
INTRODUCTION 
 
Jesus got a mixed reaction. On the one hand he met unbelief that led to hostility and murder. On 

the other hand some accepted him, had faith in him, and committed themselves to him. That 

difference is still with us - we see ourselves here.  
 
JESUS TAKES ACCOUNT OF HOW WE TREAT HIM 
 
He brought the same message to all. His actions showed he was unique, that God was with him, 

and that acted on God's authority. He called God his father and taught about God's kingdom. He 

fitted the description of the messiah they had been waiting for.  
 
But when his audience divided he began to speak in parables. His disciples asked why? In verses 

10 to 13 Matthew records Jesus' reply - "to those who have, more will be given; from those who 

have not will be taken away what they have". The Scribes had rejected the obvious message so 

were not capable of being taught.  
 
Jesus would then teach in parables where the meaning was not obvious. They would lose the 

opportunity to be forgiven and be part of God's kingdom. But those who accepted him would 

continue to grow.  
 
JESUS AND HIS ENEMIES 
 
The Scribes refused to believe his claims. They lived in denial. They tried to discredit him, 

accusing him of working against God. They tried to suppress the evidence, even plotting to kill 

Lazarus whom Jesus had raised from the dead.  
 
This is what Isaiah had prophesied - they had shut their eyes and closed their ears. Such conduct 

leads to divine judgement. Indeed, ingratitude among us leads to a withdrawal of favour. In this 

case the wrong was very great - Jesus was God's beloved Son, given to his own people in order 

to save them from their sin. If we despise him God may withdraw the spiritual blessings we 

possess, and at the Great Day he will judge us for our sin.  
 
JESUS AND HIS FOLLOWERS 
 
Jesus turned to his followers and said, "Blessed are your eyes for they see."  
 
Many generations had waited for the Messiah. Jesus' followers had him. But Jesus meant more 

than that. The Scribes also saw him but did not have the blessing.  
 
They "saw" - the truth dawned on them. They saw that Jesus is the Christ, the Saviour of the 

world. They saw that God was at work. The difference between them and the Scribes was their 

faith in Jesus.  
 



They saw and heard the love of God for sinful people. They saw what Jesus did and heard about 

the welcome for the Prodigal. They heard words that assured them of their share in God's 

salvation. They heard his promise of the resurrection when he would return.  
 
What a contrast to the Scribes who would never be forgiven.  
 
WHAT MADE THE DIFFERENCE 
 
The difference was not in the message but in the way it was received. Jesus then told the Parable 

of the Sower to illustrate this.  
 
The first category of people were those who 'lost' what they heard because Satan took it away. 

He knows how to distract us as well as how to contradict the message.  
 
The second category seemed to welcome message but that welcome did not last. They may have 

attached themselves to Christ for reasons that had little to do with salvation. They were not 

convinced they needed him above all else. There was no personal relationship with him. They 

gave up Christ to save their skin.  
 
The third category gave Christ a hearing but other things had a greater influence with them. The 

burdens of life prevented the Bible taking effect - perhaps they did not trust Christ to deal with 

them or did not give time to their relationship with him. Material prosperity can deceive us into a 

false sense of security or into pride. The desire for affirmation, status or power can stop us from 

following Christ.  
 
But there was a fourth category - people who were willing to receive Christ and his Word. Their 

lives were affected. Their faith led to love for God and men. They received and conveyed God's 

blessing in the present life and will reign with Christ forever.  
 
CONCLUSION 
 
This gives us food for thought. We all have the same gospel message - what effect is it having on 

us? We may be at a fork in the road - to accept Christ or reject him. Which is more worthwhile? 

And which is right in God's eyes?  
 
The difference is one of attitude. If we find we do not welcome Christ let us join countless other 

people who prayed, "Lord create a clean heart in me".  
 


