
John (30)                          Hymns Holy, Holy, Holy, 82, 129 
 

I've mentioned several times that Jesus' discourse (vv19-47), is intimately related to the miracle that preceded 

it—because the miracle was performed on the Sabbath, the Jews—"persecuted Jesus, and sought to kill 

Him"—this led to His statement in v17—"My Father has been working until now and I have been working"—

that is—as the Jews understood—our Savior was claiming absolute equality to the Father as His eternally 

begotten Son... 
 

From v19 to the end of the chapter (v47), our Savior largely provides two arguments for this equality—[1] His 

works (vv19-30), and [2] His witnesses (vv31-47)—with regards to His works, our Savior says in vv19-20—

that He does everything the Father does... 
 

He then indentifies two "greater works" He is able to do because of His unique identity—giving life (v21), and 

exercising judgment (v22)—He does these works, v23—"that all should honor the Son just as they honor the 

Father..." 
 

Thus—because He is equal with the Father, He does the same works as the Father, and, He is honored with the 

Father—thus—it's very important to remember our Savior's basic purpose in verses 19-30 is to elaborate on 

v17—"My Father has been working until now, and I have been working"—everything the Father does the Son 

does—BECAUSE—He is His Father's unique Son—in fact, within verses 19-30 we have the densest NT 

passage that describes the eternal relationship that always existed between the Father and His only begotten 

Son... 
 

Now—within verses 24-30, our Savior expands upon those two greater works—vv24-26 describes the giving 

of life, and vv27-30 the general resurrection and the pronouncement of judgment—it's my intention this 

morning to examine vv24-26 and the giving of life... 
 

I.   What They Do—v24 

II.  When They Do It—v25 

III. Why They Do It—v26  
 

I.   What They Do—v24 
 

1. V24—"Most assuredly, I say to you, he who hears My word and believes in Him who sent me has 

everlasting life, and shall not come into judgement, but has passed from death into life..." 

2. The repeated phrase—"Most assuredly"—is literally—"amen, amen"—what I'm about to say is of great 

significance... 

3. Not that everything else is unimportant—but our Savior uses this phrase to introduce especially striking 

statements (Jn.1:51; 3:3, 5, 11; 5:19)...  

4. The phrase—"Most assuredly" is always followed by the words—"I say to you"—these are trustworthy 

words... 

5. Thus—our Savior's statement in v24 is both a statement of fact and a gracious invitation worthy of 

acceptance... 

6. [1] They hear and believe His word—"I say to you, he who hears My word and believes in Him who sent 

Me..." 

7. Hearing and believing are the same things—it refers to a hearing of the HEART—a believing what He 

says... 

8. Now—we again find within this statement—the closest possible relationship between the Father and the 

Son... 

9. V24—"he who hears My word and believes in Him who sent Me"—to believe His word is to believe in 

the Father..." 

10. In other words—the two are inseparable—to honor the one is to honor the other—to believe the one is to 

believe the other...   

11. Jn.12:44—"Then Jesus cried out and said, He who believes in Me, believes not in Me but in Him who sent 

Me..." 
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12. That is—because the Father sends the Son, and the Son cannot speak of Himself—the two are necessarily 

related...  

13. Thus—to believe Christ's word, necessarily means you believe the Father, because the Son speaks from 

the Father... 

14. Now—I suggest when He says "My Word"—He means everything that He says, and especially the 

gospel... 

15. Eph.1:13—"In Him you also trusted, after you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation; in 

whom also having believed, you were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise (2:17; 4:21)..." 

16. [a] HOW they heard—"In Him you also trusted, after you heard"—this hearing resulted in believing and 

trusting... 

17. [b] WHAT they heard—"In Him you also trusted, after you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your 

salvation..." 

18. [2] They pass from death into life—"has eternal life, and shall not come into judgment, but has passed 

from death into life..."  

19. Here—I want to explain this statement by briefly examining each part—has eternal life, shall not come 

into judgment, has passed from death into life...  

20. [a] Has eternal life—those who hear and believe His word have "eternal life"—literally—"life that's 

eternal"... 

21. This is a present possession—it is life that never ends—it's life that begins now and never ends or is 

terminated... 

22. If a person can have eternal life and lose it—then it was never eternal life—for this life has a present 

beginning... 

23. Many Christians think of eternal life as something merely future—but it's equally something now and 

present... 

24. Jn.17:3—"And this is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You 

have sent..." 

25. [b] Shall not come into judgment—here "judgment" refers to "condemnation"—a "judgment of 

damnation"... 

26. For there is a sense in which all Christians will be judged—we will all stand, without exception, before 

Christ... 

27. This is the clear teaching of verses 28-29—while all people stand before the Judge only some with be 

condemned... 

28. V29—"those who have done good, to the resurrection of life, and those who have done evil, to the 

resurrection of condemnation (judgment)..." 

29. Jn.10:28—"And I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; neither shall anyone snatch them out 

of My hand..." 

30. Rom.8:1—"There is therefore NOW no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus"—it is a present 

reality... 

31. Rev.20:6—"Blessed and holy is he who has part in the first resurrection. Over such the second death has 

no power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with Him a thousand years..." 

32. [c] But has passed from death into life—this again refers to a present reality—believers have passed from 

something into something... 

33. Here "death" and "life" are described as realms or spheres—we are all born into DEATH and reborn into 

LIFE...   

34. They obviously refer to spiritual death and life—by nature we are all in the realm and sphere of spiritual 

death... 

35. Now—let me illustrate this to help us understand—let's liken death and life to two opposing kings with 

kingdoms... 

36. Everybody without exception, is born under the king of death and within his kingdom—the kingdom of 

death... 

37. Everybody who believes Christ's word—passes into the kingdom of life which is ruled by a king—named 

Life... 

38. Everybody who passes into the kingdom of life—receives three things from that king—justification, 

sanctification, and glorification... 
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39. Rom.5:17-18—"For if by the one man's offense death reigned through the one, much more those who 

receive abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness will reign in life through the One, Jesus Christ. 

Therefore, as through one man's offense judgment came to all men, resulting in condemnation, even so 

through one Man's righteous act the free gift came to all men, resulting in justification of life..." 

40. Rom.5:21—"so that as sin reigned in death, even so grace might reign through righteousness to eternal life 

through Jesus Christ our Lord (1Jn.3:14)..." 

41. This passage contrasts those two Adams—the first and last Adams—all humanity is viewed in relation to 

these two... 

42. By nature we are all born into Adam the first, and because of his sin—are reigned by death—within its 

kingdom... 

43. Two things were true of us—we were condemned (v18), and dominated by sin (v21)—in other words—we 

had legal and personal problems...  

44. Acts 26:18—"to open their eyes, in order to turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan 

to God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins and an inheritance among those who are sanctified by 

faith in Me..." 
 

II.  When They Do It—v25 
 

1. V25—"Most assuredly, I say to you, the hour is coming, and now is, when the dead will hear the voice of 

the Son of God; and those who hear will live..." 

2. Verses 25 and v28 contrast to hours (or times) when the dead shall hear His voice—they describe two 

resurrections... 

3. Thus—here I want to briefly examine this first resurrection (v25)—comparing it with the second 

resurrection (v28)  

4. [1] It's PRESENT—"Most assuredly, I say to you, the hour is coming, and now is, when the dead will hear 

the voice of the Son of God..."  

5. That is—this resurrection is presently taking place right now—it's been happening for over two thousand 

years... 

6. This is contrast to the second resurrection in v28—"Do not marvel a this; for the hour is coming in which 

all  who are in the graces will hear his voice..." 

7. This refers to the future universal resurrection and judgment—this takes place at a future time unknown to 

us... 

8. But—the first resurrection is now happening—thus the word "hour" basically means "time"—"the hour 

(time) is coming and now is..." 

9. [2] It's SPIRITUAL—that is—the resurrection in v25 concerns dead souls, whereas the resurrection in v28 

concerns dead bodies... 

10. V25 simply says—"the dead shall hear and live" whereas v28 says—"the hour is coming in which all who 

are in the graves..."  

11. In other words—the resurrection described in v25 is a spiritual resurrection—which begins with 

regeneration... 

12. Salvation is a spiritual resurrection—sinners are by nature DEAD—without any spiritual strength or 

ability... 

13. I trust that obvious, brethren—to be dead means we lack all ability to do any spiritual, moral, or religious 

good... 

14. Man by nature is in a spiritual and moral tomb—and God in the gospel calls Him forth from His Spiritual 

grave...      

15. [3] It's SELECTIVE—that is—the resurrection of v25 is limited, whereas the resurrection of v28 is 

universal... 

16. V25—"the hour is coming, and now is, when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God; and those 

who hear will live..." 

17. V28—"the hour is coming in which all who are in the graves will hear His voice and come forth"—

without exception... 

18. In other words—though the gospel is preached to all the dead—only some of the dead will hear and 

believe it... 
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19. This again can be illustrated in Lazarus—for our Savior calls him by name, Jn.11:43—"Lazarus, come 

forth (and he who had died came forth)..." 

20. In other words—this is a specific and effectual call—Christ calls His dead sheep by name and they come 

forth... 
 

III. Why They Do It—v26  
 

1. Verses 26 and 27 serve as connectors to the two passages—v26 explains verses 24-25, v27 explains verses 

28-30... 

2. Thus—there is a sense in which we are separating two closely related texts in looking at verse 26 and not 

verse 27... 

3. But—it's absolutely essential to look at verse 26 with verses 24-25, because it tells us something implied 

throughout... 

4. HOW or WHY do sinners live who hear and believe Christ's word—because Christ and His Word give 

life... 

5. Now—this verses sounds very similar to the previous verses—there's direct equality attributed to Father 

and Son... 

6. V26—"For as the Father has life in Himself, so He has granted the Son to have life in Himself"—notice 

two things... 

7. [1] Both, the Father and Son, equally have life in themselves—"For as the Father has life in Himself...the 

Son has life in Himself..." 

8. This refers to the fact that both the Father and Son are self-existent—they are both Jehovah—the great I 

AM... 

9. Thus—the life referred to—is the same life that essentially exists within the Father—"the Son has life in 

Himself..." 

10. Because the life that He receives—He has in Himself—it's essentially and thus eternally His—equal to the 

Father... 

11. Put another way—both the Father and Son are self-existent—they have life in themselves—for all 

eternity... 

12. Yet—and this is where things become difficult—the Son, as the Son of God, receives this from His Father 

from eternity... 

13. Now—keep in mind that John has already twice described the Son as—"the Only begotten Son of God" 

(Jn.1:18; 3:16)... 

14. Thus—I think the best way to understand this phrase—is to understand the word "granted" to mean 

"begotten"... 

15. Augustine—"What does it mean when He says, The Father has given to the Son to have life in Himself? I 

would say it briefly, He BEGOT the Son. For it is not that the Son existed without life, and received life, 

but He IS life by being begotten. The Father is life not by being begotten; the Son is life by being 

begotten..." 

16. [2] The Son gives life to dead sinners—here I want to underscore the little word "FOR"—"For as the 

Father has life in Himself, so He has granted the Son to have life in Himself..." 

17. This especially refers back to the last phrase in v25—"and those who hear will live. For...the Son has life 

in Himself..." 

18. In other—our Savior is here addressing the question HOW or WHY—those who hear His voice pass from 

death into life... 

19. A.W. Pink—"The dead shall hear: what a paradox to the carnal mind! Yet all becomes luminous when we 

remember that it is the voice of the Son of God they hear. His voice alone can penetrate into the place of 

death, and because His voice is a life-giving voice, the dead hear it and live. The capacity to hear 

accompanies the power of the Voice that speaks, and it is just because that Voice is a life-giving one that 

the dead hear it at all, and hearing it, they live..."  

20. Now—as I've mentioned over the past few weeks—this is one our Savior's discourse relates to His 

miracle... 

21. V8—"Jesus said to him, Rise, take up your bed and walk. And immediately the man was made well, took 

up his bed, and walked..." 
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22. How did the man rise and walk—did he find strength within himself—NO—he was healed by Christ's 

word... 

23. This is WHY dead sinners live—not because of anything within them—but because Christ's word gives 

life... 

24. In other words—Christ's word carries within it the power to obey it—or, through His word Christ gives 

life... 

25. Rom.1:16—"For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation for 

everyone who believes..." 

26. Jn.6:63—"It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing. The words that I speak to you are spirit, 

and they are life (Rom.10:17)..." 

27. Now—and this is very important to understand—this life that is the Son essentially is in Christ 

Mediatorialy... 

28. Let me put it like this—both the Father and Son have life in themselves—essential, eternal, and equal life 

in themselves... 

29. But—this life is too far from us—it must come down to us—God gives us life through His Son He has 

sent... 

30. Jn.14:6—"I am the way, the truth, and the life, no man can come to the Father except through Me (as 

Mediator)..." 

31. Now—another way of saying this would be—life is found in Christ—in Him there's power and there is 

life... 

32. You see—sinners don't find the ability to repent or believe in themselves but they find it IN and FROM 

Christ... 

33. That's why Christ always bids sinners to COME TO HIM—come to Him as dead, helpless, condemned 

sinners... 

34. Come to Him and find in Him LIFE—don't look within yourselves—don't look to your sorrow or to your 

faith...  

35. Jn.17:1-3—"Father, the hour has come, Glorify You Son, that Your Son also may glorify You, as You 

have given Him authority over all flesh, that he should give eternal life to as many as You have given Him. 

And this is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent 

(Jn.1:1-4; 1Jn.1:1-4)..." 

36. Eph.2:4-5—"But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, even when 

we were dead in trespasses, made us alive together with Christ, by grace you have been saved 

(Col.2:13)..." 

37. 1Jn.5:11-12—"And this is the testimony: that God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son. He 

who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life..." 

38. [a] Saints are COMPLETE in Christ—this passage is filled with many reasons why Christians should be 

encouraged... 

39. [i] We have been saved from judgment, [ii] we have present spiritual life, [iii] we have the certainty of 

eternal life... 

40. Jn.6:40—"And this is the will of Him who sent Me, that everyone who sees the Son and believes in Him 

may have everlasting life; and I will raise him up at the last day..." 

41. [b] Sinners are INVITED to Christ—let me suggest three reasons or motives to encourage you to come to 

Christ... 

42. [i] Your condition—if you have never heard and believed Christ's word—you are in death and under 

condemnation...  

43. [ii] His provision—that is—I want you to remember that all the life and power you need is found in 

Christ... 

44. You are presently a member of the kingdom of death—but look over the walls and behold another King 

and kingdom... 

45. This kingdom is called the kingdom of light—and it has a very gracious King who is very powerful and 

merciful... 

46. [iii] His promise , v24—"Most assuredly, I say to you, he who hears My word and believes in Him who 

sent Me has everlasting life, and shall not come into judgment, but has passed from death into life..." 


