
Revelation Lesson 32
Smyrna: The Loyal Church (Expectation)

Revelation 2:10  Fear none of those things which thou shalt suffer: behold, the devil shall cast 
some of you into prison, that ye may be tried; and ye shall have tribulation ten days: be thou 

faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life.

Last week we saw Christ's commendation (or compliment) to the Smyrnaeans. Remember that 
this  church  (and the  one  at  Philadelphia)  received no condemnation from Him.  Now in  this 
section of the letter to Smyrna, the Saviour shows the congregation what will befall them and what  
He expects of them.....and us!

Fear none – The word in the Greek is PHOBEO (G5399) which means to put in fear,  terrify, 
frighten. In the Classical (as compared to the Biblical Koine or Common) Greek the word meant to be 
so afraid that it would give cause to run away. While the Common Greek is used here in the New 
Testament rather than Classical Greek. I think there is application here. Paul says to the Church at 
Ephesus in Ephesians 6:11 “Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against 
the wiles of the devil.” So I find it meaningful that so many Christians are unable to stand against 
the wiles of the devil because they have shed most of their armour and have ditched their swords!  
We must “keep on the firing line” as the hymn says. We should not be afraid for Paul stated in 2  
Timothy 1:7 “For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound 
mind.” Now the word none – has the meaning of “not one” or nothing.  Thus Christ is  telling the 
Church do not be terrified of not one....of what. We shall see. 

of those things – We are taught to fear not one of anything. None of those things. What things? 
Keep reading and we shall see! 

which thou shalt suffer: - Notice again the “singularity” of the Church. The church as a whole 
is going to suffer. Now, not all of the church folk are going to suffer in the same degree but all  
connected to that church WILL suffer. How do we know this?  

Behold, - Here Jesus is saying LOOK. Observe. We might call it: Now see here or Pay attention 
this is important! Sadly many people don't observe what our Lord is saying!

the devil – We noted back in verse 9 that our enemy was called “Satan.” In this verse Satan is 
merely called “the devil.” While there are many “devils” or demons – that is fallen angels – in the 
Bible, there is only one “the” devil. His name and a title is recorded in Isaiah 14:12 as “Lucifer, son 
of the morning.” Lucifer means “Shining One” not “the Morning Star” - that's what the NIV states 
Lucifer means. Lucifer cannot mean the Morning Star because in 2 Peter 1:19 Christ is referred to 
as the “day star.”  The day star was another name which the Greeks assigned to the “morning star” 
which is the planet Venus, which appears to the west of the sun and consequently rises before it and  
ushers  in  the  light  of  day  during  part  of  the  year.  Then in  Revelation  22:16  Jesus  states:  “I  am 
the....bright and morning star.” So no, the devil cannot be the morning star because Jesus is! The devil  
IS a counterfeiter so he tries to “be like the Most High” (see Isaiah 14:14).

So here in Revelation, 2 primary titles are used to refer to Lucifer. Satan is used 8 times in Revelation 
while Devil is used 5 times in the book. Satan means “adversary” and Devil means “slanderer.” To 
slander  someone means:  “the action or  crime of  making a  false spoken statement  damaging to  a 
person's reputation.” 

So not only we see were these Christians persecuted by “Satan” their adversary but they were no doubt 
slandered too! But too many times we give Ol' Slewfoot too much credit. He is a created being and he 



cannot be everywhere at once. That's God's job. Futhermore, the devil does NOT have unlimited power 
– again that's God's turf as Psalms 62:11b says: “...that power belongeth unto God.”

The devil's power is limited and controlled. How do we know this? Observe Job 1:9-12 “Then 
Satan answered the LORD, and said, Doth Job fear God for nought? Hast not thou made an hedge 
about him, and about his house, and about all that he hath on every side? thou hast blessed the 
work of his hands, and his substance is increased in the land. But put forth thine hand now, and  
touch all that he hath, and he will curse thee to thy face. And the LORD said unto Satan, Behold, 
all that he hath is in thy power; only upon himself put not forth thine hand. So Satan went forth 
from the presence of the LORD.”

There are times we see when the devil is allowed and permitted to do things to God's people. Many 
wonder why? Sometimes it is disciplinary action, other times it is a test or trial. For you and I to  
attempt to judge which it is, well is faulty because we do not know ALL the circumstances, but God 
knows. 

You know, it kinda brings a new meaning to the name of that show that was on the  radio from 
1946-1954. I mean what was it? It was on TV from 1954-1960. Yall remember what it was? It was a 
comedy series about a middle class family in the Midwest. I mean this show stuck out because it ran in 
defiance of the classic sitcom formula of "zany wives, blustering chowder-head husbands and sassy 
children (you remember like Home Improvement.) Rather in this show, the parents managed to ride 
through almost any family situation without violent injury to their dignity, and the three youngsters 
were presented as decently behaved children who respected and loved their parents. A newspaper critic 
at the time wrote that the Dad: “may be the first intelligent father permitted on TV since they invented 
the thing." No it wasn't Leave it to Beaver, nor the Waltons, oh yes! The show was called Father Knows 
Best. While that's pop culture (Seriously folks, find me an upstanding, Biblical Dad on TV today), it 
should serve us well to take note, for it seems to me that even most Christians don't even think that our  
Heavenly Father knows best just like the masses think Dad is a dummy and that speaks volumes about 
what we believe about the Scripture! Okay, enough of that, moving on.....

shall cast some of you – Notice the change from the Singular You (THOU) to the Plural here. 
This indicates that the “casting” is relegated to “some” of the Church. Thus when we have the 
“ye's” coming up this indicates that Christ is speaking to those that will be persecuted. I wonder 
from time to time if when the believers heard this, if they questioned like the disciples in Matthew  
26:22 “And they were exceeding sorrowful, and began every one of them to say unto him, Lord, is  
it I?” Sometimes we must take account and observe in life if we suffer. For Christ said in Matthew 
5:11 “Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of  
evil  against  you falsely,  for  my sake.”  Note  He did not  say  IF,  He said WHEN.  The  devil  or 
slanderer is seen there behind the scenes in those that: “say all manner of evil against you falsely,  
for my sake.” Hey I've been called a False Preacher/Teacher and seeing that my name is Creighton  
Lovelace, I've been called a Love-Less Cretin! That's fine call me what you will I will Call on the 
NAME OF MY SAVIOUR!

into prison, - Some of the believers at the Church in Smyrna would be cast into prison. Since 
Christ says this it is a surety. It's going to happen. Some of them sitting in that congregation would 
suffer in prison. Now the question begs, why?

that ye may be tried; - The word “that” indicates the why or the purpose. In other words the 
reason is about to be given. The word “tried” here refers: “To try, to prove in either a good or bad 
sense, tempt, test one's virtue. In other words this is NOT saying these believers would be put into 
prison so they could be put on trial. Their faith and character would be tried. Why? So they could really 



see what they were made of. Isn't this why you TRY: on shoes or clothes; or try out cars? Notice what 
Job says in Job 23:10 “But he knoweth the way that I take: when he hath tried me, I shall come 
forth as gold.” In 1 Peter 1:7 the apostle stated: ”That the trial of your faith, being much more 
precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise and 
honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ:” 

The silversmith tries silver to melt off the dross (impurities) and the way he knows the silver is  
pure, is when he can see his reflection in it just as the unknown psalmist of Psalms 66:10 states:  
“For thou, O God, hast proved us: thou hast tried us, as silver is tried.”

Remember however what James the half-brother of Jesus stated in James 1:13 “Let no man say 
when he is tempted, I am tempted of God: for God cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth 
he any man:” We note that Christ laid the blame at the devil's feet for “Behold, the devil shall cast  
some of you into prison that ye may be tried.” So God allows it, but the devil is the one who really  
wants to see if this is real or not. In so doing, should we pass the trial it should be beneficial to us  
to show us our weaknesses and strengths.

and ye shall  have tribulation – Christ  is  showing a  glimpse of  the  future  to some of  the 
believers  at  the  Church  at  Smyrna.  He  states  that  these  believers  cast  into  prison  will  have 
tribulation or suffering. 

ten days: - The Lord tells them that this tribulational suffering will last for 10 days. Look at your  
handout for a moment. Recall that some Bible teachers believe that these 7 Churches not only 
represent the actual, literal 7 churches John wrote to, but also represent 7 eras or divisions within 
the Church Age. Now we cannot be dogmatic about the dates, but many Bible teachers believe that 
the “Smyrna Era” covered the time from 100AD-312AD. While the interpretation here of the 10 
days is (I believe) a literal 10 days, one application some draw from this is 10 times of tribulation 
during  100AD-312AD.  Domitian  was  Emperor  when  John  wrote  Revelation.  After  his 
assassination on September 18, 96AD there were 46 Emperors by the time Constantine became 
Emperor in 305. He reigned until his death in May of 337. During these 212 years, there were 10 
periods of severe Church persecution.

EMPEROR DATES OF REIGN NOTES

Nero 54-68 Had Paul beheaded; Peter Crucified.

Domitian 81-96 Had John exiled.

Trajan 98-117 Had Ignatius burned at the stake.

Marcus Aurelius 161-180 Had Justin Martyr executed.

Septimus Severus 193-211 Forbade conversions to Christianity.

Maximinus I 235-238 Ordered the deaths of Church leaders.

Trajan Decius 249-251 Ordered pagan sacrifices, executed 
5,000+ Christians who reufused.

Valerian 253-260 Ordered pagan sacrifices. Executed 
Christians & confiscated property.

Aurelian 270-275 Ordered all to worship him.

Diocletian 284-305 Had many Christians killed; Burned 
Bibles and Churches. 



Whether or not these constitute the “prophetic 10 days or times of tribulation” or not cannot be 
stated with 100% confidence. That being the case, still it behooves us to review our heritage, which  
so many fail  to do today. Diocletian is  considered by many historians to have been the worst  
Emperor in Roman history and the greatest human antagonist of our Faith. He led a very violent  
attempt to destroy Christianity from off the face of the earth. During the 2nd and 3rd centuries this 
age of persecution saw thousands of Christians brought into the amphitheater of Rome to be fed 
to  hungry  lions  while  thousands  watched  and  cheered  their  deaths.  Many  were  crucified  in 
attempts to mock Christ's crucifixion. Some were attacked by wild animals. Many were covered in 
tar and impaled on stakes and burned alive to serve as torches. Many were boiled alive in oil or  
burned at the stake. One Church historian estimated that during this Smyrnan Period, some 5  
million Christians were martyred for their faith and testimony of Jesus Christ.   

be thou faithful – The Lord encourages these believers to be faithful. 

unto death, - This is His expectation of when they can “call it quits” - that is when He calls them 
home at the point of death. We are still doing the Lord's work and He has not yet “blown the  
whistle” so it is still time to work for the Lord. In view of the coming statement that finishes this 
verse,  there  is  more  than  crowns  for  Christian  Martyrs.  Note  what  the  Scriptures  state  in  
Revelation 20:4 & 6 “And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was given unto  
them: and I saw the souls of them that were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and for the word  
of God, and which had not worshipped the beast, neither his image, neither had received his  
mark upon their foreheads, or in their hands; and they lived and reigned with Christ a thousand  
years.  6  Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection: on such the second death  
hath  no  power,  but  they  shall  be  priests  of  God and of  Christ,  and shall  reign with  him a  
thousand years.”

and I – This is Christ referring to Himself. 

will – This word indicates future action. Notice the following words: “will give thee a crown of 
life.”  So this indicates future action of  Christ  giving rewards.  I  will  touch more on where the 
rewards will be given out, but first let's listen to some of Christ's words about our rewards. In 
Matthew 6:2 He says: “Therefore when thou doest thine alms, do not sound a trumpet before thee, 
as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may have glory of men. Verily I  
say unto you, They have their reward.” a couple of verses later in Matthew 6:5 the Lord says: “And  
when thou prayest, thou shalt not be as the hypocrites are: for they love to pray standing in the 
synagogues and in the corners of the streets, that they may be seen of men. Verily I say unto you,  
They have their reward.” Finally in Matthew 6:16 the Saviour declares: “Moreover when ye fast, be 
not, as the hypocrites, of a sad countenance: for they disfigure their faces, that they may appear 
unto men to fast. Verily I say unto you, They have their reward.” So there are 3 things He expects  
His followers to do: “alms” which is giving or tithing. Secondly He expects us to Pray and Thirdly 
He says we ought to fast. That being the case there is scant evidence that Christians today practice 
all three let alone 1 or 2 of them.

I have already mentioned this once before, but I want to make final mention of Matthew 6:19-20 
where Christ says “Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth 
corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal:  20  But lay up for yourselves treasures in 
heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor  
steal:”

Having stated all this, it indicates that these Christians did not get their rewards on the earth. But 
their reward is coming at the Judgment Seat of Christ sometimes it is called by the Greek word:  
Bema. Since I speak English and Southern English at that, I reckon I'll stick with Judgment Seat. 



give thee a crown of life. - Jesus is affirming what the Holy Ghost revealed to His half-brother 
James in James 1:12 “Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when he is tried, he shall  
receive the crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to them that love him.” So when is this 
crown of life given? As stated previously, at the Judgment Seat of Christ. To plot it out, We have 
the Rapture, then in Heaven we have the Judgment Seat of Christ, the Marriage of the Lamb & 
Bride (the Church) then the 2nd Coming. (Meanwhile on earth, it would be, The Rapture, The 
Tribulation Period, The 2nd Coming. So yeah, you really want to make sure that you're saved! You 
don't wanna be Left Behind!

The Apostle Paul informs us in Romans 14:10 that “we shall all” be at the Judgment Seat - “But 
why dost thou judge thy brother? or why dost thou set at nought thy brother? for we shall all stand 
before the judgment seat of Christ.” then he explains why in 2 Corinthians 5:10 “For we must all  
appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his body,  
according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad.”

Remember it is God's Will that we do “good works” after Salvation. Ephesians 2:10 “For we are his 
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we 
should walk in them.” James speaks a good deal on works even showing us the futility and lies of  
those that claim to be saved, yet have no “good works!”(James 2:17-18, 20) When James says a  
man is justified by works (James 2:21 and 24-25) what he means is that the person is justified 
(declared righteous) in the sight of men. See a Saved person is the only person who can “do good”  
through the power of the Holy Ghost. (Psalm 53:3, Romans 3:12 and Matthew 19:17) Since God is 
the only One Who is good then when I am “Filled With the Spirit” or led or controlled by Him as a  
Christian, then any work I do, it is actually Him doing such through me. Thus the works I do “by 
myself” becomes worthless. But the works God does through me “will last.” To me, this is the basis  
for how our works will be judged. More on this later, but this should serve as a brief intro as we 
see the Judgment Seat of Christ in action in 1 Corinthians 3:11-15 “For other foundation can no 
man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ.  12  Now if any man build upon this foundation 
gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble;  13  Every man's work shall be made manifest: for  
the day shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every man's work 
of what sort it is.  14  If any man's work abide which he hath built thereupon, he shall receive a  
reward.  15  If any man's work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved; 
yet so as by fire.” See? That last verse testifies this Judgment isn't about Salvation. That Judgment 
was the one that occurred on Mt. Calvary when Christ was judged for our sins!

The Gold, Silver and precious stones that come out of this judgment MAY, let me state again, may  
be used by the Lord to fashion our crowns. This is possible so one cannot be dogmatic on this.  
There are 5 crowns a believer can possibly get. These are rewards and will be used to give glory to  
God, not to strut and parade around like a proud peacock! We will cast them at the feet of Jesus  
according to Revelation 4:10. Dr. Waite states that a way to remember them is: R GIRL. Notice:

Letter Crown Reference(s)

R The Crown of Righteousness 2 Timothy 4:8

G The Crown of Glory 1 Peter 5:4

I The Incorruptible Crown 1 Corinthians 9:25 

R The Crown of Rejoicing 1 Thessalonians 2:19

L The Crown of Life James 1:12 & Revelation 2:10

More on these later. Next week we will cover Christ's Invitation to this Church. Let's pray!


