclusion 

from this, verse 18.  “Consider the people of Israel.”
18

  Page 1783.  Let me tell you. 

These are truths if you don’t get, they are going to mess your life up in terms of your fi-

nances and your health.  I am not kidding. 

 

                                                 
14

 1 Corinthians 10:16-17 
15

 1 Corinthians 11:29 
16

 Ibid. 
17

 1 Corinthians 11:30 
18

 1 Corinthians 10:18 
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I am going to tell you a true story right at this point.   

 

I had a great privilege this week of working on my doctorate for a week and my son-in-

law John Uhl and I were taking a course together, working on our doctorate.  And that 

course was taught by two former foreign missionaries. One is a man in his 80s who was a 

missionary in the old Southern Presbyterian Church. And he went in the 50s to the Bel-

gian Congo and he remained as a missionary in the Belgian Congo until Belgium pulled 

out and revolutionaries took over the country and he barely escaped with his life.  

 

His son was born in the United States, but was raised initially in the Congo. And then he 

took his family, after some time, and they were missionaries in Brazil. And he and his 

son team taught our course.  It so happened that our son Andrew wanted to take a semi-

nary class and so someone provided the money for him to take this class, not the one we 

took, which is a doctoral class, he took a master’s class.  And late Thursday night as we 

were sitting up after class I began to share with Andrew some of my experiences in deal-

ing with the supernatural. I talked to him about how important it is that a Christian exer-

cise authority over the power of darkness by speaking that authority over them and not 

simply by believing things.   And I guess Andrew had heard that over many years but it 

never sunk in as it sank into him that night.   

 

So the next morning the class that John Uhl and I took started 30 minutes earlier than 

Andrew’s class and we drove and it was about a two mile drive. And so we went on to 

our class and I get this phone call about 30 minutes later. 

 

He said, “Dad.”  It’s Andrew.  He said, “I did something just now I have never done be-

fore in my life.”  

 

I said, “Tell me about it, Andrew.”  

 

He said, “Well, daddy, I went out to start my car and it wouldn’t start. And I looked on 

the dashboard and the clock had stopped at five o’clock.”  He said, “Doesn’t that mean 

the battery is totally dead?” 

 

And I said, “Yes, it does.  It means the battery is totally dead.  If the clock on the 

dashboard stops, that is the lowest power drain in your vehicle and it is getting no power 

if it stopped at five o’clock.” 

 

He said, “Well, dad, I went out,” and he said, “I raised the hood and I decided to pray for 

God to start my car because I was going to be late for class.  So I lifted the hood and I 

prayed for my battery and I said, ‘Lord, please, let my battery work and let my car start.’ 

And as soon as I prayed that,” he said, “I began to have all of these doubts come into my 

mind.”   

 

Did you ever have doubts come into your mind?   

 



Page 7 of 20 

 

See, you think those doubts come from your own mind.  And they can.  But it isn’t al-

ways. 

 

He said, “I began to be just overwhelmed with thoughts of unbelief and doubt, like this is 

silly.  You know, a battery is a material thing. This is a material universe.  It is a dead 

battery. It is really dead because the car clock stopped at five o’clock. So I had all of 

these thoughts of unbelief and doubt come into my mind.”  And he said, “Dad, I did 

something I have never done before.”  He said, “I commanded them out loud to get out of 

my mind in the name of Jesus.”  And he said, “As soon as I did that the light came on in 

the car.”  And he said, “I went and cranked it and it cranked right up and I am on my way 

to school right now.” 

 

And so he was able to go to class without having to call me out of class to go over with 

what I carry, jumper cables, to jump him off. 

 

Now, I am struck with that. And what strikes me about it is this.  You and I fundamen-

tally are Modernists. 

 

You may say, “I am not a Modernist.” 

 

But you really are.  And your view of reality is conditioned by the Enlightenment and 

you particularly think in the world in terms of Emmanual Kant.   

 

Now, I majored in Philosophy in college and give you a reduction of what Kant believed. 

Basically it is this in terms of the practical application today.  Kant said that matters of 

faith exist in a realm he called the noumenal. It really doesn’t have anything to do with 

the world you and I are in. The world you and I are in is the phenomenal world.  And 

what Kant thought he was doing was rescuing the Bible and Christ and faith from the at-

tacks of the skeptics.  So he would place Christ and his person and work and the Scripture 

outside of the real world that we live in—quote, unquote—and put it in the noumenal 

realm. So he has an upper story of knowledge and a lower story.   

 

And that is the way that most people think, really. When we go about living we don’t 

think of such things as car batteries as being affected by unseen things.  And yet Chris-

tians have confessed from the year 325 onward, “I believe in one God, the Father al-

mighty, maker of all things visible and invisible.”
19

 

 

Well, let me tell you something.  Modernism is dying. And one of the reasons that mod-

ernism is dying is Albert Einstein demonstrated some things and Max Planck demon-

strated some things and out of Max Planck’s theories we have come to realize that the 

universe is far stranger than we might imagine.  We have understood the beginning of 

something called quantum physics. We understand that the universe does not exist the 

way that we thought of it under Newtonian physics.   

 

                                                 
19

 The Nicene Creed. 
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Now, all of that seems complicated, but I just want to tell you this.  Even science, raw 

science itself, even science as constructed now in a Postmodern world by atheists, under-

stands that the universe is not only more complicated than we ever thought it was, but in 

the words of J.B.S. Haldane, the great Scottish scientist, he says, “I believe that the uni-

verse is not only queerer than we imagine, but queerer than we can imagine.” 

 

And what I want you to understand is this.  Probably you were a Modernist like me when 

I came out of seminary. And you thought in terms of only of what you can see and smell 

and taste and hear and feel.  But the universe is far stranger as we study it than we ever 

thought back in the 19
th

 century. And it is with these great scientific advances in the 20
th

 

century with people like Max Planck that we begin to understand that the universe is very 

strange.  And Isaac Newton’s universe doesn’t really describe reality. 

 

So can demons affect a car battery?  And can angels affect a car battery?  Can a prayer in 

the name of Jesus change the future?  Can doubt coming in when we pray a prayer 

quench that prayer and stop its effectiveness, but when we take authority over the 

thoughts we are thinking, the unbelieving thoughts in the name of Jesus and command 

them to go, is then the time space continuum altered?  I submit to you that it is. 

 

Now, I want you to see in 1 Corinthians chapter 10 and verse 18, not only is the universe 

in which we live a universe where there are powerful forces at work that may bless us 

when we take the Lord’s Supper, but look at what he says here in verse 18, 1 Corinthians 

10:18—page 1783—“ Consider the people of Israel: Do not those who eat the sacrifices 

participate in the altar?”
20

 In other words, they went to the altar, the Jewish people did. 

And they offered a sacrifice. They participated in the altar.  How did they participate in 

the altar?  They actually received from the altar the meat that was sacrificed.   

 

Are you with me so far? 

 

Now, look at the next verse.  Verse 19.  “Do I mean then that a sacrifice offered to an idol 

is anything, or that an idol is anything?”
21

 

 

Now, look at his answer, a “no, but” answer. Have you ever had your children give you a 

“yes, but” answer?  Have you ever had anybody agree with you with a “yes, but” agree-

ment?  How about a “no, but” agreement, a “no, but” answer?  Here is a “no, but” an-

swer.” 

 

“No, but...”  Now look what he says, “...the sacrifices of pagans are offered to demons, 

not to God, and I do not want you to [do what?  To] be participants.”
22

  A Jewish person 

who ate the meat from the altar participated in the altar.  A Christian who drinks of the 

wine and the Lord’s Supper and eats of the bread in the Lord’s Supper participates in the 

body and blood of Christ. There is a connectedness, somehow, mysterious.   

 

                                                 
20

 1 Corinthians 10:18 
21

 1 Corinthians 10:19 
22

 1 Corinthians 10:20 
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But notice what he says.  

 

I do not want you to be participants with demons. You cannot drink the 

cup of the Lord and the cup of demons too; you cannot have a part in both 

the Lord’s table and the table of demons.  Are we trying to arouse the 

Lord’s jealousy? Are we stronger than he?
23

 

 

Notice the “but” answer of verse 20.  The sacrifices of pagans, of the Gentiles, of the non 

Jewish people are offered what?  To demons and not God. 

 

So here it is.  Is Chemosh real?  And the answer is, “No, but...”  Is Molech real?  And the 

answer is, “No, but...” Is Molech...is Chemosh...are they real gods?  The answer is, “No, 

they are not real gods.”  There is only one living and true God, the Creator of all things 

visible and invisible. They are creatures. They are not gods. They are creatures. They are 

not the Creator.  Demons cannot create.  Only God can create.  But are they real?  Well, 

they are not real gods, but they are real.  They are not actually gods, but they have super-

natural power and we will see that in a moment. They have supernatural power. 

 

“Therefore,” he is saying, “you don’t want to participate in pagan rituals knowingly.”  I 

want to underscore that.  If you participate in a pagan ritual unknowingly it is not going 

to hurt you, unknowingly.  You may go and eat over at El Chico’s today and the person 

who is the chef—or another restaurant. I am not picking on them.  Another restaurant, 

and the person who is cooking may be a worshipper of some pagan god and may dedi-

cated the food that he is cooking on the grill to his god and it is served up to you and you 

think, “Whoa, these are really nice fajitas,” not realizing that the meat in the fajita was 

dedicated to a pagan God.   

 

Is it going to hurt you? No.  You don’t have to be superstitious.  You don’t have to live 

your life in craven fear of supernatural powers.  But what happens when you knowingly 

participate in that which is pagan?  What happens when you deliberately participate in a 

pagan ritual in an occult practice?  At that point you can become vulnerable and that is 

what Paul is dealing with here. 

 

Notice, then, what he tells us.  He is saying that the gods of the pagans aren’t gods—but 

they are still real—and that the things that the Gentiles sacrifice to their gods, they are 

sacrificing to demons.  

 

Now, that English word demon is a transliteration of a Greek word that in classical Greek 

referred to godlings. What is a godling?  Well, what is a ducking?  A duckling is a little 

duck.  “A godling is a little god.  So these little miniature gods, these lesser gods, if you 

will, of the Greeks were called demons.”
24

 And that is the word that the rabbis who trans-

                                                 
23

 1 Corinthians 10:20-22 
24

 daimonion, (daimonion), "divine Power, Divinity, inferior divine being, evil spirit" [Henry George Lid-

dell and Robert Scott, A Greek-English Lexicon, Ninth Edition (Oxford:  University Press, 1977), p. 365.]  

The rabbis used this word in Deuteronomy 32:17; Psalm 91:6; 96:5; 106:37; Isaiah 13:21; 34:14; 65:3. 
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lated the Hebrew Bible used in referring to evil spirits. And it is the word, therefore, that 

the New Testament writers use. 

 

So what are we told here?  We are told here that Chemosh is real, but not a real god.  We 

are told here that Molech is real, but not a real god.  We are told they have real power, 

supernatural power, because there is a spiritual power of wickedness behind their sacri-

fice.  

 

Now, I am going to ask you a question.  You tell me what 1 Corinthians 10 and verse 19 

means, verse 20 means, rather, if that is not what he is saying.  “The sacrifices of pagans 

are offered to demons, not to God.”
25

 

 

They are offered to demons. Can a demon do something? 

 

Turn with me, if you will, to 2 Kings chapter three, 2 Kings chapter three—page 572.  I 

told you at the outset that these children by Lot, these two boys who were Lot’s grand-

children and children, his sons and his grandsons, they quickly turned aside from the truth 

of their father, grandfather Lot—the truth that he had when he lived with his uncle Abra-

ham and they adopted the paganism around them—and they became a continual thorn in 

the sides of the Israelites.  Look at verse one. “Joram son of Ahab became king of Israel 

in Samaria.”
26

 

 

Verse four.   

 

Now Mesha king of Moab raised sheep, and he had to supply the king of 

Israel with a hundred thousand lambs and with the wool of a hundred 

thousand rams.  But after Ahab died, the king of Moab rebelled against the 

king of Israel.  So at that time King Joram set out from Samaria and mobi-

lized all Israel.
27

 

 

I want you to see a basic truth here, verse nine.  “So the king of Israel set out with the 

king of Judah and the king of Edom.”
28

 I want you to notice there is one godly king in 

this group of three kings of verse nine.  That godly king is King Jehoshaphat, king of 

Judah, but he has entered into a military alliance with the apostate king of Israel to the 

north and the pagan king of Edom, the descendant of Esau. 

 

Now, I want you to notice that in this journey—and a Christian getting entangled with 

pagans can get into big trouble.  I want you to see how they come to the end of their rope 

here in that next sentence of verse nine—page 573. “After a roundabout march of seven 

days, the army had no more water for themselves or for the animals.”
29

 

 

                                                 
25

 1 Corinthians 10:20 
26

 1 Kings 3:1 
27

 2 Kings 3:4-6 
28

 2 Kings 3:9 
29

 Ibid. 
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And so, anyway, they, “What are we going to do? What are we going to do?” 

 

And so they ask for a prophet and finally somebody says, “Well, Elisha is here.”  Elisha 

was Elijah’s disciple. So they bring him forward and listen to how he responds.   

 

Verse 14. They are about to attack Moab and they ask God’s help. And Elisha says in 

verse 14: 

 

As surely as the LORD Almighty lives, whom I serve, if I did not have re-

spect for the presence of Jehoshaphat king of Judah, I would not look at 

you or even notice you.  But now bring me a harpist.
30

 

 

Why? “While the harpist was playing, the hand of the LORD came upon Elisha”
31

 

 

I want you to see a principle here. When you are hanging out with the world, when you 

are up to your ears in problems and there is nothing but a cacophony of confusion around 

you because you are surrounded by people who don’t know God and don’t love God, you 

are going to have to get yourself in tune with the Lord.  

 

Now, the Lord is always present, but we are not always self consciously in the presence 

of the Lord. And I want you to see that if even this miracle working great prophet of the 

Old Testament, one of the three greatest men of the Old Testament—Moses, Elijah and 

Elijah—if this great miracle working prophet Elisha can’t just get into the presence of 

God by will power, what does that say to you and me?   

 

I want you to see that he has to worship first.  I want you to see he is not able to pray 

unless he worships.  He is not able to seek the Lord until he goes through the motions of 

worship.  He wants someone to play on a musical instrument because there is power in 

music to help us tune away from the world and tune in to the Lord.  He has to get himself 

straight.   

 

And I want you to understand something, as we will see in a moment.  This battle with 

this descendant of Lot is not just a physical battle, it is a spiritual battle.   

 

Anyhow, he gets an answer from the Lord and the Lord says he will deliver them and he 

does deliver them. But we turn on. And there is tremendous victory. Turn over to page 

574.  This coalition of three kings, fighting against this descendant of Lot are powerfully 

effective. They are taking the land as God told them they would be successful. 

 

And now I want you to see something and it is powerful and it is strange. It is one of the 

weird things in the Bible, page 574.  I want you to look with me in the Bible. You need to 

see this for yourself.  It will affect your finances.  It will affect your health. It will affect 

your relationship with your husband and wife.  It will affect your children. 
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Look at verse 26.  “When the king of Moab saw that the battle had gone against him, he 

took with him seven hundred swordsmen to break through to the king of Edom, but they 

failed.”
32

 

 

I want you to notice that this descendant of Lot, this descendant of Lot’s son and grand-

son Moab attempts a natural means to overcome the Israelites.  But he is not able to de-

feat the Israelites by natural means.   

 

You know, you and I who think in terms of a Modernistic world, we think that we win 

battles on battlefields if we have enough airplanes, enough tanks, a well trained army, a 

well supplied army.  We think that the outcome of a battle is determined materialistically, 

mechanistically, if we have enough men and materiel.   

 

But that is nonsense. 

 

“Nonsense?!” you say. 

 

Look at the passage here.  He uses a natural army to try to break through strategically and 

seize the king of Edom because he knows if he can break this phalanx he can win, but he 

fails.  Do you see how he fails?   

 

Natural means have failed him. He has only one recourse. He has his demon god. He has 

his demon god Molech. 

 

Verse 27. “Then he took his firstborn son.”
33

  What does Molech want?  He wants your 

baby.  What does Molech, what does Chemosh want? He wants your infant child.  He 

wants your living child placed in his arms over the burning fire pot in his lap. That is 

what he demands.   

 

Well, here the king of Moab is desperate. Natural means have not won against a natural 

enemy. “Then he took his firstborn son, who was to succeed him as king, and offered him 

as a sacrifice on the city wall.”
34

 

 

Now I want you to see what happens.  “The fury against Israel was great; they withdrew 

and returned to their own land.”
35

 

 

Now I want you to read the Bible with new eyes.  I want you to take off your Modernist 

glasses. I want you to take those glasses that were given to you by Emmanuel Kant that 

said, “There is the noumenal up there and here is the phenomenal here and never the 

twain shall meet,” and I want you, instead, to read the Bible the way that it was intended 

to be read, in a universe that is stranger than our universe, in a universe that doesn’t have 

rigid lines of demarcation between the natural and the supernatural and to read the text 
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and you see something very obvious.  Don’t look for the natural explanation. That is what 

Modernist commentators always do. 

 

“Well, you know, the people of Moab, once they saw how desperate their king was and 

he was willing to kill his own boy, then they got all fired up and said, ‘We are not going 

to let the king sacrifice his son for nothing .We are going to go in there and win.’” 

 

Do you think it works that way psychologically?  I think it has the opposite effect.  What 

is this passage telling us?  It is telling us that when he appealed to the power of his god, 

his god came to his defense. That is what it is telling us. 

 

Can Satan give you things?  You better believe he can give you things.  Can demons give 

you things that seem to be good?  Yes, they can, but always with a terrible price tag.   

 

There is always within the Faustian bargain the Faustian curse.  You never sell your soul 

to evil without paying a hellish price.   

 

So he kills, butchers and barbecues his own first born son who is to succeed him, the heir 

apparent. And something happens. There is a rending of the fabric of reality and this de-

mon god Molech gives power to the Moabites and they rout the forces of Israel, Judah 

and Edom.  

 

And you say, “How can that be?” 

 

And I will give you a modern analogy.  Can a nation that once took God seriously, once 

took the Bible seriously, once ensconced in its public institutions prayer and the recogni-

tion of the Word of God and the 10 Commandments, but now has turned aside from them 

be defeated by a two bit power?    

 

And the answer is yes, because there are principalities and powers at work in the real 

world that are never defeated by bullets and bombs.   

 

America’s greatest need is revival, because America, in spite of spending more on its 

military than all of the nations of the world, in terms of armaments, spending...I am not 

talking about manpower, per se, than all the nations of the world combined, is very vul-

nerable because we do not have spiritual power.  As a nation we are more like Israel than 

Judah.  As a nation we are more like the Israelites who apostatized under Ahab and Jeze-

bel so that their son Joram is powerless to go up against the rebellious powers.  They are 

defeated.   

 

I want you to see something.  I want you to contrast a couple of more stories quickly. 

 

Turn with me, if you will, to Numbers chapter 22, Numbers chapter 22. And we read at 

the outset from Deuteronomy 23 how the children of Lot teamed up together to hire the 

false prophet Balaam to curse Israel—page 244.  Look at this very quickly—page 244—

Numbers 22.   
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Then the Israelites travelled to the plains of Moab and camped along the 

Jordan across from Jericho.  Now Balak son of Zippor saw all that Israel 

had done to the Amorites, and Moab was terrified [there].
36

 

 

So what do the Moabites do? The Moabites send over into the land of Mesopotamia and 

they call the greatest false prophet of their time. He had all the ratings on TV.   

 

They summon him. They offer him a big reward.  But he said, “I can’t go,” because he 

sought God and God said, “Don’t go.”   

 

So the messengers come back from Moab with more money, a better call to a bigger 

church with a bigger salary package.  And he said, “Well, you know, maybe the Lord is 

calling me.”  You know the story.   

 

And so he decides to go, but he is warned, “Don’t you say anything bad about them.”  

And even his donkey warns him.  And that is an interesting story. 

 

So finally he gets down there and you can read. I am not going to read through the whole 

thing, Numbers 22, Numbers 23, Numbers 24.   

 

And he tries to curse Israel. And every time he goes to curse Israel his tongue gets tied 

and he ends up speaking a blessing. And the king of Moab is so angry. He says, “Man, I 

hired you to curse these people. And every time you go to curse them, all you do is bless 

them.” 

 

And he said, “Man, I can’t help it.” 

 

So what I want you to understand is, that at this point in time Israel is impervious, im-

pregnable, unable to be defeated by the dark powers over and over and over again every 

time he goes to curse them. 

 

You don’t have to worry about Satan. You don’t have to worry about demons. You don’t 

have to live your life in fear. The Bible never tells you to fear demons or Satan. You need 

to fear only God.  But you need to take those things seriously. 

 

Now I want you to look with me quickly at Numbers chapter 25.   

 

So what Balaam was not able to do by direct, occult assault on the people of God, he does 

by a back handed maneuver—page 250—Numbers 25. Moab seduces Israel.   

 

Now, what was the sin of Sodom? It was sexual. It was unbridled sensuality.  And did 

that sin get into the daughters of Lot?  Yes, it did. They not only practiced sexual immor-

ality, they were proud of it. They named their children after the incestuous conception. 
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Now, I want you to see how their descendants take that sin and amplify it.  Look at it. 

Chapter 25 of Numbers, verse one.  

 

While Israel was staying in Shittim, the men began to indulge in sexual 

immorality with Moabite women, who invited them to the sacrifices to 

their gods. The people ate and bowed down before these gods.  So Israel 

joined in worshipping the Baal of Peor. And the LORD’s anger burned 

against them.
37

 

 

When Israel was invincible was when Israel was rightly related to the Lord.  But when 

the Moabites got the idea from Balaam, “We can’t attack them by putting a curse on 

them, by putting a hex on them, our gods are powerless against their God,” they decided 

that an oblique attack was the effective attack. And so they took this sin pattern from 

Sodom and they used it to defeat Israel. 

 

Do you see it?   

 

Their ancestress used sex in an ungodly way to gain power.  And now they use sex in an 

ungodly way to gain power.  These Moabite women seduce Israel. 

 

What is the result?  Look at verse nine.  “But those who died in the plague numbered 

24,000.”
38

   

 

Let’s get it in context. Verse six. 

 

Then an Israelite man brought to his family a Midianite woman right be-

fore the eyes of Moses and the whole assembly of Israel while they were 

weeping at the entrance to the Tent of Meeting.  When Phinehas son of 

Eleazar, the son of Aaron, the priest, saw this, he left the assembly, took a 

spear in his hand and followed the Israelite into the tent. He drove the 

spear through both of them—through the Israelite and into the woman’s 

body.
39

 

 

There they are. You see this man of the people of God engaged in unlawful sexual inter-

course with this pagan woman and so Phinehas, the son of high priest, goes in with a 

spear and shoves the spear through both of them together pinning them to the ground. 

 

Notice what happens when he does that. “Then the plague against the Israelites was 

stopped.”
40

 

 

Balaam was not able to bring anything negative on the people of Israel as long as they 

were in covenant obedience to the Lord.  But when they yield to the pattern of sin genera-
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tionally coming down from Sodom through their ancestress with their ancestor Lot, using 

sex to gain power, using sex in an occultic way, what happens is Israel becomes vulner-

able and a plague begins. 

 

And what happens in this plague in verse nine?  How many people die in this plague?  

Twenty four thousand people died.   

 

I want you to understand something as you turn over to 2 Chronicles chapter 20.  Satan 

can’t hurt you as long as you are rightly related to God through Jesus Christ.  I want you 

to understand something.  Satan cannot do ultimate damage to your soul.  He can bring 

trouble in your life.  But he can’t totally wipe you out.  He can knock you down, but he 

can’t make you fall completely. You will always get up again.   

 

But when you turn your back on the Lord and you embrace idolatry and you got to under-

stand that in the occult world of pagan religion as practiced by the Moabites and Ammon-

ites, sex is part and parcel of Sunday morning worship and they seduced Israel. When 

Israel was seduced Israel became vulnerable.  Twenty four thousand people died.   

 

Turn with me, quickly, last passage we will actually turn to in this truth, 2 Chronicles 

chapter 20, 2 Chronicles chapter 20.  The page number is page 700.   

 

What is the title of the chapter just above it?  Jehoshaphat defeats whom?  Who are Moab 

and Ammon?  Moab and Ammon are the two nations that come from Lot’s two daughters 

as they conceive incestuously from their dad Lot. Do you see how they have become a 

thorn in the side of God’s people and harassment?   

 

“After this, the Moabites [verse one] and Ammonites with some of the Meunites came to 

make war on Jehoshaphat.”
41

 

 

Anyhow, he is in big trouble and so what does he do?  He does the thing you need to do 

when you get in big trouble.  Can you get in big trouble as a Christian?  Absolutely.  Can 

you lose your job as a Christian?  Of course.  Can you get cancer as a Christian?  Sure.  

Can you fall into serious sin as a Christian?  Sure.  Can you go bankrupt as a Christian?  

Yes.  Can your investments turn belly up and what you thought you could count on isn’t 

there?  Can you be sitting one day with a bright rosy future economically and the next 

day discover that you have been ripped off by con artists?  Sure. 

 

So he does what he needs to do.  Verse three. 

 

Alarmed, Jehoshaphat resolved to enquire of the LORD, and he pro-

claimed a fast for all Judah.  The people of Judah came together to seek 

help from the LORD; indeed, they came from every town in Judah to seek 

him.
42
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So Jehoshaphat stands up and he says in verse six, “O LORD, God of our fathers, are you 

not the God who is in heaven? You rule over all the kingdoms of the nations. Power and 

might are in your hand, and no-one can withstand you.”
43

 

 

I want you to understand something. When you are assaulted and assailed by the powers 

of darkness, you need to make an affirmation with your mouth.  “Greater is he who is in 

me than he who is in the world.  That at the name of Jesus every knee will bow and every 

tongue confess.”
44

 

 

I want you to see a different outcome this time with Jehoshaphat than back in 2 Kings 

three. Jehoshaphat is in both places, but Jehoshaphat in 2 Kings three is in league with a 

son of Ahab and Jezebel and now it is just Jehoshaphat on his own and he is now calling 

the shots with his people. And he said, “We need to believe in God.  We need to believe 

the promises of God.” 

 

So he goes on and he says, verse seven, “O our God, did you not drive out the inhabitants 

of this land before your people Israel and give it for ever to the descendants of Abraham 

your friend?”
45

 

 

And he goes on down there, verse nine, “And you told us, Lord.”  Look, he is pleading 

the promise of God in verse nine.  “If calamity comes upon us, whether the sword of 

judgment...”
46

  Whoa. The sword of judgment. Every war is a judgment of God. That 

doesn’t mean it is a sin to fight in war. We said that last week.  But every war is a judg-

ment of God.  It doesn’t mean it is a sin to fight in war. 

 

“...the sword of judgment, or plague or famine, we will stand in your pres-

ence before this temple that bears your Name and will cry out to you in 

our distress, and you will hear us and save us.  But now here are men from 

Ammon, Moab and Mount Seir, whose territory you would not allow Is-

rael [and so on...]”
47

 

 

And look at how he ends verse 12.  “O our God, will you not judge them? For we have no 

power to face this vast army that is attacking us. We do not know what to do, but our 

eyes are upon you.”
48

 

 

Let me tell you when America will be strong again, because America is very weak.  Our 

economy is teetering on the brink of collapse.  We have this vast military machine, but 

we are very vulnerable. When our leaders humble themselves before God and say, “Lord, 

we don’t know what to do, but our eyes are on you,” that is when America will be strong 

again.   
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But I want you to see here—and that is when churches are strong. Churches are strong 

not when they put their faith in programs, but when they put their trust in the Lord God 

and the promises of his Word.   

 

“We don’t know what to do, but our trust is in you.”  That is what Jehoshaphat does.   

 

Verse 14.  I want you to see in 13 everybody is there.  They didn’t worry about...they 

didn’t have children’s church. They weren’t worried about the time.  You know...when, 

what happens?  When Satan is about to eat your lunch you stop worrying about time and 

you stop worrying about this and that and you want your kids in there to seek the Lord 

with you and this is what they...this is what happens. 

 

Verse 14, God always answers.  “Then the Spirit of the LORD came upon Jahaziel son of 

Zechariah, the son of Benaiah, the son of Jeiel, the son of Mattaniah, a Levite and de-

scendant of Asaph, as he stood in the assembly.”
49

  And listen to what he said.   

 

Listen, King Jehoshaphat and all who live in Judah and Jerusalem! This is 

what the LORD says to you: ‘Do not be afraid or discouraged because of 

this vast army. For the battle is not yours, but God’s.  Tomorrow march 

down against them. They will be climbing up by the Pass of Ziz, and you 

will find them at the end of the gorge in the Desert of Jeruel.  You will not 

have to fight this battle. Take up your positions; stand firm and see the de-

liverance the LORD will give you, O Judah and Jerusalem. Do not be 

afraid; do not be discouraged. Go out to face them tomorrow, and the 

LORD will be with you.’  Jehoshaphat bowed with his face to the ground, 

and all the people of Judah and Jerusalem fell down in worship before the 

LORD.
50

 

 

And that is exactly what happened. You can finish reading it.   

 

Conclusion of the message:  What are we trying to say?  We are saying that the sin of Lot 

with his two daughters doesn’t end with this two daughters.  It is replicated and exagger-

ated and amplified in their children.  Each generation takes the sin a step further, a notch 

further down the road to hell.  And what happens is they become a terrible thorn in the 

side of Israel and they become a thorn in the side of Israel not just in the natural, but in 

the supernatural because they worship real demons called gods, Chemosh and Molech, 

and those gods manipulate powers and forces, and Israel is bested by them, defeated by 

them and suffers under them.   

 

But when Israel stands firm in the Lord, when they look to the words of the Scripture and 

claim the Scripture and in humility confess their own inability and look to God alone and 

not their own works righteousness and not their own works righteousness, God alone and 

not their own wisdom, God alone and not their own strength, then they are told, “You 
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don’t have to lift a finger.  I will defend you.”
51

 And that is exactly what happens.  Read 

it when you go home.  

 

You see, you and I are vulnerable unless we are rightly related to God in Christ.  But if 

we are, we are invincible.   

 

The last point—you don’t need to turn—is this. You remember what we read at the outset 

in Deuteronomy 23?  You remember how God said that a descendant of Moab or Ammon 

could not enter into the assembly of the Lord even to the 10
th

 generation?  I want to tell 

you something. There are exceptions in the Bible.  I didn’t say contradictions.  There are 

exceptions in the Bible.  God’s grace in Jesus Christ alters judgments.  I want you to un-

derstand that in Jesus Christ the curse against Moab and the curse against Moab is lifted 

and I want you to see how it is done. 

 

There was a poor Moabite woman, a descendant of Lot and his oldest daughter, a child 

whose ancestors were born in incest and who grew up in all that pagan, demon worship-

ping society with all its sexual immorality and she chose to leave her family, to leave her 

country and join with Naomi.  And through Ruth a child is born and that child sires a 

child who sires a child and it is King David. And from the loins of King David the Lord 

Jesus is born.
52

 God redeems Moab and God can redeem you. 

 

It makes no difference who your daddy is or who your momma is, what terrible things 

they did or how involved in the occult they were. It makes no difference if you yourself 

here today are a child of incest. It makes no difference if you were molested or whatever 

has happened to you in your life.  It makes no difference if you have molested someone 

else or killed someone else. There is no sin too big that can keep you from the blessing of 

God if you will bow your knees, cast yourself on God’s mercy in Christ. He will receive 

you and bless you. He blessed Moab through that Moabitess Ruth and gave us King 

David and gave us a Savior, Jesus.  I commend that Savior to you.  

 

May we pray? 

 

Lord, give us to take seriously our sins as parents. Lord, that the things that we look at in 

ourselves and ignore because we think they are only trivial, they are not really signifi-

cant, Lord, that those very things have within them the seeds of destruction of our chil-

dren and grandchildren.  Lord, deliver us from death bed terrors even if we go to heaven, 

but look and see our sin multiplied and exaggerated and amplified in our children and 

grandchildren. Lord, may it not be true for us. 

 

Lord, give us, as we look at the rebellious powers, not to look at them and try to demy-

thologize them as if they weren’t real, but to realize the universe is a strange and 

wonderful place with strange powers about us that we can never fully understand. And 

give us to take seriously those powers, but to not fear them, but to trust only in you.  And 

give us to look to Jesus who shows us that even a Moabite can find salvation and become 
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us to look to Jesus who shows us that even a Moabite can find salvation and become her-

self a blessing.  Lord, grant that we may know and love Jesus.  


