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Jonah 1:1-3 1  Now the word of the LORD came unto Jonah the son of 
Amittai, saying, 2   Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and cry against it; 
for their wickedness is come up before me. 3  But Jonah rose up to flee unto 
Tarshish from the presence of the LORD, and went down to Joppa; and he 
found a ship going to Tarshish: so he paid the fare thereof, and went down 
into it, to go with them unto Tarshish from the presence of the LORD.  

Recall from the previous lesson verses 1-2 where Jonah, the prophet and servant of God 
in Israel, was given a command from God to go to Nineveh, the capital of Assyria, and to 
preach repentance to the wicked people therein. But Jonah did not obey God’s 
command. 

3  But Jonah rose up to flee unto Tarshish from the presence of the LORD, 
and went down to Joppa; and he found a ship going to Tarshish: so he paid 
the fare thereof, and went down into it, to go with them unto Tarshish from 
the presence of the LORD.  

3a But Jonah rose up to flee…from the presence of the LORD… 

What is the presence of the LORD?  

We know that the LORD is always present with his people as David describes in the 
Psalms.  
  

Psalms 139:1-10 1  O Lord, thou hast searched me, and known me. 2  Thou 
knowest my  downsitting and mine uprising, thou understandest my thought 
afar off. 3  Thou compassest my path and my lying down, and art acquainted 
with all my ways. 4  For there is not a word in my tongue, but, lo, O LORD, thou 
knowest it altogether. 5  Thou hast beset me behind and before, and laid thine 
hand upon me. 6  Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is high, I cannot 
attain unto it. 7  Whither shall I go from thy spirit? or whither shall I 
flee from thy presence? 8  If I ascend up into heaven, thou art there: if I 
make my bed in hell, behold, thou art there. 9  If I take the wings of the 
morning, and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea; 10  Even there shall thy 
hand lead me, and thy right hand shall hold me. 

But David also describes a special presence of God. 

Psalm 16:11  Thou wilt shew me the path of life: in thy presence is fulness 
of joy; at thy right hand there are pleasures for evermore. 

Psalm 140:13  Surely the righteous shall give thanks unto thy name: the 
upright shall dwell in thy presence. 
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While the LORD is omnipresent, everywhere all of the time, there are places and times 
when He is specially present with his people.  

Adam and Eve in the garden of Eden. 

Genesis 3:8  And they heard the voice of the LORD God walking in the garden 
in the cool of the day: and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the 
presence of the LORD God amongst the trees of the garden. 

The first family. 

Genesis 4:16  And Cain went out from the presence of the LORD, and 
dwelt in the land of Nod, on the east of Eden. 

Moses and the Israelites in the wilderness. 

Exodus 33:12-15  And Moses said unto the LORD, See, thou sayest unto me, 
Bring up this people: and thou hast not let me know whom thou wilt send with 
me. Yet thou hast said, I know thee by name, and thou hast also found grace in 
my sight. Now therefore, I pray thee, if I have found grace in thy sight, shew me 
now thy way, that I may know thee, that I may find grace in thy sight: and 
consider that this nation is thy people. And he said, My presence shall go 
with thee, and I will give thee rest.  And he said unto him, If thy presence go 
not with me, carry us not up hence. 

3a  But Jonah rose up to flee unto Tarshish from the presence of the LORD,  

Instead of remaining in the special presence of the LORD, that is, the place where the 
LORD spoke directly to Jonah, Jonah flees toward a place called Tarshish. Tarshish is 
representative of the sea, particularly the Mediterranean Sea, and a place very far away. 
So essentially Jonah wants to get as far away from the place where he heard the word of 
the LORD as he possibly can. Tarshish was also the extreme opposite direction away 
from Nineveh, being far west versus east. 

3b and went down to Joppa; and he found a ship going to Tarshish: so he 
paid the fare thereof, and went down into it, to go with them unto Tarshish 
from the presence of the LORD. 

It is reasonable assume that the place where Jonah heard the word of the LORD was his 
homeland, Gath-hepher (Galilee). Joppa was just south of Gath-hepher on the coast of 
the Mediterranean Sea.  
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When a child of God flees from his presence, that is, from communion with him and 
with his church, they often follow a similar pattern as Jonah:  

1. They refuse to obey God’s word. But Jonah rose up… 
2. They want to run as far away from God as they can. …to flee unto Tarshish… 
3. They look for others who are heading the same direction. …and he found a ship 

going to Tarshish… 
4. They pay the price for running away. …so he paid the fare thereof… 
5. They rebel. …and went down into it… 
6. They have every intent of escaping from God. …to go with them unto Tarshish 

from the presence of the LORD. 

But, as this should not have been the pattern for Jonah, so it is not to be the pattern for 
God’s children. We are to seek God, not run from him. 

Seek God continually. Rather than fleeing from the presence of God, we (like Jonah) 
should return to his presence by his strength, not our own. 

1 Chronicles 16:11 Seek the LORD and his strength, seek his face continually. 

Seek God no matter what we in our flesh think is right. Rather than thinking we can 
escape from his will, we (like Jonah) should give up our carnal thoughts and plans and 
seek God’s will instead of our own.
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