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I hope you all had a wonderful Thanksgiving.  We certainly 
did.  It’s been great to have my parents and my brother visiting 
with us.  We enjoyed some great food on Thursday.  Then on 
Friday we went out and cut down a Christmas tree and got it set up 
in our living room.  Isn’t it interesting how these 2 holidays—
Thanksgiving and Christmas—seem to meld together, and 
sometimes meld together into what feels like a month-long frenzy 
of food and shopping and parties and family gatherings.  The kids 
love it.  The moms dread it (not entirely, but it can be stressful).   

Sometimes you might be left wondering, What is this all 
about?  Are we just trying to keep up certain traditions and 
expectations that others have placed as a burden on us?  Are we 
trying to get our kids everything they could possibly want and 
create such special memories for them that they’ll be willing to 
take care of us when we’re old?  Really, what are we doing to 
ourselves?   

My hope is that our study of the Gospel narratives about 
Jesus’ birth will draw our attention to the real meaning of 
Christmas.  I do love Christmas.  I love Christmas because I love 
Christ.  And the story of how He entered into this world, taking on 
human flesh, is an integral piece of the Gospel story.  Jesus became 
one of us.  And He did so in order to die in our place.  This is very 
good news for us, because we need a Savior. 

A couple weeks ago when I was preaching from Luke 1—
Gabriel’s announcement to Mary—I said some things toward the 
end of that sermon about the virgin birth.  This morning we’ll be 
looking at Matthew 1—the angel’s announcement to Joseph.  And 
I’ll say some more about this critical doctrine of the virgin birth.      

Many treat the virgin birth as if it were a throw away 
doctrine.  When theological liberalism begins to infect an 
individual or a church or a seminary or a denomination, the virgin 
birth is the first thing to be thrown out.  It just sounds too bizarre, I 
guess.  Jesus born of a virgin!?  Come on, really!  That just doesn’t 
happen.  It’s the stuff of fairy tales and myths.  Let’s get with the 
modern age and be free of those fanciful ideas.   

That’s the sentiment of many today.  They treat the virgin 
birth as a throw away doctrine, and they believe we will all be 
better off if we do throw it out.  It seems anti-intellectual, like so 
many other miraculous things we read about in the Bible.  If you 
want to have a philosophy of life, fine.  You can even participate in 
some religious practices and rituals.  And we should all be nice to 
each other and do good for others.  But don’t try to say that there’s 
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a divine Being out there who invades space and time and does 
things that violate the laws of nature.   

Stacy and I were on a date Monday evening.  We try to get 
out together a couple times a month.  [Just as an aside, Stacy was 
ordering some books from Crossway (a Christian publishing 
house) the other day, and she said to me, “There’s this book called 
Date Your Wife, do you want me to order a copy?”  Without 
hesitation I said, “Yes” emphatically.  I knew that was the right 
answer.  And I look forward to reading that book.  And I’m glad I 
have a wife who’s keeping her eyes open for ways we can improve 
our marriage].  Anyway, on Monday we enjoyed a nice dinner at a 
little Italian restaurant.  And then we headed over to the library.  
Yeah, we get kind of crazy sometimes.  We picked up a couple 
movies while we were there.  One was a Christmas movie that 
ended up being dumb.  We only watched about 30 minutes of it 
and then went to bed.  But another movie we got, and watched a 
different night, was called The Theory of Everything.  It’s the story 
of Stephen Hawking, the world-famous physicist from Cambridge 
who is also an atheist.  He has Lou Gehrig’s disease, is confined to 
a wheelchair and communicates via a computer.  It’s a captivating 
story.  I marvel at the brilliance of his mind as he is utterly 
fascinated with the intricacies of our universe.  But I’m also 
saddened by the stubbornness of his heart as he refuses to 
acknowledge the creator of this grand universe.  It was kind of a 
depressing story, actually.  He and Jane fell in love.  They got 
married even though he had been diagnosed with this disease and 
was given 2 years to live.  They had 3 children.  Jane cared for him 
and the kids.  But then the marriage fell apart as Stephen was rising 
to stardom as a celebrity scientist and renowned thinker.       

Toward the end of the movie it showed him in a large 
venue at some kind of prestigious event, answering questions.  One 
man asked him, “You don’t believe in God.  Do you have a 
philosophy of life?”  Stephen had an eloquent response about 
human achievement and the universe having no boundaries.  He 
said, “Where there is life, there is hope.”  But, of course, that begs 
the question . . . hope in what?  Yes, there is hope.  But it’s not in 
human achievement or science or the material universe.   

Our hope is in a God who did enter into this material 
universe, became a human being, lived for us and died for us and 
rose again for us.  Our hope is in a God who created this universe 
out of nothing and can do with this universe as He pleases.   

After seeing that movie, I did a bit of reading on the 
internet the next day and was intrigued to see a quote from Jane 
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[Stephen’s first wife] in an interview she had done.  In the years 
just prior to their divorce, as Stephen was gaining so much 
attention from his writing, she described her role as trying to 
remind Stephen that he was not God.  Isn’t that ironic.  A man who 
doesn’t believe in God, but lives as though he, himself, is 
somehow all-knowing and all-wise. 

I don’t know what your intellectual presuppositions are, but 
I hope you will listen to God’s Word with an open mind.  More 
than that, I hope you will submit yourself to the authority of God’s 
Word, that you will believe the things God is telling us, the 
account of His plan to save us.          

Specifically as we consider the doctrine of the virgin birth, 
I hope we will all see how awesome and true and important this 
doctrine is.  The virgin birth is not a throw away doctrine.  It’s not 
something that’s there in the Bible that you can just take it or leave 
it.  This is an integral part of God’s plan of redemption.  He sent 
His Son into the world, and He came into the world in a most 
remarkable and most glorious way.  So let’s examine the reality of 
the virgin birth as we see it taught in Matthew 1, then the 
significance of the virgin birth, and we’ll also see that this virgin-
born son is our Savior from Sin.          

The Reality of the Virgin Birth  
 There are several clear indications in these verses that Mary 
was a virgin when this child was miraculously conceived in her 
womb.  First of all, we go a few verses prior to the passage I just 
read, and we see in verse 16 that Joseph is described in this way: 
“Joseph the husband of Mary.”  That may not sound strange at 
all.  He was, of course, the husband of Mary.  But after you read 
that whole genealogy, it sounds very strange to describe Joseph as 
“the husband of Mary” rather than “the father of Jesus.”  Through 
the whole genealogy it’s saying that so-and-so was the father of so-
and-so.  Just look at verse 15, "and Eliud the father of Eleazar, and 
Eleazar the father of Matthan, and Matthan the father of Jacob, 
[but then notice the change in this final relationship] and Jacob the 
father of Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom Jesus was born, 
who is called Christ."  Joseph couldn’t properly be called the father 
of Jesus here, because it wasn’t by Joseph that Jesus was 
conceived. 
 Already there in the genealogy we’re given a hint that 
something is different about the way that Jesus came into world.  
He was not begotten by a human father the way every previous 
generation was.  He came into the world in an absolutely unique 
way.   
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 The first clear indication of Mary’s virginity is in verse 18 
where it says, “before they came together.”  Mary and Joseph 
had been betrothed.  They were engaged to be married, although 
betrothal in that time was far more serious and far more binding 
than the way we think about engagement today.  It’s not that 
uncommon to hear of an engagement being broken off.  But the 
way that Mary and Joseph were betrothed to one another, it would 
have required a legal divorce to end the relationship.   
 So here’s the situation.  They are betrothed to one another 
and planning to be married.  But the marriage has not yet been 
consummated.  They have not slept together.  They have not been 
sexually intimate.  They are still virgins.  They have not yet come 
together, as verse 18 puts it.  And here’s the miracle, that even 
though Mary was a virgin, she was found to be with child.  How?!  
“From the Holy Spirit.” Verse 18 and 20.  Mary became 
pregnant, not by having sex with a man, but rather she became 
pregnant miraculously from the Holy Spirit.   
 This is one of those things we can’t explain.  How did this 
happen?  Well, I don’t know!  The Holy Spirit did it.  The one time 
in history it has ever happened.  Does that make it necessary to 
question whether it’s possible for this to happen?  It is unique, to 
be sure.  But it’s not impossible.  Just because I’ve never seen a 
certain thing happen doesn’t mean it’s impossible for it to happen.  
And the God of the universe can make things happen that are 
entirely unique, that are unheard of, that could not happen apart 
from His active intervention. 
 Now put yourself in Joseph’s shoes at this point.  He 
doesn’t know how this happened.  The angel hasn’t told him yet.  
Imagine his grief and sadness when he heard the news that his 
fiancé was pregnant.  That would have been devastating.  He 
would have felt utterly betrayed.  I just imagine this hitting Joseph 
like a 2x4 between the eyes.  He must have been reeling in 
confusion and anger and sorrow and despair.  He thought he had 
found the girl of his dreams.  He thought he had found a pure and 
godly woman.  He loved her, and he had his heart set on spending 
the rest of his life with her.  But now this!  Because of her 
unfaithfulness he would need to end the relationship.   
 What an agonizing experience for Joseph.  In anticipation 
of consummating his marriage with Mary, he finds out that she is 
pregnant.  And the only reasonable explanation was that she had 
slept with another man.   
 In the midst of his disappointment Joseph made plans for 
what he must do.  He was a just man and therefore intended to do 
what the law required, namely, to divorce his unfaithful fiancé.  
But he was not only just, he was also compassionate.  Therefore, 
he was unwilling to put her to shame.  He didn’t desire to make a 
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public spectacle of her.  He didn’t want to humiliate her in front of 
the whole community.  So he decided to divorce her quietly.  He 
would give her the certificate of divorce, and they would go their 
separate ways.   
 We’re not told how long Joseph had to think about these 
things.  It doesn’t say how long he was wrestling with the 
confusion and emotional turmoil that this must have caused.  But it 
was at some point while he was still thinking these things over and 
planning what he must do that the angel of the Lord appeared to 
him in a dream.  And the angel explained to him the miracle of this 
virgin conception.  Look at what the angel says in verse 20, 
“Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for 
that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.”  Like in 
verse 18, we’re told again that this pregnancy came about from the 
Holy Spirit.  This is a supernatural, miraculous conception.   
 As I think about these events it makes me wish that there 
were more details here about Joseph’s response to all of this.  We 
read this concise account, and it’s easy to think that Joseph just 
kind of went along with these events and simply did what needed 
to be done.  But what an intense and emotional experience this 
must have been for this guy!  Just think about it for a moment.  Try 
to put yourself in his shoes.  In Luke 1 we read of Mary’s reaction 
when the angel appeared to her.  Gabriel said to her, “Greetings, O 
favored one, the Lord is with you!”  And it says that “she was 
greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what sort of 
greeting this might be.”  Then Gabriel tells her what’s going to 
happen, and she asks, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?”  At 
the end of the conversation she seems to be at peace with the 
angel’s message, and she says, “Behold, I am the servant of the 
Lord; let it be to me according to your word.”   
 Maybe Joseph’s conversation with the angel was similar.  
He was probably terrified at first.  Then maybe he was confused 
and questioning, like Mary was.  But by the end he was willing to 
do what the angel of the Lord commanded him, as verse 24 tells 
us.  By the end of that conversation Joseph must have been leaping 
for joy!  What he had assumed to true about Mary’s pregnancy—
that hurtful and awful assumption that he thought must been true—
was, in fact, not true.  She was pregnant, yes, but not because of 
fornication.  She was pregnant by the miraculous power of the 
Holy Spirit.   
 Another amazing pronouncement of the virgin birth is in 
verse 23, in the quotation from Isaiah 7:14.  This is a prophecy 
from more than 700 years before the birth of Jesus, and notice how 
Matthew introduces this quotation in verse 22.  He says, “All this 
took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet.”  
Notice the implications of how that is worded.  The Lord spoke by 
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the prophet.  That’s the inspiration of Scripture.  The prophet wrote 
it, but it’s also the Lord speaking through the prophet.  700 years 
before the actual event, the Lord prophesied through the prophet 
Isaiah about the virgin birth.  This is doubly miraculous.  Not only 
is it a miracle that Mary conceived a child by the power of the 
Holy Spirit, but it was also foretold centuries beforehand that this 
was going to happen.   
 Matthew gives yet another comment on Mary’s virginity in 
verse 25.  It says there that Joseph “knew her not until she had 
given birth to a son.”  Joseph and Mary did not consummate their 
marriage until sometime after Jesus was born.  And, by the way, 
the plain assumption is that they did then consummate their 
marriage, contrary to the Roman Catholic idea of the perpetual 
virginity of Mary.  That’s not true.  It’s not taught in the Bible.  
Mary and Joseph became one flesh in sexual union, and they had 
other children as the New Testament makes clear (see, for 
example, Mark 3:31).  The Bible does not teach that Mary was a 
virgin her entire life.  What it does teach is that Mary was a virgin 
when she became pregnant with Jesus.  The conception of Jesus 
came about in a totally unique and miraculous way. 
     
The Significance of the Virgin Birth  
 Let’s turn now to the significance of the virgin birth.  What 
is the significance of the virgin birth for how we understand the 
Gospel?  Like I said earlier, this is not a throw away doctrine.  So 
why is it so important?   
 First of all, God’s Word clearly teaches that Jesus was 
born of a virgin.  And therefore, to deny the virgin birth is to deny 
the absolute truthfulness of the Bible.  We can’t pick and choose as 
we read through the Bible.  You may feel inclined to deny 
something like the virgin birth because it sounds like the stuff of 
legend and myth.  It’s something that we’ve never seen happen, 
and so we might think that it could never happen.  But that’s just 
an anti-supernatural bias that has unfortunately gripped the minds 
of many.  In response to that, we must say that it is not at all 
unreasonable that the God of the universe would reveal Himself in 
supernatural ways.  Unbelievers will find various excuses for not 
believing these things.  But when God opens our eyes to see the 
truth of the Gospel, and the truth of His Word, then we can 
embrace the truth of every miraculous event recorded in this Book.  
And we need not feel like we’re checking our brains at the door or 
stepping out on some kind of blind faith, because there is good 
reason to believe these things (e.g., credible eyewitnesses, 
competent historians, careful scribes). 

Secondly, the virgin birth is significant because it helps us 
see how Jesus Christ is fully divine and fully human.  [I made 
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this point 2 weeks ago, and I’ll make it again here]  This is a 
fundamental truth of the Christian faith, and it is so crucial to the 
Gospel.  Only the infinite God can atone for sin, and therefore 
Jesus had to be fully God.  And we see in the virgin birth that God 
the Son, the second Person of the Trinity, came into the world by 
divine means.  He was not conceived through the union of two 
human parents, but rather the Holy Spirit worked in a unique way 
to bring our Savior into the world.   
 In order to atone for sin, Jesus had to be fully God.  And in 
order to atone for our sin, He had to become like us.  He had to be, 
not only fully God, but also fully human.  And so He was born of a 
woman.  He has a human body, a human mind, human emotions, 
and a human will.  He became like us in every way, except without 
sin.   
 And this leads us to a third aspect of Jesus’ life that relates 
to the virgin birth, and that is his sinlessness.  Jesus Christ is 
without sin.  Ever since Adam and Eve sinned in the garden, every 
human being is born with inherited guilt.  We are all sinners, not 
only because of our personal sins, but also because of our 
identification with our forefather Adam.  We have all inherited his 
guilt.  Jesus Christ is the one exception to this.   

Jesus remained perfectly sinless in His actions and thoughts 
and attitudes, and He is also sinless in His nature due to the way 
He was conceived.  He did not inherit Adam’s guilt, because He 
did not descend from Adam in the way the rest of us have.  He did 
have a human mother.  But as the angel told Mary in Luke 1:35, 
“The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most 
High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be 
called holy—the Son of God.”   

Again, I don’t claim to understand precisely how this is so.  
But God, in His creativity did choose to reveal things about Jesus’ 
nature in the miraculous way He was conceived.    

 
Savior from Sin 
 The final point that I want to close with is to see that this 
virgin-born son is our Savior from sin.  This is exactly what the 
angel of the Lord says to Joseph in verse 21.  “[Mary] will bear a 
son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people 
from their sins.”  The name Jesus is from the Hebrew Jeshua or 
Joshua, and it means “Jehovah saves.”  This is who Jesus is and 
what He came to accomplish.  He came to this earth to save his 
people from their sins.   

This will only strike you as it ought to if you realize that 
you are a sinner.  Do you realize, friend, that you are a sinner?  Do 
you realize that you need someone to save you from your sins?  
You do need a Savior!  You have disobeyed God’s commands.  
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You have rebelled against His good and gracious Word.  You have 
not lived up to His perfect standard of righteousness.  Your 
response might be, Well, yeah, I’m not perfect.  Nobody’s perfect.  
But I’m not that bad.  I’m not as bad as the neighbor down the 
street who has done some pretty awful things, and I’m not as bad 
as the criminals I hear about on the news.  Therefore I think I’m 
doing pretty well.  God grades on the curve, right!   
 No, God does not grade on a curve.  There’s a perfect 
standard of righteousness, and we have all fallen short.  We have 
all sinned in our actions, our thoughts, our motives.  We are sinful 
by nature because of our connection with Adam.  And because of 
all of this we deserve God’s wrath.  He is a just Judge, and He 
must punish sin, or else He wouldn’t be just.  If that was the end of 
the story, we would all go to hell and suffer eternal torment for our 
rebellion.  And God would be perfectly just to do that.   
 But here’s the Good News.  God sent His Son, Jesus Christ, 
into the world to be born of a virgin, to live a perfect and sinless 
life, to die on a cross, and to rise on the third day.  And in His 
death on that cross He took the wrath that we deserve for our sin.  
He suffered the penalty that we deserve, so that all who believe in 
Him will receive the reward that He deserves.  As Paul writes in 2 
Corinthians 5:21, “He made him to be sin who knew no sin, so 
that in him we might become the righteousness of God.”  Jesus, 
who knew no sin, went to the cross to bear the penalty for our sin, 
so that by faith we can be united to Him and counted righteous in 
Him.  Our sin becomes His, and His righteousness becomes ours.  
This is the Gospel!  This is how Jesus saves His people from their 
sins. 

I pray that this Christmas season will be a time for us to 
marvel at the incarnation of Jesus Christ and the redemption that 
comes through Him.  He is Jesus, who saves His people from their 
sins.  He is Immanuel, God with us.  Friends, this is the best news 
you will ever hear. 

We sang these words earlier in the service.  Let me read 
them again now in light of what we’ve been meditating on this 
morning.   
 
Hark the herald angels sing 
"Glory to the newborn King! 
Peace on earth and mercy mild 
God and sinners reconciled"   
Joyful, all ye nations rise 
Join the triumph of the skies 
With the angelic host proclaim: 
"Christ is born in Bethlehem" 
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Hark! The herald angels sing 
"Glory to the newborn King!" 
 
 
Christ by highest heav'n adored 
Christ the everlasting Lord! 
Late in time behold Him come 
Offspring of the Virgin's womb 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see 
Hail the incarnate Deity 
Pleased as man with man to dwell 
Jesus, our Emmanuel 
Hark! The herald angels sing 
"Glory to the newborn King!" 
 
Hail the heav'n-born Prince of Peace! 
Hail the Son of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all He brings 
Ris'n with healing in His wings 
Mild He lays His glory by 
Born that man no more may die 
Born to raise the sons of earth 
Born to give them second birth 
Hark! The herald angels sing 
"Glory to the newborn King!" 
 


