
Lighthouse Bible Church 

November 24
th

, 2013 

John 11: 33 – 44    Scripture Reading: 1
st
 Corinthians 15: 50 - 58 

‘The Raising of Lazarus from the Dead’ 

 

Stand – Read – Pray   

 

 

Last time we left off with Jesus and His disciples coming to Bethany and when 

they arrived they were told that Lazarus had died and was in the tomb for 4 days. 

And Martha, who had come out first to meet Jesus, said ‘if only you had been 

here Lazarus, my brother, wouldn’t have died’.  

 

 

And he probably wouldn’t have had Jesus been there and that is why Jesus waited 

2 days before He ever came; so that Lazarus would die; so that He would raise 

Him from the dead and bring glory to the Father and the Son. 

 

 

So Jesus arrives in the middle of the 7 days of intense mourning by Mary and 

Martha and others, including some of the Jews who wanted Him dead. He tells 

Martha that Lazarus will rise again and she thought He was talking about the 

resurrection in the last day. So Jesus tells her ‘I am the resurrection and the life’ 

He who believes in Me though he may die, he shall live and whoever lives and 

believes in Me shall never die’. 

 

 

So after that Jesus tells Martha to go and get Mary and she does and Mary comes 

back to where Jesus was and says the same thing Martha did ‘if you had only 

been here my brother wouldn’t have died’.  

 

 

Well, when Martha said that, Jesus gave her a verbal explanation of Him being 

the resurrection and the life and now when Mary says it, Jesus is about to give 

her and everyone their a visual reality of Him being the resurrection and the life 

by what He is about to do; 



What started out as the death and burial of a loved one and a solemn time of 

mourning at a funeral is about to be changed into a time of celebration; and that is 

where we pick it up this morning. Verse 33. 

 

Verse 33: Therefore, when Jesus saw her weeping and the Jews who came 

with her weeping, He groaned in the spirit and was troubled. 

 

 

Here Mary comes and falls and the feed of Jesus weeping and the Jews were 

weeping also. That word weeping is klaio and it means to weep or cry loudly. 

They were are crying out loud over the death of Lazarus. 

 

 

As a result of that it says that Jesus groaned in the spirit. It has nothing to do 

with making some kind of noise as we would think of the word to groan. It is 

used other places in scripture always of being outraged or indignant about 

something. 

 

 

Jesus may have been internally outraged and indignant by the pain and death and 

sorrow that sin caused. He may have been indignant about the apparent lack of 

belief on the part of the people, as expressed by their extreme crying over 

Lazarus’ death and not believing that Jesus could raise Him from the dead. 

 

 

Whatever it was about this situation, it caused Him inside to express a deep 

emotion over this death of Lazarus and the subsequent sorrow and pain in the 

hearts of the people.  

 

 

It says that He not only groaned in His spirit but that He was troubled. The 

original Greek language reads ‘He troubled Himself’. That word troubled is used 

of the intense strong emotional reaction to something. Jesus was moved by what 

was going on around Him, He was angered by the sin that caused the pain, death 

and sorrow and He was moved with sympathy and compassion for those going 

through it.  



Listen, He was about to raise Lazarus from the dead and which would change 

everything, but at that moment He was strongly moved by what was happening 

because He is a sympathetic Savior. 

 

 

Isn’t that what Hebrews 4: 15 says for we do not have a High Priest who 

cannot sympathize with our weaknesses but was in all points tempted as we 

are yet without sin. In Isaiah 53: 3 & 4 it says He was a man of sorrows and 

acquainted with grief and surely He has born our griefs and carried our 

sorrows. 

 

 

It says ‘He troubled Himself’, He allowed Himself to experience the depth of 

pain and sorrow and grief over the loss of life and the emotions that can 

accompany that. He wanted to know that pain that you knew or will know when 

you stood by the casket of a loved one who meant everything to you, or watched 

the casket being put into the ground and the emptiness you felt or will feel in your 

soul. He wanted to feel that so that He could say to you ‘cast your cares on Me, 

I’ve been there, I know the hurt and pain and sorrow of your heart’.  

 

 

And by the way, He has felt something that you haven’t felt yet, but you will, and 

that is the pain of death. He tasted death for you so that you could have eternal 

life. Well, we see Jesus express His sympathetic emotions in Verse 34 – 36. 

 

 

Verses 34 – 36: and He said ‘where have you laid him? They said to Him 

‘Lord come and see. Jesus wept. Then the Jews said, see how He loved him. 

 

 

So they start walking towards the tomb where Lazarus was buried and it says 

‘Jesus wept’. This is not the same word used in Verse 33 for loud wailing and 

weeping. It is the word dakruo and it means to cry or weep silently. It was a 

mourners cry and it was tears of sentimentalism, Jesus began to cry in silence as 

the tears ran down His face that couldn’t be held back. 

 



Jesus cried in Luke 19: 41 where it says Jesus wept over the city of Jerusalem 

when He came into the town, and there they were klaio tears of a mourner out 

loud, but not here. These are silent tears running down His face because He is 

acquainted with our grief.  

 

 

You want to know something, as much as John, the writer of this book, wants to 

present Jesus as God in human form, He also wants to present Him as fully man, 

to show that He is the God-man, fully God and fully man. 

 

 

And the Jews who were with Mary and Martha saw Him crying and they say see 

how He loved him. Again that word ‘loved’ is phileo love that is a brotherly kind 

of affectionate love that Jesus had for Lazarus. He loved him as a man, man to 

man and He loved him with a divine love that would give His life for him in just 

a few days.  

 

 

Verse 37: and some of them said ‘could not this Man who opened the eyes of 

the blind also have kept this man from dying?    
 

 

They are referring to what Jesus did back in Chapter 9 when He opened the eyes 

of the man born blind and they say ‘if He could open a man’s eyes who were 

born blind, couldn’t He have kept Lazarus from dying’. Well, He could have but 

He doesn’t because He has another plan. 

 

 

If He really loved this man so much, why didn’t He come sooner and keep Him 

from dying. He healed this blind man, why couldn’t He have come to heal one He 

says He loves. Well, that question is about to be answered in a most powerful 

way. 

 

Sometimes we are the same way, aren’t we? God I know you did that over there 

but why aren’t you doing this over. I’ve been praying about it and I’ve seen you 

do this before, why not now. Look at Verse 38. 



Verse 38: Then Jesus again groaning in Himself came to the tomb. It was a 

cave and a stone lay against it. 

 

 

As they arrive at the tomb, the indignation and anguish and pain and sorrow of 

over sin and death and the pain and sorrow over the death of a beloved friend 

causes Jesus to groan in Himself again as He stands outside the tomb. Even 

knowing that He is about to raise him from the dead, He sympathizes with His 

own. 

 

 

This tomb would have been made from a natural cave in which you would have a 

smaller entrance leading into a larger room where in many case you have multiple 

bodies placed on shelves along the wall that were hewn out of the rock. 

 

 

His body would have been wrapped in a cloth with his hands, arms and legs 

wrapped separately and his head also wrapped separately. The tomb would have 

been sealed with a round stone that could be rolled in front of the opening to 

prevent animals or robbers from going in to disturb the bodies.  So Jesus gets 

there and He says in  

 

 

Verse 39: take away the stone. Martha, the sister of him who was dead, said 

to Him ‘Lord by this time there is a stench, for he has been dead four days.  

 

 

Jesus tells someone there to take away the stone and by the way, when Jesus is 

buried in His tomb He will ask someone to roll away His stone to and, according 

to Matthew 28: 2 it will be an angel.  

 

 

Well, Martha who was with everyone else says ‘by this time there is a stench for 

he has been dead four days’. As we said before, since the Jews didn’t embalm, 

they just placed spices and perfumes on the body, his body would have started the 

decaying process since he had been dead 4 days.  



And remember that after 4 days that would have been the permanent state of 

death and no floating sole could reenter the body according to their superstitious 

beliefs. 

 

 

Martha must be thinking that Jesus just wants to look at the body one final time 

and pay His respects, by the way she tells Him if you open the tomb their will be 

a stench and by what He tells her in Verse 40. He says. She has no belief or 

understanding about what Jesus is about to do and she is somewhat horrified that 

He would ask for the tomb to be open. So He says to her in verse 40. 

 

 

Verse 40: Jesus said to her ‘did I not say to you that if you would believe you 

would see the glory of God?   
 

 

Jesus said this sickness was not unto death in Verse 4 but for the glory of God. 

He may have said a similar thing to Martha in a similarly veiled way. It is not 

about the miracle of raising Lazarus from the grave, as we saw before, it is about 

the One who raises him from the grave and God that are to be glorified in this 

miracle.  

 

 

Listen, Lazarus is going to die again anyway. This isn’t about him being brought 

back to life, it is about seeing the glory of God and Christ through the power He 

displays in raising Lazarus from the dead and proving that He is the resurrection 

and the life and that He will raise everyone up on the last day.  

 

 

Verses 41 - 42: then they took away the stone from the place where the dead 

man was lying. And Jesus lifted up His eyes and said ‘Father, I thank You 

that You have heard Me and I know that You always hear Me, but because 

of the people who are standing by I said this, that they may believe that You 

sent Me.  

 

 



The ones who were by the tomb entrance rolled the stone away from the opening 

and then Jesus says prays a prayer of thanksgiving to the Father. And He prays 

this prayer out loud verse 42 says for the purpose that they may believe that You 

sent Me.  

 

 

Jesus has been telling them all along that He came from the Father, He is doing 

the Father’s will and He will one day go back to the Father and that He only does 

what He knows the Father does.  

 

 

Jesus doesn’t pray to ask God the Father to be able to do this miracle, He will do 

the miracle because He is God and He is doing the will of God and He is showing 

the unity between God the Father and God the Son. He wants everyone there, 

including the Jews, to see the incredible relationship between Christ and God so 

they know that God sent Him. Then look at Verse 43. 

 

 

Verse 43: Now when He had said these things, He cried with a loud voice 

‘Lazarus come forth’. 

 

 

Everything that Jesus had said to His disciples before coming to Bethany, 

everything that Jesus had said to Mary and Martha and those around about His 

resurrection power is about to be displayed in this incredible miracle. 

 

 

Jesus cried with a loud voice. Can you imagine at that very moment the thoughts 

in the minds of the people? He is calling a man who has been dead for 4 days to 

come out of the grace, to bring Him back to life. And He shouts it out so 

everyone can hear. 

 

Jesus is crying out for death to give up its victim and release its grasp on Lazarus 

and to show His power to stop the decaying process, to stop rigor mortis, to start 

a bloodless heart beating again and to renew decayed internal organs and exterior 

skin and hair. It is a miracle of creation. 



This is a small display of what will happen on a huge scale at some point in the 

future where we too will hear the shout of the Lord, right? 1
st
 Thessalonians 4: 

16- 17  for the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a SHOUT with 

the voice of an archangel and with the trumpet of God and the dead in 

Christ will rise first and we who are alive and remain shall be caught up 

together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air.. 

 

 

And if that doesn’t happen in our lifetime then we will hear it as John 5: 28 – 29 

says at the last day when all who are in the graves will hear His voice … to the 

resurrection of life. What happens when Jesus calls Lazarus forth? Verse 44. 

 

 

Verse 44: and he who had died came out bound hand and foot with 

graveclothes and his face was wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to them, 

‘loose him and let him go’.  

 

 

Can you imagine what this would have been like at the moment everyone saw 

Lazarus standing at the entrance to the tomb. He still had on all the grave clothes 

and the perfumes and ointments and just covered, even His face. 

 

 

Can you imagine the person who walked up to him to loose him from his grave 

clothes, what he was thinking or what he saw? I’m sure he may have been 

sniffing the air as he got closer… 

 

 

And then Jesus says let him go.  Wait Jesus, I want to know what happened to 

him for those 4 days. I want to know what he is thinking right now, where he 

thought he was, how was he feeling? If I were writing this story, I would want to 

put all of that in there; but this is another one of those passages that show the 

author is the Holy Spirit of God and is more concerned with Gods glory in this 

than our appeased curiosity.  

 

 



Jesus claimed to be from the Father and doing the Father’s will. Jesus claimed to 

be the resurrection and the life. Jesus just called a man who had been dead for 

four days out of the grave. If Lazarus didn’t come forth, then we could throw this 

Bible away. If Lazarus didn’t come forth then Jesus isn’t who He claimed to be, 

God in human form with the power of life and death and the power over death. 

 

 

When Jesus said He was the resurrection and the life, He verified it by this 

incredible miracle and someday all who are in the grave will hear His voice and 

come forth because Christ alone has the power over sin and death, right? 

 

 

Paul said in 1
st
 Corinthians 15: 51 – 57 behold, I tell you a mystery; we shall 

not all die, but we shall all be changed; in a moment, in the twinkling of an 

eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound and the dead will be 

raised incorruptible and we shall be changed. For this corruptible must put 

on incorruption and this mortal must put on immortality so when this 

corruptible has put on incorruption and this mortal has put on immortality, 

then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written; death is swallowed 

up in victory. O death where is your sting? O Hades where is your victory? 

The sting of death is sin and the strength of sin is the law. But thanks be to 

God who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

 

Are you thankful for that and do you have that hope?   
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