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1. It is God the Father who justifies the person who does not work, but believes in Jesus for 
salvation. 
 
Romans 4: 1-8 – “What then shall we say that Abraham our father has found according to the flesh?  
For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God.  For what 
does the Scripture say?  “Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness.” Now to 
him who works, the wages are not counted as grace but as debt.  But to him who does not work but 
believes on Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is accounted for righteousness, just as David also 
describes the blessedness of the man to whom God imputes righteousness apart from works: “Blessed are 
those whose lawless deeds are forgiven, and whose sins are covered; blessed is the man to whom the Lord 
shall not impute sin.” 
 
For Abraham, believing God was believing in the promise concerning what God would do for Him in the 
sending of His Son Jesus Christ.  It was on account of what Christ would do in righteousness, and His 
suffering for sinners like Abraham that was presented to Abraham as a gift which would come through 
his descendants; Isaac the child of promise, to start with.  It was Abraham’s believing not in Himself but 
in what God would someday do for Him through His Son Jesus Christ, that was accounted to Abraham 
for righteousness.  Abraham had nothing to boast of, and nothing of his work could bring this about.  But 
by faith he received the blessing of salvation as a free gift of grace, even then in Old Testament times.  For 
us who live in New Testament times believing God is believing in His promise concerning the great work 
which Christ has done and accomplished in relation to His perfect obedience to God’s holy law, and His 
suffering in the place of sinners such as ourselves.  And we too, receive this great salvation by faith, 
knowing that it is the gift of God, lest any of us should boast.   
 
John Gill says: “And it was counted to him for righteousness, the meaning of which is not, that Abraham 
imputed righteousness to God, or celebrated his righteousness and faithfulness, as some; or that the world reckoned 
Abraham a righteous person, as others; but that God reckoned him righteous, or imputed it to him for 
righteousness: and the question is, what the it is which was counted to him for righteousness? and that this is to be 
understood, האמנה על, "concerning faith", as R. Solomon Jarchi says, is out of question; for this is expressly said by 
the apostle, Rom_4:9. The only one is, whether it means the grace of faith by which he believed; or the object of 
faith on which he believed, and with which his faith was conversant: not the former, for that is not righteousness, 
nor accounted so; but is distinguished from it, and is that by which a person receives and lays hold on 
righteousness; besides, whatever may be alleged in favor of the imputation of Abraham's faith to himself for 
righteousness, it can never be thought to be imputed to others on that account; whereas the very selfsame it is 
imputed to others also; see Rom_4:24; it remains then that it was the promised seed, the Messiah, and his 
righteousness, which Abraham, by faith, looked unto, and believed in, that was made unto him righteousness by 
imputation. Now since so great and good a man as Abraham was not justified by works, but by faith in the 
righteousness of the Messiah, it follows, that none of his sons, nor any other person whatever, ought to seek for, or 
expect to be justified in any other way. 
 
Romans 4: 20-25 – “He (Abraham) did not waver at the promise of God through unbelief, but was 
strengthened in faith, giving glory to God, and being fully convinced that what He had promised He was 
also able to perform. And therefore “it was accounted to him for righteousness.”  Now it was not written 
for his sake alone that it was imputed to him, but also for us. It shall be imputed to us who believe in Him 
who raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead,  who was delivered up because of our offenses, and was 
raised because of our justification.”   
 
Genesis 15: 1-6 – “After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision, saying, ‘Do not be 
afraid, Abram. I am your shield, your exceedingly great reward.” “But Abram said, ‘Lord God, what will 
You give me, seeing I go childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?”  “Then Abram said, 
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"Look, You have given me no offspring; indeed one born in my house is my heir!” “And behold, the word 
of the Lord came to him, saying, ‘This one shall not be your heir, but one who will come from your own 
body shall be your heir.” “Then He brought him outside and said, ‘Look now toward heaven, and count 
the stars if you are able to number them.” “And He said to him, ‘So shall your descendants be.” “And he 
believed in the Lord, and He accounted it to him for righteousness.” 
 
 
 
 


