
THEM THAT OPPOSE THEMSELVES
2 TIMOTHY 2:24-26

Introduction
As Paul directed Timothy in his preaching and teaching work, he emphasized
meekness as a quality for him to cultivate within himself in dealing with
certain people:   “those that oppose themselves."

with meekness = with gentleness implying humility.
(The reason for handling this with “meekness” is because we’ve ALL been in
this position at one time or another in our lives!  And when we were there we
didn’t like it being pointed out and didn’t readily admit it!)

That’s an interesting phrase isn’t it?  “Those that oppose themselves.”
You’ve no doubt heard someone described or possibly even described
someone yourself with a phrase like:  “They are their own worst enemy!”

The assumption of that phrase and this passage is that there are many people
who, through different types of thinking and/or behavior, place themselves
in the sad position of being in a state of self-opposition...and most of the
time they are that way without even knowing it!   

They don’t really need another opponent, for they are their own worst
enemy!  They need help!

The words “oppose themselves” here is translated from a word meaning “to
set oneself opposite, that is, to dispute, reason, or argue something especially
respecting the truth of some fact.” Arguing with the TRUTH!
(e.g.  When someone says, “I know the Bible says that, BUT...”)

Have you ever known someone who was argumentative against the truth
just for the sake of being argumentative when they didn’t have a leg to
stand on!? That is the idea behind what Paul is saying here!   

He’s speaking of someone who argues against the TRUTH because they
don’t want the TRUTH to be the TRUTH because that means that means
they would have to CHANGE to align their lives with the TRUTH!  
And people don’t like CHANGE especially when it comes to repenting of
sin in their own personal lives! 
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The statement “those that oppose themselves” needs to be understood by
every one of us this morning because it affects us all! 
1. It hurts the LORD when people—whether saved or lost—“oppose

themselves” because the LORD loves us all and wants only the very
best for us! 

2. It hurts the godly Pastor when people—whether saved or lost—
“oppose themselves” for the same reason!

3. It hurts the local Church when MEMBERS “oppose themselves”
because every member is important and has been placed in the
Church body with gifts that will remain dormant and unused! 

The local Church is also hurt by others that just attend that
“oppose themselves”—both saved and lost! 

 With ALL of these—Members, Saved Attendees, Lost Attendees— 
What they could have been for the LORD does not materialize and
so what they could have done for the LORD, had they NOT
opposed themselves, remains undone!  

Every person here today has a POTENTIAL for the LORD!  But
that POTENTIAL IS NOT REALIZED when you oppose yourself
no matter who you are!

4. It hurts the LOST world when God’s people “oppose themselves”
because the CHILD OF GOD’S TESTIMONY and/or  THE
CHURCH’S TESTIMONY is hindered in their eyes thereby
diminishing the EFFECT OF THE GOSPEL in the lives of the
LOST!

5. The LOST hurt themselves when they “oppose themselves” because
it keeps them in their lost condition thereby endangering their
eternal souls!
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So, one of the great challenges in the work of the Apostle Paul and Pastor
Timothy and other servants of the LORD in their day...and to Pastors and
Teachers and even other servants of the LORD from that day even up to and
including our day is this matter of dealing in meekness with “those that
oppose themselves”!  

So, exactly HOW DO PEOPLE OPPOSE THEMSELVES?
Now understand again, we ALL have opposed ourselves at times!  You’ll
come to understand this better as we look at it!  And I want to be kind, but
there are some here today that presently, right now, this day, here and now, are
OPPOSING THEMSELVES and it is a detriment to your SPIRITUAL LIFE!

I’ve got ONE POINT in this sermon and several SUB-POINTS...
HERE IS THE ONE POINT...
 
PEOPLE “OPPOSE THEMSELVES” WHEN THEY HOLD TO WAYS
OR DEFEND WAYS WHICH CONTRADICT GOD THE FATHER,
HIS SON, HIS SPIRIT AND HIS SCRIPTURE! 

Let Me Give You Some Prime Examples:
1. The Lost With Regard To Salvation!

When someone says or thinks:
“I think that as long as  ___________I’ll be OK.”
My Good Deeds Outweigh My Bad Deeds... 
I Keep The Golden Rule... 
I Keep The Ten Commandments... 
I Was Baptized As An Infant...
I’ve Been Otherwise Baptized... 
I Attend Church...
Etc., Etc., Etc.

2. The Believer With Regard To Baptism!
(Well I’ll pray about it...Listen carefully, it’s not  something you have
to pray about...it is a clear command...You just need to be obedient to
it!)
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3. The Believer With Regard To Being An Active Member In A Local
Church! 
(Where do you think the idea of being an integral part of a local
Church by being an active member comes from?—It comes from
Scripture!)

4. The Believer With Regard To The Christian Walk!
(1 John 2:15-16)
(Where do you think the idea of being faithful in the areas of Church
attendance, tithing, praying, Bible reading and studying, witnessing,
and other areas of the Christian walk come from?—Just some
preacher?  No!  It comes from Scripture!

5. The Believer with regard to God’s Man!
Hebrews 13:7  Remember them which have the rule over you, who
have spoken unto you the word of God: whose faith follow,
considering the end of their conversation. 

Hebrews 13:17  Obey them that have the rule over you, and submit
yourselves: for they watch for your souls, as they that must give
account, that they may do it with joy, and not with grief: for that is
unprofitable for you.  (i.e.  You oppose yourself!)

Conclusion
Let me ask you this question...Are you one that is opposing yourself today?

Are you actively and consciously living some area of your life contrary to
what you know God would have for you?  If so, you are opposing yourself!
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