
WE SHOULD BE THANKFUL!
LUKE 17:11-19

INTRODUCTION:
This is the time of the year that we focus on the matter of giving thanks. 

Thanksgiving should be a way of life for the child of God!
1 Thessalonians 5:18  In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in
Christ Jesus concerning you. 

Ephesians 5:20–“Giving thanks always for all things unto God and the
Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ;” 

Colossians 4:2–“Continue in prayer, and watch in the same with
thanksgiving” 

I think those of us who are saved by God’s grace both know and understand
that thanksgiving SHOULD NOT just be a one day or even a one month a
year thing, but rather, it SHOULD BE a continual sending up of thanks to
God out of a heart that is truly grateful for the blessings of God!

In our Scripture, ten lepers came to Jesus for a cure—he healed them, but only
one came back to give Him thanks!

That is not a very high percentage- that is one out of ten or only 10%.

THIS IS A REAL LIFE EXAMPLE OF THE WAY THAT MANY PEOPLE
ARE EVEN TODAY!

WHEN TIMES ARE DIFFICULT MANY PEOPLE WANT GOD TO HELP
THEM THROUGH THE DIFFICULT TIMES!  

HOWEVER, WHEN THEY GET WHAT THEY WANT, THEIR ACTIONS
SHOW THAT THEY ARE UNGRATEFUL!

WE LIVE IN SUCH AN UNGRATEFUL GENERATION!  Paul warned that
one of the characteristics of those in the last days would be “unthankful”.
Living in an “unthankful” generation is one of the things that makes our times
perilous times!
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1. Many Children In Our Generation Are So Ungrateful Toward
Their Parents!
Think about the fact that every child that comes into this world is
totally dependent upon his or her parents for their lives.

In the early years of a child, there is a time when even just very short
periods of  neglect could mean death to the child.  (e.g. news accounts)

Most parents sacrifice a lot to see their children grow up!
Raising children takes a lot of love, a lot of time and a lot of money!
And all God’s parents said, “Amen!”

But, as parents age,  many get to a point where they can no longer
adequately care for themselves.  (e.g.  I know our mothers are there!)

And just how are many children showing their appreciation for all their
parents have done? They look at their parents as being a burden and
many are abandoning their parents in their later years to live their last
years unwanted and largely uncared for by their children!

Children should show gratitude to parents!

Honoring our fathers and mothers is something that should be a
continuing part of our lives!

2. Many Of God’s People Are Ungrateful Towards Those Who Have
Been A Spiritual Blessing To Them!
We owe much to those who have been a blessing to us and nurtured us
in the Lord!

Many of our lives have been encouraged and challenged by Pastors,
Sunday School teachers and even by laymen and laywomen in the
congregation!

Think of where your life would be without the influence of godly
people in your life!
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3. Many People Are Ungrateful to God!
In our time of bitter need we cry out to God for help, and then when
things are going good many do not even have the decency to say
thanks before their meals!

Ps.103:2 "Bless the Lord O My Soul, and forget not all His benefits."

Let’s look at some things from this passage that we can be thankful for
in life:

I. WE SHOULD BE THANKFUL FOR THE LOVE OF CHRIST!
There was nothing at all in society that said the Lord had to pay any
attention to these men crying for help!  Society certainly didn’t care for
them!

Though Jesus did not have to care, He did care!  His love was
manifested  toward ten vile, dirty , wretched looking lepers!

The lepers were an unkept people.  Their bodies stank due to the
putrefying sores that would appear all over their bodies. Not only were
people not suppose to touch them, they were also suppose to keep
their distance from these stricken people.

The Pharisees did not prompt Jesus to action.  In their own minds,
the Pharisees thought that they were better than the lepers.

Society did not prompt Jesus to action, because they were in favor of
segregating the lepers and keeping them totally separate. (leper colony)

The Jews did not encourage Jesus to do anything, in addition to
these men being unclean, at least one was a Samaritan!  The Jews
wanted nothing to do with these half-breeds!

What is it that moved the Lord?  Compassion—a heart full of
divine love.
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Jesus cared so much for these stricken men, that He was moved to
help them when they came to Him!

Could you imagine these lepers coming to someone like Stalin or
Hitler and begging the for mercy due to their disease?  They would
have been dragged out of the building and shot or executed in some
fashion almost immediately!

What a wonderful thing the love of the Lord Jesus Christ is!!

I read a story from years ago about a Christian lady who visited a
camp of gypsies.  Gypsies are an outcast people too.  This Christian
lady  found a dying boy in one of the tents. She knelt by his side, and
quoted slowly John 3:16, three times. The dying eyes opened up and
the words feebly came out—"Tell it again."

She read the words again and the feeble voice said, "I never heard that
before. You mean God loves me, a poor gypsy boy? God gave his Son!
Whosoever—that includes me!  I love him for that! Then with his last
voice the young boy whispered, "Tell it to the rest", and he went out
into eternity.

WE SHOULD BE THANKFUL FOR THE LOVE OF CHRIST!
II. WE SHOULD BE THANKFUL FOR THE CLEANSING

POWER OF CHRIST!
These men had a very serious problem–Leprosy.  In the Bible, leprosy
is a type or picture of sin!  
A. Leprosy Was Deadly!

In the days of Christ, only the Lord could do anything with
leprosy!

There was no medicine at all that could touch it!
When a person had the disease they would always die with it!
All efforts to provide a cure were in vain!
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Even if they had possessed a box car load of LYE SOAP they
could not have washed it away!

 It was much like the incurable diseases of our day—there was
no known cure!

Could I tell you this morning that sin is also deadly!
Ezekiel 18:4“The soul that sinneth, it shall die!”
There is no cure for it in anything that man can do!

 
Some people ignore or even deny that they have a problem! 
Denying or ignoring that we have a sin problem doesn’t take
care of the sin problem!   The only thing it does is keep us from
seeking help for our problem!

Some people try attending and even joining a church and
think that will take care of their sin!

Some try to wash away their sin in the baptistry waters, but
that will not work either!  It is Christ’s blood that washes
away sin, not water!

Some try to reverse the effect of sin in their lives by trying
to become a more respectable member of society, but that
doesn’t work either because it doesn’t deal with the root
problem of sin!

Isaiah 64:6–“But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our
righteousnesses are as filthy rags; and we all do fade as a leaf;
and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away.”

Titus 3:5–“Not by works of righteous which we have done, but
according to His mercy He saved us.” 

There was no cure for sin until Jesus came our way!
He took care of every single one of our sins through the cross!
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When we have Jesus in our lives, there is no sin left
unforgiven...Calvary took care of it all!

Sin can be cured, but it takes Christ’s blood to take care of it!

Thank God HE provided the cure for what was otherwise an
incurable problem!

CAN YOU IMAGINE IF YOU HAD AN INCURABLE
DISEASE AND SOMEONE CAME UP WITH A CURE FOR
IT AFTER MANY YEARS?

Don’t you think you’d love to meet with that person and thank
them?!  Don’t you think that you’d be willing to do almost
anything for them!

Well, that is what Jesus did for us!  He provided cleansing for
sin that had defiled and corrupted our lives!

We are cured and clean through what Christ has done for us!

That is something to be thankful for in daily living!!

Leprosy Was Deadly...
B. Leprosy Was Defiling!  

Any person who had this disease was required to wear a
covering over their mouth and cry out "Unclean, Unclean!"   
to those who might be in the vicinity!

They had to be shut outside the camp and could not enjoy time
with others in society!  (Note verse 12: “which stood afar off”

Could I tell you that there was a time when WE were shut out
of the society of heaven!  But those of us who are saved, our
citizenship is now in heaven!

Page 6 of  9



WE SHOULD BE THANKFUL!
LUKE 17:11-19

We have a right to enter in—right now in prayer, and when we
leave this earth we have the right to enter heaven!

Revelation 21:27–“And there shall in no wise enter into it any
thing that defileth, neither whatsoever worketh abomination, or
maketh a lie: but they which are written in the Lamb's book of
life.” 

Look at 1 Corinthians 6:9-11!
Those of us in Christ have been washed! 
Jesus took care of all our defilement when He saved us!

2 Corinthians 5:21–“For he [God] hath made him [Jesus] to be
sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the
righteousness of God in him.” 

These men in Luke’s gospel simply did what Jesus said, and as
they were obedient to what He said, they were healed!

We are healed from OUR SIN when we obey the Gospel!

WE SHOULD BE THANKFUL FOR THE LOVE OF CHRIST...
THE CLEANSING POWER OF CHRIST...

III. WE SHOULD BE THANKFUL FOR CHRIST’S DESIRE FOR
FELLOWSHIP WITH US! (Vs 17)
Why did Jesus say what He did about the nine not coming back?

It was not just a conversation piece!  He could have talked about the
weather, about the events what was said on the Galilee evening news,
but he chose to reveal the longing of his heart!

What did Jesus long for?  He longed for all of these men to come
back and fellowship with Him by giving glory to God and giving Him
thanks! One of best ways we can have fellowship with Christ is to give
thanks for the things that He has done for us!
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Are you amazed that Christ would want to fellowship with you?

If not, you certainly should be!  But He wants us to spend time with
Him!

Who would think that a king would want a beggar to come and spend
time around his feet?   Most ancient kings would have a beggar taken
off somewhere out of his sight not wanting to be bothered by such a
low life!

Hebrews 4:16–“Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace,
that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.”

We can come with confidence that God wants us to come into His
presence with our needs!   Not only with needs but to tell Him how
much we love Him and thank Him for all He has done for us!

We all like to hear that from those who love us, even when we know of
their love for us!

We need to spend time talking to God about how much He means to us
and then back it up with our daily lives!!!!!

WE SHOULD BE THANKFUL FOR THE  LOVE OF CHRIST...
FOR THE CLEANSING POWER OF CHRIST...FOR CHRIST’S
DESIRE FOR FELLOWSHIP WITH US!

IV. WE SHOULD BE THANKFUL FOR THE CHANGE THAT
CHRIST HAS MADE IN OUR LIVES!
When Jesus changed these lepers:

The lepers looked different—They were no longer repulsive.
The lepers smelled different—No more festering sores.
The lepers walked different—Because they were healthy.
The lepers talked different—They didn’t have to cry,"unclean"

any longer.
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“What a wonderful change in my life has been wrought,
Since Jesus came into my heart!”

1 Corinthians 15:10  But by the grace of God I am what I am: and his
grace which was bestowed upon me was not in vain; but I laboured
more abundantly than they all: yet not I, but the grace of God which
was with me. 

Listen, I am still not all that I want to be, but thank God I am not what
I once was!

Only Jesus can totally transform a life!

V. WE SHOULD BE THANKFUL FOR COMPANY OF THE
SAVED!
These men before they met Jesus, did not know how to really enjoy
one another’s company!  They were in so much misery, that they did
not know how to communicate!

Thank God for the saints:
Who encourage us!
Who help mature us!
Who help point us to God!
Who help remind us of that better country yet to come!

Conclusion:
We have so much to be thankful for in Christ!
Are you showing your thankfulness for all that Christ has done for you?

If you are not saved you are not!
If you are not fellowshiping with Christ you are not!
If you are not living for Christ you are not!
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