
Jer. 6:16-17  “Old Paths, New Warnings”

For the Children: Have you ever been in the car when the driver is lost?  You come to an intersection, and you have to 
make a choice: which way to go?  Will it be the right way, or the wrong way?  If you have a car “navigation system” or 
a cell-phone that can give directions – or an old-fashioned map - you can find the right way.  God’s children need to go 
through life the way God tells us – believing in the Lord Jesus, trusting and obeying Him.  Our “road-map” is the Bible. 
If we follow it, we will reach a good destination: the peace and blessing of salvation; if we ignore it and go some other 
way, there will be grief and destruction ahead of us.  Questions: Why did the Lord Jesus call Himself “The Way”? 
Why is God’s way referred to as the “old paths”?  Why do we also need “watchmen”?   Who are they and what do they 
do?
_________________________________________________________________________________________

Introduction:

First Point: Choose the Right Path
• The Ancient Paths: The picture here is of Israel standing at the cross-roads, needing to decide which road to 

travel – the Lord’s way, or the way of idolatry.  See Jer. 18:15.  The Lord’s way is the way of the “ancient 
paths.”  This is the way of the “fathers,” of the covenant, of Israel’s past history, of salvation.  It is the Way that 
is Christ (Jn. 14:6).  It is the way of the fear of the Lord.  To choose this way is not to find something new, but 
to start heeding past revelation.  Today, too, we do not need new doctrines, ethics or worship – but to keep to 
the “old paths”

• Enabled Choice: Israel is told to “stand…see…ask for…and walk in” these ancient paths.  This does not imply 
‘free will,” but that God graciously engages our wills by urging us to act responsibly.  He changes and enables 
us so we can take up this responsibility.  Some, like Israel, make the wrong choice: “We will not walk in it.” 
With so much history, they certainly could not plead ignorance – this was willful rejection of God and His 
Word

• Where the Paths Lead: To reject the ancient paths in favour of “other paths” – or simply to stand undecided at 
the cross-roads – is not only sinful, it is foolish.  For the Lord had amply shown the truth of the covenant: His 
ways bring blessing, the other ways bring the covenant-curse.  See Jer. 18:15f and the rest of Jer. 6.  His 
Way/the Lord Jesus brings “rest for your souls” – eternal life, peace and joy.  But unbelief is blind to both 
promised blessing and threatened curse

Second Point: Don’t Ignore the Warnings
• Watchmen Over You: The Lord not only gave all this historical instruction about the “ancient paths.”  He also 

set watchmen over His church to warn His people when they were straying.  These were the prophets (Ezk. 
3:17, Hab. 2:1).  They were “set over” Israel, since they brought God’s Word with His authority.  Today, elders 
also act as those who “keep watch over your souls” (Heb. 13:17) – though they no longer bring new revelation. 
But the Lord still gives them authority to warn and to shepherd

• The Sound of the Trumpet: Watchmen warn when there is spiritual danger.  They issue a cry that all God’s 
people should hear – like a blast on the horn when the enemy approaches the city.  Their people should then 
arm themselves for battle.  Such a loud blast should never be ignored!

• Listening or Not: Only the “spiritually deaf” can fail to hear these clear warnings from the Lord.  Again, it is 
unbelief that ignores such warnings.  Those who fear the Lord prepare for spiritual battle by arming themselves 
with God’s Word, and prayer, with the help of His Spirit.  They humble themselves to admit their weaknesses, 
to take advice, admonition and correction.  Such listening is needed today in the face of “new paths” of false 
doctrine, broad ecumenism, modern, man-centred worship and the like  

Conclusion:


