
  I Am The Resurrection 
John 11:1-15 

BI: Because Jesus is the Resurrection we can glorify God even when suffering from 
physical illness. 
Introduction:
      We come now to one of the most significant chapters in the gospel of John. Chapter 
11 is the climax and grand finale of Jesus public ministry. Since the beginning Jesus has 
been declaring that  He is  the source of  eternal  life.  That’s  what  He means when He 
claimed to be the bread of life, and the living water. As the Son of God Jesus is the source 
of life for all. Consider this condensed catalogue of statements to that effect from the 
gospel of John. 

A. (1:4) “In Him was life, and the life was the Light of men.”
B. (3:15) “Whoever believes in Him will have eternal life.”
C. (3:16) “Whoever believes in Him will not perish but have eternal life.”
D. (3:36) “He who believes in the Son has eternal life.”
E. (5:21) “Just as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, even so the Son gives life to 

whom He wishes.”
F. (6:40) “For this is the will of my Father, that everyone who beholds the Son and believes 

in Him will have eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day.”
G. (6:54) “He who eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up 

on the last day.”
H. (10:27) My sheep hear my voice, I know them and they follow me, and I give eternal life 

to them and they shall never perish.”

And this is only a sample of the times Jesus declared that He had the power to give life 
and to bring about resurrection. The story of raising Lazarus from the dead, then, is proof 
positive that Jesus was not engaging in delusions of grandeur, but that He actually had the 
power to raise people from the dead. And what better proof could He offer?
    He had performed a number of other miracles. In fact, John offers us seven (7) specific 
“signs” as he calls them. Why signs? Because, signs point to something. A sign does not 
exist for itself. The sign outside our church building, foe example, is not there so that 
people would come and marvel at what a beautiful sign it is. No, the sign stands there to 
point  to  something else.  It  was  erected out  there  to  identify  the  building that  stands 
behind it; namely, Calvary Bible Church. So when John calls Jesus’ miracles “sings” he is 
signaling that His miracles are pointing to something. Their purpose is to identify and 
authenticate the identity of the Person performing those signs.  
     So in order to authenticate that He really is the Christ, the Son of God, Jesus turned 
the water to wine, healed the nobleman’s son, restored the lame man to perfect health, 
multiplied the loaves and fish, walked on the water, and gave sight to the blind man. And 
now, in order to drive home the point once and for all that He is the Christ, the source of 
eternal life, Jesus raises Lazarus from the dead. 
     Now as we start in on this chis chapter I want you to notice some key words. First of 
all notice the word “sick.” I the beginning of the story Lazarus has not yet died, but he 
was apparently very sick. 



A. (1) “Now a  certain man was sick.”
B. (2) “Lazarus was sick.”
C. (3) the sisters send a message to Jesus saying, “Lord, behold, he whom you love is 

sick.
     John doesn’t tell us the nature of the illness. Was it malaria, or typhoid, or pneumonia, 
or some other feverish disease? We don’t know. And honestly, I am thinking for that we 
don’t know so that we can have the freedom to make application here to any illness. 
    The second word I want to highlight is the word “love.” 

A. (3) “Lord, behold, he whom you love is sick.
B. (5) “Now Jesus loved Martha, and her sister and Lazarus.

    Another  key  component  to  understanding  this  story  is  how  Jesus  immediately 
responded to the news that Lazarus was sick. But before we look at this let me ask, how 
would you have responded? If you had the power to heal anyone you wish of any disease 
or ailment, what would you have done? I think its safe to say that given such power you 
and I would have stopped whatever it is we were doing and get to the bedside of our dear 
friend as fast as possible. But Jesus didn’t do that. Look with me at verses 5-6 (Read). 
    Now that’s a bit disturbing to read, isn’t it? It’s more than a little unexpected. I mean in 
each of the other cases of healing there is no indication that Jesus even knew the person 
He healed. He didn’t know the nobleman’s son. There is no evidence to suggest that he 
knew the lame man at the pool of Bethesda. The man born blind was healed immediately, 
but there is no reason to think that Jesus had ever met the man! And yet here, John seems 
to go out of his way to tell us that Lazarus was the object of Jesus’ special affection. And 
yet, when he hears that Lazarus is sick, he does nothing for two days. 
    Now that’s shocking enough but when you realize that when Jesus received the news 
he was nearly 100 miles away from Bethany and it would have required 4 hard day’s 
walk, your might think that love would require Him to get packing immediately. But he 
doesn’t. 
    Why? That’s the question we always want answered when someone we love becomes 
seriously ill, isn’t it?  “Why, God?” And I think so long as that question is offered with a 
humble  and  submissive  heart,  it’s  an  appropriate  one  to  ask?  “Why?”  “What’s  the 
meaning of this sickness?” “Please tell me that this illness and resulting suffering are not 
meaningless.” 
     Thankfully, Jesus gives us the answer here in this text. How can it be that Jesus can 
genuinely love a dear friend who is sick and not run to him with his miraculous healing 
power? The answer is in verse 4 (Read NAS. The ESV reads, “It is for the glory of God, 
so that the Son of God may be glorified through it”).
    Now that is a significant statement. Jesus is telling us that when we are sick there is 
something far more important than our healing; namely, “that the Son of God might be 
glorified by it.”
    You see, the Christian (i.e. biblical) worldview sees sickness and suffering differently 
than the unbelieving world around us. If you are naturalistic and materialistic in the way 
you interpret your world, then sickness, suffering, and death are your greatest enemy and 



health,  comfort,  and  longevity  are  your  highest  goals.  Not  so  for  the  child  of  God.  
Because of texts like this one we understand that our illnesses, injuries, and diseases (and 
the suffering that comes with it) are ordained by a loving God who honors us by allowing 
us to magnify the glory of Jesus through our suffering.
    Now, there is a lot for us to learn from John chapter 11. But this morning I want to 
invest the rest of our time in thinking about how to glorify the Son of God when we 
experience physical illness and pain. 

I. Glorifying Jesus In our Suffering: 
1. Bring your thinking in line with God’s word. 

A. Suffering is expected in this life:
1) 1 Pet. 5:10 “After you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who 

called  you  to  His  eternal  glory  in  Christ,  will  Himself  perfect,  confirm, 
strengthen and establish you.”

2) The apostle Paul experience a lot of suffering in His life and there is much we 
can learn from him. Consider 2 Cor. 11:23-29.

3) Notice  how he thought  about  (or  interpreted)  his  suffering back in  4:8-12. 
(Read)

1) Clearly, Paul is speaking about physical suffering in this passage. But 
notice how he interpreted his suffering. 

2) In 4:10 he pictures suffering in terms of “always carrying about in the 
body the dying of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus also may be manifested 
in our body.”

B. Suffering is an opportunity to imitate Jesus:
1) Once again we are reminded why God created us in the first place. He created 

us in His own image so we could show the world what God is like. And when 
we suffer, we are given the unique opportunity to show the world what Jesus is 
like. 

2) How did Jesus respond to suffering? Well, we don’t have any account of him 
being sick, but we do know how he responded to mistreatment for others. In 1 
Pet. 2:21-23 we read, 

For you have been called for this purpose, since Christ also suffered for you, 
leaving you an example for you to follow in His steps, 22 WHO COMMITTED NO 
SIN, NOR WAS ANY DECEIT FOUND IN HIS MOUTH; 23 and while being reviled, He 
did  not  revile  in  return;  while  suffering,  He  uttered  no  threats,  but  kept 
entrusting Himself to Him who judges righteously. 

3) Here is  our example for how to respond to suffering in such a way that it 
glorifies Jesus. When we suffer, rather than giving in to despair, anger, and 



self-pity, we keep entrusting ourselves to the Father and make every effort to 
direct other people to him. 

C. Suffering strengthens our faith
1) James said it more succinctly than anyone else when he wrote (James 1:2-4) 

“Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials, knowing 
that the testing of your faith produces endurance. And let endurance have its 
perfect result, so that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.” 

2) You  see,  we  glorify  Jesus  in  our  sickness  and  suffering  when  we  think 
biblically  about  it.  That  is,  when  we  resolved  to  please  the  Lord  in  our 
suffering rather than being controlled by the constant pursuit of relief from our 
pain and suffering.

D. Suffering is always carefully measure for us by God
1) 1 Cor. 10:13  “No temptation has overtaken you but such as is common to 

man; and God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what 
you are able, but with the temptation will provide the way of escape also, so 
that you will be able to endure it. “

2. This is how we glorify God IN our suffering. We glorify him by thinking biblically 
about it.  If Jesus is the resurrection, then we can think biblically about our sickness.

II. Glorifying Jesus Through our suffering
1. When we are suffering do to sickness we must remember that God is not stopping our 
ministry to others by simply redirecting it.

A. Suffering equips us to serve other people
1) 2 Cor. 1:3-7  “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 

Father of mercies and God of all comfort, 4 who comforts us in all our affliction 
so that we will be able to comfort those who are in any affliction with the 
comfort  with  which  we ourselves  are  comforted  by  God.  5  For  just  as  the 
sufferings of Christ are ours in abundance, so also our comfort is abundant 
through Christ. 6 But if we are afflicted, it is for your comfort and salvation; or 
if we are comforted, it is for your comfort, which is effective in the patient 
enduring of the same sufferings which we also suffer; 7 and our hope for you is 
firmly grounded, knowing that as you are sharers of our sufferings, so also you 
are sharers of our comfort.”

2) You  see,  Jesus  is  greatly  glorified  when  our  own  suffering  becomes  the 
impetus for comforting others in their suffering. Rather than seeing it as an 
opportunity to get other people to pity us, we see it as an opportunity to more 
effectively comfort them.



3) This  kind  of  encouragement  happens  all  the  time  at  Calvary.  There  is 
something  about  personal  suffering  that  makes  us  more  empathetic  to  the 
suffering of others and more willing to sacrifice for their needs.

4) Our  own  suffering  helps  us  to  communicate  true  hope  to  others  in  their 
suffering. If Jesus is the resurrection, then we can Serve others through our 
sickness.

III. Glorifying Jesus through our healing:
1.  God  doesn’t  promise  that  we  will  be  healed  from  every  illness.  But  James  did 
encourage us to seek out means of healing (James 5:14), “Is anyone among you is sick? 
Then he must call for the elders of the church and they are to pry over him, anointing him 
with oil in the name of the Lord.”
2. More importantly, God has promised us the ultimate healing in His presence. 

A. Rev. 21:4 “and He will wipe away every tear from their eyes; and there will no 
longer be any death; there will no longer be any mourning, or crying, or pain; the 
first things have passed away.” 

B. 2 Cor.  4:16-18  “Therefore we do not lose heart,  but though our outer man is 
decaying, yet our inner man is being renewed day by day. 17 For momentary, light 
affliction is producing for us an eternal weight of glory far beyond all comparison, 
18 while we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not 
seen; for the things which are seen are temporal, but the things which are not seen 
are eternal.” 

3. You see, beloved, God always knows what is best for us. His ultimately objective is to 
magnify the glory of Jesus Christ through our lives. And we know that love requires Him 
to give us what is best. And sometimes what is best is not always success, laughter, fat 
bank accounts and health, but measured amounts of sickness and suffering by which we 
can know the joy magnifying the glory of Jesus Christ.
4. Don’t waste your Cancer/Sickness
If  Jesus  is  the  resurrection,  then  we  have  a  glorious  hope  to  motivate  us  toward 
faithfulness now.
BI: Because Jesus is  the Resurrection,  you can glorify God even when suffering 
from physical illness. 


