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Message #89              Matthew 25:14-30 

 

As we come to this passage of Scripture, let us keep in our minds that this text is a kingdom text 

aimed at Israel.  Let us state this another way–the servants or slaves are not Christians in the 

Church Age; they are Jews in the Tribulation period.  Although there are some powerful  

applications we may make, we must not lose sight of this reality.  Also the difference between 

the parable of the talents and the parable of the virgins is the emphasis.  The emphasis of the 

parable of the virgins is that of watching for the King to return.  The emphasis of the parable of 

the talents is that of serving until the King does return.  W. H. Griffith Thomas said the first 

parable is about watching, the second is about working. 

 

THOSE WHO MAKE USE OF GOD’S ENTRUSTMENTS, TO THEM WILL BE 

HIGHLY  REWARDED  WHEN THEY FACE JESUS CHRIST; BUT THOSE WHO DO 

NOT WILL  LOSE  WHEN THEY FACE HIM. 

 

God entrusts different things to different people.  One may use those entrustments for God’s 

glory or one may waste those entrustments on self and do nothing for God.  There will come a 

day in which full, accurate compensation will be given. 

 

Now verse 14 sets the stage–kingdom judgment will be just like an owner leaving for a while 

and entrusting his possession to his slaves.  He is gone for a time and then comes back and calls 

those slaves to accountability. 

 

I want us to carefully notice that the owner’s possessions have been entrusted to the slaves.  The 

owner has made the determination to entrust his slaves with his possessions.  It is the slave’s job 

to take good care of the various entrustments. 

 

One other thing we want to note–a “talent” was a considerable sum of money (25:18, 27).  A 

talent weighed from 58-80 pounds.  A silver talent was worth about $2000 and a gold talent was 

worth about $30,000.  Keep in mind that the average wage of a day was about 16 cents, and this 

was not a small entrustment.  In today’s economy the entrustments would be worth millions.  

The value of a Jew who lives through the Tribulation, who knows the King is coming, will be 

astronomical and incalculable. 

 

ENTRUSTMENT #1 – The  five  talent entrustment.  25:15a, 16 

 

The one given five talents immediately went to work on increasing his talents and he turned them 

into ten. 

 

ENTRUSTMENT #2 – The  two  talent entrustment.  25:15b, 17 

 

The one given two talents immediately went to work on increasing his talents and he turned them 

into two. 
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ENTRUSTMENT #3 – The  one  talent entrustment.  25:15c, 18 

 

The one given one talent immediately dug a hole and hid it.  Here is why.  He did not really 

believe the owner would come back and he wanted to keep the talent for himself.  As Dr. 

Walvoord said, if the servant had “actually believed” what he had said, he would have been 

diligent to invest and make something of what he had been given (p. 198).  Dr. Walvoord goes 

on to say, “The one-talent man did not believe that it was sure his lord was coming back”  

(p. 199).  The issue for this man was lack of faith.  In other words, this man did not believe–he 

was an unbeliever.  Specifically, a Jewish unbeliever living in the Tribulation with the  

responsibility of communicating the kingdom message. 

 

SETTLED ACCOUNT #1 – The  five  talent account settlement.  25:20-21 

 

(Reward #1) - Verbal  commendation  - “Well done good and faithful slave or servant.” 

(Reward #2) - Management  promotion  - Put in charge of many things. 

(Reward #3) - Joyful kingdom  entrance  and  existence . 

 

SETTLED ACCOUNT #2 – The  two  talent account settlement.  25:22-23 

 

(Reward #1) - Verbal  commendation  - “Well done good and faithful slave or servant.” 

(Reward #2) - Management  promotion  - Put in charge of many things. 

(Reward #3) - Joyful kingdom  entrance  and  existence . 

 

SETTLED ACCOUNT #3 – The  one  talent account settlement.  25:24-30 

 

(Response #1) - The response  of  the servant  to  the master.  25:24-25 

 

Excuse #1 - I knew you were a  hard  man who reaps in every way.  25:24 

This is a great indictment against the man because had he done anything, he would have 

succeeded because that is the way it always works for this master. 

 

Excuse #2 - I was  afraid  so I didn’t do anything.  25:25 

If he were truly afraid of the master with a good healthy fear, he would have done what the 

others did–invested his talent. 

 

(Response #2) - The response  of  the master  to  the servant.  25:26-30 

 

Judgmental Rebuke #1 - The servant is a wicked, lazy and  worthless  servant.  25:30. 

Judgmental Rebuke #2 - The servant should have  invested  the master’s money.  25:27 

Judgmental Rebuke #3 - Take away  any  entrustment from the wicked slave and give it to the  

                                             faithful slave.  25:28-29 

This is a special reward for those faithful–notice to “everyone” (v. 29).  Every faithful person 

will be compensated at a higher level than the faithful service. 

Judgmental Rebuke #4 - Cast the wicked servant into  eternal  condemnation.  25:30 
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PARTING THOUGHTS: 

 

1. Every one of us will give an account of ourselves to Jesus Christ. 

2. With whatever God has given to us, we need to be faithful. 

3. We will be held accountable for whatever God has entrusted to us. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


