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37 On the next day, when they came down from the mountain, a large crowd met Him. 38 And a 
man from the crowd shouted, saying, “Teacher, I beg You to look at my son, for he is my only 
boy, 39 and a spirit seizes him, and he suddenly screams, and it throws him into a convulsion with 
foaming at the mouth; and only with difficulty does it leave him, mauling him as it leaves. 40 I 
begged Your disciples to cast it out, and they could not.” 41 And Jesus answered and said, “You 
unbelieving and perverted generation, how long shall I be with you and put up with you? Bring 
your son here.” 42 While he was still approaching, the demon slammed him to the ground and 
threw him into a convulsion. But Jesus rebuked the unclean spirit, and healed the boy and gave 
him back to his father. 43 And they were all amazed at the greatness of God. – Luke 9:37-43 
 
Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift! – 2 Corinthians 9:15 
 
1. We are more perverted and unbelieving than we know (41)! 
 
And Jesus said to him, “‘If You can?’ All things are possible to him who believes.” Immediately 
the boy’s father cried out and said, “I do believe; help my unbelief.” – Mark 9:23-24 
 
Then the disciples came to Jesus privately and said, “Why could we not drive it out?” And He 
*said to them, “Because of the littleness of your faith; for truly I say to you, if you have faith the 
size of a mustard seed, you will say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ and it will 
move; and nothing will be impossible to you. – Matthew 17:19-20 
 
When He came into the house, His disciples began questioning Him privately, “Why could we 
not drive it out?” And He said to them, “This kind cannot come out by anything but prayer.” – 
Mark 9:28-29 
 
Romans 7:21-25 
 
2. The provision of good and protection from evil is more than we know! (39, 42) 

 
We know that no one who is born of God sins; but He who was born of God keeps him, and the 
evil one does not touch him. We know that we are of God, and that the whole world lies in the 
power of the evil one. And we know that the Son of God has come, and has given us under-
standing so that we may know Him who is true; and we are in Him who is true, in His Son Jesus 
Christ. This is the true God and eternal life. Little children, guard yourselves from idols. – 1 John 
5:18-21 
 
3. The heart of God toward undeserving sinners in His provision and protection is more 

than we know! (41, 42, 43) 
 



Oh give thanks to the LORD, for He is good, For His lovingkindness is everlasting. Let the 
redeemed of the LORD say so, Whom He has redeemed from the hand of the adversary And 
gathered from the lands, From the east and from the west, From the north and from the south. 
They wandered in the wilderness in a desert region; They did not find a way to an inhabited city. 
They were hungry and thirsty; Their soul fainted within them. Then they cried out to the LORD in 
their trouble; He delivered them out of their distresses. He led them also by a straight way, To go 
to an inhabited city. Let them give thanks to the LORD for His lovingkindness, And for His 
wonders to the sons of men! For He has satisfied the thirsty soul, And the hungry soul He has 
filled with what is good. – Psalm 107:1-9 
 
Psalm 100:1-5 
 
4. We would be more thankful if we saw our unworthiness, the great grace shown to us in 

all that we receive or don’t receive and the great heart of love behind it all. (41, 43) 
 

Rejoice always; pray without ceasing; in everything give thanks; for this is God’s will for you in 
Christ Jesus. – 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 
 
5. Christmas: Jesus came to destroy the works of the devil. (39, 40, 42) 
 
When they came to the crowd, a man came up to Jesus, falling on his knees before Him and 
saying, “Lord, have mercy on my son, for he is a lunatic and is very ill; for he often falls into the 
fire and often into the water. I brought him to Your disciples, and they could not cure him.” – 
Matthew 17:14-16 
 
And one of the crowd answered Him, “Teacher, I brought You my son, possessed with a spirit 
which makes him mute; and whenever it seizes him, it slams him to the ground and he foams at 
the mouth, and grinds his teeth and stiffens out. I told Your disciples to cast it out, and they could 
not do it.” And He *answered them and *said, “O unbelieving generation, how long shall I be 
with you? How long shall I put up with you? Bring him to Me!” They brought the boy to Him. 
When he saw Him, immediately the spirit threw him into a convulsion, and falling to the ground, 
he began rolling around and foaming at the mouth. And He asked his father, “How long has this 
been happening to him?” And he said, “From childhood. It has often thrown him both into the 
fire and into the water to destroy him. But if You can do anything, take pity on us and help us!” – 
Mark 9:17-22 
 
When Jesus saw that a crowd was rapidly gathering, He rebuked the unclean spirit, saying to it, 
“You deaf and mute spirit, I command you, come out of him and do not enter him again.” After 
crying out and throwing him into terrible convulsions, it came out; and the boy became so much 
like a corpse that most of them said, “He is dead!” But Jesus took him by the hand and raised 
him; and he got up. – Mark 9:25-27 
 
The Son of God appeared for this purpose, to destroy the works of the devil. – 1 John 3:8 
 
 


