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[Sun. Nov. 22, 2015] Colossians Series, Col. 3.22- 4.1 – Craig A. Thurman 
 
A parallel of both texts (Colossians and Ephesians): 
Col 3:22  Servants, obey [υπακουετε]  
 

υπακουετε, same word used for the 
children. (Eph.6.1; Col., obey); Note: 
only once is this word used in 
reference to a woman: 1Pe.3.6. This 
acknowledges the superior role.  

 
in all things your masters [κυριοις] according 
to the flesh;  
 

Obey the things said of your masters as 
if it were the Word of God. 

 
 
not with eyeservice, as menpleasers [μη εν 
οφθαλμοδουλειαις ως ανθρωπαρεσκοι]; but 
in singleness of heart [εν απλοτητι καρδιας], 
fearing God: 
 
 
 

In singleness: have no doubt or 
hessitation about this being the will of 
God; a singular, focused, simple 
devotion, without distraction, liberal, 
bountiful …  

 
 
 
 
 
23  And whatsoever [all, pa?j] ye do [ποιητε], 

do [work, εργαζεσθε] it heartily [from the 
soul, εκ ψυχης], as to the Lord, and not unto 
men; 
 

Again, emphasizing things, everything 
a servant does is not to men, but to the 

Eph 6:5  Servants, be obedient [υπακουετε]  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
to them that are your masters [κυριοις] 
according to the flesh,  
 

Obey those persons who are your 
masters as if it were the person of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
with fear and trembling [μετα φοβου και 
τρομου], in singleness of your heart [εν 
απλοτητι της καρδιας υμων], as unto Christ; 
6  Not with eyeservice, as menpleasers [μη 
κατ οφθαλμοδουλειαν ως ανθρωπαρεσκοι]; 
but as the servants of Christ,  
 

Fearing God = fear and trembling … as 
unto Christ.  A master is to be served 
in the fear of God because the Lord 
commands it.  A Christian servant’s 
attitude in his service should be based 
on the worthiness of the Master, not 
the master.  Otherwise the service 
rendered will never glorify the Lord as 
it should. 

 
doing [poiou?ntej] the will of God from the 

heart [from the soul, εκ ψυχης]; 
 
 
 

Everything to the Christian is holy; 
nothing is secular.   
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Lord. 
 
Ephesians explains the meaning of 
heartily, or from the soul … 

 
 
 
24  Knowing [ei]do<tej]  

 
The Greek, the perception, more than 
eyesight (though 1Pe.1.8 is the only 
place that would emphasize the visual 
aspect of it.) The nom, pl, masc, part. is 
used 25 times in the N.T., and all but 
once is translated using the word 
know. 

 
that of [from] the Lord [οτι απο κυριου] ye 
shall receive the reward [against] of the 
inheritance [αποληψεσθε την ανταποδοσιν 
της κληρονομιας]: for ye serve the Lord Christ. 
25  But he that doeth wrong  
 

a]dikw?n, nom, sing, masc, part, pres, 

act of a]dike<w;KJV, offense, hurt, 

unjust; so offensive works, hurtful acts, 
or unjust deeds 
 

shall receive [komiei?tai, recover] for [Or, 

what, o!]  the wrong which he hath done 

[h]di<khse, 3rd ps, aor, ind.]: and there is no 

respect of persons.  
 

Colossians: vs. 23, whatsoever all ye 
do; what all ye do.   
 
Both what is done and who is doing 
are important considerations. 

 
… Of Colossians, respect of persons … 
Here with servants, but Ephesians, 
with masters, Eph.6.9) 

 
 
7  With good will [a good understanding or 
mind, μετ ευνοιας] doing service [doing bond-
service, δουλευοντες], as to the Lord, and not 
to men: 
 
8  Knowing [ei]do<tej]  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
that whatsoever good thing any man [each 
one] doeth [poih<s^], the same [this] shall he 

receive [komiei?tai, recover] of [para>, before, 

beside] the Lord [του κυριου], whether he be 
bond or free. 
 

Whether one is compelled to serve or 
free to serve, he is rewarded for how 
he served the Lord in it. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ephesians: whatsoever good thing each 
one does; what each one does. 
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1 ¶  Masters, give unto your servants that 
which is just [KJV, right, meet, righteous] and 
equal [di<kaion kai> th>n i[so<thta];  

 
equal, Mt.20.12-15 (the prerogative of 
the master …) thou hast made them 
equal to us. Mainly, give those who 
serve what they bargained for.  Never 
renege.  
 
 
 
Masters, call them the client, the boss, 
a supervisor, an owner, they receive 
services from others generally based 
on a prearranged agreement with the 
laborer.   As Christians masters, keep 
your agreement whether you made a 
good or a bad agreement.     

 
knowing [ei]do<tej] that ye also have a Master 

in heaven. 
 

As servants serve their masters as they 
would the Lord Christ; so, masters are 
to give what is right and 
commensurate, not with threatenings 
(Implying perhaps a natural propensity 
in men to withhold previous promises 
made, and therefore be a liar.  Call it 
what it is; a man whose word is no 
good is a liar. 

 
9  And, ye masters, do [poiei?te, 2nd p, pl, 

imper. act] the same things unto [pro<j, 

toward] them,  
 

 
Applying the same principle of service 
that servant do to you, so you do to 
them: in the fear of God, with fear and 
trembling as unto Christ … 

 
forbearing [a]nie<ntej, to loose, leave,] 

threatening:  
 

a]peilh<n, Acts 4.17, let us straitly 

threaten them, or threaten them with 
threatenings; never is this Greek, in the 
LXX or Rec’d text used against the 
Lord’s people.  

 
 
 
knowing [ei]do<tej] that your Master also is in 

heaven; neither is there respect of persons 
with him. 
 

Cf. Col. 4.25:  The strong implication is 
the same for masters, that he who 
does wrong shall receive for the wrong 
which he hath done: and there is no 
respect of persons. 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Colossians Series 

4 

We now consider the Word of God concerning the roles of  believing servants and 
believing masters.  In either case we are not told who the servant’s master might 
be, or who the master’s servants might be, whether they are fellow-believers or 
not.  So the admonitions that come to us in the Word of God as servants or 
masters is appropriate regardless of their spiritual condition.  Yet this is the very 
place where we will have the greatest opportunity to serve the Lord and witness 
of Jesus Christ to others.  Coming faithfully to the church gatherings, feasting on 
the riches of His grace, hearing the Word of God read and preached, praising the 
Lord in songs, hymns and spiritual songs, giving thanks, sharing our needs, prayer 
requests, testimonies, and fellowshipping with the saints all conspire together to  
strengthen us for the bulk of the time that we must spend among a very antichrist 
world.  What do fellow-employees see of Christ in me?  What does my boss see of 
Christ in me?  I do not advocate preaching Christ on the clock, aut I do not clock 
out as a Christian when I clock in at work.  My language should always reflect that 
my heart and my tongue are the Lord’s.  My work ethic should always reflect that 
my attitude, my body is for the Lord’s service.  Of all of the people that go to 
work, we should be the joyful, cheerful influence.  When we break for meals we 
give thanks for the food He has given.  When there is something needing to be 
done we step up to meet the need.  If it needs doing we are the doer.  Whether it 
is sweeping floors, maintaining equipment, cleaning bathrooms, keeping supplies 
stocked, there is a place for us to show Christ in very simple ways.  Christians 
ought to be the most dependable, reliable servants and masters that there can be 
in the workforce, and I think that they are.  But there are so few salted in the 
earth anymore. Most of what we see anymore is this person embezzling these 
funds, this person stealing, this person lying, and hardly anyone knows how to 
give a good, honest day’s work.  So, let me say, that it is not difficult to show 
Christ.  It is like shining a light in a dark, dark place.  You’ll stand out with just a 
little bit of effort.  
  
Masters should remember this: 
Le 19:13  Thou shalt not defraud thy neighbour, neither rob him: the wages of him 
that is hired shall not abide with thee all night until the morning. 
 
Deu. 24.14 ¶  Thou shalt not oppress an hired servant that is poor and needy, 
whether he be of thy brethren, or of thy strangers that are in thy land within thy 
gates: 
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15  At his day thou shalt give him his hire, neither shall the sun go down upon it; 
for he is poor, and setteth his heart upon it: lest he cry against thee unto the 
LORD, and it be sin unto thee. 
 
Mal 3:5  And I will come near to you to judgment; and I will be a swift witness 
against the sorcerers, and against the adulterers, and against false swearers, and 
against those that oppress the hireling in his wages, the widow, and the 
fatherless, and that turn aside the stranger from his right, and fear not me, saith 
the LORD of hosts. 
 
Jas 5:1  Go to now, ye rich men, weep and howl for your miseries that shall come 
upon you. 
2  Your riches are corrupted, and your garments are motheaten. 
3  Your gold and silver is cankered; and the rust of them shall be a witness against 
you, and shall eat your flesh as it were fire. Ye have heaped treasure together for 
the last days. (Let not the Christian master ever fall into this sin with the sinners 
of the world without Christ! …) 
4  Behold, the hire of the labourers who have reaped down your fields, which is of 
you kept back by fraud, crieth: and the cries of them which have reaped are 
entered into the ears of the Lord of sabaoth. 
 

Just this week it was in the news how that a well known pizza franchise 
owner was cooking the books to avoid paying his employees overtime pay.  
These employees were working more but receiving less than they should 
have.  We are talking employees who are working for minimum wage.  
There is nothing wrong with paying minimum wage or working for 
minimum wage.  But it is wrong not to pay what is due, right, and just. 

 
The Old Testament principle has been carried into the New Covenant.  
Masters have a duty to do right to those who render their services for you.  
As it was for Israel, so it should be among all of the nations of the world 
among those who call themselves Christians. 

 
     Οἱ δοῦλοι ὑπακούετε  
22  Servants,     obey           
       

Eph. 6.5 Servants, be obedient ὑπακούετε 
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υπακουετε, same word used for the children. (Eph.6.1; Col., obey); Note: 
only once is this word used in reference to a woman: 1Pe.3.6. This 
acknowledges the superior role.  
 
Servants should remember this rule: 
Mt 10:24  The disciple is not above his master, nor the servant above his 
lord. 
25  It is enough for the disciple that he be as his master, and the servant as 
his lord. If they have called the master of the house Beelzebub, how much 
more shall they call them of his household? 

 
The distinction remains the same.  As a servant I may do all that I can, yet I 
must remember I am a servant and there is a master.  No matter how great 
my talents might be; no matter if I know more; have a higher intellect; 
more dependable, might be stronger, more efficient, and more capable to 
do the job, the fact remains as long as I am a servant I am not above my 
master.  The best things that I can do is to obey them.  Insubordination is 
rarely tolerated by servants.  Do your utmost to be an asset to the company 
where you work, to be a blessing to your superiors (how can you make him 
look good), and how can I make the workplace a pleasant experience for 
those with whom I work?  A Christian servant can truly affect the attitude 
that is in the office, on the route, or in the shop.  Everyone can be grumpy, 
not want to be there, not be motivated, but one person can help turn that 
around for good. And that person ought to be the Christian. 
 

κατὰ   πάντα               τοῖς κατὰ σάρκα κυρίοις 

  in   all things your masters according to the flesh; 
                          lords 
 
Eph.6.5 to them that are your masters [κυριοις] according to the flesh,  
 
Colossians says … Obey the thing said of your masters. 
Ephesians says … Obey those persons who are your masters. 
 



Colossians Series 

7 

So in Colossians we should obey our masters as if they spoke the 
Word of God, and in Ephesians we should obey them as it they were 
the person of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
Work for all men and women, servants and masters, is hard or toilsome.   
 

Solomon himself said of life under the sun: 
Ec 2:17  Therefore I hated life; because the work that is wrought 
under the sun is grievous unto me: for all is vanity and vexation of 
spirit. 

 
It began when Adam sinned:  
 

Ge 3:17  And unto Adam he said, Because thou hast hearkened unto 
the voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of the tree, of which I 
commanded thee, saying, Thou shalt not eat of it: cursed is the 
ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy 
life; 
18  Thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to thee; and thou shalt 
eat the herb of the field; 
19  In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto 
the ground; for out of it wast thou taken: for dust thou art, and unto 
dust shalt thou return. 

 
But labor on this earth may not always be as sorrowful as it has been to this 
time.  Especially so for those of the nation of Israel, in the second coming of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, there is a lifting of the curse in some measure for 
those remaining in their natural bodies.  While labor now is with travail 
(Ge.3.17, sorrow; same Hebrew for a woman in sorrow in child birth 

Ge.3.16, bcafA[g]atzav, or bc@f@, [g]etzev, KJV, sorrow, labor, grief), the 

present labor expended now shall in that day be blessed with a greater 
yield (If I understand this correctly as the time of the millennium.) 
 

Eze 36:30  And I will multiply the fruit of the tree, and the increase of 
the field … 
… 
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34  And the desolate land shall be tilled, whereas it lay desolate in the 
sight of all that passed by. 
35  And they shall say, This land that was desolate is become like the 
garden of Eden; and the waste and desolate and ruined cities are 
become fenced, and are inhabited. 
 
Isa 4:2  In that day shall the branch of the LORD be beautiful and 
glorious, and the fruit of the earth shall be excellent and comely for 
them that are escaped of Israel. 
 
Isa 65:[18-25]22  They shall not build, and another inhabit; they shall 
not plant, and another eat: for as the days of a tree are the days of 
my people, and mine elect shall long enjoy the work of their hands. 
… [But in this day the reference to the elect is probably to all of the 
Israelites. (cf. Ro.11.26] 
25  The wolf and the lamb shall feed together, and the lion shall eat 
straw like the bullock: and dust shall be the serpent’s meat. They shall 
not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain, saith the LORD. 
 
Joe 3:18  And it shall come to pass in that day, that the mountains 
shall drop down new wine, and the hills shall flow with milk, and all 
the rivers of Judah shall flow with waters, and a fountain shall come 
forth of the house of the LORD, and shall water the valley of Shittim. 
 
Isa 55:12  For ye shall go out with joy, and be led forth with peace: 
the mountains and the hills shall break forth before you into singing, 
and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 
13  Instead of the thorn shall come up the fir tree, and instead of the 
brier shall come up the myrtle tree: and it shall be to the LORD for a 
name, for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off. 
 

But before us is a day where there is no more curse.   
 

Re 22:3  And there shall be no more curse: but the throne of God and 
of the Lamb shall be in it; and his servants shall serve him … 

 
μὴ   ἐν   ὀφθαλμοδουλείαις  ὡς ἀνθρωπάρεσκοι 
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not with       eyeservice,          as    menpleasers;  
 

eyeservice, ὀφθαλμοδουλείαις, dat, pl, of o]fqalmodoulei<a; o]fqalmo<j 

eye +  doulei<a KJV, bondage ([5 times]; Ro.8.15, 21; Gal.4.24; 5.1; He. 

2.15); o]fqalmodoulei<a meaning enslaving our service to the master 

while he is watching.   
 
B-D-A-G, ‘… service that is performed only to attract attention…, not for its 
own sake nor to please God or one’s own conscience.’ 
 

The Lord instructs us not to render this poor kind of service.  How 
many times have we seen someone render this kind of service?  Let’s 
face it, companies provide some sort of service.  Customer service 
runs on a razor’s edge.  Many times good customer service is how 
efficiently you put out fires.  Everyone has fires, machines, cars, 
equipment, computers all break down.  That is life.  How you respond 
to remedy this makes or breaks a business.  The one who renders 
eyeservice isn’t the one you want to send out for this kind of work.  
He needs babysitting. 
  

Pr 25:19  Confidence in an unfaithful man in time of trouble is 
like a broken tooth, and a foot out of joint. 

 
menpleasers, ἀνθρωπάρεσκοι, nom, pl, masc of a]nqrwpa<reskoj; 

a@nqrwpoj man +  a]re<skw 17 times translated with the English word 

please;  a]nqrwpa<reskoj is only used twice, and both usages are related 

to the manner in which we as servants are prone to serve those that are 
over us in our labors. 
 

ἀλλ᾽ ἐν  ἁπλότητι   καρδίας φοβούμενοι  τὸν Θεόν 
but   in  singleness of heart,     fearing         God: 
 

Eph. 6.5 … with fear and trembling, in singleness of your heart, as unto 
Christ. 
6 Not with eyeservice, as menpleasers, but as the servants of Christ. 
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singleness, ἁπλότητι, dative sing of a[plo<thj; KJV, unto the riches of their 

liberality, in everything to all bountifulness, singleness of heart;  
do it with simplicity; Two ideas come from this Greek word.  How we do 
inwardly affects how we do outwardly.   
 

simplicity, freedom from deceit, without duplicity;  
 

our motivation is because we serve our Lord Jesus Christ.  We 
aren’t out to get the man who the Lord has appointed over us 
fired or make him look bad.   

 
Simplicity speaks of the way in which we use our gifts: 
Ro.12.6  Having then gifts differing according to the grace that 
is given to us, 
… 
8  … let him do it with simplicity …  (There isn’t that contention 
among the saints, vying for influence.  The big ‘I’ and little 
‘you.’  Pastors don’t run the church.  But there are those whose 
desire is to do just that.  We aren’t strong-arming anyone.  
Voluntariness is the key word in the service to Christ and this 
church.) 
 
2Co 1:12  For our rejoicing is this, the testimony of our 
conscience, that in simplicity and godly sincerity, not with 
fleshly wisdom, but by the grace of God, we have had our 
conversation in the world, and more abundantly to you-ward. 
 

…but by the grace of God: God help us never to 
have a minds that looks back over our lives and 
say, ‘look at what my hands have done.’   

 
Uncomplicated and easy to tell the sincerity of the 
service. 
 

1Co 10:31  Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or 
whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God. 
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Col 3:17  And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, 
do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 
thanks to God and the Father by him. 
Col 3:23  And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as 
to the Lord, and not unto men; 

 
singleness, the O.E.D. defines it, to be of one single aim or purpose; 
concentration of the faculties upon one object.  Perhaps we could 
say this is synonymous with devotion; being without distraction. 
 

Can there be any doubt about it, that we serve God and 
our Lord Jesus Christ, not by just what we do, but how 
we do.   

 
Lu 16:13  No servant can serve two masters: for either he will 
hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the one, 
and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon. 
 

mammon is the Aramaic, NOmmA, for riches. In this 

case mammon takes on an antithetical 
personification which has stolen our heart and 
service from the One who loved us and bought us 
with His own blood.  We have given up true 
worship and true service of God to live only for 
the here and now. 

 
No Christian service may be rendered properly to an 
earthly master except that that service is given because 
of Jesus Christ.  To serve any man either above or 
without regard for the Lord, if it is not idolatry it must be 
very close to it.   
 

Fearing God = fear and trembling … as unto Christ.  That earthly 
master is to be served in the fear of God, not fear of a man, because 
the Lord commands it.  It is this obedience that produces a service 
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that no earthly master can speak against, but must confess to the 
glory of God that this is truly a Christian.  

 
Οἱ δοῦλοι ὑπακούετε κατὰ πάντα τοῖς κατὰ σάρκα κυρίοις μὴ ἐν 

ὀφθαλμοδουλείαις ὡς ἀνθρωπάρεσκοι ἀλλ᾽ ἐν ἁπλότητι καρδίας 

φοβούμενοι τὸν Θεόν 
 
                                    ποιῆτε     

1
ψυχῆς 

2
ἐργάζεσθε 

23  And whatsoever ye  do,             2do it 1heartily,       
                                                       effect [it] from the soul 
                                                           labor from the soul 
                                                      committing [good work] from the soul 
 

Eph.6.6 …doing [poiou?ntej] the will of God from the heart [from the soul, 

εκ ψυχης]  From the soul is explained in Ephesians in verse 7 … 
 

Eph. 6.7 With good will [a good understanding or mind, μετ ευνοιας] 
doing service [doing bond-service, δουλευοντες], as to the Lord, and 
not to men … 
 

We all must work.  The Lord has ordained through it that we 
may provide for the things that we need and for the things of 
others.  But we aren’t so free are we?  We can’t just quit can 
we?  So we need to check our attitude, chasten ourselves, and 
be obedient to the Word of God.  And the Lord blesses. 

 
do, ποιῆτε, 2nd p pl, pres, subj, act of poie<w; ; vs. 17 

 
do, ἐργάζεσθε, 2nd p pl, pres, ind of e]rga<zomai; KJV, to work, wrought, 

labor, do, minister, trade. 
 

ἐργάζεσθε 
Joh 6:27  Labour not for the meat which perisheth, but for that meat 
which endureth unto everlasting life, which the Son of man shall give 
unto you: for him hath God the Father sealed. 
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Jas 2:9  But if ye have respect to persons, ye commit sin, and are 
convinced of the law as transgressors. 

 
ὡς   τῷ κυρίῳ   καὶ  οὐκ   ἀνθρώποις 
as  to the Lord, and  not    unto men; 
 

καὶ πᾶν ὃ τι ἐὰν ποιῆτε ἐκ ψυχῆς ἐργάζεσθε ὡς τῷ κυρίῳ καὶ οὐκ ἀνθρώποις 
 
 
       εἰδότες   ὅτι  ἀπὸ     κυρίου ἀπολήψεσθε   τὴν ἀνταπόδοσιν τῆς κληρονομίας 

24  Knowing that of   the Lord  ye shall receive the     reward      of the inheritance:  
 

The Greek, εἰδότες, [same for Eph. 6.8] the perception, more than eyesight 
(though 1Pe.1.8 is the only place that would emphasize the visual aspect of 
it.) The nom, pl, masc, part. is used 25 times in the N.T., and all but once is 
translated using the word know. 
 

Eph.6.8 Knowing that whatsoever good thing any man [each one] 
doeth [poih<s^], the same [this] shall he receive [komiei?tai, 

recover] of [para>, before, beside] the Lord [του κυριου], whether he 

be bond or free. 
 

No thing that we do to the Lord in our service to this man or 
woman who is over us is lost.  We shall recover it and more.  
During our present service the Lord provides for us the things 
that we need.  We aren’t seeking those thing like the world 
does. 
 

Take no thought for your life … (Mt.6.25) …Therefore 
take no thought saying, what shall we eat? or, What 
shall we drink? or, Wherewithal shall we be clothed? (31) 
But seek first the kingdom of God, and all these things 
shall be added unto you. 
 

Don’t be fooled.  We don’t have because we work so hard.  
Because we have more intelligence than others.  Because we 
have the business sense to make sound decisions.  There are 
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plenty of folks that we know that this is simply not true.  By 
that I do not mean to say that nothing was done, but that the 
Lord gifted this means.   

 
Ec 3:13  And also that every man should eat and drink, 
and enjoy the good of all his labour, it is the gift of God. 
 
Ec 5:19  Every man also to whom God hath given riches 
and wealth, and hath given him power to eat thereof, 
and to take his portion, and to rejoice in his labour; this 
is the gift of God. 
 

Substance or the lack of it is no indication of godliness or 
obedience to Christ. 

 
ye shall receive, ἀπολήψεσθε, 2nd p pl, fut, ind, mid of a]polamba<nw; ;  

 
τῷ γὰρ κυρίῳ Χριστῷ δουλεύετε 
    for ye serve the Lord Christ. 
 

ye serve, δουλεύετε, 2nd p pl, pres, ind of douleu<w; KJV uses two English 

words to translate this: serve, bondage;  
 

One other place where δουλεύετε is found: 
Ga 5:13 ¶  For, brethren, ye have been called unto liberty; only 
use not liberty for an occasion to the flesh, but by love serve 
one another. 
 

By serving Christ we may serve our masters and one another.  Paul, in Acts 
20.16-21, shows us that all that he did for the churches in his travels 
everywhere was done in service to the Lord.  All that we do, children that 
know the Lord, their school work, their chores around the house, our work 
at the office, in the shop, or on the route, when we dedicate our lives to 
Christ it is all counted as service to Him.  There is no secular or holy in the 
Christian’s life.  It is all holy.   
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εἰδότες ὅτι ἀπὸ κυρίου ἀπολήψεσθε τὴν ἀνταπόδοσιν τῆς κληρονομίας τῷ 

γὰρ κυρίῳ Χριστῷ δουλεύετε 
 
         ὁ δὲ         ἀδικῶν                                           κομιεῖται    (vs. 24)                   
25  But he that doeth wrong                                   shall receive                         
                      “        “      hurt                            shall have conveyed to him 
                                      offense, injury 
                                       unjust 
 

that doeth wrong, ἀδικῶν, nom, sing, masc, part, pres, act of a]dike<w; KJV, 

offense, hurt, unjust; so offensive works, hurtful acts, or unjust deeds.  
 

shall receive, κομιεῖται, 3rd ps, fut, ind, mid of komi<zw; Mt.25.27, I should 

have received mine own; Lk.7.37, brought an alabaster box; 2Co.5.10 every 
one may receive the things; Eph.6.8,the same shall he receive of the; Col. 
3.25, shall receive for the wrong; He. 10.36, ye might receive the promise; 
He. 11.19, from whence also he received him in a figure; 11.39, received not 
the promise; 1Pe. 1.9, Receving the end of your faith; 1Pe. 5.4, ye shall 
receive a crown of glory; 2Pe.2.13, And shall receive the reward of. 
 

Only other place where κομιεῖται is used: 
Eph 6:8  Knowing that whatsoever good thing any man doeth, the 
same shall he receive of the Lord, whether he be bond or free. 

 
                     ὃ ἠδίκησεν                    καὶ  οὐκ ἔστιν   προσωποληψία 
for the wrong which he hath done:  and there is no  respect of persons. 
                      that wrong 
 

ἠδίκησεν, 3rd ps, aor.1, ind of a]dike<w. 

 
respect of persons, προσωποληψία, pro<swpon KJV, face, person, 

countenance, presence, fashion, outward appearance +  lamba<nw, to 

receive or take; Found four times in the N.T. (Ro.2.11; Eph.6.9; Col.3.25; 
Ja.2.1). 
 

Ro.2.11, Whether Jew of Gentile, without respect of persons, every 
soul that doeth evil, who are contentious and do not obey the truth, 
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but obey unrighteousness, they receive indignation and wrath, 
tribulation and anguish.  Those who by patient continuance in well 
doing seek for glory and honour and immortality, receive eternal life. 
 
Col.3.25, Every believing servant of men, without respect of persons 
shall be judged how they served others. 
 
Eph.6.9, Every believing master of men, without respect of persons 
shall be judged how they exercised their lordship over men. 
 
Ja.2.1, Christians are not to judge others according to the outward 
appearance, or with respect of persons.  Such is partiality. (v. 4) 
 

Le 19:15  Ye shall do no unrighteousness in judgment: thou 
shalt not respect the person of the poor, nor honour the person 
of the mighty: but in righteousness shalt thou judge thy 
neighbour. 

The Lord cannot be and will not be partial.  This commandment is the 
same for all of his servants, whether they have the role as servants or 
masters.  It will be applied to each.  Let us examine any excuses that 
we might make for rendering a service that fails to honor the Lord. 
  

A. T. Robertson, Word Pictures in the New Testament, vol. IV, 508,  ‘This is a 
general law of life and of God and it is fair and square.  There is no respect 
of persons (ouk estin proswpolhyi<a). There is with men, but not with 

God.’  
 

ὁ δὲ ἀδικῶν κομιεῖται ὃ ἠδίκησεν καὶ οὐκ ἔστιν προσωποληψία 
 
Chapter 4 
 
Most agreement for paragraph divisions (cf. p.2 above) are as follows: 

4.1, 2, 5, 7, 10, 18. 
 
1 ¶  Masters,  
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These are called the client, the boss, a supervisor, an owner, and so forth.  
These have charge or care over others.  There are good masters and there 
are plenty of evil masters.  Let all Christians masters, be true to their word. 

 
                                                               δίκαιον καὶ τὴν ἰσότητα 
give unto your servants that which is       just    and          equal;  
                                                                  right, meet       commensurate 
                                                                                            proportionate 
 

give, παρέχεσθε, 2nd p pl, pres, imper, mid of pare<xw; para< by, before, 

above, beside, near +  e@xw to have, hold, possess, retain; Lk.6.29 offer; 

Acts 16.16 brought; 17.31 given; 22.2 kept; 28.2 shewed; 1Ti.1.4 minister; et 
al. 

 
just, δίκαιον, nom and acc sing. neut of di<kaioj, KJV, (19), righteous, right, 

just, Just, meet. 
 
equal, i]so<thta, root i@soj; Mt.20.12-15 (the prerogative of the master …) 

thou hast made them equal to us; Mk.14.56, 59, agree … together; Lk.6.34, 
to receive as much again; Jn.5.18, making himself equal with God; Acts 
11.17, God gave them the like gift as he did unto us; Php. 2.6, not robbery 
to be equal with God; Re. 21.16, length and the breadth and the height of it 
are equal.   
 

Equitable wages.  Mainly, give those who give their service to you, at 
the minimum, what they bargained for.  Never renege.  Among some 
of the worst offenses that may be done by masters, it is to take 
advantage of the poor.  We all like a good bargain, but there might 
be in masters the propensity to extract more than is reasonable from 
their servants.  Servants are usually always of a lower standard of 
living than their masters.  There is nothing wrong with that at all!  
Christian masters should guard against abusing their position over 
those who labor for them.  But let’s be clear, masters have a bottom 
line to maintain.  Servants must be profitable.  Masters can’t run in 
the red.  They are not a charity.  But the Lord takes issue with abuses 
against the poor. 
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Ex 22:25  If thou lend money to any of my people that is poor 
by thee, thou shalt not be to him as an usurer, neither shalt 
thou lay upon him usury. 
 
Ex 23:6  Thou shalt not wrest the judgment of thy poor in his 
cause. 
 
Le 19:10  And thou shalt not glean thy vineyard, neither shalt 
thou gather every grape of thy vineyard; thou shalt leave them 
for the poor and stranger: I am the LORD your God. 
 
Deu. 24.10  When thou dost lend thy brother any thing, thou 
shalt not go into his house to fetch his pledge. 
11  Thou shalt stand abroad, and the man to whom thou dost 
lend shall bring out the pledge abroad unto thee. 
12  And if the man be poor, thou shalt not sleep with his 
pledge: 
13  In any case thou shalt deliver him the pledge again when 
the sun goeth down, that he may sleep in his own raiment, and 
bless thee: and it shall be righteousness unto thee before the 
LORD thy God. 
14 ¶  Thou shalt not oppress an hired servant that is poor and 
needy, whether he be of thy brethren, or of thy strangers that 
are in thy land within thy gates: 
15  At his day thou shalt give him his hire, neither shall the sun 
go down upon it; for he is poor, and setteth his heart upon it: 
lest he cry against thee unto the LORD, and it be sin unto thee. 
 
Pr 14:31  He that oppresseth the poor reproacheth his Maker: 
but he that honoureth him hath mercy on the poor. 

 
Eph.6.9 And, ye masters, do [poiei?te, 2nd p, pl, imper. act] the same things 

unto [pro<j, toward] them,  
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Applying the same principle of service that servant do to you, so you 
do to them: in the fear of God, with fear and trembling as unto Christ 
… 

 
forbearing [a]nie<ntej, to loose, leave,] threatening:  

 
a]peilh<n, Acts 4.17, let us straitly threaten them, or threaten them 

with threatenings; never is this Greek, in the LXX or Rec’d text used 
against the Lord’s people.  

 
 εἰδότες   ὅτι       καὶ ὑμεῖς  ἔχετε    κύριον  ἐν οὐρανοῖς 
knowing that        ye also    have   a Master in  heaven[s]. 
 

knowing, εἰδότες, nom, pl, masc, part of oi#da or ei]de<w; the 

perception, more than eyesight (though 1Pe.1.8 is the only place that 
would emphasize the visual aspect of it); 25 times in the N.T., and all 
but once is translated using the word know;  cf. Eph. 6.8, 9; Col. 3.24; 
4.1. 

 
Eph.6.9 knowing that your Master also is in heaven [οὐρανοῖς];  
 

Ec 5:8  If thou seest the oppression of the poor, and violent perverting 
of judgment and justice in a province, marvel not at the matter: for 
he that is higher than the highest regardeth; and there be higher than 
they. 
9 ¶  Moreover the profit of the earth is for all: the king himself is 
served by the field. 

 
neither is there respect of persons with him. 
 

Cf. Col. 4.25:  The strong implication is the same for masters, that he 
who does wrong shall receive for the wrong which he hath done: and 
there is no respect of persons. 

 
heaven, οὐρανοῖς, dative plural, heavens; 40 times in the dative, plural. 
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As servants serve their masters as they would the Lord Christ; so, masters 
are to give what is right and commensurate, not with threatenings 
(Implying perhaps a natural propensity in men to withhold previous 
promises made, and therefore be a liar.  Call it what it is; a man whose 
word is no good is a liar. 

 
Οἱ κύριοι τὸ δίκαιον καὶ τὴν ἰσότητα τοῖς δούλοις παρέχεσθε εἰδότες ὅτι καὶ 

ὑμεῖς ἔχετε κύριον ἐν οὐρανοῖς 
 

What do we see in these verse of Colossians chapter 3?  That there is no 
relationship, not a role to which we are appointed of the Lord, where we 
cannot honor the Word of God and glorify Christ.  We need one another’s 
prayers and support, encouragement and admonishment.  Let us help one 
another to be what we should be as faithful servants of Jesus Christ.   
 

Mt 25:21  His lord said unto him, Well done, thou good and faithful 
servant: thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee 
ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord.  
 

1Pe.2.18  Servants, be subject to your masters with all fear; not only to the 
good and gentle, but also to the froward. 
19  For this is thankworthy, if a man for conscience toward God endure 
grief, suffering wrongfully. 
20  For what glory is it, if, when ye be buffeted for your faults, ye shall take 
it patiently? but if, when ye do well, and suffer for it, ye take it patiently, 
this is acceptable with God. 
21  For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suffered for us, 
leaving us an example, that ye should follow his steps: 
22  Who did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth: 
23  Who, when he was reviled, reviled not again; when he suffered, he 
threatened not; but committed himself to him that judgeth righteously: 
24  Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that we, 
being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness: by whose stripes ye were 
healed. 
25  For ye were as sheep going astray; but are now returned unto the 
Shepherd and Bishop of your souls. 
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If we fail in this we must fail in our very Christianity.  How much more 
practical and basic is service to Christ than this? 

 


