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Introduction  

1. Last week we looked at Christians who operate by wisdom not from above and how that wisdom 

affects the tongue. 

a. The characteristics of this wisdom (v. 15): 

1) It is earthly as to its origin, not from above (John 3:31; 2 Cor. 1:12; Col. 3:5). 

2) It is soulish or sensual as to its focus, not spiritual (1 Cor. 2:14; 15:44, 46; Jude 19). 

3) It is devilish or demon-like as to its effect, not godly or Christlike (used only here). 

b. The way this wisdom is manifested (v. 16): 

1) In jealousy (zelos)—self-driven zeal, a fierceness to embrace, pursue, or defend something often 

in fear of losing that object (Acts 13:45; 1 Cor. 3:3). 

2) In selfish ambition (eritheia)—to court distinction through putting oneself forward; having a 

partisan and fractious spirit (Phil. 1:17; 2:3; Rom. 2:8). Aristotle used the term to denote a self-

seeking pursuit of political office by unfair means.  

c. The fruit of this wisdom (v. 16b): 

1) Disorder—instability, the state of disorder, disturbance, and confusion (see v. 8; 1 Cor. 14:43; 

Luke 21:9) 

2) Worthless business—what has been done or achieved that is evil or worthless. This is what 

demons seek to produce in order to hinder the work of God and the advancement of His 

kingdom. For case studies, read church history.  

2. In order to counter this tendency, James contrasts wisdom not from above with wisdom that is from 

above (vv. 17, 18).  

a. It is wisdom from above ministered through the believer by the Holy Spirit. 

b. It is the only way that the tongue can be tamed and brought into kingdom usefulness.  

I. What Is Unsaid  

1. The truly wise do not need to advertise that they are wise.  

a. They demonstrate wisdom by what they are not—jealous and self-ambitious. 

b. They demonstrate wisdom by how they live out biblical principles through obedience. The Ebola 

virus epidemic in Africa illustrates this in a dynamic way. Christians responded to the need in a 

sacrificial way, giving themselves to care for the sick in obedience to Christ’s command in spite 

of the risk. Even an atheistic commentator remarked that Africa needed God, and He responded!  

2. The truly wise are so because God has gifted them with wisdom through grace and not a reward of 

their own pursuit (James 1:5; Prov. 2:1-10). 

a. The truly wise draw attention by their quiet submission to trials without complaint (James 1:12). 

b. The truly wise reveal their character by fulfilling the Royal Law, loving others through meekness 

and humility (James 2:8). 

c. The truly wise evidence self-discipline through the right use of their tongues, edifying and 

rebuking sin with kindness (James 3:13). 

II. The Person of True Wisdom  

1. Observe that James does not describe wisdom but what a wise person is by nature.  



a. The Proverbs personify wisdom (read Prov. 8, 9). 

b. Jesus Christ is wisdom personified (1 Cor. 1:30). 

c. By this, James reinforces the fact that wisdom is self-evident, not by what one says, not even by 

what one does, but by who one is. 

2. James lists seven virtues to characterize the wisdom that comes from above.  

a. This is typical of other biblical writers (Psa. 15; Prov. 6:17–19; Hos. 4:1–2; 1 Cor. 6:9–10; Eph. 

5:3–5; Gal. 5:19–24. 

b. James also uses assonance (the use of vowel-sound rhythms to assist learning) because most of his 

audience heard his letter read in the assemblies. Starts with e-sounds: eirēnikē, epieikēs, 

eupeithēs, eleous and ends with a-sounds: agathōn, adiakritos, anypokritos.  

III. Heavenly Wisdom  

1. “First,” (in order of rank and importance) the truly wise are pure (hagos). 

a. This term closely relates to a family of words relating to that which awakens reverence through 

ceremonial cleansing, sacrifice, worship, and separation to God in holiness. 

b. In other words, James begins his descriptive of the truly wise by informing us that they are first 

holy and pure by their relationship to God. 

c. Believers are not wise because they learned wisdom but because they know God. 

2. “Then,” James lists the seven virtues of the wise. 

a. Peaceable or peace-loving (eirenikos, denotes a state, not a relationship or attitude). The first 

object of God’s redemptive work is rest and peace (Shaloam, Psa. 35:27; Lev. 26:6; Isa. 54:10).  

b. “Gentle” (epieikes), no English word adequately expresses this term, but reasonable and equitable 

come close (Phil. 4:5; 1 Pet. 2:18).  

d. “Full of mercy” (eleous), means that one gives practical help to relieve situations (Ja. 2:13; 16). 

e. “Full of good fruits” (karpōn agathōn), the fruit produced by the good tree (Mat. 7:17; Phil 1:11). 

f. “Impartial” (adiakritos), means to be without ambiguity because one is not “double minded” (Ja. 

1:6). 

g. “Sincere” (anupokritos), not hypocritical, unfeigned, genuine (Rom. 12:9) 

3. The consequence of living out true wisdom (v. 18). 

a. “The fruit of righteousness”: this could mean “fruit growing out of righteousness,” or it could 

define the fruit—“fruit that consists of righteousness.” 

b. The truly wise are peace-makers by virtue of their wise living (Matt. 5:9). 

c. “Open to reason” (eupeithēs), the KJV has it, “Easy to be entreated”—compliant, approachable. 

Only here in N.T. 

Do we long to be wise with that wisdom that comes from God?  

Are we willing to let the Spirit control our lives and lead us to fruitfulness in real righteousness (Isa. 

45:8; Heb. 12:11)? 

“Who is wise and understanding among you? By his good conduct let him show his works in the 

meekness of wisdom.”  


