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2 Peter 2:1-3 1  But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there 
shall be false teachers among you, who privily shall bring in damnable heresies, 
even denying the Lord that bought them, and bring upon themselves swift 
destruction. 2  And many shall follow their pernicious ways; by reason of whom 
the way of truth shall be evil spoken of. 3  And through covetousness shall they 
with feigned words make merchandise of you: whose judgment now of a long time 
lingereth not, and their damnation slumbereth not. !

2 Peter 2:2–21 20  Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any 
private interpretation. 21  For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but 
holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost. !

Nothing in the scripture originated with the minds of men, but rather the minds of men 
were moved by the Holy Ghost.  !
1a But there were false prophets also among the people, !
That is, there were false prophets in addition to those who were moved by the Holy 
Ghost. !
From the beginning, the punishment for false prophecy or false teaching was severe. !

Deuteronomy 13:1-5 1  If there arise among you a prophet, or a dreamer of dreams, 
and giveth thee a sign or a wonder, 2  And the sign or the wonder come to pass, whereof 
he spake unto thee, saying, Let us go after other gods, which thou hast not known, and 
let us serve them; 3  Thou shalt not hearken unto the words of that prophet, or 
that dreamer of dreams: for the LORD your God proveth you, to know 
whether ye love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your 
soul. 4  Ye shall walk after the LORD your God, and fear him, and keep his 
commandments, and obey his voice, and ye shall serve him, and cleave unto 
him. 5  And that prophet, or that dreamer of dreams, shall be put to death; because he 
hath spoken to turn you away from the LORD your God, which brought you out of the 
land of Egypt, and redeemed you out of the house of bondage, to thrust thee out of the 
way which the LORD thy God commanded thee to walk in. So shalt thou put the evil 
away from the midst of thee. !
Jeremiah 14:13-16 13  Then said I, Ah, Lord GOD! behold, the prophets say unto 
them, Ye shall not see the sword, neither shall ye have famine; but I will give you 
assured peace in this place. 14  Then the LORD said unto me, The prophets 
prophesy lies in my name: I sent them not, neither have I commanded 
them, neither spake unto them: they prophesy unto you a false vision and 
divination, and a thing of nought, and the deceit of their heart. 15  Therefore 
thus saith the LORD concerning the prophets that prophesy in my name, and I sent 
them not, yet they say, Sword and famine shall not be in this land; By sword and 
famine shall those prophets be consumed.16  And the people to whom they 
prophesy shall be cast out in the streets of Jerusalem because of the famine and the 
sword; and they shall have none to bury them, them, their wives, nor their sons, nor 
their daughters: for I will pour their wickedness upon them.  !!
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1b even as there shall be false teachers among you, !
Peter then provides the identifying marks of these false teachers: !
1c who privily shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that 
bought them, and bring upon themselves swift destruction. !
2a  And many shall follow their pernicious ways; !
False teachers will introduce heresies, denying the Lord in both doctrine and practice. 
Many will follow them. Jesus Christ prophesied that this would occur. !

Matthew 24:4-5 4  And Jesus answered and said unto them, Take heed that no man 
deceive you. 5  For many shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and 
shall deceive many. !
Matthew 24:11  And many false prophets shall rise, and shall deceive many.  !
Matthew 24:23-26 23  Then if any man shall say unto you, Lo, here is Christ, or 
there; believe it not. 24  For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, 
and shall shew great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible, 
they shall deceive the very elect. 25  Behold, I have told you before. 26  Wherefore 
if they shall say unto you, Behold, he is in the desert; go not forth: behold, he is in the 
secret chambers; believe it not. !

Peter uses the word privily to describe the manner of the false teaching: it is done in a 
subtle manner, it is taught as though it were truth, it is only a slight departure from the 
gospel message. As such, it follows the same pattern which Satan established. !

2 Corinthians 11:3-4 3  But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled 
Eve through his subtilty, so your minds should be corrupted from the simplicity that 
is in Christ. 4  For if he that cometh preacheth another Jesus, whom we have not 
preached, or if ye receive another spirit, which ye have not received, or another gospel, 
which ye have not accepted, ye might well bear with him.Paul writes that the subtle 
nature of the deceit of the false teachers should be no surprise. !
2 Corinthians 11:13-15 13  For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, 
transforming themselves into the apostles of Christ. 14  And no marvel; for Satan 
himself is transformed into an angel of light. 15  Therefore it is no great thing if 
his ministers also be transformed as the ministers of righteousness; whose end shall be 
according to their works. !!

!2



Cookeville Primitive Baptist Church 
11/24/2013 
2 Peter 2:1-3

2b by reason of whom the way of truth shall be evil spoken of. !
The result of the heresy is that the world will speak evil of the Godhead, the Gospel, and 
Christians. !

Romans 2:21-24 21  Thou therefore which teachest another, teachest thou not 
thyself? thou that preachest a man should not steal, dost thou steal? 22  Thou that 
sayest a man should not commit adultery, dost thou commit adultery? thou that 
abhorrest idols, dost thou commit sacrilege? 23  Thou that makest thy boast of the law, 
through breaking the law dishonourest thou God? 24  For the name of God is 
blasphemed among the Gentiles through you, as it is written. !

3a  And through covetousness shall they with feigned words make 
merchandise of you: !
Not only will they introduce heresy and deny God, but they will buy and sell others for 
their own gain.  !

Deuteronomy 24:7  If a man be found stealing any of his brethren of the children of 
Israel, and maketh merchandise of him, or selleth him; then that thief shall die; and 
thou shalt put evil away from among you. !

They desire to bring Christians into slavery. !
Galatians 2:3-5 3  But neither Titus, who was with me, being a Greek, was compelled 
to be circumcised: 4  And that because of false brethren unawares brought in, 
who came in privily to spy out our liberty which we have in Christ Jesus, 
that they might bring us into bondage: 5  To whom we gave place by subjection, 
no, not for an hour; that the truth of the gospel might continue with you. !
Galatians 4:9  But now, after that ye have known God, or rather are known of God, 
how turn ye again to the weak and beggarly elements, whereunto ye desire 
again to be in bondage? !

Modern examples: Segregation, programs, concerts, all -isms, etc. !
John Gill on Galatians 4:9 …nothing could be more stupid and ungrateful in a 
people that had been blessed with so much grace, and with such clear Gospel light and 
knowledge. !!
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Peter will have more to say on this subject later in the chapter. !
2 Peter 2:17-21 17  These are wells without water, clouds that are carried with a 
tempest; to whom the mist of darkness is reserved for ever. 18  For when they speak 
great swelling words of vanity, they allure through the lusts of the flesh, through much 
wantonness, those that were clean escaped from them who live in error. 19  While they 
promise them liberty, they themselves are the servants of corruption: for of 
whom a man is overcome, of the same is he brought in bondage. 20  For if 
after they have escaped the pollutions of the world through the knowledge of the Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again entangled therein, and overcome, the latter end 
is worse with them than the beginning. 21  For it had been better for them not to have 
known the way of righteousness, than, after they have known it, to turn from the holy 
commandment delivered unto them. 22  But it is happened unto them according to the 
true proverb, The dog is turned to his own vomit again; and the sow that was washed to 
her wallowing in the mire. !

3b whose judgment now of a long time lingereth not, and their damnation 
slumbereth not. !
Such as Simon and Elymas the sorcerers. !

Acts 8:18-24 18  And when Simon saw that through laying on of the apostles' hands 
the Holy Ghost was given, he offered them money, 19  Saying, Give me also this power, 
that on whomsoever I lay hands, he may receive the Holy Ghost. 20  But Peter said 
unto him, Thy money perish with thee, because thou hast thought that the 
gift of God may be purchased with money. 21  Thou hast neither part nor lot 
in this matter: for thy heart is not right in the sight of God. 22  Repent 
therefore of this thy wickedness, and pray God, if perhaps the thought of 
thine heart may be forgiven thee. 23  For I perceive that thou art in the gall 
of bitterness, and in the bond of iniquity. 24  Then answered Simon, and said, 
Pray ye to the Lord for me, that none of these things which ye have spoken come upon 
me.  !
Acts 13:6-13 6  And when they had gone through the isle unto Paphos, they found a 
certain sorcerer, a false prophet, a Jew, whose name was Bar-jesus: 7  Which was with 
the deputy of the country, Sergius Paulus, a prudent man; who called for Barnabas and 
Saul, and desired to hear the word of God. 8  But Elymas the sorcerer (for so is his name 
by interpretation) withstood them, seeking to turn away the deputy from the faith. 9  
Then Saul, (who also is called Paul,) filled with the Holy Ghost, set his eyes 
on him, 10  And said, O full of all subtilty and all mischief, thou child of the 
devil, thou enemy of all righteousness, wilt thou not cease to pervert the 
right ways of the Lord? 11  And now, behold, the hand of the Lord is upon 
thee, and thou shalt be blind, not seeing the sun for a season. And 
immediately there fell on him a mist and a darkness; and he went about 
seeking some to lead him by the hand. 12  Then the deputy, when he saw what was 
done, believed, being astonished at the doctrine of the Lord. 13  Now when Paul and his 
company loosed from Paphos, they came to Perga in Pamphylia: and John departing 
from them returned to Jerusalem. !
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False teachers are condemned. !
Jude 3-4 3  Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto you of the common 
salvation, it was needful for me to write unto you, and exhort you that ye should 
earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints. 4  For there 
are certain men crept in unawares, who were before of old ordained to this 
condemnation, ungodly men, turning the grace of our God into 
lasciviousness, and denying the only Lord God, and our Lord Jesus Christ.  !

No matter who they are, the false teachers are accursed. !
Galatians 1:8-9 8  But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any 
other gospel unto you than that which we have preached unto you, let him 
be accursed. 9  As we said before, so say I now again, If any man preach any other 
gospel unto you than that ye have received, let him be accursed. !!!!!
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