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1 Corinthians 5
It is actually reported that there is sexual immorality among you, 
and of a kind that is not tolerated even among pagans, for a man 
has his father’s wife. 2And you are arrogant! Ought you not rather 
to mourn? Let him who has done this be removed from among you.

3For though absent in body, I am present in spirit; and as if present, 
I have already pronounced judgment on the one who did such a 
thing. 4When you are assembled in the name of the Lord Jesus and 
my spirit is present, with the power of our Lord Jesus, 5you are to 
deliver this man to Satan for the destruction of the flesh, so that his 
spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord.

6Your boasting is not good. Do you not know that a little leaven 
leavens the whole lump? 7Cleanse out the old leaven that you may 
be a new lump, as you really are unleavened. For Christ, our 
Passover lamb, has been sacrificed. 8Let us therefore celebrate the 
festival, not with the old leaven, the leaven of malice and evil, but 
with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.
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1 Corinthians 5
9I wrote to you in my letter not to associate with sexually immoral 

people— 10not at all meaning the sexually immoral of this world, or 

the greedy and swindlers, or idolaters, since then you would need to 

go out of the world. 11But now I am writing to you not to associate 

with anyone who bears the name of brother if he is guilty of sexual 

immorality or greed, or is an idolater, reviler, drunkard, or 

swindler—not even to eat with such a one. 12For what have I to do 

with judging outsiders? Is it not those inside the church whom you 

are to judge? 13God judges those outside. “Purge the evil person 

from among you.”
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It is actually reported that there is sexual immorality among you, and of a 

kind that is not tolerated even among pagans, for a man has his father’s wife. 

2And you are arrogant! Ought you not rather to mourn? Let him who has 

done this be removed from among you.

Church discipline is for clear sin issues (not matters of conscience, liberty, 
wisdom): “sexual immorality” 

• Ephesians 5:3 But sexual immorality and all impurity or covetousness must not 
even be named among you, as is proper among saints.

• Paul is astonished because this would not even be tolerated among the pagans 
and it’s being tolerated in the church 

Church discipline is for continual habitual unrepentant sin issues: “a man has his 
father’s wife” 

2 Corinthians 7:10 For godly grief/sorrow produces a repentance that leads to 
salvation without regret, whereas worldly grief produces death.

• Instead of mourning over the sin (Ps 51 broken & contrite heart), there was 
arrogance

Let him who has done this be removed from among you

• When someone is living in habitual unrepentant clear sin they are to be 
removed from the church 
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3For though absent in body, I am present in spirit; and as if present, I have 

already pronounced judgment on the one who did such a thing. 4When you are 

assembled in the name of the Lord Jesus and my spirit is present, with the power 

of our Lord Jesus, 5you are to deliver this man to Satan for the destruction of 

the flesh, so that his spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord.

Based on the information Paul has received he is able to make a spiritual judgment on this 

person: “remove them from among you”

• When you are assembled in the name of the Lord Jesus and my spirit is present: The removal 

is to be done publicly

– Matt 18:17 If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church. And if he refuses to listen 

even to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector 

• With the power of our Lord Jesus: Matt 18:20 For where two or three are gathered in my 

name, there am I among them.”

• you are to deliver this man to Satan for the destruction of the flesh, so that his spirit may be 

saved in the day of the Lord.

– For the individual being removed (disciplined) the hope is the saving of his soul (love) 

– 1 Tim 1:18-20 This charge I entrust to you, Timothy, my child, in accordance with the 

prophecies previously made about you, that by them you may wage the good warfare, 

19holding faith and a good conscience. By rejecting this, some have made shipwreck of 

their faith, 20among whom are Hymenaeus and Alexander, whom I have handed over to 

Satan that they may learn not to blaspheme.
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6Your boasting is not good. Do you not know that a little leaven leavens the 

whole lump? 7Cleanse out the old leaven that you may be a new lump, as you 

really are unleavened. For Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed. 

8Let us therefore celebrate the festival, not with the old leaven, the leaven of 

malice and evil, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.

Here Paul compares the church to a lump (of dough) and sin to leaven: 

Removing the unrepentant sinner (leaven) protects the lump (church)-

Purity

• Unrepentant sin will permeate the church and must be dealt with

9I wrote to you in my letter not to associate with sexually immoral 

people— 10not at all meaning the sexually immoral of this world, or 

the greedy and swindlers, or idolaters, since then you would need to 

go out of the world.

• As Christians we live in the midst of the world (not being 

conformed) but as a light and witness to Christ (John 17) 
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11But now I am writing to you not to associate with anyone who bears the name of 

brother if he is guilty of sexual immorality or greed, or is an idolater, reviler, drunkard, 

or swindler—not even to eat with such a one. 12For what have I to do with judging 

outsiders? Is it not those inside the church whom you are to judge? 13God judges those 

outside. “Purge the evil person from among you.”

We are not to associate with anyone who bears the name brother (professes 

Christ) who is living in unrepentant sin: associate-mixed up with, intimacy

• End v11 not even to eat with such a one (hospitality/fellowship is a blessing 

of the church)

Judging: v12-13 God judges those outside the church (unbelievers), but we 

have a responsibility to judge those inside the church (according to Scripture)

• Purge the evil person from among you 

When the church obeys God’s commands in church discipline:

• It becomes a means of grace towards the unrepentant sinner (showing sin)

• It keeps the church pure (Keeps sin from spreading) 

• It magnifies the seriousness of sin and brings fear regarding sin 

– Acts 5:11 And great fear came upon the whole church
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