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Obeying the Call of Our Master:  
Building the Body of Christ in Love 

Ephesians 4-5 

November 23, 2014 
Sermon Outline 

Notes: 

I. Introduction 
A. Children’s Sermon: Old Self/New Self 
B. The Call of Our Master… 

1. Submitting to Jesus (The King) 
2. Belonging to Jesus (& His Glory) 
3. Growing Up into the Perfection of Jesus: 

Unity & Diversity into the Body of Christ 
a. Emphasis on the special ministers of 

the Word… 

Ephesians 4:11-13 
11 And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the 

evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, 12 to the 

equipping (preparing, perfecting) of the saints into the 

work of ministry/service, into building up the body of 

Christ, 13 until we all attain to the unity of the faith 

and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature 

manhood (a complete/perfect man), to the measure of 

the stature of the fullness of Christ… 

b. Emphasis on the whole body… 
Ephesians 4:1–3 
1 I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk 

in a manner worthy of the calling to which you have 

been called, 2 with all humility and gentleness, with 

patience, bearing with one another in love, 3 eager to 

maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 

Ephesians 4:7 
7 But grace was given to each one of us according to 

the measure of Christ’s gift. 

Ephesians 4:15-16  
15 Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow 

up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, 
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16 from whom the whole body, joined and held together 

by every joint with which it is equipped, when each 

part is working properly, makes the body grow so that 

it builds itself up in love. 

 

Key Idea 

God gave each of us to our brothers and sisters in 

Christ in order to build one another up into a perfect 

body for Christ (who is our head). 

 

II. A Brief Word about the Role of Evangelists, 
Shepherds & Teachers 
A. Matters both serious and clear (According to the Word) 

1. Everyone accountable to God for this 
2. Teachers equip the body… 
3. The body holds teachers accountable… 

B.  Matters serious, but not clear (According to the Word) 

1. Theological guidance 
2. Protection from false doctrine  
3. Biblical counsel 

C.  Evangelist and Teachers are Examples… 
 

III. We are Called to Build Christ’s Body in Love 
A. Giving Ourselves as a Fragrant Offering 

1. Be… 

Ephesians 5:1-2 
1 Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children. 2 

And walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself 

up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. 

 

2. Do not Be… (What you were formerly) 

Ephesians 4:17-19 
17 Now this I say and testify in the Lord, that you must 

no longer walk as the Gentiles do, in the futility of their 

minds. 18 They are darkened (passive) in their 

understanding, alienated (passive) from the life of God 

because of the ignorance that is in them, due to their 
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hardness of heart. 19 They have become callous and 

have given themselves up to sensuality, greedy to 

practice every kind of impurity. 

 

B. The Basic Spiritual Growth Pattern Explained 

Ephesians 4:20-24 
20 But that is not the way you learned Christ!— 21 

assuming that you have heard about him and were 

taught in him, as the truth is in Jesus, 22 to put off your 

old self, which belongs to your former manner of life 

and is corrupt through deceitful desires,  
23 and to be renewed in the spirit of your minds,  
24 and to put on the new self, created after the likeness 

of God in true righteousness and holiness. 

 

C. The Transforming Power of Christ Invades 
the Mundane Details of Our Lives 

Ephesians 4:25-29 
25 Therefore, having put away falsehood, let each one 

of you speak the truth with his neighbor, for we are 

members one of another.  
26 Be angry and do not sin; do not let the sun go down 

on your anger, 27 and give no opportunity to the devil. 
28 Let the thief no longer steal, but rather let him 

labor, doing honest work with his own hands, so that 

he may have something to share with anyone in need. 
29 Let no corrupting talk come out of your mouths, 

but only such as is good for building up, as fits the 

occasion (need), that it may give grace to those who 

hear. 

 

D. This is about Building the Perfection of 
Christ’s Body (Our purpose & our example) 

Ephesians 4:30-32 
30 And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom 

you were sealed for the day of redemption.  
31 Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor 

and slander be put away from you, along with all 
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malice. 32 Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, 

forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave you. 

… (5:1-2) 

 

IV. Our Ordinary, Daily Lives Offered Up… 

Ephesians 5:8-10, 15-21 
8 for at one time you were darkness, but now you are 

light in the Lord. Walk as children of light 9 (for the 

fruit of light is found in all that is good and right and 

true), 10 and try to discern what is pleasing to the Lord. 

… 15 Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise 

but as wise, 16 making the best use of the time, because 

the days are evil. 17 Therefore do not be foolish, but 

understand what the will of the Lord is. 18 And do not 

get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery (having no 

hope of safety, in desperate case), but be filled with 

the Spirit, 19 addressing one another in psalms and 

hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making 

melody to the Lord with your heart, 20 giving thanks 

always and for everything to God the Father in the 

name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 21 submitting to one 

another out of reverence for Christ. 

 

Key Idea 

This is how God is using us to build the unified, perfect 

body of Christ. With the transforming power given us 

in Christ we are to give ourselves daily to loving one 

another like Christ.  

 


