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Message #12                                                                                                            Joshua 6:22-27 
 
In Matthew 25:31-46 there is a judgment described that is called the Judgment of the Nations.  
The result of that judgment is that either one is permitted to enter the kingdom (Matt. 25:34) or 
one will be cast into eternal fire (Matt. 25:41).  The determining factor of this judgment is 
how one treated the Jew during the Tribulation when the Antichrist led a worldwide 
crusade to try to exterminate every Jew. 
 
During this time if one hid the Jew, fed the Jew, clothed the Jew and ministered to and helped the 
Jew during the Tribulation, that Gentile will share in the eternal Kingdom God gives to Israel. 
On the other hand, if one did not minister to the Jew during the Tribulation, that Gentile will be 
cast into eternal fire.  When God is working with Israel nationally, how one relates to the 
Jew determines the eternal destiny. 
 
If ever there is an O.T. passage that clearly teaches this truth it is Joshua 6:22-27.  If ever there 
is a text that shows the importance of treating Israel in a good way, it is this text.  The primary 
point of the passage is this: 
 
WHEN GOD IS WORKING WITH ISRAEL AS A NATION AND SEN DS HIS JUDG-
MENT, THE ONLY NON-JEWISH PEOPLE WHO WILL ESCAPE AR E THOSE WHO 
HAVE RESPECTED AND HELPED ISRAEL BECAUSE SHE IS THE  NATION OF 
GOD. 
 
God will bless those who bless Israel and He will curse those who curse Israel.  This promise of 
Genesis 12:3 has been fulfilled throughout all of history.  Mistreat the Israelites and you are 
heading to judgment.  But, if by faith you will respect and honor Israel, you will be rewarded. 
 
In Hebrews 11:31 we read: “By faith Rahab the harlot did not perish along with those who were 
disobedient, after she had welcomed the spies in peace.”   
 
There is also a picture here of how God will search out one single individual even when His 
judgment is being poured out.  Not one of the elect are missing from the blessings of God, even 
during judgment. 
 
There are six textual realities brought out in these verses: 
 
TEXTUAL REALITY #1 –  Joshua commands two men to spare Rahab.  6:22 
 
The two spies who had been housed and hidden and helped by Rahab (2:4-22) were told by 
Joshua to go get her and get everyone and everything in her house.  We may recall that these two 
spies promised Rahab this and Joshua was seeing that their word was honored (2:12-13).   
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Joshua had not been there when these two promised Rahab they would spare her, but in confor-
mity with the testimony of these two faithful spies, Joshua made them follow through on their 
promise. 
 
There is an important point to see here and that is God will never go back on any of His 
promises, even though those promises were written down by other men.  When God says through 
the pen of John or Paul that whoever believes on Him will not perish, you may be certain that is 
the truth. 
 
Now Rahab had been a harlot and she ran a house of prostitution.  I want us to remind ourselves 
again was the thing that saved her was not her repenting of her harlotry; it was the scarlet thread 
that she dangled down out of the window (Josh. 2:18).  Those spies did not tell her she had to 
stop being a prostitute.  They told her that her safety depended on that scarlet cord. 
 
Rahab is saved and exalted to great honor.  This former prostitute ends up on the lineage list of 
Jesus Christ (Matthew 1:5).  God delights in taking sinners who have been steeped in sin and 
raising them to great honorable positions for His glory.  He did this same kind of thing with 
Augustine, C. I. Scofield, and with Rahab.  He has done this with millions of people who have 
had sin-filled lives.  God saves them and then He exalts them. 
 
TEXTUAL REALITY #2 –  The two spies obey the commands of Joshua.  6:23 
 
Notice that these two were “young men” as opposed to “older men.”  They were faithful young 
men.  They had been entrusted with a very serious and important assignment and they had 
faithfully carried it out.  They went to Rahab’s house and brought out at least six items: 
 
Item #1 - They brought out Rahab.  6:23a 
Item #2 - They brought out Rahab’s father.  6:23b 
Item #3 - They brought out Rahab’s mother.  6:23c 
Item #4 - They brought out Rahab’s brothers.  6:23d 
Item #5 - They brought out Rahab’s relatives.  6:23e 
Item #6 - They brought out Rahab’s possessions.  6:25a 
 
Rahab’s faith was critical to the salvation of all of these people.  Her faith in caring for the 
Israeli’s had a sanctifying effect on them all. 
 
We cannot help but wonder how these relatives viewed Rahab’s former occupation as a harlot. 
Perhaps coming out of a Canaanite background it didn’t matter.  But it is possible that some did 
not approve of her occupation.  The beauty of this story is that Rahab, who at one time had 
been responsible for shaming them, was now responsible for saving them.  That is how 
God’s grace works. 
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I have a pastor friend who, prior to coming to faith in Christ, was a bar room brawler.  He loved 
to go to bars to drink and fight.  He would get drunk and end up getting in a fight and end up in 
jail.  He was from a small town and he was a disgrace to his family.  He came to Christ, went and 
got a theological education and went right back to the same town and became a pastor of the 
church.  Through his ministry, many of his own family members came to faith in Jesus Christ.  
The man who once shamed his family was used by God to save his family.  That is the story of 
Rahab. 
 
Now you will notice at the end of verse 23 that they brought the things out and initially placed 
them all “outside the camp of Israel.”  Before Gentiles could associate with Israel, they needed  
to be ceremonially cleansed in accordance with the Law of Moses and the men needed to be 
circumcised. 
 
But Rahab and her family escaped the terrible destruction of Jericho because she had properly 
related herself to Israel.  She was being blessed because she had properly cared for two Israeli 
spies and because she knew that these Israelites were the people of God. 
 
It will always go better for people in this world who are kind to Jewish people and to those who 
are properly related to God.  If you know Jesus Christ as your Savior and you purpose to obey 
God’s Word, any person who treats you properly stands to be positively blessed by God for that 
action. 
 
For example, in Acts 18 the Apostle Paul went to Corinth and there was a Jew whose name was 
Aquila, who had a wife whose name was Priscilla.  They took Paul in and gave him a job as a 
tentmaker (Acts 18:1-3).  It is obvious from tracking the record of Aquila and Priscilla that not 
only did God bless them financially, but He blessed them spiritually because they became known 
by all of the churches as great servants of God.  It all started when they helped Paul. 
 
Those companies who have faithful people of God working for them are very fortunate.  If they 
treat those faithful people right they stand to be blessed by God.  It is critical that we treat Israel 
with great respect and honor.  It is critical to our own welfare that we are a helpful friend to 
Israel.  God blesses those who are. 
 
TEXTUAL REALITY #3 –  Jericho is destroyed.  6:24 
 
Think of this day for those who lived in Jericho.  It started out as an ordinary day.  It started out 
with the young and the old and the children.  It started out with people going about their business 
probably thinking about their money, their homes and their good life.  Probably many were 
thinking about that strange parade that marched around the city every day. 
 
But this day will not end for them the way other days did, because this is the day they all end up 
in eternity.  This is the way it is for people who die and go to hell.  The day starts off like any 
other day, but before the day is over, they are gone. 
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I cannot help but think what happened in Paris.  Many people go to a café or a concert or a 
competition, thinking they would have an enjoyable evening and many never made it home.   
 
The city of Jericho was attacked, the people were destroyed and the city was burned.  Items of 
silver and gold and bronze and iron were the only things kept and put into the treasury of the 
house of the LORD.  The people, including the men, women and children and animals, were all 
destroyed. 
 
Some do not understand the fact that God is a God of wrath.  These Canaanites were doing some 
very destructive things.  They were promoting some of the worst forms of immorality and 
idolatry known to the perverted mind of man and God promised that when their evil reached a 
certain level, they would be destroyed (Leviticus 18:24-30; 20:23). 
 
Archeological discoveries have concluded that the Canaanites lived a licentious and idolatrous 
lifestyle.  This was having a corrupting influence on all and it had reached such a level that 
God’s only option was elimination.  This is the beginning of God’s judgmental elimination. 
 
One commentator observed that most people do not understand God’s judgment.  Punishment for 
sin is often long delayed and then suddenly it comes without remedy.  Do not ever make the 
mistake of thinking postponement of judgment means pardon from judgment. 
 
Sin eventually is found out.  Do not try to cover and hide sin, but face it openly and honestly so 
God does not have to track it down.  For Jericho it was too late.  God had tolerated her evil long 
enough and it was time for His destructive judgment. 
 
Grace has time limits.  Don’t think for one minute that just because that person you know or 
work with will not burn in hell.  Unless he/she comes to faith in Jesus Christ, he will burn. 
 
TEXTUAL REALITY #4 –  Rahab is allowed to live.  6:25 
 
Now the point of this verse is to show that even though God was pouring out His wrath on this 
Gentile city, there was a Gentile family who was spared because Rahab did nice things for Israel. 
 
Verse 25 says that Joshua spared Rahab and she lived in the midst of Israel “to this day.”  What 
that means is when the book of Joshua was written, she was still alive and people knew her. 
 
There is coming a day of terrible judgment called the Great Tribulation.  I am sure the evil level 
has just about reached its capacity.  God will let it go just so long and then He will pour out His 
wrath on a God-mocking, Bible-mocking, Christ-rejecting world. 
 
During that Tribulation, the Jews will be persecuted.  They will be hated by the Antichrist and 
will be killed by Gentile powers.  During this time those Rahab types who realize Israel is God’s 
nation and take those people in and care for them will discover the same thing Rahab and her 
family discovered; they will be spared from the wrath of God.   
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In this Church Age, there is only one way to be spared from the wrath of God and that is to be 
properly related to Jesus Christ.  You must believe in Him and trust in Him as your Savior.  If 
you are not properly related to Jesus Christ, no matter how nice you are, you will experience 
God’s wrath. 
 
TEXTUAL REALITY #5 –  Jericho is given a curse.  6:26 
 
Joshua pronounced a curse on any who would try to raise up and rebuild the fortified city of 
Jericho with its gates.  The curse was that whoever tried to rebuild Jericho would lose his first 
born son and would lose his youngest son.   
 
This curse was very consistent with Deuteronomy law–Deuteronomy 13:12-18.  This idea of a 
curse was not invented by Joshua.  It was perfectly consistent with the Word of God.  In fact, we 
have proof that this curse was the will of the LORD. 
 
We know this because in another account, which occurred several years later, it is specifically 
stated that this curse was “the word of the LORD” (I Kings 16:34).  Some 800 years later, in the 
days of King Ahab, Hiel the Bethelite rebuilt Jericho and the curse was completely and precisely 
fulfilled just as Joshua spoke it. 
 
TEXTUAL REALITY #6 –  Joshua is honored.  6:27 
 
The LORD was with Joshua and his fame was spreading.  Joshua was an honored man of God.  
He earned this honor not in a time of peace, but in a time of war.  He was God’s chosen leader 
for this job. 
 
Those who will be honored by God will be willing to go to war for God.  They will by faith fight 
battles and they will see God give victory. 
 
 
PRACTICAL LESSONS: 
 
1. No matter what everyone else does, one who is faithful to God will be rewarded.  Rahab 
       was the only one who trusted God and she was honored for it. 
 
2. When God’s wrath comes, it does not spare anyone. 
 
3. We must always be a friend to Israel because Israel is the special nation of God. 
 
4. Regardless of your past, your future can be bright if one will trust in the One who 
       wore the scarlet robe–Jesus Christ. 
 


