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By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, 
and rejoice in hope of the glory of God.

REVIEW

“By whom also” – in all this theology, we must not forget the centrality of the Person.  That error 
would  be like fascination with creation at the expense of the Creator or focus on a gift at the expense 
of the Giver!  There is a “whom” here, not a “which” or a “what.”  What we will do with Jesus the 
Person is the question.  Jesus is everything is the assertion.  Christ is all and in all.  The word “also” 
sends us back to the previous clause and tells us that something is added even to what is there.  There is 
the taking away of the enmity.  Here is the adding of, well, everything good.  Truly, Christ is ALL.  
Read I Cor. 1:30-31.  Compare Col. 2:3: “In whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.”

“We have access” – “Access” means introduction, approach, entrance, or the act of bringing to, as in 
“For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he might bring us to God ….” 
(I Pet. 3:18) or “But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood of 
Christ.” (Eph. 2:13)  Jesus said, “I am the way.” (John 14:6)  His merits provide access to God's pres-
ence.  By Jesus the way is opened for us to obtain the favor of God.  This same Greek word trans-lated 
“access” appears 2 other places: “For through him we both have access by one Spirit unto the Father.” 
(Eph. 2:18) “In whom we have boldness and access with confidence by the faith of him.” (Eph. 3:12)

This text is about the benefits and privileges which flow from justification – benefits and privileges 
which we should know and which therefore should compel us to make sure our own justification.  
“Access” implies that before there was been a barrier, a closed gate.  We are told, recognize that there is 
but one door.  We have been prepared for this essential truth by the Scriptures.  See:

* The Ark * The Temple
* The Tabernacle * The Sheepfold – John 10:7-10

“by faith” – Faith is the only key that will open the door.  Man may have a huge ring of keys – the key 
of works, the key of sincerity, the key of religion, the key of ignorance, the key of presumption – but 
none of those keys works.  No, “The just shall live by faith.” (Rom. 1:17)  “By grace are ye saved by 
faith.” (Eph. 2:8)  “But without faith it is impossible to please him.” (Heb. 11:6)  We must obtain “like 
precious faith” (II Pet. 1:1).  We must build up ourselves on our “most holy faith” (Jude 1:20)  It is by 
faith and patience that we “inherit the promises” (Heb. 6:12)  Our text today says, “By whom also we 
have access by   faith   into this grace wherein we stand.”

“into this grace” – into, that is, this state of favor, this reconciliation with God.  God's grace is 
expressed like a metaphorical place such as a pasture or palace or treasure house, an ample space into 
which man is admitted.  Picture a gloomy, dark, dangerous, directionless, dire, black-and-white world 
“out there” … but before you stands a great edifice.  Strangely, though, there is but one door of 
entrance “in there” and only one requirement for entrance.  Picture meeting that requirement and 
walking in to prismatic glory, joy, feasting, wonderment, and ecstasy of every proper sort.  Or, for a 



biblical model, picture traveling for a year in a barren, hot, dry, and awful desert and then arriving at 
the border of a paradise.  See that it takes two men to bear one cluster of grapes.  See the figs and the 
pomegranates.  See that, as the spies said, “We came unto the land whither thou sentest us, and surely it 
floweth with milk and honey.” (Num. 13:27)  So is the picture in Romans 5:1-2.

Edwin Honner wrote a hymn entitled “Thy Word Is Like a Garden, Lord” which conveys a similar 
theme of immeasurable and inconceivable blessings.  There the Scriptures are likened unto a garden; a 
deep, deep mine; a starry host; and an armory.  The great preacher Alexander Maclaren comments on 
the blessings in Romans 5:2 as follows: “On every side lie ingots of uncoined gold, and masses of 
treasure, and we may have just as much or as little as we choose.  It is entirely in our own 
determination how much of the wealth of God we shall possess.”  From a lonely, doleful, bleak, and 
dreary slough to … a bathing in the love and blessings and awesomeness of the very epitome of glory 
and generosity.  You have access into this grace, God is saying.  See that you go there.

“wherein we stand” –  “Grace is here presented as a field into which we have been introduced and 
where we stand and we should enjoy all the privileges of this grace about us,” writes Greek scholar A. 
T. Robertson.  The idea is that the redeemed stand justified.  The redeemed stand before the mighty 
requirements of heavenly righteousness by Christ.  The word “stand” denotes courage, boldness, no 
trepidation.   It denotes permanent standing in the favor of God.  This text answers the question in Ps. 
130:3 – “If thou, LORD, didst mark iniquities, O Lord, who shall stand?”  The life of blessing is stable 
and steadfast.  Stand on the grace of God, and you are firm.  

“and rejoice” – What else but joy is even conceivable?  “Therefore with joy shall ye draw water out of 
the wells of salvation.” (Isa. 12:3)  “Whom having not seen, ye love; in whom, though now ye see him 
not, yet believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory.” (I Pet. 1:8)

“in hope” –  This hope is a mixture of sincere expectation and earnest desire of all promised good 
based upon the infallible, unchanging, completely reliable Word of God.

“of the glory of God” – We see a glimpse of this glory in such texts as Luke 2:9, Rev. 21:22-24.  
Here, the word comprehends broadly the full wonderment of the unveiled attributes of God and the 
full realization of the expression of them to redeemed humanity.

 

We see two essential charges to obey in this text today:

1. The charge to all souls to make sure their entrance by this door into this glory, because . . .

     A. To fail to enter dishonors God's call, disregards Christ's gift, and discards the Spirit's wooing.

     B. To fail to enter forever locks a person in guilt and enmity with God.

     C. To fail to enter ensures eternal suffering outside the walls of heaven.



2. The charge to all redeemed souls to set their minds on and claim these blessings, because . . .

     A. We are charged to abide there.  Read Eph. 1:16-18.  Hear Maclaren: “Brethren, you have 'access' 
          to the fullness of God.  Whose fault is it if you are empty?”

     B. Victorious rejoicing in hope makes for effective witnessing.  (I Peter 3:15)

     C. Standing in grace and biding in hope can lead to gratitude in all circumstances.  See illustrations:

1. The story behind “I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day”

2. Habakkuk 3:17-19

3. Isaiah 11:6-8, Luke 17:21 

4. All troubles and imperfections on earth can serve as springboards to rejoice in the hope of the 
    glory of God and hence to be thankful unto Him in all things.  Examples:

          A. President declares illegal aliens legal?  Thank God that:

         “Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will raise unto David a righteous Branch,  
           and a King shall reign and prosper, and shall execute judgment and justice in the earth.” 

    (Jer. 23:5)

     B. President lies about the benefits of government-controlled health care?  Thank God that:

“Every word of God is pure.” (Prov. 30:5)

          C. President “evolves” on the definition of marriage?  Thank God that:

“Jesus Christ the same yesterday and to day and for ever.” (Hebrews 13:8)

     D. President behaves in a manner unfit for the dignity of his high office?  Thank God that:

“Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour.” (Rev. 4:11)

          E. Family is defiled by lovers of darkness with vile behavior and language?  Thank God that: 

“And in the midst of the seven candlesticks one like unto the Son of man, clothed with a 
  garment down to the foot, and girt about the paps with a golden girdle. His head and his 
  hairs were white like wool, as white as snow; and his eyes were as a flame of fire;  And 
  his feet like unto fine brass, as if they burned in a furnace; and his voice as the sound of 
  many waters.  And he had in his right hand seven stars: and out of his mouth went a 
  sharp twoedged sword: and his countenance was as the sun shineth in his strength.” 

(Rev. 1:13-16)



          F. A brother fails in his struggle with besetting sins?  Thank God that:

“O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from the body of this death?  I thank 
 God through Jesus Christ our Lord.” (Rom. 7:24-25)

          G. An aging person grieves over the swift passing of time?  Thank God that:

“Blessed be the LORD God of Israel from everlasting to everlasting: and let all the 
  people say, Amen. Praise ye the LORD.” (Ps. 106:48))

DISCUSSION

1. Explain in practical terms the three truths you pray for the church to know when you pray as does 
    Paul in Ephesians 1:16-19.

2. Contemporize Habakkuk 3:17-19.  That is, how would that declaration be said in your world?  

3. What are the themes of Isaiah 11:6-8?

4. Give other illustrations from your own life of the truth that “All troubles and imperfections on earth 
    can serve as springboards to rejoice in the hope of the glory of God and hence to be thankful unto  
    Him in all things.”


