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I'd like to invite you to look with me in Isaiah 49. We'll read from verse 1 down to verse 
12. I'd like to speak to you about Christ being the light to the Gentiles. Christ, the light to 
the Gentiles. One of the reasons I read as I did that portion in Luke 2 for our Scripture 
reading before the message was because there in Luke 2 it very specifically shows that 
Christ is the fulfillment of this prophecy that we're considering here in Isaiah 49, a light 
to lighten the Gentiles or the nations and the glory of thy people, Israel. So Isaiah 49, 

1 Listen, O isles, unto me; and hearken, ye people, from far; The LORD 
hath called me from the womb; from the bowels of my mother hath he 
made mention of my name. 2 And he hath made my mouth like a sharp 
sword; in the shadow of his hand hath he hid me, and made me a polished 
shaft; in his quiver hath he hid me; 3 And said unto me, Thou art my 
servant, O Israel, in whom I will be glorified. 4 Then I said, I have 
laboured in vain, I have spent my strength for nought, and in vain: yet 
surely my judgment is with the LORD, and my work [or my reward] with 
my God. 5 And now, saith the LORD that formed me from the womb to 
be his servant, to bring Jacob again to him, Though Israel be not gathered, 
yet shall I be glorious in the eyes of the LORD, and my God shall be my 
strength. 6 And he said, It is a light thing that thou shouldest be my 
servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob, and to restore the preserved of 
Israel: [here it is] I will also give thee for a light to the Gentiles, that thou 
mayest be my salvation unto the end of the earth. 7 Thus saith the LORD, 
the Redeemer of Israel, and his Holy One, to him whom man despiseth, to 
him whom the nation abhorreth, to a servant of rulers, Kings shall see and 
arise, princes also shall worship, because of the LORD that is faithful, and 
the Holy One of Israel, and he shall choose thee. 8 Thus saith the LORD, 
In an acceptable time have I heard thee, and in a day of salvation have I 
helped thee: and I will preserve thee, and give thee for a covenant of the 
people, to establish the earth, to cause to inherit the desolate heritages; 9 
That thou mayest say to the prisoners, Go forth; to them that are in 
darkness, Shew yourselves. They shall feed in the ways, and their pastures 
shall be in all high places. 10 They shall not hunger nor thirst; neither shall 
the heat nor sun smite them: for he that hath mercy on them shall lead 
them, even by the springs of water shall he guide them. 11 And I will 
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make all my mountains a way, and my highways shall be exalted. 12 
Behold, these shall come from far: and, lo, these from the north and from 
the west; and these from the land of Sinim. 

We'll stop there. Here we have in this particular chapter something that goes well beyond 
what was to take place in the deliverance of the Jews from Babylon. You remember, up 
to this point Isaiah has been prophesying about the deliverance of Jews out of Babylon 
and that several hundred years before it even took place. But here is a much greater and 
brighter prophecy than even that of the deliverance of some 40,000 Jews out of Babylon 
to go back into Israel. What it's showing us is that much of the history, if not all of it that 
we find in the Old Testament, was designed and purposed for one thing: to lead us to 
Christ and to show how Christ is the Savior of sinners and that he has a people that he 
will save that goes well beyond even what was taking place in the nation of Israel.

A lot of people read the Scriptures today from an Israel-centric viewpoint. Everything is 
about the Jews. Everything is about the land. Everything is about what's going on over 
there. Well, even the Jews had that particular pride. When Christ came in his day to the 
Pharisees, they thought that if he were the Messiah, then he would establish some Jewish 
kingdom. That was what their mindset was. They were all about looking for a Jewish 
kingdom. But our Lord told them his kingdom is not of this world and he's not a respecter 
of persons. You know, this is the way God works in his providence. He can just as easily 
use an instrument to accomplish his purpose in glory like he did with Cyrus. There is no 
indication that Cyrus was ever converted and yet he used him as a type of Christ to 
deliver Israel, to give the command for Israel to go back out of the land, and then 
destroyed Cyrus. He raised up Pharaoh for his purpose. He used him for his purpose and 
then set him aside. Judas, the same thing.

This is the way that God works. He raised up Israel as a nation to bring his Son, the Lord 
Jesus Christ, from that nation but just the fact that Christ passed through that lineage in 
no way meant that Israel was saved just because that's the way God purposed to bring his 
Son into this world. In fact, we know just the opposite, that most are blinded. Most are 
blinded. I think about it in terms of even a Gospel witness, a congregation like this. Many 
times we believe that the Lord raises it up for a multitude of people when it might be just 
for a few sheep and then when the Lord has finished his purpose, caused the candlestick 
to be removed. 

I'm thankful that he has raised up a witness here but there are many who may hear the 
messages and in this day and age it's very easy to hear. Through bulletins, some of you 
have networks that as soon as these bulletins come out, you're forwarding them on to 
friends that I don't even know. Who knows who all they are forwarding them out to. 
There is a whole network of people. The same with messages uploaded to the internet, 
listened to around the world. And there are many that see, hear and read and yet don't see, 
they don't hear, they don't understand and they go on. But there are those that are the 
Lord's that he has chosen from among the nations that he will cause to hear, that Christ 
has redeemed. And whether multitudes hear or not, that's not important. God is going to 
cause his sheep to hear.
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There were many that day in the temple as we read in Luke 2 when Mary and Joseph 
went to circumcise Christ according to the eighth day, but there was one that the Spirit of 
the Lord drew that day and it was Simeon. There were many women in Israel but there 
was one Anna that the Lord caused her heart to be drawn and to know something of 
Christ. Our Lord Jesus lived for 33+ years in that geographical space called Israel and yet 
when he died, there were only a handfull that knew truly by God's grace who he was but 
that didn't thwart him. That didn't change his mission because he didn't come to try to 
save everybody like we hear people say today, but to save those that were given him of 
the Father throughout the nations.

So that's really what this chapter is about. I don't know what the title in your Bible says 
but this says "Christ sent to the Gentiles." A pretty good title. Gentiles being the nations. 
There are some that pretend that this was God's Plan B. This is how it's taught in 
preacher's school. God had a Plan A which was really to get Israel to believe but since 
Israel didn't believe, then he had to go to Plan B now to offer it to the nations. But lo and 
behold here right smack dab in the Old Testament, it's revealed that it was God's purpose 
to save the Gentiles all along. There wasn't a Plan A and a Plan B. Nothing has changed. 
God is still God and what he has purposed to do he will do.

So as we go down through here we see, first of all, the announcement or the summons of 
the nations to the light. All the while that God was dealing with and through Israel as a 
nation: he would bring them back from Babylon, go back and build that temple and then 
several hundred years later Christ would come and fulfill all that pertained to that temple, 
yet, here's a message to the nations. Here's a message to the Gentiles. Here's a message to 
the Ruths of the Old Testament who were outside the commonwealth of Israel and yet 
God purposed to show mercy and grace. Here is a message to the widow of Sarepta. It 
was outside the confines of the nation of Israel and yet it pleased God to cause the light to 
shine onto her. 

Here's a message to us sitting here. I don't know. My mom works on a family tree. I don't 
know how far back we go or whether we have any Jewishness in our blood. I guess 
eventually we do because it goes back to Adam and somewhere in there we get in line, 
but I’m a Gentile. I'm one of those that they would have looked upon as a dog back in the 
day and yet it pleased God to be merciful to such a dog as I am. That's how I see this, that 
this light which the Lord purposed for the Gentiles, he caused to shine forth unto one 
such as I. 

You can see that this message is so directed here in verse 1, "Listen, O isles, unto me," 
that is the Gentiles. They are called the isles of the Gentiles. If you go all the way back to 
Genesis 10:5, this is the first reference that we see of this. After Noah and the ark, his 
three sons, Shem, Ham and Japheth, the nations were divided and you see here in verse 5, 
"By these were the isles of the Gentiles divided in their lands; every one after his tongue, 
after their families, in their nations." 
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So completing Scripture, that's what this means, "Listen, O isles, unto me, and hearken, 
ye people," notice, "from far." In other words, as far as the commonwealth of Israel was 
concerned, they were not part of that original covenant or commonwealth. They were 
outside the pale, if you will, and yet here we find the Lord addressing this word to them. 

These are the ones of whom Paul wrote, if you go over to Ephesians 2, you know, the 
Ephesians were Gentiles and the Ephesian church was a Gentile church. You know that 
Paul faced much persecution himself and opposition because the Lord raised him up to be 
a light to the Gentiles. He was to take the light of Christ to the Gentiles. He was an 
apostle to the Gentiles and you talk about a Jewish nationalistic fervor that was in his 
day. There were many that were offended, even some that called themselves Christian 
were offended that he would actually take the Old Testament Scriptures and preach 
Christ and preach to the Gentiles and teach that the Gentiles would be called as much as 
the Jew. 

Well, this is what he describes here in Ephesians 2:11, "Wherefore remember, that ye 
being in time past Gentiles in the flesh, who are called Uncircumcision." This was a term 
of derision of the Jew toward the Gentile so if you lived in that day, they would say, 
"There goes an uncircumcised one." They took pride in their circumcision. He says, "ye 
being in time past Gentiles in the flesh, who are called Uncircumcision by that which is 
called the Circumcision in the flesh made by hands; That at that time ye were without 
Christ." What he's saying is that there wasn't any temple, there wasn't any sacrifice, there 
wasn't any priesthood in those nations. 

It all was in Israel and you were "aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers 
from the covenants of promise, having no hope, and without God in the world: But now," 
verse 13, "in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were," there's the word, "far off." Just like 
Isaiah says over here in Isaiah 49, "ye people from far." "Far off are made nigh," how? 
"By the blood of Christ. For he is our peace." Whatever conflict there was between Jew 
and Gentile, in Christ is no more. It doesn't matter. "Who hath made both one, and hath 
broken down the middle wall of partition between us; Having abolished in his flesh the 
enmity, even the law of commandments contained in ordinances; for to make in himself 
of twain one new man, so making peace." 

Even written in the law there were certain laws that excluded the Gentile, excluded the 
foreigner, excluded the stranger and it says here that in Christ all those laws and 
commandments contained in ordinances were abolished to make himself of twain one 
new man." Everybody talks about the new man, this is it. It's not some mystical new man 
inside of you that's created but God by his grace and mercy created one new man through 
the death of the Lord Jesus Christ and that's his church. The church is that new creation, 
okay, made up of Jew and Gentile.

"And," it says in verse 16, "that he might reconcile both unto God in one body by the 
cross, having slain the enmity thereby: And came and preached peace to you which were 
afar off, and to them that were nigh. For through him we both have access by one Spirit 
unto the Father. Now therefore," here is the conclusion, "ye are no more strangers and 
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foreigners, but," what? "Fellowcitizens with the saints, and of the household of God." 
Any type of teaching that tries to divide the household of God again into Jew and Gentile 
goes contrary to the work of Christ. 

I know some people say, "We shouldn't argue over prophecy." Yeah, we should. Any 
prophecy that would divide the people of God and make Israel the focus and not Christ is 
to be denounced. It's just that cut and dry and that's what Paul said. There are no two 
people of God. God isn't working in a parenthesis right now with the Gentiles or the 
church and then at some point he's going to take them out and then go back to working 
with the Jews. Here clearly Paul says they both have been made one body by the cross. 
You can't undo what the cross did and therefore all enmity, all prejudice, none of that has 
any place in the household of God. In other words, where Christ has bought his people.

It says, "And are built," verse 20, "upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, 
Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone; In whom all the building," one 
building, one house. That's what I put in the bulletin article. "In our Father's house are 
many dwellings, rooms, but there is one house." He says, "In whom all the building fitly 
framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord: In whom ye also are builded 
together for an habitation of God through the Spirit."

So what was fulfilled when Christ came in his death and accomplished there at the cross 
of two making one is foretold right here in Isaiah 49. The tidings of a Redeemer said to 
the Gentiles and to those that are in the remotest of places, this is of interest to them. The 
Gentiles were caused to heed the Gospel while many of the Jews would be blinded. The 
first shall be last and the last first is what the Lord said.

Over in Acts 13, when you understand this, this is where these Scriptures come alive. 
You begin to see, "Wow, this is a fulfillment of what Isaiah spoke of years before, 
hundreds of years before." In Acts 13, you notice, we'll being in verse 44, "The next 
sabbath day came almost the whole city together to hear the word of God." Notice, "But 
when the Jews saw the multitudes, they were filled with envy." Why were they filled with 
envy? Well, because the multitudes was a reference to many Gentiles, many who were 
not even Jews that were coming to hear this word.

"And spake against those things which were spoken by Paul, contradicting and 
blaspheming." Remember a little while ago I said to you any prophecy or doctrine that 
divides nations and cultures now and says, "Well, this pertains to the Jew and that's to the 
Gentile and the Lord is going to come back." That's blasphemy. It's the same thing that's 
called here.

"Then Paul and Barnabas waxed bold, and said, It was necessary that the word of God 
should first have been spoken to you," that is, to the Jew. That's how God purposed it, 
that it come through the Jew. "But seeing ye put it from you, and judge yourselves 
unworthy of everlasting life, lo, we turn to the Gentiles." Exactly as Isaiah foretold it 
should happen in Isaiah 49 and other portions.
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"For so hath the Lord commanded us, saying," look at here, "I have set thee to be a light 
of the Gentiles, that thou shouldest be for salvation unto the ends of the earth. And when 
the Gentiles heard this, they were glad." So the very same verse we read here in Isaiah 
49:6, "I will also give thee for a light to the Gentiles, that thou mayest be my salvation 
unto the end of the earth." When those that were the Lord's heard it, they were glad.

You say, "Who were the Lord's?" Well, "as many as were ordained to eternal believed." 
There were many Gentiles that turned thumbs down on Christ as much as the Jews so it's 
not a matter of religious upbringing, it's not a matter of culture, it's a matter of the Lord 
himself being pleased to reveal Christ in sinner's hearts. You think about others of your 
acquaintance, loved ones that you know that have been raised with the Bible in their laps, 
taught Scripture just like you have or I have, come up through the ranks, and yet today 
there is a dividing, at least I know it to be so in my life. There are many of my so-called 
Facebook friends that go way back and we all went to school together. Some I went to 
graduate school with and we learned, we opened this Bible and had the same classes and 
same teachers, all these things, and yet here I am isolated out here. The Lord took me 
down a different path with regard to what this book has to say and who this is all about, 
the Lord Jesus Christ. Who maketh thee to differ? It's the Lord. It's the Lord.

There are many Gentiles that heard the message of Christ that didn't bow but I’ll tell you 
this as it says in Acts 13:48, "as many as were ordained to eternal life believed." That 
order is important. It doesn't say as many as believed were then ordained to eternal life. 
No, as many as were ordained to eternal life believed. "And the word of the Lord was 
published throughout all the region."

So here we see the nations in Isaiah 49 coming back to it, summoned. A summons is a 
call and that's the call. It's the call of the Gospel. It's the call even of John the Baptist as 
he declared, "Behold the Lamb." This is a call that is addressed to the nations. Notice, 
"hearken." Who? "Ye people, from far." Who will hear? Well, we just read in Acts 13:48, 
as many as were ordained to eternal life believed.

But secondly, we see here the one appointed and set as the light to the Gentiles. It says in 
verse 1, "The LORD hath called me from the womb; from the bowels of my mother hath 
he made mention of my name." Now, there are some that say that's Isaiah speaking but 
no, I believe as you read on in verse 2, "And he hath made my mouth like a sharp sword," 
and in verse 3, "Thou art my servant, O Israel, in whom I will be glorified," Isaiah is 
speaking but he's speaking there as a representative of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

So it's not speaking of Isaiah but it's speaking of Christ himself, that the Lord hath called 
him from the womb. We read it in Luke 2 but go back to Matthew 1:21. This is what this 
means, from the womb he was ordained to be that Savior, that light, that servant. You 
know, Christ was called the Israel of God. "Israel" means "Prince with God." In every 
way that the physical Israel, national Israel failed, Christ was successful. If you look at 
the pattern of Christ's earthly life, it mirrored Israel. Wasn't Israel called out of Egypt? 
Well, Christ was called out of Egypt. Do you remember when Herod sought to slay all of 
those children two years and younger? The Lord took Mary and Joseph down into Egypt 
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and hid them there and then brought them forth. Wasn't Israel tempted in the wilderness? 
Yes, so Christ was tempted in the wilderness, 40 days and 40 nights. It mirrored the 40 
years of Israel in the desert. What God was showing was that Israel is but a type but 
Christ the fulfillment.

So here in Matthew 1:21, "And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name 
JESUS." Actually it's the word in Hebrew, "Yeshua," which sounds a lot like what? 
Joshua. He was the Joshua of his people. Just as Joshua led his people into the land, so 
our Yeshua, our Jesus, has brought forth his people. And it says that, "for he shall save 
his people from their sins." It doesn't say attempt to save or try to save but he shall save.

So when it says, "The LORD hath called me from the womb," over in Isaiah 49:1, it's a 
reminder that this salvation that God purposed of the nations whether Jew or Gentile was 
to be worked out through a man. Not merely a decree from heaven but, "Thou hast called 
me from the womb." That's where this salvation was brought forth with a virgin being 
with child. Again, a mystery, but great is the mystery of godliness. God sent forth his Son 
and that Son being nominated to be the Savior so it's from the womb that all of God's 
decrees, that what he purposed before all the worlds began, this salvation began here in 
time and a body and a man. It says, "from the bowels of my mother hath he made 
mention of my name." He was of the seed of a woman. That's why the reference here is to 
his mother in fulfillment of Scripture, of prophecy, concerning him.

If you go over to Galatians 4, this is a parallel to what we're reading here in Isaiah 49 and 
if I take the time to emphasize these Scriptures, it's so that you can see the unity of 
Scripture, that you can understand that there is no dichotomy between the Old and New 
Testament. This is one book. It was written over thousands of years by many different 
authors directed by the Spirit, but one message, one book and one purpose, to glorify and 
exalt Christ.

Here in Galatians 4, it speaks of the Jewish custom that when there was an heir, they 
would put him under a tutor and so Paul refers to that. "Now I say," in verse 1 of 
Galatians 4, "That the heir, as long as he is a child, differeth nothing from a servant, 
though he be lord of all; But is under tutors and governors until the time appointed of the 
father. Even so we, when we were children, were in bondage under the elements of the 
world." He's talking there about being Israelites. "But when the fulness," notice, "of the 
time was come," very specific, "God sent forth his Son, made of a woman," so that says a 
lot here in Isaiah 49, "from the bowels of my mother hath he made mention of my name." 
The name Jesus was not revealed until that child was to be born. They knew a Messiah 
was coming. They knew he would be the light of the Gentiles. They knew he would be a 
servant of Jehovah. But that specific name, when Isaiah says, "hath he made mention of 
my name," it's very specifically with reference to him being made of a woman, made unto 
the law, to do what? "Redeem them that were under the law that we might receive the 
adoption of sons. And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into 
your hearts, crying, Abba, Father."
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The adoption of sons. Again, think about being estranged as a Gentile, not of the 
commonwealth of Israel. In essence, we've been adopted. Paul refers to it as being grafted 
in. He says, "Don't boast of being grafted in because God can just as easily take you out." 
In other words, pass you by. It's not being a Gentile that gives you a right to be a son of 
God. There are many Gentiles he passed by, just like there are many Jews he passed by. 
The right to sonship or the right to call God our Father, according to this Scripture, is for 
one reason, Christ and being named in him and the work that he came to accomplish.

So even in the book of Hebrews, if you'll look with me there, Hebrews 10:5, "Wherefore 
when he cometh into the world, he saith, Sacrifice and offering thou wouldest not, but a 
body hast thou prepared me: In burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin thou hast had no 
pleasure. Then said I," what? "Lo, I come (in the volume of the book it is written of me,) 
to do thy will, O God." So you see, "Lo, in the volume of the book it is written of me to 
do thy will." 

I believe that's what he's talking about here. His coming and his being set forth as a light 
to the Gentiles was not a Plan B, but it was purposed all along by God to accomplish his 
purpose. "In the volume of the book it is written. Lo, I come." So that's where we look. 
We don't look to men's interpretations of Scripture, we look to what Christ himself has 
declared here.
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