
 

God’s Suffering Servant (Psalm 69) 

• In Ps 69 there is no doubt that much of this psalm is Messianic in nature.   

•  Next to Psalm 22 & 110,  Ps 69 most quoted psalm in the Old Testament   

•  7 of its 36 verses are quoted directly in the New Testament 

Context and Setting of Psalm 69 

1) David’s situation (or that of another ancient Jewish writer) 

2) The person and work of Jesus Christ  

3) Our own experience & problems. 

I. Weeping for & Pleading for God’s Help (vv.1-4)  

1) David has given no reason to his enemies to do him harm (v.4a) 

2) David is pleading with God for help, but He seems to not be listening (v3*) 

II. The Psalmist’s Brief Confession (v.5) 

•  Vs. 5 couldn’t be about Jesus: David’s brief confession of guilt/transgression  

• David says “they hate me without cause,” he is quick to confess his own fault  

III. Renewed Crying out and Pleading to God (vv.6-12) 

1) Enemies (v.4) the religious leaders (Pharisees) hated Him without cause  

2) His brothers (v.8) John 7:2-4 Jesus became a stranger to His brothers  

3) A byword (v.11) Jesus became a byword to all those who hated Him 

4) The rulers (v.12) To sit in the gate meant to be a ruler (Prov 31:23) 

5) The drunkards (v.12)  Solomon says “fools mock sin” (Prov 14:) 

IV. Despised, Rejected and Insulted His Entire Human Life 

• His whole life, right up to death on the cross, Jesus was rejected & mocked 

V. The First Renewed Cry For God’s Help (vv.13-18) 

• Similar images used in this stanza “the mire, deep waters”(14) “flood” (v15) 

• The image of - “pit” is new which was likely to swallow - psalmist up (v15) 

• Pit, refers to a cistern: normally have water in it with a stone over the top 

• David, God’s servant, describes his trial v17: parallels the great Servant, in-

servant songs found Isa 42, 49, 50, 53 points to Jesus as God’s unique servant 

Conclusion and Application  

• Jesus Christ suffered & endured all of this so that we can live in His power 

John 15: 19-20 


