
SERMON OUTLINE 
 
In Psalm 89 we are taught 4 truths about the Davidic Covenant. 
 
I. The Davidic Covenant reveals God’s eternal steadfast love and faithfulness. 
 
 A. Praises from the congregation (vs. 1-2). 
 
 B. Promises from the Covenant Maker 

(vs. 3-4). 
 
II. *The Davidic Covenant includes a Throne behind the throne. 
 
 A. Yahweh’s majesty (vs. 5-8). 
 
 B. Yahweh’s mastery (vs. 9-13). 
 
 C. Yahweh’s moral grandeur (vs.14-18). 
 
III. The Davidic Covenant has an earthly king. 
 

A. God chooses David, which demonstrates his sovereignty (vs 19-21). 
 

B. God champions David, which demonstrates His power (vs. 22-27). 
 

C. God covers David, which demonstrates His faithfulness (vs. 28-37). 
 
 
IV. The Davidic Covenant requires faith in Yahweh and His promises. 
 

A. But now have you renounced your covenant and rejected your king (vs. 38-45)? 
 
B. How long will you hide from us (vs. 46-48)? 
 
C. Where is your promised steadfast love and faithfulness (vs. 49-51)? 

 
 
 
*I have borrowed point II in this outline from: Derrick Kidner, Psalms 73-150 (Downers Grove: 
IVP Academic, 1975, reprinted 2008), 352-4. 
  



BIBLE DISCUSSION GROUP STUDY QUESTIONS 
 

In preparation for Sunday, November 27, 2016                          Passage: Psalm 89:1-18 

Memory Passage: Psalm 89:1-4 

 
DAY 1 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE 
(a) Read Psalm 89:1-52. We will spend the next three weeks in this Psalm, beginning with vs. 1-18 this week. But today 
we will fly over the entire Psalm to gain a broad overview. I have divided it into three sections: vs. 1-18, 19-37, & 38-52. 
Provide a title for each section and summarize the main point of each section in one or two sentences. 

(b) What causes the change in the psalmist’s confidence in Yahweh’s chesed beginning in v. 38? 

DAY 2 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE 
(a) Read Psalm 89:1-18. “Steadfast love” is the ESV’s translation of chesed. In vs. 1 & 49 it is plural in the Hebrew 
while in vs. 2, 14, 24, 28, & 33 it is singular. Why do you think the psalmist chose the plural for chesed’s first and last 
occurrence? 

(b) Read 2 Sam. 7:1-17 and write a one-paragraph summary of what you learn about David, Solomon and the future 
King.  

(c) Verses 2-4 are the psalmist’s summary of the main points of 2 Samuel 7:1-17. What foundations are presented in vs. 
2-4 that support the confidence for what the psalmist “sings,” “makes known,” (v. 1) and “says” (v. 2)? 

DAY 3 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE  
(a) Read Psalm 89:1-18. Who are the “holy ones” who appear in the “assembly” and “council” (vs. 5, 7)? 

(b) Who are the “heavenly beings” (lit. “sons of God/might”) in v. 6? Are they different beings than the “holy ones?” 

(c) How do the questions in vs. 6-8 relate to the statement in v. 5 (notice v. 6 begins with “for,” which reveals a 
connection)? 

(d) How does Yahweh’s “faithfulness” which surrounds Him reveal the fact that He is “mighty” (v. 8)? 

DAY 4 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE  
(a) Read Psalm 89:1-18. In Scripture, the sea often represents a humanly untamable place of chaos and evil. Rahab 
could refer to Egypt (cf. Ps. 87:4; Is. 30:7; 51:9), or to the mythological sea creature that represents the ideas of evil and 
uncontrollable chaos of the sea (cf. Job 9:13; 26:12). Which interpretation of Rahab better fits our context and why? 

(b) Why does the psalmist use Mts. Tabor and Hermon as examples of creation that praise God’s name? 

(c) Explain the picturesque metaphor found in v. 14 and its function in this section of Psalm 89. 

(d) The psalmist extols God’s incomparable greatness (vs. 5-7) and His might and power as exhibited in His creating and 
ruling the heavens and the earth who both faithfully worship Him as creator (vs. 8-13). How do these attributes and works 
of God inspire you to worship God? How do these attributes and works of God give you strength and confidence in life? 

DAY 5 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE          
(a) Read Psalm 89:1-18. To what does “your throne” refer (v. 14), and how are God’s righteousness, justice, steadfast 
love, and faithfulness related to and important to it? 

(b) Explain each of the four characteristics of blessed people (vs. 15-16). 

(c) Who is the “you” in v. 17, and to whom does “shield” refer in v. 18 (don’t forget how Hebrew parallelism functions!)? 
How does this prepare us for vs. 19-37? 

(d) Examine your own life in light of the 4 characteristics found in vs. 15-16. In what ways does your daily life mirror 
these characteristics? In what ways might you improve upon them? 

(e) How would growing in these areas help you to (1) increase your confidence in God’s faithfulness, love, and power, (2) 
better fight sin, and (3) be a stronger witness to the world around you?  
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