
Authentic Christianity Part 16
By Dr. Jeff Meyers

Preached On: Sunday, November 27, 2016

Crossroads Ministries
301 S. 8th Street
Opelika, Alabama 36801 

Website: www.fbcopelika.com 
Online Sermons: www.sermonaudio.com/jeffmeyers

Today officially marks the beginning of a season of celebration as we march toward what
we know as the celebration of the birth of our Savior Jesus Christ. We have celebration in
song, we have celebration in events and in decorations, but let's be honest this morning, 
it's also a challenging time. It's a challenge. How do we fit everything in the schedule 
over the next few weeks. It's a challenge. How do we go to all the events and hopefully 
not gain too much weight. There are challenges and so today we find ourselves in what 
some people claim the most challenging passage in the entire New Testament. So what a 
great way to start off a season of celebration and challenge with one of the most 
challenging passages in all of the Bible and I just want to encourage you to pray with me 
in just a moment that all of our preconceived ideas, all of the outside voices will be 
silenced so that today when we come to this passage we'll see it for what the Lord wants 
us to see and not maybe what others or what tradition or maybe a perspective may say. 
Let's pray that we'll only see what he says to us today.

Let's pray.

Lord, as we come to this passage, we know it's going to be a challenge. Lord, we know 
there are a lot of people who are more intelligent and smarter and even wiser than we 
are in this room who have struggled with this passage but, Lord, you've told us that we 
need no other teacher but you. So Lord, we pray in advance that you would take your 
words which you have given to us for thousands of years and somehow miraculously and 
supernaturally allow them to be lifted off the page, not just into our eyes and our mind 
but into our hearts so that it might change how we see today, it might change how we live
tomorrow, it might change our entire eternity. It is in the name of Jesus Christ we pray. 
Amen.

This morning I want to encourage you to open your Bibles to the book of 1 John 5. In just
a moment we're going to pick it up in verse 13 and I mentioned earlier one of the most 
challenging, most discussed passages in all of the New Testament. If you're a guest or 
visitor, you may question why would you at the beginning of the Christmas Advent 
season, why would you go to one of the most difficult passage in all of the Bible? Well, I 
didn't just pick this randomly or arbitrarily. We've been walking through the entire book 
of 1 John in this season, looking at the idea, the concept of what it means to be an 
authentic Christian, to believe and to live and to act as the Lord has commissioned us for 
thousands of years, maybe a recapturing of the authenticity of the Christian faith. And 
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today beginning in verse 13, we're going to have a passage that's very challenging but it's 
also going to be very comforting.

Now, if you were with us last time in 1 John, we ended in verse 13 and we're going to 
pick it back up today in verse 13 because it's one of the great verses of our faith. It's a 
great verse of comfort that I think will allow us, as you'll see in a moment, a little bit of 
cushion for the challenge. It says in verse 13 of 1 John 5, 

13 These things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the 
Son of God; that ye may know that ye have eternal life, and that ye may 
believe on the name of the Son of God. 14 And this is the confidence that 
we have in him, that, if we ask any thing according to his will, he hears us:
15 And if we know that he hear us, whatsoever we ask, we know that we 
have the petitions that we desired of him. 16 If any man see his brother sin
a sin which is not unto death, he shall ask, and he shall give him life for 
them that sin not unto death. There is a sin unto death: I do not say that he 
shall pray for it. 17 All unrighteousness is sin: and there is a sin not unto 
death. 18 We know that whosoever is born of God sinneth not; but he that 
is begotten of God keeps himself, and that wicked one touches him not. 19
And we know that we are of God, and the whole world lies in wickedness.
20 And we know that the Son of God is come, and hath given us an 
understanding, that we may know him that is true, and we are in him that 
is true, even in his Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God, and eternal life.

Now as we read through that passage of Scripture, it wasn't difficult to find that hard 
passage where it talks about that there is this sin unto death and if one has committed that
sin, it doesn't even help to pray for whatever situation is involved. 

We're going to get to that difficult passage in just a moment but I want to begin with the 
comfort that this passage gives beginning in verse 13 when it says if we believe on the 
name of the Son of God, we may know that we have eternal life. In verse 18 on the other 
side of this passage it says that we are in him, we are born of him, we know that we have 
eternal life, we know that we have that relationship with him and the comfort that we 
have is both in the process and in the picture. The process is there in verse 13 and if you 
were with us last time that we were in 1 John, I shared this illustration with you and the 
reason I want to do so again is because there may be some of you here today that were 
not here last time and I've heard from so many of you who said it was one of the most 
picturesque illustrations that you've heard regarding forgiveness and salvation. It never 
hurts sometimes to hear it again.

What's the process? In verse 13 it says that when we believe, we may know. Back in John
10:28-29, Jesus was arguing with the religious crowd. He was arguing with the movers 
and shakers of his day and in doing so, in describing forgiveness in salvation he made 
this statement in verses 28 and 29 that if we as believers are in his hands, there is nothing,
there is no one, nothing can pluck us out. The illustration that Jesus was giving flies in 
the face of many of our erroneous thinking. I think oftentimes we understand that we're 
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sinners, we understand that we can't save ourselves. We believe that Jesus can forgive. 
We believe that Jesus is our Savior. But the erroneous thinking or the erroneous 
illustration is that somehow in all of that we picture God throwing out this rope of grace 
out of heaven that we jump up one day and grab ahold of. Now, we know in the physical 
world whether it's gym class or some other environment, if you grab onto a rope it doesn't
matter how strong you are, how in shape you are, over time with the sweating of the 
hands and with the shaking of the muscles, eventually the nerves give out and you will 
slide down that rope to your demise. I think oftentimes we see forgiveness, we see 
salvation in that picture that God gives us grace and we just kind of try to hold on for 
dear life. Here's the problem: you can't hold on, I can't hold on, none of us can hold on 
eternally and that is why the illustration Jesus gives of us being in his hand is so 
important. Our salvation, our forgiveness of our sins is not based on us jumping up and 
grabbing anything, it's based on him reaching down and holding on to us.

That is a great message of comfort but there's also a picture. When it says in verse 18 that
we are born of him, that we know, it says that we sin not, the picture goes all the way 
back to Colossians 2 where it says that we have been spiritually circumcised; we have 
been set apart; we have been cut apart. There has been a division in our life where this 
flesh that one day we'll receive a new body has gone away and the picture that we get is a
picture of justification, of us standing before God one day knowing that we should be 
condemned, knowing that we are guilty of our sins, but it's not us standing alone, it's not 
us standing there exposed. The picture that we get when it says we know that we know 
that we know, is that in our justification being presented faultless, the picture is that Jesus
stands in our stead; that Jesus is the Mediator; that Jesus is the in-between us and the 
Father at that time period. What words of comfort that we can't have the ability to save 
ourselves but he has scooped down to forgive us and to save us. And when that day 
comes where we have a reckoning with an Almighty God, we're not on our own with our 
own testimony, he testifies on our behalf. 

What great comfort but then there is this passage of concern. In the midst of all that 
comfort, why would it say if a man sinned a sin unto death don't bother praying for it, it 
won't do any good, that sin unto death that has troubled so many for so long. So let's 
spend some time kind of unpacking what this means. I think we need to begin with a 
particular definition. You are in a "church" environment. You are in a Christian 
atmosphere. We have Bibles in our hands. And so rightfully so when you're in an 
environment such as this, we have a natural go-to mechanism. There are certain words, 
there are certain phrases that we hear that we automatically subconsciously just go to. 
When the Bible uses the word "death," more times than not you cannot help but go back 
to Romans 6:23, "For the wages of sin is death but the gift of God is eternal life through 
Jesus Christ our Lord." When we see that word, when we see that phrase, we almost 
always automatically think of eternity. We think of a place the Bible calls heaven, a place
the Bible calls hell, that Jesus is the only Mediator between the two. That is our natural 
go-to concept. But here's the problem with limiting ourselves to that definition today: it's 
speaking of people who are alive. It's speaking of people who have a relationship with the
Lord. It's speaking to people who are actively walking through this journey of life that 
have some issues that are unto death and some issues that are not unto death. 
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So I think what we need to do today is take that word, take that phrase, kind of take a step
back and realize that eternity in heaven and hell are not the only ways to define the word 
"death" in the Bible. In fact, the very first mention of death is back in Genesis 2. Adam is 
there in the garden of Eden, the Lord has commissioned him. He can eat of every tree of 
the garden freely except that one of knowledge of good and evil and in verse 16 of 
chapter 2, God makes this statement, "In the day that you eat, you will surely die." It 
literally says, "you will die twice." And in the next chapter, they ate of the forbidden fruit
and according to 1 Corinthians 15, we all physically die now because of that action back 
in Genesis 3. So the word "death" can mean eternity, it can mean heaven and hell, but it 
also can mean the ceasing of one's physical life because they experienced a physical 
death and we will as well.

But death even has a broader definition of that. Anybody here ever experience the death 
of a relationship? Anybody ever experience the death of a career? How about the death of
a dream? I think we all can understand from those definitions or those concepts that there 
are those ideas that we wish would continue but we know they have ceased and therein 
lies the common particular definition of the word "death," something that was once active
is now no longer. And what we see here in this passage when it says if you committed a 
sin unto death, I want you to take a step back with me today and don't think just in terms 
of eternity, just in terms of heaven and hell, but let's think in terms of life and decisions 
and relationships and opportunities that there can come a time where the Lord says the 
opportunity to partake in that has ceased; the opportunity to be a part of that is gone.

You know, we talk about that which is no longer active. Sometimes that's a relationship 
and we think, "Well, surely I can go back." A dream. Allow me to illustrate it this way. 
When you come into this area of the world, the major thoroughfare when you come to the
Opelika, Auburn area, it's what we know as Interstate 85 and whether you enter from the 
north or from the south, today's illustration is going to be from the south, you have a 
multitude of opportunities by which to enter our community. You can take the very first 
exit. You'll be down in the industrial park but you can take the exit and you have come to
our community. Or maybe you're not interested in the industrial area, maybe you want to 
do a little shopping. If you want to do a little shopping, you have to wait a few more 
exits. You take that exit and there is all the shopping you could ever enjoy right there. 
Maybe you're saying, "You know, I'm not into the industrial, I'm not into the shopping, 
I'm going to wait until the end and kind of go and see some friends, some family. I'm 
going to wait until the last exits." You know, it doesn't matter if you take the first exit or 
the last exit or some exit in between, on Interstate 85 you have a lot of opportunities to 
enter our community by way of those exits. 

The problem and what I want to picture for you today is this: you see, in this concerning 
passage, I think it talks about what I call spiritual exit ramps. There comes places, there 
comes time where the Lord has called you to something or called you away from 
something and we say, "Well, you know, surely I'll get another opportunity. Surely I'll get
another exit. There will be another opportunity." You see, once you pass the last exit into 
our community, what you most normally do is you go take a u-turn, turn around and 
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come back, right? However that's not the way life works. How many times has a 
relationship died and you did everything you could to get it back but it was over, it wasn't
going to happen? How about a dream that has died. And I know what some of you are 
thinking, "Oh but, you can always go back and recapture a dream." Let me tell you 
something: I have a dream of professional athletics. I'm now in my mid 40s. It's not going
to happen. You say, "Just go back to the dream, man. Just go back. Go get some 
training." It's not going to happen. It's dead. It's over. And I think one of the things that 
we misunderstand that when we drive in our car we can always u-turn, you don't get a u-
turn in life because when the Lord gives us opportunities, when he gives us the privilege 
of doing what he's called us to do or getting away from what he's called us away from, we
have this natural unfortunate gravitation to think, "Well, surely a good and gracious and 
wonderful God, he's going to give me one more chance."

Let me share with you a pattern that we find in Scripture. Now, I could go throughout all 
of the Bible today but for the sake of time I'm just going to use three particular stories 
that hopefully you'll be familiar with in the Old Testament. The first one is a man by the 
name of Esau. We pick up the story in Genesis 25. Esau and his twin brother Jacob in the 
process of their birth, they're in their mother's womb, their relationship went sour from 
the very beginning. I mean, Esau is the firstborn, he's coming out, his brother is grabbing 
onto his heel as he leaves the womb. Now, you know the story. They didn't get along. 
Esau was a tough man. He was hairy and in those days when you're hairy, probably didn't
have deodorant like we do, so he smelled like a man, he looked like a man. His brother, 
kind of soft. Kind of, I hate to use the phrase but he's kind of a momma's boy, for lack of 
better terms, and what we see is Jacob and his mom connive this plan that they're going 
to steal Esau's birthright. Esau comes in from a hunt. He is famished. He says, "If I don't 
eat a meal I'm going to die." His youngest brother with the help of his mom, here's what 
he comes up with, he says, "Alright, big brother, I'll tell you what, why don't you sell me 
your birthright. Sell it to me because what good is it to have a birthright if you're dead?" 
He said, "You've got a good point." So he says, "I'll sell you my birthright. Give me the 
stew." So he eats the meal. Jacob then disguises himself, again with the help of his mom, 
goes into his dad Isaac and receives the blessing of the firstborn because Esau sold it to 
him. Esau goes in and he says, "Oh dad, please. This has been a terrible mix-up, a terrible
mistake." He cries. He begs. He pleads. His dad Isaac says, "I'm sorry, son. We can't go 
back. I can't undo it." In fact, the book of Hebrews 12:16 gives commentary and it says 
that even though Esau sought with tears, he could not get his birthright back.

You move the next story in Exodus, a man by the name of Pharaoh. We know him as that
one that after 400 years of captivity was obstinate, was not going to let the people of God 
go. Moses and Aaron his brother, they come before him and they proclaim that there are 
going to be plagues. In fact, the Bible lays out there were ten specific plagues that came 
upon Egypt as the Israelites left there going across the Red Sea to what we eventually 
know as the Promised Land. But did you know that with every one of those plagues, 
every one of those unfortunate events, the Lord through Moses came to Pharaoh and said,
"Hey, if you'll let my people go, just let them worship, this will all stop." What's 
interesting, I know there were ten total plagues but if you look back in the book of 
Exodus, the first plague, the turning of the water into blood, when that happened he came
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to Moses and he says, "We've got to stop this. You've got to fix this." And the Bible says 
that he repented. Pharaoh repented. He said, "I want to do what God...I will let you go." 
Did he let them go? No, he didn't. Second plague, third plague, fourth plague, fifth 
plague. Finally the sixth plague comes. You know, Pharaoh has been batting 1,000 at this
point. Every harsh thing, every judgment of God, if he just says, "Oops, I shouldn't have 
done that. That was a bad call." God gives him another chance. God gives him another 
opportunity. But on the sixth one in Exodus 9:12 it says God hardened his heart and from 
that point forward, you don't see Pharaoh again having this privilege of opportunity. You 
never see him again saying, "Well, what's my decision going to be?" The decision, the 
verdict, has been rendered. You see, he thought he had one more exit ramp. He thought 
he had one more opportunity. "Surely I'll get one more."

We fast forward to one of my favorite characters in the Bible, a man by the name of 
Samson. You know, Samson was known for his great strength but yet nobody understood
where his strength came from and I think we picture him in a bad light. Oftentimes when 
you're a child in Sunday school or vacation Bible school, we always have pictures of 
Samson with these big body-building type muscles. Well, if nobody knew why he was 
strong, why do we picture him with big muscles? The fact of the matter was he had like 
this seven foot nappy long hair that he drug around him everywhere he went and the 
Bible said that was the source of his strength. But Samson was more than just long hair 
and strength, the Bible says he had a Nazirite vow upon his life. Now, he wasn't a 
Nazarene like Jesus of Nazareth, Nazirite was a specific calling of God and here were the
three vows: not to drink anything of an alcoholic nature; not to consume any food from a 
deceased unclean animal; and number 3, never to shave your head or to cut your hair. 
Well, as you study the life of Samson, you discover that he comes across a young lady 
who he wants to date and eventually marry, the only problem is she lives on the other 
side of a vineyard which contains that which ultimately becomes alcoholic in nature. The 
Bible says that he passes through. Now, it doesn't give us specifics whether he consumed 
or not but we do know that according to 1 Thessalonians 5, have no appearance of evil, 
he was in a place he shouldn't have ever been in the first place. So vow 1, compromised. 

On the way back from visiting this young lady, there is the carcass of a lion that he killed 
with his own bare hands on the way. Some bees have made their way and they have 
created a honeycomb. He takes of the honey, gives of himself, gives to his parents and 
thus violates or compromises vow 2. There are only three things God said that you need 
to be apart of and two of them have been broken. Samson is a lot like Pharaoh. He's 
batting 1,000, right? "God said if I did this, it would go bad. Well, things are still going 
okay so I must be alright."

Then he meets a woman by the name of Delilah. I'm sure you know the story well. She 
begged him, she pleaded with him night after night, "What's the source of your strength?"
And everything he told her, she actually did. You know the definition of insanity is doing
the same thing over and over and expecting different results, well, every night Samson 
tells her to do something and she does it until finally the Bible records in Judges 16 that 
she nagged him to the point of death where he said, "I would rather die than have this 
conversation one more time." He said, "Cut my hair off. I'll lose my strength." The next 
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morning the Philistines come upon Samson. One of the saddest verses in all the Bible 
when Samson it says that he did not know that the power of God had been removed from 
him.

Now, I want you to notice a pattern with those three stories. Every one of them, there was
a point with the calling of God, the commandment of God, or whatever it was of God, 
there was a death involved. Esau had a God-given birthright that ceased to be anymore. 
Pharaoh no longer had a choice or an opportunity. And Samson found himself without 
the power and the strength of God on his life. Now they all reacted different ways. Esau 
cried. Pharaoh yelled. Samson just hung his head. The pattern that we see is that all of 
them experienced a death in their life that what God had called them in life was no longer
an active part of their life. 

But there's a more important pattern that I want you to see. Now, for those of you who 
have mathematical backgrounds and engineering backgrounds and scientific 
backgrounds, I need your help at this point. I want you to see with me the obvious 
mathematical pattern of those three stories. In the first story with Esau, how many exit 
ramps did he get? One. With Pharaoh, even though there were 10 plagues, he got five 
because it was on the sixth one that God said, "I'm hardening your heart. It's over." 
Samson, three. What's the mathematical pattern? It starts with 1, it goes to 5, it backs up 
to 3. Some of you are crunching numbers right now. Let me help you out: there is no 
pattern. That's the pattern. The pattern is there is no pattern because what happens with 
our humanity is we always think we're going to get one more opportunity. We look back 
and you know that Esau, you know what he was thinking was, "If I just had a second 
chance." You know Pharaoh was saying, "If I just had a sixth chance." You know that 
Samson was thinking, "If there were just four vows on my life." 

Is not that the way that we as humanity respond so oftentimes to the things of God? We 
know what God has called us to or we know what God has called us away from and we 
say, "I'm not interested right now, in fact, let me wait until next week or next month or 
next season or until the kids are out of the house or until my bank account has enough 
money, then I'll do what you've called me to do." And we find ourselves in the position of
Esau and Pharaoh and Samson and others, we realize we've passed our last exit ramp and 
there is no more opportunity.

So what's the call to action? How do we respond to this in light of this what can be a 
challenging difficult passage that I think also gives us comfort? I think the first thing we 
need to do is we need to have a call to recognition. Here's what I mean by that. We need 
to recognize that every single one of us, every one of us today at some point, some level, 
every one of us God has given an exit ramp to today. Now, your exit ramp can be one of 
two things. Either A. he's calling you to something: he's calling you to serve, he's calling 
you to give, he's calling you to be a part, he's calling you to reach out, he's calling you to 
befriend, he's calling you to fill-in-the-blank, and he's been doing this in your life and 
maybe today is the first exit ramp but maybe he's been speaking that into your life for 
weeks and months and for some of you even years and decades and you keep putting it 
off. You say, "Well, I'll go when it's convenient. I'll give when there's enough. I'll serve 
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when there is time." You know, it's interesting that when we say we'll do it when there's 
enough time, there's never enough time. We say we'll give when we have enough, there's 
never enough. And we'll go when it's convenient, and it's never convenient. And we fall 
into this trap of saying, "Well, whatever God has called me to, that exit ramp is always 
going to be there." 

But then there's the opposite one, maybe God is calling you away from something. 
Maybe you're looking at things you have no business looking at. Maybe you're going 
places you have no business going. Maybe you're involved in things that you know are 
against the things of God. And you're just like Pharaoh, you're in rebellion. You're going 
against the things of God and so far it's gone okay. You haven't had too bad, in fact, your 
a lot like the plague of the frogs. And by the way, this is the plague that really grosses me
out. Now, of all the plagues, now, none of them are good but the frog one, I don't know 
what it is but, you know, there are flies and there are gnats and there are boils but the frog
one just kind of creeps me out and here's why: those little bitty guys can make more noise
out of a little bitty animal than anything I've ever seen in my life. They're sticky. They're 
slimy and when you touch them they do something to you. Y'all know what I'm talking 
about if you've ever spent time in the wood. Those little guys are creepy. The Bible says 
that the frogs were in his home, the frogs were in his bed. That would have been enough 
for me, by the way, I'm just here to tell you. The frogs were everywhere. Moses comes up
to him and says, "Hey, you want to get rid of these frogs?" He said, "Oh man, I'd love to 
get rid of the frogs." He says, "When do you want rid of them?" Anybody remember the 
answer? He says, "Tomorrow." One more night with the frogs. Isn't that oftentimes how 
we respond to God? "I want just one more trip. I want one more opportunity. I want one 
more season of rebellion. I want one more of this, one more of that because so far, phew, 
I'm kinda like a cat, I've landed on my feet every time." But we don't know when we've 
crossed the last exit ramp because mathematically speaking, there is no pattern.

We can cry about it, we can yell about it, we can hang our heads but it doesn't change 
anything so we need to recognize that whatever it is that God has called us to or called us 
away from, today is the day to deal with it. Not tomorrow. Not next week. Not next 
month. But today. Then we need to repent. Now, I know that's a big formal theological 
word but let me just kind of break down the word "repentance" for you. It literally means 
"to change directions." Now, imagine that you're on the Interstate, imagine that you're 
going northbound and there is an exit. It doesn't matter the number of the exit or the 
location of the exit, the moment that you take that exit ramp, you have changed directions
and that is the call to action. If God has called you to go, go. If he's called you to give, 
give. If he's called you to serve, serve. If he's called you to love, love. If he's called you to
whatever it is and you're putting it back and saying, "Well, when it's convenient or when I
have time," today he's giving you the exit ramp, take advantage of it. You're not 
guaranteed another one. On the other side of the equation, maybe you're messing with 
stuff you have no business messing with and you're thinking, "I'm bulletproof. I'm going 
to be okay. It's not going to hurt me. It hasn't so far." But eventually just like the people 
that were illustrated in the Old Testament, you run out of exit ramps. 
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So the call to action today is pretty simple. What is it that God has either called you to or 
away from. Whatever that exit ramp is, take it because he's extending his grace by 
offering it. Now, I know what some of you are thinking, "Well, if he doesn't offer me 
another one and another one and another one, then it shows that he's not very good, he's 
not very gracious." I've got news for you: all God has to do to be considered a loving, 
merciful, gracious God is to give you one shot. That's it. Yet we live in a culture, we live 
in a generation today that everybody gets a trophy, everybody's a winner, and if I yell 
about it loud enough they'll make me a winner even if I'm not a winner. God doesn't play 
by those rules. God said, "Esau, one shot. Pharaoh, you get five shots. Samson, three." 
You? Some of you are on opportunity 1,295 and you've been telling God no for a very 
long time. Wouldn't this be a good day to tell him yes?

Let's pray with our heads bowed and our eyes closed. You know, maybe today you're that
person that as we discuss the things of the word of God, as you've heard the name of 
Jesus, maybe you're that person today that you've been traveling down the highway of 
life, you've never asked Jesus to save you, you've never asked him to forgive you, you've 
never taken the eternal exit ramp, today would be a great opportunity. In fact, let me just 
encourage you if that's the position you find yourself in today, you don't have to say 
anything out loud, you don't even have to repeat the words that I will model for you, but 
you just need to have a conversation with God and I don't know what your exact words 
may be but they might sound a little something like this, "God, today I recognize that I'm 
on the wrong road. I'm in rebellion against you. I have sinned against you. And I believe 
that Jesus has given me an exit ramp. I believe that Jesus is offering me forgiveness. I 
believe that Jesus is offering me salvation. So, God, today I want to take that exit ramp. I 
come today declaring I believe that I'm the problem and that Jesus is the answer. Lord, I 
believe I can't earn it, I can't purchase it and I'll never deserve it, but it's a free gift that 
you've offered unto me. And so today, though I don't know a whole lot of answers to a lot
of things, I do know that Jesus is the answer to my sin problem so I'm asking you to 
forgive me. I'm asking you to save me not based on my own merit but on Jesus Christ 
alone. In the best way I know how, I just want to turn my life over to you."

With our heads still bowed and our eyes still closed, maybe that's who you are today. 
Maybe today is the day that you take the eternal spiritual exit ramp and rather than living 
life on your own or by yourself, you live it by the direction of Jesus Christ. I want to 
encourage you in just a moment after I pray just to step out, step forward. We'd love the 
opportunity to pray with you and encourage you. Maybe you've made that decision and 
maybe the exit ramp that you put off for possibly years is public baptism, or maybe it's a 
church membership, or maybe it has nothing at all to do with stepping out and stepping 
forward in this context. Maybe it's confession, maybe it's seeking forgiveness, maybe it's 
restoring, maybe it's saying a kind word. I don't know what the Lord has been working in 
your life but I do know that today he's giving you an exit ramp. Take advantage of it.

Lord, as we come to this time of invitation, God, I pray it would be more than just a time 
of standing and singing and walking around, but in the heavenlies, in the spiritual realm,
it would be earthshaking, it would be heaven shaking as we make that decision to take 
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the ramp, take the exit, take the opportunity that you by grace have given us. Help us, O 
God, this day. It is in the name of Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.

I'm going to ask you to stand with me as our team leads us. Whatever decision, we'll be 
here at the front.
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