
Elders (4)        Hymns 87, Alas! and did my Savior die, 757  

 

We come this morning to our 4th and final sermon in this short series on elders—thus far we've had an 

introduction to elders—wherein we examined their OT roots, heavenly origin, names, number, and perfect 

example—in the 2nd message we considered their qualifications—which had relation to their [1] home, [2] 

person, and [3] doctrine... 

 

Last week, in the 3rd message, we examined their major duties or responsibilities—[1] ministering the word of 

God, that is, they are to feed the flock with knowledge and understanding, [2] overseeing the flock of God, that 

is they are to oversee the unity, safety, and health of the flock, and [3] governing the Church of God, that is—

as stewards of God's—elders govern the worship, ordinances, and entrance into the Church, or the House of 

God...   

 

In this final message—I want to discuss a topic that isn't often addressed—in fact—I don't know that I've ever 

personally heard a sermon on the topic—Duties of sheep towards their pastors—we often hear about the 

pastor's duty to the sheep—but I really believe—we all desperately need to hear this message—now, I'm very 

aware that this might sound self-serving—but I'll make a deal with you—I'll root everything I say in 

Scripture—if you promise, by the grace of God, to comply with everything I say, providing, it's from the Holy 

Scriptures...  

 

Now—what I've done is collected the seven most obvious duties of sheep to their shepherds—this is not of 

course to imply there are not additional ones—for example—I think the first duty that a Christian has to their 

pastors would be church membership—regardless how that membership finds expression in a given church—

the pastors need to know who are formally entrusted to their charge and their flock—and thus who they are 

responsible for... 

 

I.  Seven Duties of Sheep 

II. Three Motives for Sheep  

 

I.   Seven Duties of Sheep to their Shepherds  

 

A. Obey them  

 

1. Throughout the NT it's very clear that elders have authority—and that this authority is given to them by 

Christ... 

2. Yet—before I examine the nature of this authority—I want to first examine two texts that describe it's 

potential misuse... 

3. Mk.10:42-45—"But Jesus called them to Himself and said to them, You know that those who are 

considered rulers over the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones exercise authority over them. Yet 

it shall not be so among you; but whoever desires to become great among you shall be your servant. And 

whoever of you desires to be first shall be slave of all. For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, 

but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many..." 

4. Here the apostles—who were given a special authority—are waned against—"lording it over them"—the 

church... 

5. This word translated—"lord it over"—means "to overpower or bring under power"—to dominate or 

control... 

6. It refers to a domineering and forceful rule—wherein the people are pressured into submission and 

subjection... 

7. In contrast to this—our Savior puts Himself as the example of somebody in authority who has a servant's 

heart... 

8. 1Pet.5:1-3—"The elders who are among you I exhort, I who am a fellow elder and a witness of the 

sufferings of Christ, and also a partaker of the glory that will be revealed: Shepherd the flock of God 

which is among you, serving as overseers, not by compulsion but willingly, not for dishonest gain but 

eagerly; nor as being lords over those entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock..." 
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9. Here we find the same Greek word—"shepherd the flock...serving as overseers"—"not as being lords over 

those entrusted to you..." 

10. Instead of "lording over the people"—"be examples to the flock"—or, our Master before us—be a humble 

servant... 

11. Heb.13:17—"Obey those who rule over you, and be submissive, for they watch out for your souls, as those 

who must give account. Let them do so with joy and not with grief, for that would be unprofitable for 

you..." 

12. Here we have a clear and positive statement concerning the duties of church members towards their 

elders... 

13. There are two closely related responsibilities in this verse—obedience to their teaching and submission to 

their leading...  

14. [1] Obedience to their teaching—the Greek word rendered "obey" refers to—"a persuasion, confidence, or 

trust..." 

15. It's translated (in the KJV)—"persuade" (22), "trust" (8), "obey" (7), "have confidence" (6)—it means 

obedience by persuasion... 

16. They were to obey everything taught them by the elders—providing what they taught was from God's 

word... 

17. Let me clarify—the people of God are NOT obligated to believe or obey the opinions or preferences of 

men... 

18. But—when the word of God is faithfully taught and applied—the people of God have obligation to obey 

it... 

19. For example—if a pastor taught fathers to—"bring their children up in the training and correction of the 

Lord"—fathers have to obey... 

20. Or—if he taught children to obey their parents, husbands to love their wives, wives to submit to 

husbands—they have to obey... 

21. But—this does not mean that the sheep have to obey the suggestions or opinions of pastors—these are 

optional... 

22. For example—I've sat in many if not most of your homes with an open Bible saying—this is only my 

counsel... 

23. Some times it's complied with and other times it's not—but that's alright—you're not obligated to obey my 

suggestions... 

24. But—I've sat in many homes in the last 10 years with an open Bible—and I've said—this is what you must 

do... 

25. [2] Submission to their leading—the Greek word rendered "submit" literally means—"to yield to 

authority..." 

26. I mentioned last week that NT elders are referred to as "stewards of God"—who govern the House of 

God... 

27. Thus—things such as times of meetings, number of meetings, various outreaches—these are determined 

by elders...  

28. Now—it's possible that someone might not agree with a decision made—and they may even have a better 

idea... 

29. But—at the end of the day—providing the decisions are not sinful—the people are obligated to submit to 

the elders... 

30. Every organization needs leadership—someone has to be in charge—and someone has to make the needed 

decisions... 

31. Jay Adams—"In those matters not specifically ordered by the Scriptures, about which the leaders are 

obligated to make decisions, the members must submit to their leadership unless what is enjoined plainly 

violates biblical requirements..." 

32. Jay Adams—"For instance, the Scriptures teach that the Church is to meet on the first day of the week for 

worship; the leaders, therefore, have no authority to decide to hold the regular weekly services on Tuesday 

instead. But the Scriptures do not set a specific hour for worship, nor do they require any stated number of 

such meetings on the first day. Because it is incumbent upon the leadership to see to it that the saints 

assemble themselves together and that in doing so order is maintained and confusion is eliminated, they 
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must determine how many meetings there will be and when these take place. The members of the flock 

should submit to these decisions and order their own affairs to conform to those decisions..." 

 

B. Pray for them 

 

1. This is found here in Hebrews 13:17-18—having exhorted them to obey their elders he then exhorts them 

to pray for him... 

2. Heb.13:18-19—"Pray for us; for we are confident that we have a good conscience, in all things desiring to 

live honorably. But I especially urge you to do this, that I may be restored to you the sooner..." 

3. Now—here Paul asks his readers to pray specifically—that we may be restored to them—or may return to 

them... 

4. But—the principle is this—those who have authority over you—have great responsibility and thus have 

great needs...  

5. Thus—we find throughout the NT the apostle Paul especially—asks his readers to pray for him and his 

labor... 

6. 1Thess.5:25—"brethren, pray for us" Rom.15:30—"Now I beg you, brethren, through the Lord Jesus 

Christ, and through the love of the Spirit, that you strive together with me in prayers to God for me..." 

7. Benjamin Keach—"Those that neglect this duty seem not to care either for their Minister, or their  own 

souls, or whether sinners be converted, or the church edified or not. They pray for their daily bread, and 

will they not pray to have the Bread of Life plentifully broken to them..."  

8. 2Thess.3:1-2—"Finally, brethren, pray for us, that the word of the Lord may run swiftly and be glorified, 

just as it is with you, and that we may be delivered from unreasonable and wicked men; for not all have 

faith..." 

9. Eph.6:17-20—"And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God; 

praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, being watchful to this end with all 

perseverance and supplication for all the saints – and for me, that utterance may be given to me, that I may 

open my mouth boldly to make known the mystery of the gospel, for which I am an ambassador in chains; 

that in it I may speak boldly, as I ought to speak..." 

10. [1] Pray for him in his STUDY—that is—pray that he would rightly understand the word and feel its 

effects in his own heart... 

11. Elders—especially those who've been set aside to labor in the word—spend long periods of time in the 

word...   

12. It's very easy for them to handle the word of God in a purely academic way—a book to study for sermon 

material... 

13. [2] Pray for him in his PULPIT—that is—pray that as he preaches the word—he would know the blessing 

of God... 

14. Pray that God would accompany the word with the powerful and saving power of the Holy Spirit of 

Christ... 

15. [3] Pray for him in his HOME—that is—pray for his family—who have unusual temptations and 

difficulties... 

16. That is—pray that he would love his wife and children—that he would be a good example of Christian 

manhood... 

 

C. Imitate them  

 

1. That is—the members of a church are to imitate their elders—in so far as their elders—imitate Jesus 

Christ... 

2. Heb.13:7—"Remember those who rule over you, who have spoken the word of God to you, whose faith 

follow, considering the outcome of their conduct..." 

3. It seems evident that the author here desired his readers to remember their former elders—who had since 

died and entered heaven... 

4. He says—"whose faith follow"—that is—follow or imitate their Christian belief as well as their Christian 

walk... 
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5. Thus by "faith" I simply understand their "religion" or their personal faith—which includes belief and 

practice... 

6. Now—this point implies something that the NT everywhere verifies—namely—elders are examples of 

Christian faith... 

7. 1Tim.4:12—"Let no one despise your youth, but be an example to the believers in word, in conduct, in 

love, in spirit, in faith, in purity..." 

8. 1Pet.5:1-3—"The elders who are among you I exhort, I who am a fellow elder and a witness of the 

sufferings of Christ, and also a partaker of the glory that will be revealed: 2 Shepherd the flock of God 

which is among you, serving as overseers, not by compulsion but willingly, not for dishonest gain but 

eagerly; 3 nor as being lords over those entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock..." 

9. [1] Imitation doesn't mean exact duplication—that is—God's people don't have to be identical to their 

pastors... 

10. I think many of us have seen churches where everyone was expected to conform to a certain unwritten 

standard... 

11. This is not what I am teaching you—when it comes to many things—the  people of God will be very 

different... 

12. [2] Imitation is only so far that elders imitate Christ, 1Cor.11:1—"Imitate me, just as I also imitate 

Christ..." 

13. Obviously—this simply affirms what I trust is obvious—there is only one perfect pattern—and that is 

Christ... 

 

D. Defend them 

 

1. It trust it's common knowledge that accusations will be levelled at the pastors of the church on a regular 

basis... 

2. These accusations or controversies can originate from without the church—or else—they can come from 

within the church... 

3. But—either way—it's inevitable that they will come—this can be seen in the prophets, apostles and our 

Lord Himself...  

4. I can illustrate this with the apostle Paul—who was mistreated, maligned, imprisoned, for preaching the 

word...   

5. 2Tim.4:16—"At my first defense no one stood with me, but all forsook me. May it not be changed against 

them..." 

6. Furthermore—according to 2Corinthains—we find certain men within that church had levelled several 

false accusations against Paul... 

7. They claimed he was deceitful, fickle, base and weak, wrote terrifying letters, and in pride—refused 

support...   

8. In short several of them claimed that Paul wasn't a fit preacher and wasn't qualified to serve as an apostle 

of Christ... 

9. Now—it may seem that this responsibility isn't that important—but this was not the thinking of our 

fathers... 

10. For if we were to consider their writings on this topic—everyone that I own mentions this particular 

responsibility...  

11. Benjamin Keach—"It is the duty of members to take care to vindicate their pastors from the unjust charges 

of evil men, or tongue of infamy, and not to take up a reproach against them by report, or to grieve their 

spirits, or to weaken their hands..." 

12. Thomas Boston—"People should be very tender of the reputation of ministers; it being a tender thing, so 

much interwoven with the success of the gospel...So that you ought not only to slander them, but to be 

loath to receive those slanders vented by others against them, believing nothing therein without proof..."  

13. John Angell James—"A minister's character is the lock of his strength; and if once this be sacrificed, he is, 

like Samson shorn of his hair, a poor, feeble, faltering creature, the pity of his friends and the derision of 

his enemies...When a preacher of righteousness has stood in the way of sinners, and walked in the counsel 

of the ungodly, he should never again open his lips in the great congregation, until his repentance is as 
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notorious as his sin. But while his character is faultless, his friends should preserve it with as much care 

against the tongue of the slanderer, as they would his life against the hand of the assassin..." 

14. Wayne Mack—"A good member will refuse to advance or even accept gossip about his leaders...Our 

natural scepticism should not be directed toward our leaders, but toward those who would accuse or 

slander them in any way..." 

15. 1Tim.5:19-20—"Do not receive an accusation against an elder except from two or three witnesses. Those 

who are sinning rebuke in the presence of all, that the rest may fear..." 

16. Paul is referring to Det.17:6, where at the mouth of two or three witnesses—a person would be put to 

death... 

17. Under the OC a person could be put to death only if there was solid evidence confirmed by two or three 

people...  

18. Paul here exhorts Timothy—"Do not receive and accusation"—that is—don't entertain it as having 

warrant—unless it be confirmed by two or three witnesses... 

19. In other words—Paul is teaching Timothy—that the reputation of an elder—is something that must be 

guarded... 

20. Pauls says—"do not receive an accusation against an elder"—that is—do not entertain rumours about 

them... 

21. Now—this exhortation is important in our day—wherein all forms of authority are looked upon with 

suspicion...  

22. In fact—it's possible that some of us have been affected with this spirit without knowing it—a willingness 

to entertain every accusation... 

23. Let me suggest something—when someone accuses an elder—you need to have the disposition—that your 

pastor is innocent... 

24. You need to have the mentality that your pastor is a good man—a faithful—an honest and an upright 

man.... 

25. The church has already recognized him as qualified—he's already been judged BLAMELESS by the 

majority...   

26. Thus—I think what Paul is here addressing is a suspicious spirit—that's always looking for something 

wrong... 

27. But more than this—I think Paul is encouraging a spirit that trusts elders and refuses to hear ungrounded 

accusations... 

28. Or—in the words of 1Tim.5:19—any personal accusations—or accusations that come from only one 

source... 

29. Thus—this text assumes a level of credibility—an assumed honesty—an assumed truthfulness—an 

assumed integrity... 

30. So much to the point that—if one person makes a claim against an elder—the elder's testimony is to be 

believed...  

31. Now—I suggest one danger in spreading or listening to rumours about elders—is that it weakens their 

testimony...  

32. That is—the character of the elder is exceedingly important as he ministers the word of God to the people 

of God...   

33. Calvin—"Do not receive an accusation against an elder except from two or three witnesses. This is a 

necessary remedy against the malice of men; for none are more liable to slanders and slurs than godly 

teachers. Not only does it arise from the difficulty of their office, that sometimes they either sink under it, 

or stagger, or halt, or blunder, in consequence of which wicked men seize many occasions for finding fault 

with them; but there is this additional vexation, that, although they perform their duty correctly, so as not 

to commit any error whatever, they never escape a thousand censures. And this is the craftiness of Satan, 

to draw away the hearts of men from ministers, that instruction may gradually fall into contempt. Thus not 

only is wrong done to innocent persons, in having their reputation unjustly wounded, (which is 

exceedingly base in regard to those who hold so honorable a rank) but the authority of the sacred doctrine 

of God is diminished..."  

 

E. Honor them  
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1. That is—there should a holy respect or honor for the office they hold—they have been entrusted with an 

honorable position... 

2. I think most of us would agree that—within the last few generations—little honor is shown to those in 

authority... 

3. Parents, schoolteachers, policeman, government officials, and pastors—are no longer given or shown 

respect...     

4. Ex..20:12—"Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long upon the land which the 

LORD your God is giving you..." 

5. Most of the older writers—when expounded the Ten Commandments—place duties of sheep to shepherds 

under the fifth commandment... 

6. This is because they rightly understood that the Ten Commandments—is but a summary of God's moral 

law... 

7. Thus the fifth commandment addresses—the honoring of all God-given authority—in the home, state and 

church... 

8. Shorter Catechism—"The fifth commandment requires the preserving the honor of, and performing the 

duties belonging to, every one in their several places and relations, as superiors, inferiors, or equals..."  

9. 1Thess.5:12-13—"And we urge you, brethren, to recognize those who labor among you, and are over you 

in the Lord and admonish you, 13 and to esteem them very highly in love for their work's sake. Be at peace 

among yourselves..." 

10. [a] Recognize them—"we urge you, brethren, to recognize those who labor among you, and are over you 

in the Lord..." 

11. The Greek word rendered "to recognize" (NKJV), "to know" (KJV), "to respect" (ESV), "to appreciate" 

(NAS)—literally means—"to see or perceive..." 

12. I think the best way to understand its use here is—Paul urges his readers—"to see their pastors in proper 

light..." 

13. That is—they are to "see" or "recognize" them as—"those who are over them in the Lord"—those in 

authority... 

14. [b] Esteem them—"and to esteem them very highly in love"—I want to return to love under a separate 

heading... 

15. This word rendered "to esteem" means—"to think of...to form an opinion"—Paul says—"esteem them 

very highly..." 

16. That is—you are to think very highly of them—you are to honor them—or to respect, revere, and highly 

value them... 

17. 1Tim.5:17—"Let the elders who rule well be counted worthy of double honor, especially those who labor 

in the word and doctrine..." 

18. I mentioned a few weeks ago when we examined this text—that "double honor" meant a respect that 

included monetary support...  

19. [1] Be careful how you THINK about them—that is—do not despise or look down upon them—in your 

heart... 

20. [2] Be careful how you SPEAK about them—that is—be careful what you about them in the home and 

church... 

21. Brethren—this is a point that I think needs stressing—we are not free to say what we want while in our 

home... 

 

F. Support them  

 

1. By this I mean—members of churches are obligated to support elders with regards to their monetary 

needs... 

2. Now—as we have seen—this especially refers to those elders who have been set aside to labor in the word 

fulltime... 

3. 1Cor.9:13-14—"Do you not know that those who minister the holy things eat of the things of the temple, 

and those who serve at the altar partake of the offerings of the altar? Even so the Lord has commanded that 

those who preach the gospel should live from the gospel [Gal.6:6]..." 
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4. [a] OC priests were supported by the tithes and offerings of the people. v13—"those who minister the holy 

things eat of the things of the temple..." 

5. [b] NC ministers are to be supported by the gifts and offerings of the people, v14—"even so the Lord has 

commanded that those who preach the gospel should live from the gospel..."  

 

G. Love them  

 

1. That is—members of churches are to love their pastors—and they are to manifest that love in tangible 

ways... 

2. 1Thess.5:12-13—"And we urge you, brethren, to recognize those who labor among you, and are over you 

in the Lord and admonish you, 13 and to esteem them very highly in love for their work's sake. Be at peace 

among yourselves..." 

3. [a] What they are to do—"esteem them very highly in love"—that is—esteem or honor them because of 

love... 

4. Now—most of you know that "love" in Scripture is more than a mere emotion—but in includes our 

actions... 

5. That is—Paul is not suggesting that members of churches sit at home—and have warm and fuzzy feelings 

toward their elders... 

6. But—true and sincere love is shown—it's tangible and obvious—love is shown by what we say and what 

we do... 

7. That is—I've given 6 ways to show love—obey them, pray for them, imitate them, honor them, defend 

them, and support them... 

8. [b] Why they are to do it—"for their work's sake"—that is—they are to love them because of what they 

do... 

9. 1Jn.4:19—"We love Him because He first loved us"—we love Him because of who He is and what He 

does... 

 

II. Three Motives for Sheep  

 

A. Elders represent God  

 

1. That is—elders are gifts from the exalted Christ—invested with a real authority and deserving of the 

highest honor... 

2. John Angell James—"It is the will and appointment of the Lord Jesus Christ, the King and Head of his 

churches, that they should behave towards their pastors as his ministers, who come in his name, bear his 

commands, and transact his business; and who are to be treated, in every respect, in a manner that 

corresponds with their office. In a subordinate sense, they are ambassadors for Christ, and are to be 

received and esteemed in a way that corresponds with the authority and glory of the Sovereign who 

commissions them. Whoever slights, insults, or neglects them, in the discharge of their official duties, 

disobeyed and despises their divine Master, who will keenly resent all the injuries that are offered them. 

No earthly sovereign will allow his messengers to be rejected and insulted without punishment; much less 

will the Lord of the church. Those who entertain low thoughts of the pastoral office, and neglect its 

ministrations; who speak scornfully of their minsters; who excite a spirit of resistance to their counsels, 

admonitions, and reproof's; who endeavor to lessen that just reverence, to which, for their works' sake, and 

on their Master's behalf, they are entitled, certainly despise them, and not only them, but Him that sent 

them also, and for such conduct will incur the heavy displeasure of Christ..." 

 

B. Elders are accountable to God 

 

1. That is—sheep should obey, pray for, honor, imitate, defend, support, and love pastors—because of the 

sober nature of their work... 

2. Heb.13:17—"Obey those who rule over you, and be submissive, for they watch out for your souls, as those 

who must give account. Let them do so with joy and not with grief, for that would be unprofitable for 

you..." 
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3. The point being—obey and submit to them—because they have been given a serious and sober 

responsibility... 

4. My friends—I know it's impossible for you to really feel the weight and burden that pastors have upon 

them... 

5. Let me ask you parents—I know some of you are really burdened by some of the choices your children 

make... 

6. It may even keep you up at night—it's a constant pressure—a constant burden that brings pain to your 

soul... 

7. Well—what if you had 50 children—this is what Paul means when he described—"the weight of the 

churches..." 

8. Now—don't get me wrong—you love your children—and you're willing to lay your life down for their 

good... 

9. But this is my point—there is a responsibility placed upon pastors—which should motivate us to treat 

them properly...  

 

C. Elders are given to us from God 

 

1. That is—people should obey, pray for, honor, defend, support, and love their pastors—because they are 

given for their good...  

2. Heb.13:17—"Obey those who rule over you, and be submissive, for they watch out for your souls, as those 

who must give account. Let them do so with joy and not with grief, for that would be unprofitable for 

you..." 

3. That is—obey and submit to them—so that their labors would be done with joy and would not be grievous 

to them...   

4. "For that would be unprofitable for you"—that is—if YOU make their work joyful—it's going to profit 

YOU... 

5. [a] Proper treatment of elders—puts wind in their sail—which in turn brings benefit and profit to the 

people... 

6. [b] Proper treatment of elders—brings glory and joy to Christ—who in turn put's his blessing upon the 

ministry...  

7. My friends—if elders are gifts from Christ to His people—He will not take kindly to those who despise 

these gifts... 

8. John Calvin—"We cannot be troublesome or disobedient to our pastors without hazarding our own 

salvation..." 


