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Prayer 

Introduction 

For today 
● 23:1-17 Oracle of Tyre 

 
(9:35) 

The righteous shall live by faith.  

Ro 1:17 ...“The righteous shall live by faith.” 

 

Heb 11:6 And without faith it is impossible to please him, for whoever would draw near to God must 

believe that he exists and that he rewards those who seek him. 

 

● He exists: He does not change.  
● Mal 3:6 For I the Lord do not change… 

○ In His being: Ex 3:14 God said to Moses, “I am who I am.” 
○ In His counsel: Ps 33:14 The counsel of the Lord stands forever,  

the plans of his heart to all generations. 
● Because He does not change, His word to us does not change.  It is always what we need.. 

○ Mt 24:35 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 
○ 2 Tim 3:16-17 All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for 

reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be 
complete, equipped for every good work. 

● Three points 
○ His word has not changed through history. Same to Abraham, to Moses, to Paul, to us. 
○ His word will not change with the winds of culture. 
○ His word is a rock. 

■ Mt 7:24-25  Everyone then who hears these words of mine and does them will 
be like a wise man who built his house on the rock. 25 And the rain fell, and the 
floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house, but it did not fall, 
because it had been founded on the rock.  

● Let us pay attention today and grab onto the Rock! 
 

(9:40) 

 

  



 

Oracle against Tyre 23:1-18 

Fifth oracle in the second series.   
 

  One-world 

Government 

Davidic Monarchy Collective Security 

and Self-

sufficiency 

The People of God Triumphant End 

2 21:1-10 Oracle of 

the wilderness of 

the sea 

21:11-12 Oracle of 

silence 

21:13-17 Oracle of 

Arabia 

22:1-25 Oracle of 

the valley of vision 

23:1-18 Oracle of 

Tyre 

Isaiah’s question: Where is true security?   

One people, one world, one God.  Tyre, who once corrupted God’s people, will provide for them in a 
relationship of holiness. 

Structure 

● 23:1-14 The fall of Tyre 
● 23:15-18 The renewal of Tyre 

 

The fall of Tyre 23:1-14 

The City Tyre 23:1a 

1 The oracle concerning Tyre.   

● Phoenician city-state on the Mediterranean coast between Sidon and Acre. 
● Listed in Asher’s inheritance from Joshua as a fortified city.  (Jos 19::29) Never conquered by the 

Israelites. 
● Center of commerce 

○ Strategic location: Mediterranean to the west; Mesopotamia and Arabia to the west.  
○ Island stronghold with secure harbors. 

● Phoenician traders went to Spain.  In 850 BC established the colony of Carthage in north Africa 
● Tyre was a strong commercial ally with the Davidic and Solomonic monarchies.  King Hiram 

loved David and continued his covenant relationship with Solomon.  (1 Ki 5) He provided 
building materials for the temple. 

● Israel’s worship of Yahweh was continually corrupted by Tyrian Baalism.  Solomon was 
corrupted by his Phoenician wives  (1 Ki 11:1-5).  Jezebel, who was the daughter of Ethbaal king 
of Tyre, attempted to introduce Baal worship in the northern kingdom (1 Ki 16-18). 

● During the later kingdom period, Tyre was a center of commerce, religious idolatry, and sexual 
immorality.  They had become an enemy of Israel and Judah (Amos 1:1-10) and traded in 
Hebrew slaves (Joel 3:4-6). 

● Tyre was known for its pride, based on its great wealth and strategic location.   As Ez 28:2 ...your 
heart is proud, and you have said, ‘I am a god, I sit in the seat of the gods, in the heart of the 
seas,’ 

● The prophets are consistently hostile to Tyre.  However, here Isaiah uses Tyre as an example of 
the world-wide redemption to come. 

 



Destruction reported 23:1b 

1 ...Wail, O ships of Tarshish, for Tyre is laid waste, without house or harbor! From the land of Cyprus it 
is revealed to them.  

● Wail 
○ An imperative. 

● Ships of Tarshish 
○ Tarshish was a mining area in Spain.  
○ Ships of Tarshish were vessels capable of the longest voyages.    
○ Symbolizes the maritime commerce on which Tyre depended. 

● Wail 
○ Because their livelihood is destroyed. 

● Tyre is laid waste, without house or harbor 
○ The center of commerce is gone. 
○ Both city and port are destroyed. 

● From the land of Cyprus it is revealed to them 
○ The fleet is off Cyprus when they get the news. 

 

Local mourning 23:2-3 

2  Be still, O inhabitants of the coast; the merchants of Sidon, who cross the sea, have filled you.  3 And 
on many waters your revenue was the grain of Shihor, the harvest of the Nile; you were the merchant of 
the nations. 

● Be still.  
○ Imperative.  Be silent in mourning. 

● Contrast with the bustle that used to be 
○ Many people.   

■ merchants ... have filled you.  
○ Much commerce.   

■ Grain from Egypt 
■ merchant of the nations 

 

 
  



 

International mourning 23:4-5 

4 Be ashamed, O Sidon, for the sea has spoken, the stronghold of the sea, saying: “I have neither labored 
nor given birth, I have neither reared young men nor brought up young women.” 5 When the report 
comes to Egypt, they will be in anguish over the report about Tyre. 

● Be ashamed 
○ Imperative 
○ Shame through disappointment 

● O Sidon 
○ On the coast north of Tyre. 
○ As the leading city of Tyre goes, so goes the surrounding country 

● the sea has spoken, the stronghold of the sea. 
○ Referring to Tyre and its island stronghold 
○ Mourning because her children (merchants and sailors) are no more. 

● Egypt...in anguish 
○ Two reasons 

■ Tyrian merchants managed the trade of her grain. 
■ With Tyre gone, Egypt was now exposed to Assyrian aggression. 

 

Refugees 23:6-7 

6 Cross over to Tarshish; wail, O inhabitants of the coast! 7 Is this your exultant city whose origin is from 
days of old, whose feet carried her to settle far away? 

● Cross over to Tarshish 
○ Imperative plural 
○ Seek refuge. 
○ As refugees fleeing destruction. 

● Is this your exultant city ? 
○ No longer exuberant and joyful 

● Contrast with her former glory 
○ Origin from days of old 
○ Feet carried her to settle far away.  Imperfect: continually active in the past to colonize. 

 

 
  



 

The cause of the destruction 23:8-9 

8 Who has purposed this against Tyre, the bestower of crowns, whose merchants were princes, whose 
traders were the honored of the earth? 9  The LORD of hosts has purposed it, to defile the pompous 
pride of all glory, to dishonor all the honored of the earth. 

● Who has done this? 
○ Rhetorical question.  Answer: The LORD of hosts has purposed it 

● Description of Tyre’s glory 
○ bestower of crowns.  Controlled kingdoms. 
○ whose merchants were princes.  Treated as royalty. 
○ whose traders were the honored of the earth.  Because of their commercial empire. 

● Description of Tyre’s pride 
○ the pompous pride of all glory.  Their wealth and power resulted in pride. 
○ The honored of the earth.  Rather than the LORD. 
○ The proper attitude is in Ps 107:23, 31  Some went down to the sea in ships, doing 

business on the great waters...31 Let them thank the LORD for his steadfast love, for his 
wondrous works to the children of men. 

○ But their attitude was that of Nebuchadnezzar in Dan 4:30 Is not this great Babylon, 
which I have built by my mighty power as a royal residence and for the glory of my 
majesty? 

● Coming judgment 
○ The LORD of hosts has purposed it.  Certain. 
○ to defile the pompous pride of all glory, to dishonor all the honored of the earth 

■ Parallel w v8: the honored of the earth. 
■ The pride of man will be brought down. 
■ As Is 48:11 ...My glory I will not give to another. 

 

Breakup of the commercial empire 23:10 

10 Cross over your land like the Nile, O daughter of Tarshish; there is no restraint anymore. 
● Daughter of Tarshish.  Cities dependent on Tyrian trade. 
● no restraint anymore.  Tyrian dominance removed.  Picture is of the river Nile in flood flowing 

unhindered across the land of Egypt. 

 

 
  



 

The destroyer called. 23:11 

11   He has stretched out his hand over the sea; he has shaken the kingdoms; the LORD has given 
command concerning Canaan to destroy its strongholds. 

● He has stretched out his hand over the sea. 
○ Referring to Tyre’s maritime commerce. 

● he has shaken the kingdoms.   
○ City-states of the Phoenicians.  Most prominent were Tyre and Sidon. 

● the LORD has given command.  Calling the nations. 
○ Tyre attacked multiple times 

■ Assyrians: Tiglath-Pileser in 738 BC, Shalmaneser V in 726-722 BC, Sennacherib 
in 701 BC. 

■ Babylon: Besieged by Nebuchadnezzar for 13y in 586-573 BC. 
■ Greece: Fell to Alexander the Great in 332 BC. 

 

Proud people displaced  23:12-13 

12 And he said: “You will no more exult, O oppressed virgin daughter of Sidon; arise, cross over to 
Cyprus, even there you will have no rest.” 13 Behold the land of the Chaldeans! This is the people that 
was not; Assyria destined it for wild beasts. They erected their siege towers, they stripped her palaces 
bare, they made her a ruin. 

● And He said.   
○ Resuming the description of Tyre’s judgment 

● Oppressed virgin daughter of Sidon.   
○ Tyre was a colony of Sidon, a city 20 mi north on the coast. 
○ Oppressed: crushed. 
○ Virgin: Never taken. 
○ Picture of a young virgin daughter assaulted violently. 

● Arise, cross over 
○ Imperative to flee. 

● even there you will have no rest..   
○ Other lands would be reluctant to offer asylum and risk the wrath of the Assyrians. 

● Behold the land of the Chaldeans!   
○ Not clear 
○ May be saying that Babylonia, not Assyria, would bring destruction to Tyre.  Then v13 

refers to the destruction of onshore Tyre during his thirteen-year siege by 
Nebuchadnezzar. 

○ May be urging the Tyrians to look to the example of what Assyria did to Babylon.  Then 
v13 refers to the devastations of Babylon by Tiglath-Pileser and Sargon II. 

 

 
  



 

International commerce destroyed.  23:14 

15 Wail, O ships of Tarshish, for your stronghold is laid waste. 
● Wail, O ships of Tarshish 

○ Inclusio with v1 
● Ships of Tarshish.   

○ Represent trade between the nations. 
● Stronghold.  

○ Center of Mediterranean finance and commerce. 

 

(9:53) 

The renewal of Tyre 23:15-18 

Interim restoration 23:15-17 

15 In that day Tyre will be forgotten for seventy years, like the days of one king. At the end of seventy 
years, it will happen to Tyre as in the song of the prostitute: 16 Take a harp; go about the city, O 
forgotten prostitute! Make sweet melody; sing many songs, that you may be remembered.” 17 At the 
end of seventy years, the LORD will visit Tyre, and she will return to her wages and will prostitute herself 
with all the kingdoms of the world on the face of the earth. 

● forgotten for seventy years.   
○ May refer to the destruction of Tyre’s commerce by Assyria.  n 701 BC the Assyrian 

Sennacherib devastated the mainland and did vast damage to Tyre’s trade.  Not until 
Assyrian power waned around 630 BC did Tyre’s commerce revive. 

○ May refer to the seventy years of Judah’s captivity, which was a serious blow to Tyre’s 
economy.  When the exiles returned, the trade relationship was renewed.  Cedar for the 
rebuilding of the temple was supplied from Tyre and Sidon  (Ez3:7). 

● Like the days of one king.   
○ Maybe “without change”. 

● At the end of seventy years 
○ Tragic picture of an old prostitute, once beautiful, now forgotten.   
○ She makes every effort to regain the attention she once enjoyed, but to no avail. 
○ Finally she is visited by the LORD and restored. 

● she will return to her wages and will prostitute herself… 
○ Return to her former commercial practices. 
○ No change of heart. 

 

 
  



 

Final renewal 23:18 

18 Her merchandise and her wages will be holy to the LORD. It will not be stored or hoarded, but her 
merchandise will supply abundant food and fine clothing for those who dwell before the LORD. 

● Here is Tyre’s final restoration 
○ As Ps 87:4 Among those who know me I mention Rahab and Babylon; behold, Philistia 

and Tyre, with Cush 
● A new spirit 

○ Her merchandise and her wages will be holy to the LORD. 
■ Same commerce but a new spirit 
■ Contrast the prostitute who does anything for money with those set apart for 

the LORD.  
● Manifested in a changed life 

○ not be stored or hoarded. 
■ Not for personal gain. 

○ will supply abundant food and fine clothing for those who dwell before the LORD. 
■ Given in service to the LORD. 

 

(10:00)  



 
 

Discussion 

We will break into three groups to discuss today’s passage.  Here are the topics: 

1. 23:9 ...the pompous pride of all glory 
a. Glorying in our situation 
b. Glorying in our achievements 

2. 23:9 ...to dishonor all the honored of the earth 
a. Temptation to chase the world. 
b. The end of human pride and glory. 

3. 23:18 Her merchandise...will be holy to the LORD 
a. Same commerce 
b. New spirit 
c. Changed life 

 

Join the group with the topic that seems most significant.  Must be at least three people in each group.  

Select one person to scribe.  Each group will report to the class what they found. 

In your group, discuss  

● See: Something about God that you see in the passage 

● Know: The effect that this view of God has upon you. 

● Respond: A way to respond to what you have seen and come to know. 

For next week:  

● The city of chaos 24:1-20 
● The King of glory 24:21-23 
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