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We honor the Lord now by reading from his holy word. We read from it as it is recorded 
in John's narrative of the Gospel. We're going to read the last part of 13 and the first part 
of chapter 14. The thirteenth chapter begins with Jesus washing the feet of the disciples 
and then together they celebrate the Passover feast in the midst of which he identifies 
Judas as the one who would betray him. Judas is then excused and at the end of that 
Passover feast, Jesus institutes his supper that he asked that they do in remembrance of 
him. So verse 30,

30 He then having received the sop went immediately out: and it was 
night. 31 Therefore, when he was gone out, Jesus said, Now is the Son of 
man glorified, and God is glorified in him. 32 If God be glorified in him, 
God shall also glorify him in himself, and shall straightway glorify him. 
33 Little children, yet a little while I am with you. Ye shall seek me: and 
as I said unto the Jews, Whither I go, ye cannot come; so now I say to you.
34 A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I 
have loved you, that ye also love one another. 35 By this shall all men 
know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another. 36 Simon 
Peter said unto him, Lord, whither goest thou? Jesus answered him, 
Whither I go, thou canst not follow me now; but thou shalt follow me 
afterwards. 37 Peter said unto him, Lord, why cannot I follow thee now? I 
will lay down my life for thy sake. 38 Jesus answered him, Wilt thou lay 
down thy life for my sake? Verily, verily, I say unto thee, The cock shall 
not crow, till thou hast denied me thrice. 

1 Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me. 2 
In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have 
told you. I go to prepare a place for you. 3 And if I go and prepare a place 
for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, 
there ye may be also. 4 And whither I go ye know, and the way ye know. 5
Thomas saith unto him, Lord, we know not whither thou goest; and how 
can we know the way? 6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and 
the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me. 7 If ye had known me,
ye should have known my Father also: and from henceforth ye know him, 
and have seen him. 
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We stop in our reading of the word of God at that point. 

The text that we have together this morning is that which is found in the very first part of 
verse 6, John 14:6, "Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life." It's 
obvious that when Jesus said in verse 33 of chapter 16, "Ye shall seek me, yet a little 
while I am with you," implying that then he would go, "and ye shall seek me and just as I 
said to the Jews so I now say to you, you won't be able to find me." Then he gives what 
he says in verses 34 and 35, but Peter doesn't forget what he said in 33 and he makes this 
bold declaration, "Wherever you go, I'm going to go too." Then Jesus tells Peter, "No, 
before the cock crows, you're going to deny me three times." But then he comforts them 
in these very beautiful and familiar words that begin chapter 14, flow from what he has 
just said and what they have just experienced because the place where he's going to go he
now identifies as his Father's house and where he will be. I want you to notice that. 

In verse 2 he says, "In my Father's house," but in verse 3, "I will receive you unto 
myself." So the "Father's house" is equal to "myself," and Jesus is going to say that in the 
prayer that's going to conclude this speech, chapter 14, 15, 16, then in 17 he's going to 
conclude that prayer with this request, "Father, I will also that they also that thou hast 
given me be with me where I am." Why? "That they may behold my glory, the glory that 
thou hast given me. Thou didst give them to me, I want them to be with me where I am in
order to be able to see the glory that thou didst give me." What's the glory? "That thou 
lovedst me before the foundation of the world." The glory of Jesus in heaven is that he 
was always loved of the Father. That was for him the greatest glory and he wants those 
whom the Father give to him to see that and to be with him. That's his Father's house. "I 
want them to be, I want to receive them unto myself." So then he concludes that with 
verse 4, "whither I go ye know, and the way ye know." Thomas then says, "we know not 
whither thou goest. And if we don't know where you're going, then how can we know the 
way?" And that's when Jesus gives this beautiful answer, "I am the way, the truth, and the
life." Some of the most profound things that Jesus said are the simplest, and as one 
matures in faith, those simple words become increasingly beautiful. "The Lord is my 
shepherd. The Lord is my light. I am the way." We want to consider what that means. We
want to consider the reason for that truth and that's found in, "I am also the truth and the 
life." Then we want to consider the experience. The meaning, the reason and the 
experience. 

"We don't know where you're going," Thomas said, "so how can we know the way?" 
Where he's going. The disciples had faith but their faith was like ours, not always strong. 
Often it was little faith. Jesus had just said it, I mean, we all, even the children here, can 
say, "Well, Jesus just said where he was going to go. I'm going to go to my Father's 
house." And even children don't have to know very much to be able to know that the  
Father's house is what? It's heaven. "I'm going to go to heaven." When Jesus describes 
that, that end of his way as the Father's house and then adds, "to be with me," he is giving
to us in language that the youngest in faith can grasp. God wants fathers, we saw that last 
week, to truly be the leaders and the heads in the home so that where the children live is 
their father's house, their mother's house. To call heaven our Father's house is a way of 
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describing heaven from the viewpoint of relationship and that's the essence and the heart 
of heaven and it helps to get rid of these ideas that the Scriptures also use that focus on 
the appearance, what it will be like, or better, what it will look like, but what it looks like 
is really efforts of the Scripture to help us who are so earthly to be able to understand 
what it is like. But this is better. This is better than saying the streets of gold or pearly 
gates or foundations that are built on 12 different stones. This is better because this 
describes more the essence of heaven. It's where children gather with one who loves 
them; who has generated them; who is of their flesh and blood; who cares for them.

Is that the kind of fathers we are? Is that the kind of fathers we strive to be? The tender 
love a father has for all his children? We know how to roughhouse, we know how to be 
tough, do our children know what our Father wants us to know? Do we as fathers 
exemplify that kind of nurturing? Mothers do. That's not ours? Oh yes, it is because that's
the way we know him, that's the way he wants us to know him. And it doesn't mean he 
has to talk a lot but he has to exemplify and show a tenderness, a nurturing, a caring, a 
protecting, a providing. Jesus tells us with these words that that's the beauty of heaven. 

Now, remember heaven is a creation. Heaven is a creation, a part of the creation. The 
omnipresent God is everywhere, is pleased to create in a part of his creation a place into 
which he will gather the souls of those that he gave to his Son from before the foundation
of the world when they die, ables soul, his body and his blood lay in the ground and cry 
to God but his soul was carried back to the Father who gave it, into a place because we 
are not omnipresent And again, just go back to your essentials of Reformed doctrine, the 
attributes of God are divided between those that are communicated in a creaturely way to 
his people and to those that are incommunicable, not communicated. Omnipresence, a 
part of infinity, is one of the incommunicable attributes of God. We are always present 
but only in one place at one time. When we die, our body is only in one place at one time 
and our soul is only in one place at one time, so the omnipresent God everywhere created 
a place where he would reveal himself in this sort of an intimate way. And again, the 
beauty, the powerful, intimate, familiar beauty of heaven is something that we can only 
grasp by faith, with the power of our faith, going through the word, take a hold of it but 
otherwise we can't because it's just absolutely so beautiful, it's so beyond us who can only
know things now through a body that is of the dust, so it's of the earth. So our soul now 
is, if you will, incapable of going beyond except through faith, and our faith is always 
weak, because the body is tied to the earth. We know earthly things, we know gold, we 
know silver, we know earthly relationships, but God says, "Now you've got to go beyond 
that. Even though your faith is weak, go beyond that which is familiar and earthly 
because I have another part of my creation where I am and where the Lord Jesus then 
ascended." That place that he created where the souls are is identified as the throne of 
God. Remember, God is everywhere but he makes known himself as a throne but also in 
this passage as a Father, a Father's house.

And he then makes us focus on this. Now, while Jesus in John 17 says, "I want them to 
be able to behold my glory," he does that because the glory that is God's is going to be 
centered on Jesus because God is invisible even to the souls in heaven and even after the 
resurrection and in the new heavens and the new earth are united together in all of their 
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beauty and glory, then God is still invisible. He's a spirit. But Jesus will be there and in 
the face of Jesus we'll see that invisible God. But the glory of Christ, that's the center of 
heaven.

Now, the psalmist says but even Jesus is going to bow to God that God may be all in all,  
and so now in one of the most familiar Psalter numbers, one of the most familiar Psalter 
numbers, 203, we sing a versification of Psalm 73 and, again, I don't know why it took 
me so long to know it and appreciate it because there is that line, "Whom have I in 
heaven?" My mother? Her father? Your dad? Your children? No. No. Heaven is better 
than that. It's even better than that. "Whom have I, Lord, in heaven but thee to whom my 
heart aspires, and having thee, what is there on earth that I could yet desire?" Heaven is 
intimacy with God; the Triune God whose life is within himself, he shares with his 
children. We can only begin, I don't have the words to take a hold of that concept. Now, 
Jesus says, "That's where I'm going to go. Whither I go you can't go now, you will but not
now. You will. And the way, the way to heaven, the way to my Father's house, the way to
where I will be, is me. I am the way."

When he talked about himself as the Good Shepherd in John 10, then he said in verse 7, 
"I am the door. I am the way." Here by calling himself "the way," he identifies and gives 
to Christianity a name. In Acts 24:14, Christianity is called "the way." Then in John 18 
and again in John 16, it's "the way of the Lord or the way of God." It's the way of 
salvation. Now, why? Why is it that Jesus has to be the way to heaven? Now, I think all 
of us understand it and get it but let's explain it and let's try to do it very clearly and 
simply. All of you know that in the center of the first paradise of God there was the tree 
of life. Now, when man, Adam, and we through Adam, willingly chose to do our way and
eat what we wanted to eat and not let him tell us what we may or may not do, then what 
God did is set cherubim with a sword, a flaming sword turning every way, and here's the 
language of the last verse of Genesis 3, "to keep the way to the tree of life." God blocked,
God barred for Adam, Eve, their children, until the time of the flood, all of the residents 
of the earth, he barred the way to that tree of life. It was closed to sinners and that's a 
picture of heaven being closed to sinners.

We need to find a way. Cain tried. Cain's way was, "Take the fruit of my hands. That's 
the way. Why isn't God pleased with what I do?" Abel, having learned from his parents 
how God covered them and their nakedness and their awareness of their sinfulness with 
the coats of animals that were sacrificed, Abel became a shepherd because he wanted to 
have sacrifices. He didn't give the fruit of his hands. He knew the way was by means of 
the death, not of good works, but the death of something that didn't deserve to die, but  
died because sin earns death. And Jesus says, "I'm the way. I am the way to heaven. In 
the way of my death, heaven's gates are going to be opened. In the way of my death, the 
cherubim with the flaming sword is going to be set aside and a way will be opened to the 
tree of life, the bread of life, the water of life through me."

Now we know that that was in the way of his death where he died our death, and in his 
resurrection to life, that he opened the way to heaven. Now, that is explained with those 
words that follow, "I am the way because," that's the idea, "because I am the truth and the
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life." Truth is when there is perfect harmony between a display or manifestation of 
something and the reality. The devil always distorts. He always lies. He doesn't usually 
call white black. He likes to go in between. Just like rat poison, most of what the devil 
says, well, rat poison, 99% truth, 99% good grain, just a small percentage of poison. 
That's the way the devil works. That's why he's a liar. His name means "deceiver." And 
he deceived and he lied about God. He doesn't want you to be like him. "Come on, do 
your own thing. Be like God. Don't let him limit you. Don't let him tell you what to do." 

Jesus says, "I am the way because I am truth. First, I am truth because I am the perfect, 
the express image of the Father." That's why when you go to heaven, all you have to do is
see Jesus in order to see God. Jesus is the perfect image, the perfect manifestation of the 
Father, Hebrews 1:2. But Jesus is also the truth because he identifies correctly sin. The 
devil distorts, Jesus tells the truth. Jesus says, "I will tell you what God says is wrong and
your calling is to agree with what God says is wrong, and I will tell you what God says is 
right and your calling is to agree with what God says is right. Truth is when your 
thoughts harmonize with God's thoughts. Your emotions harmonize with God's emotions.
Your will with God's will. Your conscience with his knowledge. That's truth. I will teach 
you that." 

And he does that and he begins to do that by telling us, "Do you want to know the 
horrible nature of sin? Look at my cross. Look at my sweat. Watch me be contradicted by
sinners and watch how I respond. I will teach you about the horrible nature of sin. Listen 
to my agonizing cry out of the midst of the darkness, 'My God, my God, why hast thou 
forsaken me?' See my life of hells." And that's the way that you will come to a correct 
understanding of the nature of your sinfulness and your sins. Then you will no longer ask,
"What's wrong with it?" Then you will have a right grasp. "I am the truth and that's why I
show you and am able to show you the way."

"And I am the life. I am the way because I am the truth and I am the life." And life isn't 
just the ability to move so if something moves, it's alive, subject to activity, but this is 
life. Now, this is harder to get but Jesus began his prayer in John 17 with a definition and 
a description of life. Life is to know not about, but to know God. To know him. To know 
him through Jesus whom he has sent. Life is to know God. When I read that verse, John 
17:3, then I ask myself, I'm always inclined to say, "Do I know God?" "This is eternal 
life, to know God and Jesus Christ whom he has sent." What is life? It's to know God.

You know, we think of the Father's house and that becomes something most desirable. 
That's where there is that intimate fellowship and relationship. That's where we sup with 
him and he with us. But that life is to know God. In the Trinity, the three persons know 
each other. They commune with each other. They love each other and always always a 
part of love, a part of knowledge and knowing God, is to love him. I know him. Adam 
knew Eve and she conceived. A right, beautiful, proper description of intercourse is to 
know and love. Adam knew. God said, "This is life, know me. First you learn about me 
but then you pray, 'May that which I know about him become an intimate awareness, not 
first of what I have for him but I want to have an intimate awareness of what he says is 
his relationship to me.'"
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Jesus says, "I am life. I have a life that they couldn't take. I gave it and I gave it because I 
know and love and obey my Father in heaven. And when I gave it, they didn't take it 
from me, they didn't take my life, I commended my spirit to the Father who gave it, and 
when I did, then I didn't lose it so that he raised me, but I arose." We eat and drink in the 
picture of his death but we don't say he's still dead. We partake of his death because his 
death is the food that nourishes. The knowledge of the kind of death that he died serves 
just as earthly food to nourish life physically so the knowledge of his death and the nature
of that death nourishes spiritual life. 

He tells us the truth about sin. Do you want to see how horrible sin is? Nothing less than 
the Son of God could take care of it and endure the hells. That's what that death is. That's 
the truth about sin, but it's also the truth about life and he gives that life so that you are 
able by faith to know him. Not perfectly. We want more but not perfectly. We forget and 
we need to be reminded and we need to relearn so we have it frequently and we come to 
the preaching every week in order to relearn, to keep our mind on that focus, to keep our 
attention, an exercise of faith on him who is our all because we want to know what he 
thinks of us. This doesn't tell us what we think of him, that's secondary, it's there, it's 
implied by our partaking, but we want to know what he thinks of us. That's the 
knowledge of God and that's why the Lord is my shepherd, and heaven is my Father's 
house, and God is my help and my shield, and God is my rock, and God is my high 
tower, and God is my defense, and God is my all, tells us of his relationship to us.

He is the way because he is the truth and he is the life. I want you to notice that Jesus 
said, "I am the way," I am not a way. There is only one way. Or as Peter said it in Acts 
4:12, "There is none other name given among men whereby man can be saved." Just in 
the name of Jesus. The experience of this truth that he is the way is a gift. It's a gift that 
God himself by his Spirit works in those that he has drawn out of death into life, and out 
of the lie into the knowledge of the truth, but the experience is in those who exercise that 
faith that takes a hold of that truth and that life.

There are all kinds of reasons why people, even believers, die, but one of the reasons is to
show us the weakness of the life here that we might appreciate the life to come. That's the
reason for sickness. That's the reason for illness. That's the reasons for sorrow. There is 
joy, there is life, there is freedom from every cross. 

Faith. Last weekend inn the Lord's supper form we have to strive always against the 
weakness of our faith, but faith takes a hold of this truth and says, "He lives. He died but 
he lives. And I might be in a body that's dying but I live. I live, yet not I but Christ lives 
in me." 

Believe. To walk the way is to believe. Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be
saved. Don't do anything, don't have to do anything, just believe. Exercise the faith that 
he has given to you already.
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That's the way that he prepares the place. He's not a carpenter who is busy up there but he
goes to God's right hand and he controls everything in our life, and our understanding of 
those words, "I go to prepare a place for you," means this, "I go there in order that having
all power in heaven and on earth, I control your life, and I am at work because there is a 
place there from eternity determined and right now you don't fit there. I have to refine 
you. It hurts. I have to shape you. It hurts. But from that position of all power, I work and
I prepare you for the place. I give you life. I make you so precious that no matter what the
fire, you cannot be destroyed. I live and you live." Live and be nurtured with his life. 
Amen.

Let us pray.

Our Father, bless this word, these words of our Savior to us. Impress them upon us. 
Teach us that we may truly learn and look up and see the way to thee. For Jesus' sake. 
Amen.
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