
Jude 22-23 

Minister to Others 

 

Mercy … 

 

I. Nurture the Doubting  

 A. Faith and Frailty 

 B. Sources of Uncertainty 

 C. Instruments of Recovery 

 

II. Save the Endangered 

 A. Precarious Position 

 B. Redeemable Condition 

 C. Agents of Rescue 

 

III. Despise Corruption  

 A. Contamination 

 B. Contagion  

 C. Courage 

 D. Caution 

 E. Compassion 

 

… with hope. 

 

Children, Listen … 

1. Do Christians sometimes struggle with their faith? 

2. When they do, how can other Christians help them? 

3. If you are struggling with things of your faith is there a person you 

can talk to? Who? 

4. What kind of things might make us start to doubt what God tells 

us in the Bible? 

5. What kinds of things must we do to keep our faith strong? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Sanctified Gut Reaction 

When someone in your church or that you know as a Christian 

expresses an element of doubt regarding the faith, how do you 

react? If a brother or sister falls into sin, even grievous overt sin, 

what is your first response? Two words in our visitation text help us 

tremendously: love and mercy. While there may be initial shock 

over someone who confesses the faith expressing doubt, and while 

there may and should be alarm over the revelation of sinful 

behavior the proper reaction of the body of Christ to those 

struggling or even overcome is critical. While doubt is dangerous 

and sin must be hated we can’t make the believer trapped in 

either feel rejected. They are in a desperate condition and need 

help. Negative knee-jerk or ongoing negative responses will not 

help and will probably be counterproductive. There is 

unquestionably the Biblical place for rebuke, but disgust, judgment, 

belittling, condescension and the like are not only wrongheaded 

reactions they are sinful. It makes more spiritual sense to respond to 

such crisis of faith with grave concern, understanding (yeah, we 

are doubters and sinners too), mercy and above all love. Further if 

you put those things together it amounts to compassion and 

compassion always prompts action. So perhaps the first gut 

reaction to a troubled saint need to ask a question of God, self and 

the one struggling: “What can I do to help” in this desperate 

situation and then act accordingly with all grace and the help of 

the Holy Spirit.  
 


