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Peter writing to Christians, believers, like many of you. He writes in verse six, “In this you 
rejoice, though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been grieved by various trials, so that
the tested genuineness of your faith, more precious than gold, that perishes, though it is tested by 
fire, may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 
Though you have not seen Him, you love Him. Though you do not now see Him, you believe in 
Him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory, obtaining the outcome of your
faith, the salvation of your souls. Concerning this salvation, the prophets who prophesied about 
the grace that was to be yours, searched and inquired carefully, inquiring what person or time the 
spirit of Christ in them were indicating, when he predicted the sufferings of Christ and the 
subsequent glories. It was revealed to them that they were serving not themselves, but you, in the 
things that have now been announced to you, through those who preach the good news to you by 
the Holy Spirit sent from heaven-things unto which angels long to look.” This is God’s word.

Prayer: Holy Spirit, what a privilege it is to stand before the people of God, to read out of the 
word of God. As a messenger, I am only able to bring it to the ears. Holy Spirit, you are able to 
take it from the ears to our heart. Do that today, we need you. In Jesus name.

I want to speak to you today about tested faith. Did you know that what you and I believe about 
the future will largely shape how we live now? Think about it for a moment. I’ve mentioned this 
before, but think about it this way. Imagine hiring two people to do the same job and the 
conditions for both of these individuals are terrible. It is hot, backbreaking work. You hire two 
people, but before they start working, you pull one off to the side and you tell them, I’m going to 
give you fifty dollars for your days work. When you get finished you’ll get fifty dollars, then you 
pull the other one off and you privately say to her, I’m going to pay you a million dollars for your
work. Now our guess is that both of these ladies are going to process their present terrible 
circumstances in different ways, right? I mean the one who is getting paid fifty dollars, she knows
what the future is, she’s getting fifty dollars She’s sweating and her back’s breaking about 
midday. She says, I don’t need this, I’m done. I’m only getting fifty dollars, but the other young 
lady says, This is tough, but it’s okay, because different futures mean we will process the present 
differently. Don’t you see, that is what the apostle Peter is saying to these first century Christians?
What they believe about the future, what they embrace about the future is going to powerfully 
shape how they live now, because now for them was living in a culture in which the moral 
compass was broken. People were living their self determined lifestyles. Peter is saying to them, 
Christians, you are the ones who have been born again into a living hope. You have million dollar
glory. That’s what he’s saying. That’s what we’ve been looking at so far in this letter. He begins 
this letter by revealing to them their future in Christ, the million dollar glory, an inheritance that is
set up for them and though it is tough, difficult, though there are suffering trials, still they say it’s 
tough, but it’s okay. He tells them later in this letter to be ready to give an answer for the hope 
that is within them. Remember last week we looked at and unpacked verse three about this living 
hope that we have and later in this letter Peter will say: Be ready to give an answer for this hope 
that you have. Now why would anybody ask us about the hope that we have? Think about it. Isn’t
it because “all here and now hopes” are going to fade? Think about it. There are people right now 
in this world, in our country that are busting down every boundary, every fence, saying look, I 
want to live the way I want to live, I want to marry whoever I want to marry, I want to have sex 
with whoever I want to have sex with. Don’t tell me I can’t do this. They want to break all the 
boundaries, push over all the fences, because they are convinced that this is where they’re placing
all their hope. This is what’s going to fulfill me, this identity is going to fulfill me, this gender 
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preference is going to fulfill me. They place their hope in here and now hope and we above all 
people know that here and now hope will fail. That is why Peter said, “Christians be ready, 
because you have a living hope that will not fail you, that will sustain you. Other people when all 
their hope is blown will look at you. At work, in the community, they’ll look at you and say, ” tell
me about the hope that you have, mine has failed.” Be ready. In order for us to be ready, me must 
be able to stand firm, with all the cultural storms that are going on around us. Peter now begins to
say that in order for us to stand firm, the genuineness of our faith will be tested. Here’s the way I 
want to put it today, the big idea is this. God will test the genuineness of our faith in order to 
prepare us for future glory. That is what Peter is saying in this segment of his letter. God will and 
thank God that He will test the genuineness of our faith in order that He prepare us for the future 
glory. I want to impact this in the following manner.

The first thing that we want to look at is: The gatekeeper of tested faith. Here’s what I want you 
to think about. These first century Christians were suffering This letter of first Peter speaks of 
suffering more than any other book of the Bible, more than the book of Job. First Peter, according
to its size, speaks of suffering more than any other book in the Bible. You may ask, Brother Van, 
where do we see suffering in this text? Look at verse six, “In this you rejoice, though now for a 
little while, if necessary, you have been grieved by various trials, those two words, grieved and 
trials, already give us a good picture of what’s going on here. These first century Christians are 
suffering. The word trials speaks of the general problems that Christians face. It says all kinds of 
trials, multicolored trials. Later in this letter, Peter will use the same word about manifold grace 
or various forms of Gods grace. Here it applies it to trials or general troubles that all Christians 
will face in this broken world. Then you notice that the trials produce grief, they are grieving 
because of the trials and that’s an interesting word also. Grieve here means to suffer mental or 
emotional distress. Here’s what’s so interesting about that word, it’s the same word Jesus uses in 
the Garden of Gethsemane when He says, “My soul is troubled.” Jesus, Himself experienced 
severe mental and emotional distress in His agony in the Garden of Gethsemane. Peter is saying, 
“That’s what you are experiencing, as you face all kinds of trials in this broken world, you are 
grieving.” These believers are suffering and are suffering all kinds of trials. Some claim that the 
suffering spoken of in the scriptures is persecution only, now certainly the primary focus of 
suffering in this letter is suffering for righteousness sake. The primary focus in this letter is not 
the only focus. Peter says, all kinds of trials. It depends on who you listen to out there.  Whoever 
you’re listening to, including me, you need to search and see if the scriptures are teaching what 
they’re saying. If you think that the only kind of suffering that the Bible talks about is 
persecution, then you have just reduced this large volume, this large issue of suffering down to a 
comfortable form and said, well, you know, all suffering in the Bible is just persecution. I would 
tell you to read the book of Job again, because Job’s suffering has little or nothing to do with 
being persecuted for righteousness sake. His suffering affected his health, the loss of his family, 
the loss of his things, so when I’m talking about suffering here, understand, Peter’s talking about 
all kinds of trials, various forms of suffering. Actually, what we see in general is that Christians 
suffer because God is our Lord and He has chosen us to be His special people of the world. One 
of the primary reasons that you and I are going to suffer in this life, as Christians is because He is 
our Lord and we’re marching according to His orders and we are His special people in this 
broken world and in 1 Peter, if you read through, it’s because of that we are going to experience 
suffering. Suffering causes people to ask questions like no other force in the world. 

Here’s the first thing I want us to think about. One of the questions that emerges out of suffering 
that you’re going to have to think through is this: Who is the gatekeeper? Who is the gatekeeper 
of your life? Now I want everybody to listen to me closely. Picture with me a gate and there’s a 
door, okay? There’s someone standing at that door and someone at that door is saying: This can 
come in, I’m going to allow this to come in or they’re going, this can’t come in, I’m preventing 
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this from coming in. Who is the gatekeeper in your life? When we face suffering that question is 
somewhere in the mix. Why did this happen to me, who brought this, what happened, who done 
this? Now, here’s what I want you to think through with me. Just think, think. Who is the 
gatekeeper of your life? Let’s start with you, are you the gatekeeper of your life? Do you get up 
and think in the morning, I think it’s time for some trials with me? Do you think that we will do 
that? Am I going to do that? Are you going to do that? No, we’re not. We like comfort. We like a 
comfortable life. So, we’re not the gatekeeper. We’re going to find here in a moment that the 
testing of the genuineness of our faith is for the genuineness of our faith, so that it will shine forth
as better than gold., that we’ll be prepared for the revealing of Christ. Do you think for a moment 
that the devil is sitting there going, I want Van’s faith to shine? I want Van’s faith to be so pure 
and beautiful and lovely at the coming of Jesus. Do you really think that the devil wants that for 
you or me? Okay, so the gatekeeper’s not you, it’s not the devil, but we’d like to easily jump to 
that. I know who it is. It’s chance, right? Or it’s fate, luck, one of those. They’re standing at the 
door and you can come in, you can’t come in. There’s no such thing as chance, fate or luck. So, 
it’s not them. Christians, who is the gatekeeper of your life? It is your Lord! It is your Lord! For 
the Christian, it is our Lord. Let’s state it this way so we can be really clear. Here’s what we’re 
saying: Though God is not the direct cause of all our suffering, He is the gatekeeper through 
which everything must pass before it touches us. I want you to think about that for a moment, 
because I promise you you’re going to come to a place in your life and ponder who allowed this? 
Though God is not the direct cause of all our suffering, He is the gatekeeper through which 
everything must pass before it touches us. Now, how do we know that? Would you look at verse 
six, this is the most important part of the point. “In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, 
if necessary, did you see that? If necessary? Now let me ask you something, are you going to 
decide it necessary? Are you going to do that? Are you going to say, “I think it’s necessary, I need
some trials?” Are you going to do that? No, there’s only one person, if necessary, if need be. 
There’s only one hands I want that in, okay? I want that in His hands. I want it in the hands of one
who loves me. You’re going to have to think about this at some point in your life. Who is the 
gatekeeper of your life? I hope this morning that you come to the conclusion that, because I have.
God is the gatekeeper of my life. There is going to be some things that He is going to allow in. 
We found out last week that there is going to be some things that he prevents, because He shields 
us, he guards us, but what we’re finding here, if necessary he’s going to allow some things in. 
What’s He going to allow in and what’s the purpose? Well that’s the next thing we’re going to 
look at. Tested faith, it’s purpose.

Now, look at verse seven. We’ve already talked about the gatekeeper, If necessary, you’ve been 
grieved by various trials, but look at the next. Look at the end of verse six, it’s got a comma, and 
then it says: So that the tested genuineness of your faith, you see that? So that. That very phrase 
speaks of a purpose. Think about it this way: You’re going to the doctor, so that he can examine 
me, so that he can set me up for tests. In other words, I’ve got a purpose for going to the doctor, 
because I’ve said, So that. Peter is saying: You have been grieved by various trials, so that. 
Already that reveals there’s a purpose behind it. Somebody’s in control, somebody’s at the gate, 
somebody who cares about me, somebody who loves me. He will take care of you. He has a 
purpose. What is it? Lets look at it. What purpose is in verse seven? So that the tested genuine-
Ness of your faith may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus 
Christ. We’ll come back to that middle section of verse seven where it says, more precious than 
gold, but here’s the point: We are grieved by various trials in order that, so that, for the purpose of
finding the tested genuineness of our faith, that it may be found  to result in praise and honor and 
glory when Jesus comes back. So, okay, what’s the purpose? To test the genuineness of our faith. 
God is testing the genuineness of our faith. So let’s just talk for a minute, what is faith? A lot of 
places we can look in the scriptures for this, but I want to look this morning in a place we seldom 
look and that’s in the book of Jeremiah. I want you to see some verses with me. God is dealing 
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with the sin of Judah. He’s pointing out the sin of his people and he starts this way: Cursed is the 
man who trusts in man and makes flesh his strength whose heart turns away from the Lord. So 
first off, this is a person who does not have faith in God, they’re not trusting in God, in fact their 
heart is turned away from the Lord. So what are they like? He gives an imagery, they’re like a 
bush in the desert And will not see when prosperity comes, But will live in stony wastes in the 
wilderness, A land of salt without inhabitant. That’s what it looks like, he is giving us some 
imagery of what it looks like when a person has no faith in God, but then there’s another picture 
we see next. Blessed is the man whose trust is in the Lord. He is like a tree planted by the water 
that sends its roots out by the stream and doesn’t fear when He comes, for its leaves remain green,
it is not anxious in the year of drought for it does not cease to bear fruit. Okay, you’ve got a 
blessed man and a cursed man. You’ve got one man who puts his trust in the Lord and one who 
doesn’t. Then we’ve got the imagery of these two trees. What is different about these two trees? 
These two trees have their roots in different places. One tree is out in the desert, it’s scrawny, has 
no leaves, there’s no water, nothing to nourish it. That’s a picture of a person with no faith in God.
Then you look across the landscape and see this lush land and there’s a tree and its roots are 
planted by streams of living water. It has leaves, it looks healthy, see roots anchor the tree and 
they draw out from the soil the nutrients that the tree needs. Can’t you see the imagery here? 
When we have faith in God, we put our trust in Him, in who He is, in what He’s promised, we are
able to draw nutrients into our lives. We are able to stand firm because our roots are anchored in 
Him, unlike a person who does not. So what is Peter saying here? I’m going to test the 
genuineness of your faith. So here’s what I want you to think about with me. Peter is not saying 
that faith is me or you only thinking that everything is going to be okay because we think it is. 
Friends that is secular, positive thinking. That is not Biblical faith. That is pagan thinking, not 
Biblical teaching. So Peter is not saying that faith is strongly thinking that everything’s going to 
be okay. He’s also not saying that faith is an expectation of our best life now. If you attach your 
joy and your concept of God’s love merely upon your best life now, you are going to be 
disappointed with God. If you think you’re supposed to have your best life now. If you think 
everything is supposed to be all about you. If you think all your prayers should be answered If 
you think like that. If you think  that God has it all set up for you to have your best life now, you 
are working your way right into a huge disappointment. All you have to do is read the Bible. 
Search the scriptures and when you get to the book of James and it says: You know what your life
is? It’s a vapor. Life is like a vapor. We need to worship God, not rather for our best life now, but 
for what He has for us in the future. You will not be disappointed with that. But you will be 
disappointed if you think that faith is having your best life now. These believers Paul is talking 
about had put their faith in God. Their roots were in God. They were anchored into God, who He 
was, what He had promised them in Christ. This same God is the one saying: It may be necessary 
that their faith is tested for its genuineness. Now, why?  Someone asked me a few years ago, they 
were going through some suffering and were really angry, and they asked, “why does our faith 
have to be tested? Why does God test our faith?” Actually, this is a good thing and Peter’s 
analogy of refining gold will help answer this question. I think if you look at this with me you’ll, 
I think you’ll come away going, thank God that He does this. Look at verse seven the place where
it says “more precious than gold that perishes though it is tested by fire.” Peter is using the 
analogy of refining gold. Gold tested by fire. Testing here is an attempt to learn the nature or 
character of something. Here he is using an analogy of gold, but what he’s wanting to see is. God 
tests the genuineness of our faith much like a goldsmith tests the genuineness of gold. You see 
gold is a precious metal and when it goes into the fire, it comes out better than when it went in. 
How does that happen? As the fire burns off the impurities in the gold, they will rise to the top 
and the goldsmith will scoop off the impurities. There are impurities in the gold and the goldsmith
is trying to get out of the gold what is not gold, so that it will be pure and will be greater than it 
was before it went into the fire. Now, what does all this mean? Think about it. Peter is saying that 
Christians will saving faith in Christ, he is comparing them to gold with impurities.
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How many of you know this morning know that we all have impurities in our faith? If you don’t 
know, you need to know. In our faith, all sorts of competing commitments are found there. 
Commitments like comfort, pride, pleasure. There are impurities in our faith that we don’t see, 
that God knows about. God in His goodness is the gatekeeper. We all have impurities in our faith 
that we can’t see, so God helps us to see.

How many of you heard the story about C.S. Lewis talking about how you can find out if you 
have rats in your basement? How do you do that? I love this story. If you want to know if there 
are rats in your basement, you don’t do the following: Don’t walk to your basement door and 
clear your throat and say I think I’ll go down and see if there are rats in my basement. Then you 
jiggle the knob and open the door in a very leisurely way, you turn on the light. You clear your 
throat, you walk down the steps loudly, slowly and when you get to the bottom you look around 
and you go “I don’t have any rats in my basement. No, that’s not the way we find out if we have 
rats in our basement. Here’s what we do if you want to find out if you have rats in your basement.
Sneak up to the door and very silently open the door. You flip on the light switch, jump to the 
bottom of the steps and rats are scurrying everywhere. C.S. Lewis went on to say this: Success 
and adversity both jump to the bottom of your heart and you will see stuff there you never knew 
was there. We’re going along and walking in our comfortable Christian life and the gatekeeper 
says “Lets let this in.” It just jumps down to the bottom of our hearts and all the rats of impurity 
start scattering and if we’re wise we’ll think, I had no idea that that was really in me. Brothers 
and sisters, this is something that has happened to me and I’m sure for many of you in this room 
also. The ugly and impure rats just start scurrying, whether it be adversity or success. Peter is 
saying that all of these impurities of the soul, these little rats, are revealed and drawn out by trials 
just as a furnace draws out the impurities of unrefined gold. The trials reveal who we really are, 
what we really believe and what our faith is truly made of. God is the gatekeeper. He has a 
purpose.

I love what one writer said, “You keep an eye on the clock and notice what it says”, though now 
for a little while. Compared to eternity, a little while, God has His eye on the clock and He has his
hand on the thermostat for just how hot the trial will be.

Well, one final thing, we’ve got a gatekeeper of our tested faith and we find out that the 
gatekeepers purpose is not to destroy our faith, because it says in verse seven, It’s more precious 
than gold. Our faith, our trust in the Lord is precious to Him. He wants it to be resulting in praise, 
glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ. God has a holy purpose for testing the 
genuineness of our faith, but that’s not all. One last thing, we’ll look at this briefly. 

Suffering and glory, down in verse eleven, you find this phrase: the sufferings of Christ and the 
subsequent glories. See, verses six through nine we are learning of the gatekeeper and the purpose
he has, but then verses ten through twelve starts talking of God’s prophets of old. What they said 
and what they wrote. It says that God prophets of old saw that glory would be the result of 
Christ’s suffering. That what it means in verse eleven when it predicted the sufferings of Christ 
and His subsequent glory. Now, what does that mean? What Peter is wanting these Christians to 
see and also us is that Christ established a pattern. The pattern is simply this, suffering first 
followed by glory. Simple, okay? He suffered first, but then what followed it? Glory! What Peter 
is wanting these Christians, who are presently suffering (back in verse six) though now, right 
now, for a little while, if necessary, you are grieving because of trials. Your faith is being tested 
and tried. God is at the gate, he has his hand on the thermostat, he’s doing something good in our 
life,  preparing us for this future glory, the coming of Christ. But now, we’re grieving, going 
through emotional and mental suffering and turmoil. So Peter then says, “Look, Christ suffered, 
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but it was followed by glory. Glory, now what does that mean, think about it with me. The word 
glory means “outshining”, it also means weighty, heaviness as compared to a boulder or a feather.
God’s glory is His outshining, his beauty, His greatness, His weightiness. He suffered first, but 
was followed by His glory. What happened after His crucifixion? He rose from the dead. Later, 
He showed Himself to all His disciples and later to a group of people.. Then what happened? He 
ascended up to heaven. Then what happened? His exultation,  what other glories happened? He 
sent His Holy Spirit to us. He said, “Go preach the gospel.” It’s followed by the glory of the good 
news of the gospel, that changes peoples lives. Then what do we see? Finally, ultimately the 
glorification of all God’s people. First Christ’s sufferings followed by glory. 

Peter is saying under the inspiration of God that the sequence of our lives follows the sequence of
Christ’s life. Suffering first followed by glory. He suffered first, then He entered into glory, so 
must we.

One last question. In the meantime. He said, “Now your grieve,” then in verse seven, he said 
“You rejoice” Both of these words are in the present tense, meaning Christians, by the Grace of 
God are enabled to both grieve and rejoice at the same time. It’s not one or the other, it’s both at 
the same time. That’s not all they do, look at verse eight, Though you have not seen Him, you 
love Him, though you do not now see Him, you believe in Him and rejoice with joy that is 
inexpressible and filled with glory. Let me ask a simple question. Does this in any way look like 
you? Could you look at verse eight and go, “that’s me?” That’s what Peter is writing about these 
believers, you haven’t even seen Him. You know why Peter said that, don’t you? Because Peter 
saw Him. He saw the pre-crucified Christ and the post resurrected Christ. He saw  him in His 
glorified body and Peter told them, “You haven’t even seen Him and you love Him.” Peter said, “ 
though now you do not see Him, why did he say now?  Because they’re suffering right now. You 
don’t see Him now, but you believe in Him and rejoice. To rejoice means that you dwell on Him 
and you remind yourself of who He is and what He has done That is present tense, ongoing. Does
verse eight reflect you in any way? Jesus said if you love me keep my commandments. If you 
love Jesus, you’re going to love His church. That means that you’re not just going to drop by 
once a year. I’m concerned about some of you very deeply. What we’re seeing in this culture, 
what we’re seeing right now, what we’re seeing right now are people coming a lot less than 
before. It’s not like they quit altogether, they just have an idea that they can pop in whenever, 
every once in awhile and somehow they’re going to stay spiritually strong, spiritually vibrant, 
spiritually alert, able to share their hope with others, when often times they’re nothing but a shrub
in the desert.

Does verse eight describe you, it should. It should in ever increasing ways. Loving Him more, 
believing in Him, trusting in Him, loving what He loves, loving what He died for. Cultural 
Christianity will not produce this. You being here thirty-seven years in this church won’t produce 
that. People will come and they won’t open their mouth to sing praises unto the Lord and sing a 
new song with enthusiasm. They can’t wait until the service dismisses to get out the door and get 
in their car, showing precious little concern for the burden and cares of others. I think it is time 
we do some examining. Sitting here in this church thirty-seven years, joining the church, cultural 
Christianity, nominal Christianity, because you grew up in a Christian home, because your mom 
was a Christian will not produce verse eight. None of those things will produce verse eight. 
Believing the gospel will produce verse eight. If you have not believed the gospel, why not? Why
haven’t you? Why have you not made a public profession of Jesus Christ? Why have you not 
aligned yourself with Him? What are you ashamed of? Why have you not believed upon the Lord 
Jesus? Believe upon Him today. Today is the day of salvation. Today. Believe the gospel today. 
Let it become the gatekeeper of your life. Let Him become the gatekeeper of your life, let Him 
decide what’s going to come in and what’s going to be prevented. Let Him build genuine, strong, 
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standing firm faith in a culture that is just absolutely crumbling.

Prayer:


