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Message: The Saving Grace of the Godhead, Part 3
Text:        1 Peter 1:1-2

Introduction

  A.  One of the ways God protects and preserves the faith of His children is to reveal and remind them of all the
immeasurable grace the members of the Godhead are bringing to bear on our lives in order to bring us    
into the joy and peace of God’s eternal glory.

  B.  Believers suffering for their faith almost 2000 years ago in the Roman Empire under Nero needed this    
revelation and reminder, as do believers today.  Otherwise, when we cry out to God and receive no     
immediate relief from our sufferings, disappointments, hardships, losses, stresses, griefs, we might be     
tempted to think that God is distant and disinterested, or just a figment of our wishful imaginations.

  C.  So before addressing the sufferings and trials his readers are beginning to experience, Peter reveals and    
reminds believers of just how involved and determined God the Father, Son, and Spirit are in saving for   
themselves a people to share the in their eternal presence the joy of their eternal glory.  E.g., ...

John 17:24  "Father, I desire that they also, whom You have given Me, be with Me where I am, so that they may

see My glory which You have given Me, for You loved Me before the foundation of the world. 

  D.  In previous weeks we have seen the involvement of God the Father and God the Son in saving us.

1 Peter 1:1  Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to those who reside as aliens, scattered (diaspora) throughout

Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, who are chosen  according to the foreknowledge of God the 2

Father, by the sanctifying work of the Spirit, to obey Jesus Christ and be sprinkled with His blood: May grace

and peace be yours in the fullest measure. 

      1.  We don’t belong to this world, not because of our defect, but because of God’s design.  The Father, with   
 premeditation from before the foundation of the world, chose us to be His treasured people.

Ephesians 1:3   Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual

blessing in the heavenly places in Christ,  just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that 4

we would be holy and blameless before Him. In love  He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus 5

Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention of His will, 

      2.  Christ, by offering Himself as a sacrifice for our sins, provided the only way sinful humans such as we   
could be justly forgiven and accepted into the presence of a sinless, holy God.   God chose us to be    
sprinkled with Christ’s blood - justified by a faith that receives and obeys Christ as God and Savior.

Romans 3:23    for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,  being justified as a gift by His grace 24

through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus;  whom God displayed publicly as a propitiation in His 25

blood through faith. This was to demonstrate His righteousness, because in the forbearance of God He passed

over the sins previously committed;  for the demonstration, I say, of His righteousness at the present time, so 26

that He would be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. 

  E.  But it is necessary for the third member of the Trinity, the Godhead, to be active in our salvation, or the     
Father’s choosing us before all time to come to faith in His Son and be justified, sprinkled by Christ’s      

 blood would never materialize.   God chose us to obey Jesus Christ and be sprinkled by His blood by the
sanctification of the Holy Spirit.

1 Peter 1:1   Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who reside as aliens, scattered throughout Pontus,

Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, who are chosen  according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, 2

by the sanctifying work of the Spirit, to obey Jesus Christ and be sprinkled with His blood: May grace and

peace be yours in the fullest measure. 



I.  God sanctifies us by His regenerating, indwelling Holy Spirit.

  A.  The Greek word “hagios” meaning “set apart” is translated by our English words, “set apart,” “holy,”    
“saint,” “sanctified.”  This sanctification of the Spirit begins with our regeneration, with our being born   

 again by the indwelling, transforming Holy Spirit of God.

1 Peter 1:1   Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who reside as aliens, scattered throughout Pontus,

Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, who are chosen  according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, by 2

the sanctifying (hagiasmos) work of the Spirit, to obey Jesus Christ and be sprinkled with His blood: May grace

and peace be yours in the fullest measure.  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who 3

according to His great mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus

Christ from the dead, 

  B.  Upon regeneration by His indwelling Spirit, the Lord sets us apart as His own possession, holy to the    
Lord (Cf.  the high priest’s turban inscribed with “holy to the Lord” (Exodus 28:36).

Romans 8:9   However, you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you. But if

anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Him. 

1 Corinthians 6:19  Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you

have from God, and that you are not your own?

  C.  Upon regeneration by His indwelling Spirit, the Lord sets apart/sanctifies our attitudes and behaviors.

1 Peter 1:15   but like the Holy One (hagios) who called you, be holy (hagios) yourselves also in all your

behavior;  because it is written, "YOU SHALL BE HOLY, FOR I AM HOLY."  16

Ezekiel 36:26  "Moreover, I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; and I will remove the

heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh.  "I will put My Spirit within you and cause you to 27

walk in My statutes, and you will be careful to observe My ordinances. 

II.  God sanctifies us by His Spirit to obey Jesus Christ.

1 Peter 1:1   ... who are chosen  according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, by the sanctifying work of 2

the Spirit, to obey Jesus Christ and be sprinkled with His blood: May grace and peace be yours in the fullest

measure. 

  A.  Our first act of obedience to the command of Christ is to believe in Him as Savior and Lord, to receive    
Him for all He reveals Himself to be.

John 6:27  "Do not work for the food which perishes, but for the food which endures to eternal life, which the

Son of Man will give to you, for on Him the Father, God, has set His seal."  Therefore they said to Him, "W hat 28

shall we do, so that we may work the works of God?"  Jesus answered and said to them, "This is the work of 29

God, that you believe in Him whom He has sent." 

Mark 1:14   Now after John had been taken into custody, Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the gospel of God, 15

and saying, "The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel." 

1 John 3:23  This is His commandment, that we believe in the name of His Son Jesus Christ ....

  B.  Unless and until be are born again by the indwelling Holy Spirit, we will not believe in the Lord Jesus   
Christ and be saved. 

1 Corinthians 2:14   But a natural man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to

him; and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually appraised.  

  C.  Regeneration proceeds faith, and enables us to believe in Christ.  We will not know that God saves through  
 the blood of Jesus until we receive the Spirit of God who teaches/convinces us of this truth.



1 Corinthians 2:12   Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, so that

we may know the things freely given to us by God,  which things we also speak, not in words taught by 13

human wisdom, but in those taught by the Spirit, combining spiritual thoughts with spiritual words. 

John 6:44   "No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him ; and I will raise him up on the

last day.  "It is written in the prophets, 'AND THEY SHALL ALL BE TAUGHT OF GOD.' Everyone who has 45

heard and learned from the Father, comes to Me.

  D.  So there is an initial sanctification by the Spirit which happens at regeneration - an inward transformation   
of the heart and soul, giving us a willingness to believe, to obey the gospel upon hearing it, to receive    
Christ as Savior, Lord, God.

  E.  Anecdote: R. C. Sproul corrected John MacArthur in a panel discussion where both were affirming    
justification by faith and not by any personal merit.  Spontaneously John MacArthur, to punctuate this    
point that there is no merit in us when God justifies us said, “In fact, when we first put our faith in    
Christ and are justified, we are morally in our character no different that when we were unsaved.”     
Sproul, a friend of MacArthurs, in a nice way said, “Now John, you don’t want to say that.  Let me put    
on my theologians hat for a moment.”  Sproul then proceeded to explain that we have to be regenerated   
in order to put our faith in Christ (something I assume MacArthur believes - he just mis-spoke, as all of   
us do), and that regeneration involves the immediate transformation of heart and soul by the indwelling   
Spirit.  So to put our faith in Christ, our heart must be transformed and reoriented toward God.

III.  God sanctifies us by His Spirit to be sprinkled by the blood of Jesus Christ.

1 Peter 1  who are chosen  according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, by the sanctifying work of the 2

Spirit, to obey Jesus Christ and be sprinkled with His blood: May grace and peace be yours in the fullest

measure. 

  A. When God grants us faith in Christ, God responds by “sprinkling the blood of Jesus Christ” on us - applying 
  Christ’s death to the guilt of our sins, making full satisfaction that He might justify us in His sight.

Romans 5:1   Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2

through whom also we have obtained our introduction by faith into this grace in which we stand; and we

exult in hope of the glory of God. 

  B.  Justification is conditional upon faith in Christ, and faith is dependent upon the sanctifying/regenerating    
activity of Spirit.  So what we see in the first two verses of 1 Peter is an “order of salvation” (theologians 

            refer to this in Latin as the “ordo salutis”), conceptual stages of God applying His saving grace to us.

Election (unconditionally chosen by the foreknowledge of God)
Initial Sanctification (regeneration by the Spirit)
Repentance/Faith (in obedience to Jesus Christ)
Justification (sprinkled with Christ’s blood)
Progressive sanctification (continued growth in holiness)
Glorification (when Christ returns)

  Conclusion: We see that, far from being disinterested, distant, and detached from us, all three members        
of the Godhead - Father, Son, and Spirit, from eternity past to eternity future are bringing their saving    
grace to bear upon us for our inheriting His eternal glory.   Therefore, in times of unrelenting hardship,    
disappointment and suffering, remember the witness of Christ’s suffering, Spirit-inspired apostle who    
writes at the opening and closing of his letter, “Bless God” and “stand firm in His grace.”

1 Peter 1:3   Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,

1 Peter 5:12   this is the true grace of God. Stand firm in it!
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