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““BBYY  WWHHAATT  AAUUTTHHOORRIITTYY……??””  
JJEESSUUSS’’  KKIINNGGDDOOMM  AAUUTTHHOORRIITTYY  

LLUUKKEE  2200::11--2266  
RREEVV..  CCHHAARRLLEESS  RR..  BBIIGGGGSS  

 
Introduction 
Jesus has triumphantly entered Jerusalem as Messianic King riding on a donkey’s colt 
and offering peace to all who believe, both Jew and Gentile (19:28-40; Zech. 9:9ff).  As 
Jesus enters Jerusalem he weeps over the city and pronounces a judgment on it for 
unbelief as Messianic Prophet (19:41-44).  Jesus reveals himself as Messianic Priest as he 
enters the temple to cleanse it and to teach the people the truth of God in the Scriptures 
(19:45-48; cf. Mal. 3:1ff). 
 
Now that Jesus has entered Jerusalem, revealing Himself as Messianic Prophet, Priest and 
King (see last sermon), his authority is questioned by the rulers and teachers in Israel who 
are part of the Sanhedrin.  In our passage this morning from Dr. Luke’s Gospel, Jesus 
continues to teach and preach the gospel in the temple and to answer questions about his 
authority that he has from God as the Beloved Son.   
 
Although Jerusalem and her temple will be destroyed as Jesus has predicted (19:41-44), 
nevertheless God’s vineyard will flourish in Jesus Christ, bearing much fruit that will last 
(John 15:1-7).  Those who believe in Jesus as Messianic Prophet, Priest and King will 
find in Jesus Christ the cornerstone to a new temple built upon the foundation of Jesus, 
the apostles and the prophets (Eph. 2:19-22).   
 
By the authority of God Himself, Jesus will not destroy or replace Israel, but he will 
reform her according to the Gospel of the Kingdom. 
 
Jesus Teaches and Preaches the Gospel 
All authority except God’s authority is derived authority.  This means that all people who 
have legitimate authority are accountable to someone else.  Their authority is given or 
granted to them by others and this legitimate authority should be honored.  Only God has 
authority by virtue of who he is as God and Creator, Redeemer and Lord of the world.  
All human beings will answer to God for how they used their authority and positions in 
this world. 
 
If God grants authority to someone, that person must be recognized as God’s authority. 
When God in eternity past granted authority to His Beloved Son, this was derived 
authority but it was unique because Jesus Christ was equal with God in power and glory.  
However, as Messianic Prophet, Priest and King Jesus was indeed sent on his Messianic-
Mission with the authority that God the Father had granted to him for the completion of 
his ministry and work for His people. 
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We should be reminded of Jesus’ authority ontologically (as it is related to his being one 
with God) as well as economically (as it is related to his having a particularly ministry or 
work to fulfill that is unique among the other members of the Trinity).  Jesus’ authority 
was unique because He was the Divine Son.  If anyone, including the Old Testament 
prophets had spoken the way Jesus did (although they possessed God-given authority), 
they would have been stoned for blasphemy (e.g.  “I and the Father are one…” “Before 
Abraham was I AM…”; cf. John 8:58-59).  Because Jesus is God in the flesh, he 
possesses an authority that is His by virtue of who He is as God.   
 
As Jesus Christ willingly submits to His Father in His ministry, his authority is not only 
inherent because he is God, but also derived from the Father as he fulfills His Messianic 
Mission and Ministry.  When Jesus speaks, he speaks as the very mouthpiece of God 
(like the prophets), but he also speaks as God himself because he is equal with God. 
 
As we learned in our last sermon (Luke 19:28-48) Jesus received the praise from the 
people of being Messianic King; Jesus wept over Jerusalem in prophetic judgment; Jesus 
cleansed the temple.  All of these acts revealed the authority that Jesus had from the 
Father to do these things.  In our passage today, that authority is questioned by the 
“authorities” of Israel.’ 
 
By God’s authority, Jesus came to fulfill all that was written about him in the Old 
Testament, including judgment upon Jerusalem and the temple.  As we learned in our last 
sermon, Jesus came to reform Israel according to God’s truth and to establish a new 
permanent and eternal temple found in Him!   
 
If Jesus did not have this rightful authority to do the things that he did in his ministry, 
then he was blatantly audacious and blasphemous! But he did (does indeed!) have 
authority because he was sent by God to reform Israel and to set up a new holy temple in 
himself. 
 
Jesus continues to teach and preach in the temple at this transition point in redemptive-
history (v. 1).  Although the temple will eventually be insignificant as a type, for now, 
Jesus continues to make known that the glory of God has returned to the temple for a 
season (v. 1- “Teaching the people in the temple and preaching the gospel”).  For a few 
(literally!) glorious days, the True Temple of God teaches and preaches in the typological 
temple of God in Israel (right before the people’s eyes, type gives way to anti-type). 
 
Our passage begins with Jesus using his authority to correctly teach the people how the 
Old Testament Scriptures are fulfilled in Him (cf. Luke 24:25-27, 44).  How do I know 
the content of Jesus’ teaching and preaching when Luke doesn’t specifically record the 
teachings and the sermons of Jesus in the temple?   
 
We should remember that Jesus’ message has always been about the “Gospel of the 
Kingdom” (Matthew 4:23; 9:35; 24:14) as it is here in this passage from Luke’s gospel; 
Jesus was teaching the people and preaching the gospel (v. 1). 
 



 3

The content of this message of the Gospel of the Kingdom is how Jesus Christ fulfills and 
is at the heart of all of the Old Testaments Scriptures.  All of the Old Testament (Moses, 
the Prophets, and the Writings) were about HIM (Luke 24:24-27; 44-48). 
 
As we learned in our last sermon on Luke 19:28-48, Jesus the Messianic Prophet, Priest 
and King has come to reform Israel according to the Gospel of the Kingdom, and so Jesus 
continues to teach and preach with the people who have ears to hear who are implicitly 
“hanging on to his every word” (19:48).  Jesus also continues to speak with authority 
from God in his teaching and preaching as he has done from the beginning of his 
ministry: 
 
ESV Luke 4:32 …and they were astonished at his teaching, for his word possessed authority. 
 
In the midst of opposition from Israel’s teachers, and on the eve of his rejection, 
humiliation and death by crucifixion in Jerusalem, Jesus is bringing the good news of 
the gospel to all who believe!  It is significant that in cleansing the temple in Jerusalem 
Jesus did not merely get rid of what did not belong there (the money changers) but added 
what was not there: the evangelistic gospel outreach that should have been the task and 
mission of Israel, particularly in the Court of the Gentiles (where the house of prayer had 
been exchanged for a house of profit and become a “den of robbers”; see last sermon on 
Luke 19:45-48). 
 
The temple’s purpose is now being fulfilled in Jesus through the teaching and preaching 
of the gospel, but the teachers and leaders in Israel seek to oppose and to destroy Jesus 
(19:47b- -the very opposite of “good news”- -in fact, very bad news for Israel and sadly 
for Israel’s leaders!).   
 
The temple authorities ask Jesus for his credentials: 
 
“Tell us by what authority do you do these things, or who it is that gave you this 
authority?” –v. 2 
 
The temple authorities desire to undermine Jesus’ popularity and influence among the 
people by showing publicly that they disprove of Jesus and he is not “one of them” and 
therefore he is not “legitimate” as a teacher (the intent of their question was, which 
includes in “these things”): 
 
“Why did you allow your followers to use Messianic Psalms as you entered Jerusalem? 
Why did you accept praise that belonged only to God (from Psalm 118)?”  
 
“Why did you take it upon yourself to “cleanse” this temple when you are not one of the 
temple authorities, neither are you a member of the Sanhedrin?”  
 
“Why are you teaching and preaching in “our” temple?” (19:48b; v. 2- “Tell us by what 
authority you do these things, or who is it that gave you this authority”).   
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What was the Sanhedrin?  The men who approach Jesus with this question are 
representatives of the Sanhedrin.  The Sanhedrin was the supreme Jewish religious, 
political and legal council (or assembly) in Jerusalem in NT times.  At least theoretically, 
the Jerusalem Sanhedrin’s sphere of authority extended over the spiritual, political and 
legal affairs of the Jews (Dictionary of Jesus and the Gospels).  Because of this sphere of 
authority, they are very curious to know where Jesus’ authority comes from (if not from 
them!).   
 
Dr. Luke mentions specifically the chief priests, scribes (legal experts) and elders of 
Israel who made up the Sanhedrin in Jerusalem (v. 1).  The authority of these men come 
from the purity of their birthright (in the case of the priests), in their education (in the 
case of the scribes), and in their good fortune of having been born into Jerusalem families 
of high status and in close proximity and relationships to the Jerusalem temple.  Chief 
priests gained their titles not by Old Testament regulation but by their central connection 
to Jerusalem and their association with the administration and oversight of temple affairs 
(Green, NICNT, pg. 700).   
 
If these men had authority, and Jesus was not recognized by them as authoritative, where 
did Jesus get his authority?  Let us consider Jesus’ authority in the larger text of the 
Gospels of Luke and John: 
 
ESV Luke 4:32 and they were astonished at his teaching, for his word possessed authority. 
 
ESV Luke 4:36 And they were all amazed and said to one another, "What is this word? For with authority 
and power he commands the unclean spirits, and they come out!" 
 
ESV Luke 5:24 But that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins"- he 
said to the man who was paralyzed- "I say to you, rise, pick up your bed and go home." 
 
ESV John 5:27 And [God] he has given him authority to execute judgment, because he is the Son of Man. 
 
ESV John 7:17-18: If anyone's will is to do God's will, he will know whether the teaching is from God or 
whether I am speaking on my own authority. The one who speaks on his own authority seeks his own 
glory, but the one who seeks the glory of him who sent him is true, and in him there is no falsehood. 
 
ESV John 8:28 So Jesus said to them, "When you have lifted up the Son of Man, then you will know that 
I am he, and that I do nothing on my own authority, but speak just as the Father taught me. 
 
ESV John 12:49 For I have not spoken on my own authority, but the Father who sent me has himself 
given me a commandment- what to say and what to speak. 
 
ESV John 14:10 Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say 
to you I do not speak on my own authority, but the Father who dwells in me does his works. 
 
Jesus counters the Sanhedrin’s question concerning from where his authority comes with 
a question on the authority of John’s baptism.  Jesus asks them whether John’s baptism 
was from heaven or from man (man-made or without God-given authority) (v. 3- “I also 
will ask you a question. Now tell me, was the baptism of John from heaven or from 
man?”).  In speaking about the authority of John’s baptism, Jesus boils the Sanhedrin’s 
question down to two choices: Either his authority is from God or from man. 
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Jesus refers to John the Baptist because he was the prophetic forerunner of Messiah who 
pointed to Jesus Christ as the Messiah-Lamb of God (John 1:29ff- -Even after John’s 
death he is still bearing witness to the Lamb of God as prophet from God through this 
question of Jesus!).  Jesus has had a prophetic witness to himself and his ministry who 
was called, commissioned and sent with prophetic authority from God to make him 
known.  Jesus has not merely witnessed to his own authority, but has had a witness to His 
authority as Messianic King: 
 
ESV John 1:6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness, to bear 
witness about the light, that all might believe through him. 8 He was not the light, but came to bear 
witness about the light." 
 
ESV John 1:34 And I have seen and have borne witness that this is the Son of God." 
 
ESV John 5:31 If I alone bear witness about myself, my testimony is not deemed true. 32 There is another 
who bears witness about me, and I know that the testimony that he bears about me is true. 33 You sent to 
John, and he has borne witness to the truth. 
 
Jesus is asking his interlocutors essentially: “If John the Baptist bore prophetic witness to 
me, then why do you not believe and accept my authority from God?”  We should be 
reminded that when John came preaching in the wilderness, many in Israel believed his 
preparatory Messianic message and repented and were baptized.  But the leaders of Israel 
“rejected the purpose of God for themselves” that is, they rejected John the Baptist’s 
authority as the one sent from God as God’s forerunner to His Beloved Son: 
 
ESV Luke 3:3 And he went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for 
the forgiveness of sins. 
 
ESV Luke 7:29 ( When all the people heard this, and the tax collectors too, they declared God just, having 
been baptized with the baptism of John, 30 but the Pharisees and the lawyers rejected the purpose of God 
for themselves, not having been baptized by him.) 
 
In verses 5-7, the representatives of the Sanhedrin discuss among themselves in a 
hypocritical manner about whether John’s authority was from heaven or not.  They 
realize that Jesus has trapped them. 
 
If they answer in the affirmative that John the Baptist had real prophetic authority given 
by God from heaven, then they would be accountable to his message.  Jesus will then ask: 
“Why didn’t you repent and be baptized in preparation for Messiah who is me; why do 
you reject his witness to the light?!” 
 
If the representatives of the Sanhedrin answer that John’s authority was from merely 
man, that is earthly (the devil), then the people who did realize he was a true prophet of 
God would stone them because that would imply he was a false prophet for pointing to 
the wrong Messianic figure (Exodus 17:4; Numbers 14:10; Luke 13:34; Acts 5:26; 7:58; 
14:19)!  We should remember that many of those surrounding Jesus had been baptized by 
John the Baptist just a mere three years back and by God’s grace have lived a life of 
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repentance and godliness because of the reality of Jesus Christ in their lives (The people 
were convinced that John the Baptist was a prophet, v. 6). 
 
The Sanhedrin was on the horns of a dilemma! The hunters become the hunted! 
 
How do they answer? : “We don’t know” (v. 7).  All of a sudden the great and 
knowledgeable teachers of Israel became agnostics!  “We don’t know.” This is the classic 
yet lame bureaucratic “no comment” (Bock, Vol. II, pg. 1582).  They take the “fifth” as 
we Americans might say.  What kinds of teachers are these?  
 
Teachers are to be good shepherds who watch over God’s flock. If John was a true 
prophet sent from God then they should encourage the people to listen and obey his 
instructions to repent and be baptized and follow Jesus.  If John was a false prophet, then 
they should have warned the people of the danger!  As one teacher wrote: “This move is 
less than satisfying for those who are supposed to bear the nation’s religious authority by 
possessing theological discernment” (Quoted in Bock, Vol. II, pg. 1588). 
 
But they could do neither; they were spineless men who sought to cover their own 
wickedness with bureaucratic double-speak. 
 
Jesus says in response to this convenient agnosticism: “Neither will I tell you by what 
authority I do these things.”  If they are incompetent to judge [as teachers of Israel] John 
the Baptist, how can they hope to be competent to judge Jesus” (Bock, pg. 1588)? 
 
And the words of Luke 19:44 echoes in our ears: “…Because you did not know the 
time of your visitation." 
 
As Jesus points out to the Teachers of Israel elsewhere: 
 
ESV John 5:39-40: You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; and it 
is they that bear witness about me, 40 yet you refuse to come to me that you may have life. 
 
ESV John 8:45 But because I tell the truth, you do not believe me. 
 
What is hard for us all to grasp is that Israel did indeed know the truth that Jesus was who 
he said he was, but was suppressing this truth and reality in unbelief (Rom. 1:18-25).  
Jesus says clearly that because I tell you the truth, you do not believe me (He doesn’t say 
in John 8:45 because you don’t understand or know the truth- -but because I tell you the 
truth (cause), you do not believe me (effect).   
 
In other words, Israel had missed Messiah and the day of visitation because they 
suppressed the truth about Jesus Christ that had been made clearly known to them in the 
scriptures and in his life and ministry, and exchanged it with a lie.   
 
Jesus wins the first round of this dramatic theological battle that will continue between 
him and Israel’s teachers and leaders. 
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Parable of the Wicked Tenants 
Jesus explains the Parable of the Wicked Tenants to rebuke and indict the teachers and 
leaders of Israel for disobeying and rejecting God’s authority in Jesus Christ.  We should 
take note that part of the way Jesus reveals his authority from God is specifically through 
this parable.  This parable also reveals the authority that Jesus has from God. 
 
This parable is based on Isaiah’s prophecy, in chapter 5 (see also Isaiah 27:2ff; Jeremiah 
2:21; Ezekiel 19:10-14; Hosea 10:1): 
 
ESV Isaiah 5:1-7: Let me sing for my beloved my love song concerning his vineyard: My beloved had a 
vineyard on a very fertile hill. 2 He dug it and cleared it of stones, and planted it with choice vines; he 
built a watchtower in the midst of it, and hewed out a wine vat in it; and he looked for it to yield grapes, 
but it yielded wild grapes. 3 And now, O inhabitants of Jerusalem and men of Judah, judge between me 
and my vineyard. 4 What more was there to do for my vineyard, that I have not done in it? When I looked 
for it to yield grapes, why did it yield wild grapes? 5 And now I will tell you what I will do to my vineyard. 
I will remove its hedge, and it shall be devoured; I will break down its wall, and it shall be trampled 
down. 6 I will make it a waste; it shall not be pruned or hoed, and briers and thorns shall grow up; I will 
also command the clouds that they rain no rain upon it. 7 For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts is the 
house of Israel, and the men of Judah are his pleasant planting; and he looked for justice, but behold, 
bloodshed; for righteousness, but behold, an outcry! 
 
The Story 
A man (representing God the Father) planted a vineyard and for a long time let it out to 
tenants (Teachers of Israel) so that fruit might be borne for the master (this is basically 
the story of the Old Testament).  When a servant (prophets are often called “slaves” or 
“servants” in the OT, cf. 1 Kings 14:18; 15:29; 2 Kings 10:10; Isaiah 20:3) of the master 
came to receive what rightfully belonged to the master, the tenants beat the servant and 
sent him away. 
 
The tenants rejected the authority of the master and his first sent servant (prophet).  So 
the master sent another servant (prophet).  They beat him and treated him shamelessly as 
well and sent him away rejecting the authority of the master. 
 
The third servant came and they wounded him and cast him out rejecting the authority of 
the master. 
 
So the master decided he would send his beloved son with hopes that the tenants will 
respect him (That is, will obey and honor his authority.  Remember not to press parables 
too literally; the parable does not reveal God as if he does not omnisciently know the end 
from the beginning- -this is just a way of speaking so that Jesus’ point can be poignantly 
made).   
 
We should be reminded of the earlier scripture in Dr. Luke’s Gospel that spoke of Jesus 
as the “Beloved Son”; in this passage, Jesus is revealed at the beginning of his ministry as 
God’s beloved son with authority from heaven: 
 
ESV Luke 3:21-22: Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and 
was praying, the heavens were opened, 22 and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form, like a 
dove; and a voice came from heaven, "You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased." 
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ESV Luke 9:35 And a voice came out of the cloud, saying, "This is my Son, my Chosen One;1 listen to 
him!" 
 
Jesus reveals himself as the Beloved Son in continuity with as well as contrast to the 
prophets before him.  As we have learned in other sermons on the Gospel of Luke, Jesus 
is the Great and Final Messianic Prophet.  He is like the prophets before him in that he is 
the mouthpiece of God and carries God’s revelation authority.  He is more than the 
prophets before him in that he is the Son of God, equal with God in power and 
authority and glory! 
 
But again, the tenants showed their disregard and disobedience to the authority of their 
master.  This time because they did realize that this was the beloved son (suppressing the 
truth and exchanging it with a lie!!) and heir of the master, in hatred and vehemence they 
decide to kill him so that the inheritance might be their own.  They killed him and threw 
him out of the vineyard that rightly belonged to him! 
 
ESV Luke 19:47 And he was teaching daily in the temple. The chief priests and the scribes and the 
principal men of the people were seeking to destroy him… 
 
Jesus then asks for all to ponder the parable (v. 15b: “What then will the owner of the 
vineyard do to them?”).  What would/should the master do to these wicked tenants who 
have produced no fruit in their master’s vineyard, disobeyed and rejected three of his 
servants who were sent by him, and ultimately have rejected and killed his beloved son?   
 
Jesus teaches that the master or owner of the vineyard will come and destroy those 
tenant-servants and give the vineyard to others who will produce fruit.  Jesus is seeking to 
indict the Israelite leaders for rejecting God’s will and authority and so that they might 
pass judgment upon themselves (Beale and Carson, pg. 362) only to seek refuge, 
salvation and hope in Jesus Christ alone! 
 
As we learn from other scriptures, Israel was not characterized by obedience to God’s 
word or fruitfulness as a vine should have been, but Israel was characterized by and 
known for persecuting and killing the prophets who were sent to her: 
 
ESV Nehemiah 9:26 "Nevertheless, they were disobedient and rebelled against you and cast your law 
behind their back and killed your prophets, who had warned them in order to turn them back to you, and 
they committed great blasphemies. 
 
ESV Jeremiah 25:4-7: You have neither listened nor inclined your ears to hear, although the LORD 
persistently sent to you all his servants the prophets, 5 saying, 'Turn now, every one of you, from his evil 
way and evil deeds, and dwell upon the land that the LORD has given to you and your fathers from of 
old and forever. 6 Do not go after other gods to serve and worship them, or provoke me to anger with the 
work of your hands. Then I will do you no harm.' 7 Yet you have not listened to me, declares the LORD, 
that you might provoke me to anger with the work of your hands to your own harm. 
 
Acts 7:51-52: "You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, you always resist the Holy 
Spirit. As your fathers did, so do you. 52 Which of the prophets did not your fathers persecute? And they 
killed those who announced beforehand the coming of the Righteous One, whom you have now betrayed 
and murdered... 
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Describing the strong faith of the prophets, the Author of the Book of Hebrews describes 
the treatment of the prophets in this way: 
 
ESV Hebrews 11:37 They were stoned, they were sawn in two, they were killed with the sword. They went 
about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, afflicted, mistreated- 38 of whom the world was not worthy- 
wandering about in deserts and mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth. 
 
It is evident that the teachers of Israel who made up the Sanhedrin understood clearly and 
realized that Jesus was speaking about them (v. 19b).  This is why the Jewish authorities 
seek immediately to find some concrete cause to hand Jesus over to the authorities: 
 
ESV Luke 20:19 The scribes and the chief priests sought to lay hands on him at that very hour, for they 
perceived that he had told this parable against them, but they feared the people. 
 
Not only do the teachers of Israel clearly understand Jesus’ parable concerning him 
giving the vineyard to others, but the crowds reply to Jesus’ pointed judgment in shocked 

disbelief- - “Surely not!” (v. 16b- �w. �r��ox�o -As Paul used this phrase in Romans 6:2, 15 –
only time other than in Paul’s Epistles this phrase of “God forbid!” or “May it never be!” 
is used).   
 
It is clear to those in the crowds who heard this judgment against Israel’s teachers that 
they understand the meaning of the parable.  Why is this here? So that the people will 
stop to think about whether they are truly part of God’s vineyard- -because of the grace of 
God found in Christ.  It is to cause them to stop and think whether they are truly heirs of 
the vineyard, subordinate to God’s Kingdom Authority in Christ, and those who produce 
fruit because of His grace. 
 
ESV Luke 20:16 He will come and destroy those tenants and give the vineyard to others." When they 
heard this, they said, "Surely not!" 
 
And the final comment of Jesus in this parable ties us into our sermon from last week 
when Jesus prophesied the destruction of Jerusalem and the Temple as the place where 
God dwells with his people.  Jesus quotes from Psalm 118:22 (this is in response to the 
people responding with “God forbid!” (v. 16); Jesus looks directly at them and asks 
“What then is this that is written?”- - “You are Israel’s teacher and do not know these 
things?!” v. 17; cf. John 3:6-10): 

 
“The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone.” 

 
In Jesus’ quotation of at the end of the parable, there are three Old Testament scriptures 
brought together by Jesus to judge the Sanhedrin or teachers of Israel (Psalm 118; Isaiah 
8; Daniel 2): 
 

ESV Psalm 118:22 The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone. 
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ESV Isaiah 8:14 And he will become a sanctuary and a stone of offense and a rock of stumbling to both 
houses of Israel, a trap and a snare to the inhabitants of Jerusalem. 15 And many shall stumble on it. 
They shall fall and be broken; they shall be snared and taken." 
 
ESV Daniel 2:34 As you looked, a stone was cut out by no human hand, and it struck the image on its feet 
of iron and clay, and broke them in pieces. 35 Then the iron, the clay, the bronze, the silver, and the gold, 
all together were broken in pieces, and became like the chaff of the summer threshing floors; and the 
wind carried them away, so that not a trace of them could be found. But the stone that struck the image 
became a great mountain and filled the whole earth… 
 
ESV Daniel 2:44-45: And in the days of those kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom that shall 
never be destroyed, nor shall the kingdom be left to another people. It shall break in pieces all these 
kingdoms and bring them to an end, and it shall stand forever, 45 just as you saw that a stone was cut 
from a mountain by no human hand, and that it broke in pieces the iron, the bronze, the clay, the silver, 
and the gold. A great God has made known to the king what shall be after this. The dream is certain, and 
its interpretation sure." 
 
By tying (linking) these three Scriptures together, Jesus is saying that He and His Divine 
Messianic Ministry will be (1) the stone the builders (leaders of Israel) rejected, a 
“rejected stone”; (2) the stone of offence and a rock of stumbling to both houses of 
Israel, an “offensive stumbling stone”; and (3) a stone that was cut out by God himself 
and would bring all opposing kingdoms to an end, a “crushing stone” (a stone with 
God’s authority to crush and destroy those who oppose it).  It is interesting to note that in 
Rabbinical interpretation in Judaism, all three of these Old Testament text were 
understood to speak of Messiah (see also Gen. 28:17-19; Zechariah 4:8-10). 
 
Bock comments: “In the ancient world this stone bore the weight of two intersecting 
walls and was crucial to the building’s stability. Luke’s use of the psalm’s imagery is 
typological and prophetic” (Bock, Vol. II, pg. 1603). 
 

Those who reject his stone will either be broken into pieces [s��e�a�o�ax] or crushed into bits [�x��a�q] 
like chaff that will be destroyed (cf. Luke 3:17). 
 
ESV Luke 20:18 Everyone who falls on that stone will be broken to pieces, and when it falls on anyone, it 
will crush him." 
 
The representatives of the Sanhedrin are hearing Jesus say clearly that they are to be the 
ones who would fulfill the Old Testament prophecy of Psalm 118:22 by being those God 
had said he would destroy in Israel (“He will come and destroy those tenants…”).   
 
The tenants will be destroyed (the teachers of Israel) but not the Vineyard itself (who is 
believing Israel).  The Vineyard in Christ will be fruitful by God’s grace as He promised 
in the Old Covenant!  Those in Israel who believe in Jesus Christ and receive him as 
God’s authoritative prophetic Messenger and Messianic King will indeed be part of a 
fruitful vineyard as Isaiah prophesied about: 
 
ESV Isaiah 27:1-6: In that day the LORD with his hard and great and strong sword will punish Leviathan 
the fleeing serpent, Leviathan the twisting serpent, and he will slay the dragon that is in the sea. 2 In that 
day, "A pleasant vineyard, sing of it! 3 I, the LORD, am its keeper; every moment I water it. Lest anyone 
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punish it, I keep it night and day; 4 I have no wrath. Would that I had thorns and briers to battle! I 
would march against them, I would burn them up together. 5 Or let them lay hold of my protection, let 
them make peace with me, let them make peace with me." 6 In days to come Jacob shall take root, Israel 
shall blossom and put forth shoots and fill the whole world with fruit. 
 
As Jesus says himself referred to full eschatological realization of the vineyard “in Him”: 
 
ESV John 15:1-6: "I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. 2 Every branch of mine that does 
not bear fruit he takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more 
fruit. 3 Already you are clean because of the word that I have spoken to you. 4 Abide in me, and I in you. 
As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in 
me. 5 I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much 
fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. 6 If anyone does not abide in me he is thrown away like a 
branch and withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 
 
Sing of the pleasant vineyard unto the LORD! Sing as the pleasant vineyard as his 
people who are united to Christ the Vine by faith- -you are God’s vineyard if you 
believe in Jesus Christ! You are those who can sing because of the grace that has been 
shown to you- -the mercy and favor of God! 
 
It should be pointed out again (as we looked at this in our last sermon from Luke 19:28-
48) that although Jerusalem will be judged this is not the end for Israel.  Jesus did not 
come to destroy or replace Israel, but only to reform her.  The new Reformed Israel is 
made up of both Jew and Gentiles believers in Christ who produce fruit by God’s grace 
as his restored vineyard. 
 
As Professor Geldenhuys wrote: “Believers in Jesus (from whatever nation) will be the 
new, true Israel, God’s vineyard, and other leaders will be the workers in His vineyard—
namely, the apostles, and after them all who have been called to minister spiritually to 
His Church on earth (this ultimately extends, therefore, to every ordinary believer)” 
(Luke, pg. 498). 
 
Professor Joel Green wrote: “…It is not Israel itself that will be destroyed [in the 
parable], for the people of God will receive new leadership. The identity of these ‘others’ 
is not specified here [v. 16], though it will be later: Jesus and the apostles (Luke 22:28-
30; cf. Acts 1:1-11)” (Green, NICNT, pg. 708). 
 

Jesus says to his Apostles: “…and I assign to you, as my Father assigned to me, a 
kingdom…” 

 
Jesus is judging the teachers of Israel for insubordination and rejecting his authority as 
rightful Master and King over them- - they will be judged and the kingdom taken from 
them- -but this will not be the end of Israel- -Believing Israel (made up of both Jews and 
Gentiles) will be the Church who continues to witness to the Kingdom of God in Jesus 
(Matt. 28:18-20).   
 
The vineyard spoken of in the Old Testament and used as an image in this parable is 
Jesus’ Vineyard –and those who will be part of the vineyard, must find this reality and 
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hope of inheritance “in Him”!  The “pleasant vineyard” of which Isaiah the prophet spoke 
(27:2) is the vineyard that bears fruit that will last in Jesus Christ- -this is the True Israel 
(cf. John 15:1ff). 
 

“The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone.”   
 

The rejection of the stone (who is Christ) has become the new cornerstone of a new 
temple that Jesus will build upon Himself and His ministry (see last sermon on Luke 

19:28-48).   
 

In Jesus Christ, the new Reformed Israel finds their eschatological temple in Him- -the 
true stone that has become the cornerstone. 

 
Paul writes to the predominantly Gentile believers at Ephesus (“He will come and destroy 
those tenants and give the vineyard to others”- Luke 20:16b): 
 
ESV Ephesians 2:19-22: So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with 
the saints and members of the household of God, 20 built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, 
Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, 21 in whom the whole structure, being joined together, grows 
into a holy temple in the Lord. 22 In him you also are being built together into a dwelling place for God 
by the Spirit. 
 
As Beale and Carson comments: “The rejected Messiah will build a new house, a new 
“temple” (pg. 364). 
 
The new temple will be his body laid down for those whom he loves and those united to 
Him by the Spirit will receive the blessings of God’s temple as God’s covenant presence 
will indwell them! 
 
ESV John 2:19-22: Jesus answered them, "Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up." 20 The 
Jews then said, "It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and will you raise it up in three days?" 
21 But he was speaking about the temple of his body. 22 When therefore he was raised from the dead, his 
disciples remembered that he had said this, and they believed the Scripture and the word that Jesus had 
spoken. 
 
This new house or temple is because of the imminent destruction and judgment that is 
upon Jerusalem for rejecting Jesus as Messianic Prophet, Priest and King.  Jesus uses the 
parable to challenge the Jewish people who have ears to hear to flee from the coming 
wrath upon the old Israel that is represented by the Jewish leaders and find salvation in 
the new and Reformed Israelite Temple in Jesus Christ! 
 
“By what authority…” Jesus as Messianic Prophet, Priest and King who has been sent 
from God and is the Beloved Son has authority to bring judgment on those who reject him 
as their king: 
 
ESV Luke 19:14 But his citizens hated him and sent a delegation after him, saying, 'We do not want this 
man to reign over us.' 
 
As the Apostle Peter wrote about Christ and those who reject him: 
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ESV 1 Peter 2:6-8: For it stands in Scripture: "Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen 
and precious, and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame." 7 So the honor is for you who 
believe, but for those who do not believe, "The stone that the builders rejected has become the 
cornerstone," 8 and "A stone of stumbling, and a rock of offense." They stumble because they disobey 
the word, as they were destined to do. 
 
But for those who believe, they are made a cleansed and holy temple where God dwells 
with man: 
 
2 Corinthians 6:16-7:1: For we are the temple of the living God; as God said, "I will make my dwelling 
among them and walk among them, and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 17 Therefore go 
out from their midst, and be separate from them, says the Lord, and touch no unclean thing; then I will 
welcome you, 18 and I will be a father to you, and you shall be sons and daughters to me, says the Lord 
Almighty."7:1 Since we have these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from every defilement of 
body and spirit, bringing holiness to completion in the fear of God. 
 
As the great Reformed Baptist preacher said in the 19th century: “If you reject him 
[Jesus], he answers you with tears; if you wound him, he bleeds out cleansing; if you kill 
him, he dies to redeem; if you bury him, he rises again to bring resurrection. Jesus is love 
made manifest” (Spurgeon, The Metropolitan Tabernacle, Vol. 33, sermon 1, 951; quoted 
in Hughes, Luke, Vol. II, pg. 257). 
 
Round two goes to Jesus in this theological match, and Jesus increases the leaders’ 
hostility by going on the theological offensive against them! 
 
Caesar’s Authority and Jesus’ Authority 
The teachers of Israel clearly understand that Jesus has spoken against them (v. 19), and 
so Jesus had revealed to all who witnessed and heard the parable the Sanhedrin’s 
murderous intentions of killing the son.   
 
In response, they are more cautious now; rather than coming to Jesus themselves, Israel’s 
teachers keep a close eye on Jesus from afar monitoring his behavior and send spies to 
interact with and seek to trap him (v. 20).  In response to Jesus’ parable the Bible says: 
“So thy watched him and sent spies…” Why? Because Jesus was so popular and they 
“feared the people” (v. 19b). 
 
Jesus is approached not by the scribes and chief priests to be questioned about his 
authority - -but by spies- -or more precisely the Sanhedrin’s disciples who are acting as 
spies for them and hiding under the cloak of being Jesus’ disciples who desire to learn 
(cf. Matthew 22:16).   
 
These leaders and teachers of Israel were seeking to destroy him and to lay hands on him 
to arrest him (v. 19b).  Spies were sent who pretended hypocritically to be sincere (v. 
20a) as they sought to catch him as a rabbit in a trap (notice verses 20 and 26 twice 
referring to the motive of the spies to “catch” or “trap” Jesus). 
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They ask Jesus an authority question now so that they might have reason to deliver him 
up to the Roman authorities (v. 20b).  Jesus’ answer is ingenious and there is no question 
why this is one of Jesus’ most known phrases.  In fact, in answering these spies of the 
Sanhedrin Jesus reveals himself as nothing less than the Wisdom of God incarnate (Luke 
11:49; cf. Col. 2:3; 1 Cor. 2:7; Eph. 3:10). 
 
The spies (or disciples of the Sanhedrin) approach Jesus with flattering words in verse 21 
(their lips honor him but their hearts are far from him, cf. Matt. 15:1-7).  If you notice 
carefully the way the question is asked by the spies:  
 
“Teacher…Is it lawful for us to give tribute to Caesar, or not?” 
 
The spies are asking Jesus if it is acceptable according to the Law of Moses (“lawful”) to 
give tribute (or “poll tax”) to Caesar (implied in the question is the implication of “It is 
not, is it?!”). 
 
In 6 A.D. there were some Palestinian Jewish zealots who resisted paying the tribute tax 
and taught their disciples that the payment of tribute to Caesar was inconsistent with 
one’s confession of faith in the one God, the sole ruler of Israel (Green, pg. 715).  
Knowledge of this incident (and perhaps others like it) is part of the motivation for asking 
Jesus this question in seeking to trap him.  The question: “Is it lawful” was a noteworthy 
and contemporary discussion among Jews in Jesus’ time. 
 
The spies desire either to upset the people’s devotion to Jesus or to upset the Roman 
authorities so that he might be arrested and then the Sanhedrin is not perceived as 
responsible for Jesus’ demise.  To ask Jesus about tribute taxes to Caesar was to ask a 
question of interest to both the Jewish people and the Roman authorities. 
 
Jews did not like to pay tribute taxes to ungodly Rome; Rome did not want anyone 
rebelling or undermining her authority (and specifically the authority of the emperor) by 

NOT paying tribute taxes to the state.  The Roman tribute tax [�o��o� phoros] was relatively 
minor requiring an annual payment of one denarius (a day’s wage) from every adult 
male.  The tribute tax represented for the Jews an annual reminder of not only their 
financial obligation, but more importantly their subjection to a Roman (foreign, non-
Jewish) overlord (Green, NICNT, pg. 711). 
 
Part of the reasoning behind the question in the light of Jesus’ incredible popularity (and 
the reason why the Sanhedrin was apprehensive about nabbing Jesus immediately) was so 
that if Jesus answers “It is good to give tribute to Caesar” then the people would 
perceive that he supports Rome and is not the Messiah who many thought would deliver 
them from Roman rule and oppression; if Jesus answers “It is not good to give tribute to 
Caesar” then he would be perceived by Rome as another Jewish rabble rouser and 
trouble making zealot who must be stopped in his rebellion and undermining of Caesar’s 
authority. 
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Jesus sees right through their disguise and dishonest chicanery and craftiness (v. 23- pa�o���x�a, a� f 
trickery, deceit, craftiness, cunning). 
 
In response, Jesus asks for a coin a denarius and asks: “Whose likeness and inscription 
does it have?”  On the coin would have been the picture of Tiberius Caesar, a powerful 
and ruthless king and sovereign over the Jews.  Paying him tribute for his rule over them 
was the Jewish duty and a sign of obeying his kingdom rule (albeit a temporal one).  
 
 On the coin that Jesus used to answer their question was the inscription: “Tiberius 
Caesar, son of the divine Augustus, Augustus” [TIBERIVS CAESAR DIVI AUGUSTI 
FILIVS AVGVSTVS].  We should be reminded that a ruler’s power over a people 
extended as far as his coins were worth something in trade and accepted as having 
monetary value (For example, you cannot use U.S. “dollars” and/or U.S. “fives” in 
China, France or Russia because they do not acknowledge the authority of the inscription 
on the coins nor the backing of the U.S. treasury).  Incidentally, on the other side of the 
coin would have been an image of Livia who was pictured as an incarnation of the 
goddess of peace with the inscription “high priest” (Bock, Vol. II, pg. 1612). 
 
The practical reality of Caesar reigning over the Jews was the fact that they used coins 
with his inscription in trade thus showing that he had the authority of being emperor. 
 
Jesus answers the “yes” or “no” question put to him with a brilliantly wise statement: 
 

“Render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s”. 
 
“By what authority…?”  Jesus here reveals that although His Eternal Kingdom is being 
manifested in His Person and Work, nevertheless the time has not come to destroy all 
other temporal kingdoms, including Rome (cf. Luke 19:11).  There will be a time when 
this will take place at the end of time according to God’s eternal plan (1 Cor. 15:21-26).  
But for now, Jesus’ authority does not suppress or supplant the political kingdoms of this 
age (cf. Beale and Carson, pg. 365). 
 
“Render to Caesar…” :Caesar’s Sphere of Authority 
Jesus’ Kingdom has priority over all other kingdoms, and His Kingdom people must first 
be fully devoted to His Kingdom before all other allegiances, but nevertheless, these 
temporal kingdoms find a place in God’s sovereign plan for history. In fact, to obey and 
honor earthly kings (when they do not oppose or interfere with our obedience to God) is a 
way of our obeying God (Think of fifth commandment interpretation in the Larger 
Catechism; see also Luke 3:12-13; Romans 13:1-7; 1 Peter 2:13-17).  As the Bible 
teaches elsewhere: 
 
ESV Daniel 2:21 He changes times and seasons; he removes kings and sets up kings; he gives wisdom to 
the wise and knowledge to those who have understanding… 
 
ESV Proverbs 8:15 By me kings reign, and rulers decree what is just; 16 by me princes rule, and nobles, all 
who govern justly. 
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The people acknowledge Caesar as earthly ruler by using coinage with his inscription and 
were not refused (the coins were worth something because of his legitimate authority), so 
they should also recognize his authority in God’s sovereignty as being an earthly ruler 
that has been placed over them according to God’s will.  The authority that had been 
given to Caesar Tiberius was given and granted sovereignly by God (regardless of how 
ungodly and far from the covenant he may have been). 
 
Jesus says to Pilate at his trial before his crucifixion: 
 
ESV John 19:11 Jesus answered him, "You would have no authority over me at all unless it had been 
given you from above. 
 

Thus men who are under his rule should obey his authority and “render” [a�podx�dq�x apodidomi] 

a stronger word than merely to “give”.  a�podx�dq�x means not merely to give, but to give back as 
in the sense of honor, repay, or fulfill one’s vows to another.  The word translated 
“render” in the ESV means to pay what one owes in the sense of give to Caesar what 
rightly belongs to him (cf. Luke 4:20; 7:42; 10:35; Lev. 6:4). 
 
Jesus is teaching the people to obey authority, whether it be the legitimate earthly 
authority of Tiberius Caesar or whether it be the supreme heavenly authority of God 
found and realized in Jesus Christ.  Jesus implies in his answer that reverence, submission 
and obedience should be given to Caesar and all earthly authorities unless this would 
conflict with one’s highest loyalty and obedience to God himself. 
 
Former chaplain of the United States Senate, Richard Halverson commented on earthly 
kingdoms and their derived authority from God: “To be sure, men will abuse and misuse 
the institution of the State just as men because of sin have abused and misused very other 
institution in history including the Church of Jesus Christ; but this does not mean that the 
institution is bad or that it should be forsaken. It simply means that men are sinners and 
rebels in God’s world, and this is the way they behave with good institutions. As a matter 
of fact, it is because of this very sin that there must be human government to maintain 
order in history until the final and ultimate rule of Jesus Christ is established. Human 
government is better than anarchy, and the Christian must recognize the ‘divine right’ of 
the State” (Prologue to Prison, pg. 223). 
 
“…Render to God…” :God’s Sphere of Authority 
As citizens of the temporal kingdom of Rome the people are to pay homage and honor 
that is rightly due to Caesar their king and ruler because his image is on the coins (he 
possesses God-given derived authority) so should all men give unto God the glory due to 
his Name through obedience because mankind is made in God’s image.   
 

As Caesar should be honored as Lord because his image was on the coins the people 
used, so God should be honored because his image is on every man. 
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Caesar’s image was on the coin and so the coinage and taxation rightly belonged to him 
because of his authority; so God’s image is on every human being, and every human 
being must answer to God and His authority –because God is the LORD, all humans 
made in His image belong to him and must recognize His rightful lordship over them as 
Creator and Redeemer.  
 
Jesus is saying to the Jewish leadership and all those who have ears to hear that if you 
recognize my authority as the Son of Man or the “Beloved Son” of the parable, then you 
would realize that in order to render rightly what is due to God, one must recognize 
God’s authority in the Person and Work of Jesus Christ. 
 
All mankind are made in God the Creator’s image (Gen. 1:26-28) and should render to 
God reverence, submission and obedience wholeheartedly.  Yet mankind falls short of the 
glory of God- -they cannot find the strength within them to be obedient as God requires. 
 
So in this passage of God’s command and demands by Christ, Christ is implicitly 
presenting himself as the hope of all mankind.  In Jesus Christ, God grants forgiveness to 
wayward rebels who have fought against his will and Kingdom rule.   
 
God not only grants forgiveness to wayward rebels but calls them “sons” and “heirs” of 
the Kingdom “in HIM”; As Jesus promised earlier in Dr. Luke’s Gospel: 
 
ESV Luke 12:32 "Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom. 
 
In Jesus Christ, we find the Beloved Son who was sent, who was fully reverent, 
submissive and obedient to God’s call and commission.  We find in Jesus Christ one who 
perfectly rendered to Caesar and to God what was their right tribute, honor and due.   
 
When we believe, God grants Jesus’ perfect keeping of the Law and perfect reverence, 
honor and submission to God’s Kingdom rule to we who believe.  We become by faith as 
those who have fully given to God what was the glorious due to His Holy Name! 
 
Jesus Christ is the revelation of God’s authority in this world and so all men should show 
homage and honor to Christ as God’s King- -all mankind should recognize His God-
given authority and bow in submission to him!  Jesus is the King of kings and Lord of 
lords (Rev. 19:11ff).  All authority has been granted to Jesus Christ as he makes this 
known in the preaching and proclamation of the Gospel of the Kingdom: 
 
ESV Matthew 28:18-20: Jesus came and said to them, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been 
given to me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in1 the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And 
behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age." 
 
The teachers and leaders of Israel were not crafty enough at this point to catch Jesus in 
what he said; the Bible says: “…But marveling at his answer they became silent” (v. 
26b).  The people in Luke’s Gospel marvel a lot at what Jesus taught and did in his 
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Messianic Mission (Luke 9:43; 24:12; 24:41)- -here their marveling causes their mouths 
to be shut tight before God! (cf. Rom. 3:19) 
 
Round three goes to Jesus as he against wins the theological match against Israel’s 
sparring teachers! 
 
But this is not the end of the wicked schemes and plots of Israel’s teachers.  Although 
Jesus ingeniously and wisely countered their crafty schemes here with the truth of God, 
nevertheless, these same teachers will lie and twist his words later at his crucifixion when 
they will say to the Roman authorities: 
 
ESV Luke 23:2 And they began to accuse him, saying, "We found this man misleading our nation and 
forbidding us to give tribute to Caesar, and saying that he himself is Christ, a king." 
 
The “authorities” of Israel have denied the authority of the Beloved Son of God and seek 
(as Jesus has told them in the parable) to fulfill their destiny by handing him over to the 
Roman “authorities”.  This has all been part of God’s will and Jesus’ Divine Messianic 
Mission from eternity past! As the Apostles teach later in Dr. Luke’s second volume, the 
Book of Acts: 
 
ESV Acts 4:11; 5:30-31 This Jesus is the stone that was rejected by you, the builders, which has become 
the cornerstone. Acts 5:30-31: The God of our fathers raised Jesus, whom you killed by hanging him on 
a tree. 31 God exalted him at his right hand as Leader and Savior, to give repentance to Israel and 
forgiveness of sins. 
 
It is important to note that although Jesus was born to be the Eternal King-Messiah, 
Rome could not (and did not) prove a threat to His Divine-Messianic-Mission but 
actually in God’s sovereignty became the means by which he would be crucified for the 
sins of His people (cf. Acts 2:25-34). 
 
Acts 4:24-28: "Sovereign Lord, who made the heaven and the earth and the sea and everything in them, 
25 who through the mouth of our father David, your servant, said by the Holy Spirit, "' Why did the 
Gentiles rage, and the peoples plot in vain? 26 The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers were 
gathered together, against the Lord and against his Anointed'- 27 for truly in this city there were 
gathered together against your holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, 
along with the Gentiles and the peoples of Israel, 28 to do whatever your hand and your plan had 
predestined to take place. 
 
We have been taught that Jesus Christ has the authority to judge all mankind!  We have 
also been taught that Jesus Christ has the authority to forgive sins against God that would 
cause us to receive His faithful judgment. 
 
In Christ, we find the authoritative hope for the forgiveness of sins and the hope of 
salvation for all who believe! 
 
ESV Romans 8:31-35: What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be1 against us? 32 

He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously 
give us all things? 33 Who shall bring any charge against God's elect? It is God who justifies. 34 Who is to 
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condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died- more than that, who was raised- who is at the right hand of 
God, who indeed is interceding for us.1 35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? 
 
Thanks be to God for His Word! Thanks be to God for his Kingdom! Thanks be to God 
for his authoritative Christ! 
 
CRB 
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Scripture Lesson 
ESV Isaiah 5:1-7: Let me sing for my beloved my love song concerning his vineyard: My beloved had a 
vineyard on a very fertile hill. 2 He dug it and cleared it of stones, and planted it with choice vines; he built 
a watchtower in the midst of it, and hewed out a wine vat in it; and he looked for it to yield grapes, but it 
yielded wild grapes. 3 And now, O inhabitants of Jerusalem and men of Judah, judge between me and my 
vineyard. 4 What more was there to do for my vineyard, that I have not done in it? When I looked for it to 
yield grapes, why did it yield wild grapes? 5 And now I will tell you what I will do to my vineyard. I will 
remove its hedge, and it shall be devoured; I will break down its wall, and it shall be trampled down. 6 I 
will make it a waste; it shall not be pruned or hoed, and briers and thorns shall grow up; I will also 



 20

command the clouds that they rain no rain upon it. 7 For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts is the house of 
Israel, and the men of Judah are his pleasant planting; and he looked for justice, but behold, bloodshed; for 
righteousness, but behold, an outcry! 
 
ESV Isaiah 8:14-15: And he will become a sanctuary and a stone of offense and a rock of stumbling to both 
houses of Israel, a trap and a snare to the inhabitants of Jerusalem. 15 And many shall stumble on it. They 
shall fall and be broken; they shall be snared and taken." 
 
ESV Daniel 2:34, 44-45: As you looked, a stone was cut out by no human hand, and it struck the image on 
its feet of iron and clay, and broke them in pieces. ESV Daniel 2:44-45: And in the days of those kings the 
God of heaven will set up a kingdom that shall never be destroyed, nor shall the kingdom be left to another 
people. It shall break in pieces all these kingdoms and bring them to an end, and it shall stand forever, 45 
just as you saw that a stone was cut from a mountain by no human hand, and that it broke in pieces the iron, 
the bronze, the clay, the silver, and the gold. A great God has made known to the king what shall be after 
this. The dream is certain, and its interpretation sure." 
 
ESV Luke 3:21-22: Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and was 
praying, the heavens were opened, 22 and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form, like a dove; and 
a voice came from heaven, "You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased." 
 
ESV Luke 4:32 and they were astonished at his teaching, for his word possessed authority. 
 
ESV Luke 4:36 And they were all amazed and said to one another, "What is this word? For with authority 
and power he commands the unclean spirits, and they come out!" 
 
ESV Luke 5:24 But that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins"- he said 
to the man who was paralyzed- "I say to you, rise, pick up your bed and go home." 
 
ESV Luke 10:19 Behold, I have given you authority to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the 
power of the enemy, and nothing shall hurt you. 
 
ESV John 5:27 And he has given him authority to execute judgment, because he is the Son of Man. 
 
ESV John 7:17-18: If anyone's will is to do God's will, he will know whether the teaching is from God or 
whether I am speaking on my own authority. The one who speaks on his own authority seeks his own 
glory, but the one who seeks the glory of him who sent him is true, and in him there is no falsehood. 
 
ESV John 8:28 So Jesus said to them, "When you have lifted up the Son of Man, then you will know that I 
am he, and that I do nothing on my own authority, but speak just as the Father taught me. 
 
ESV John 12:49 For I have not spoken on my own authority, but the Father who sent me has himself given 
me a commandment- what to say and what to speak. 
 
ESV John 14:10 Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to 
you I do not speak on my own authority, but the Father who dwells in me does his works. 
 
ESV Luke 13:34-35: O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to 
it! How often would I have gathered your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and 
you would not! 35 Behold, your house is forsaken. And I tell you, you will not see me until you say, 
'Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!'" 
 
ESV Luke 19:41-44: And when [Jesus] drew near and saw the city, he wept over it, 42 saying, "Would that 
you, even you, had known on this day the things that make for peace! But now they are hidden from your 
eyes. 43 For the days will come upon you, when your enemies will set up a barricade around you and 
surround you and hem you in on every side 44 and tear you down to the ground, you and your children 
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within you. And they will not leave one stone upon another in you, because you did not know the time of 
your visitation." 
 
ESV Acts 4:11; 5:30-31 This Jesus is the stone that was rejected by you, the builders, which has become the 
cornerstone. Acts 5:30-31: The God of our fathers raised Jesus, whom you killed by hanging him on a tree. 
31 God exalted him at his right hand as Leader and Savior, to give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of 
sins. 
 
 


