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Message #37          Matthew 10:34-11:1 

 

Luke 2:14 says that when the multitude of angels spoke to the shepherds at the birth of Jesus 

Christ, they informed them that the one who had been born would bring to the earth “Peace 

among men.”  When we read the Messianic prediction found in Micah 7:6-7, we read just the 

opposite.  Just before the LORD comes to reign (Micah 1:3), there will be sons who treat their 

fathers contemptuously, daughters will rise up against mothers, daughter-in-law will rise up 

against mother-in-law and a man’s enemies will be people of his own household. 

 

How do we reconcile these two ideas?  It is reconciled by two different comings of Jesus Christ.  

The first time Jesus Christ came into this world, He came to make it possible for a sinner to have 

a peaceful relationship with God.  But those who choose to do so will not be at peace on earth.  

The second time He comes He will reign over those who are in a peaceful relationship with God 

and there will be peace on earth. 

 

THE PRELUDE TO THE KINGDOM BEING ESTABLISHED WILL NOT BE A TIME 

OF PEACE FOR CHRIST’S SERVANTS, BUT A TIME OF  TROUBLE . 

 

Now the infinitive “to bring a sword” from verse 34 is an aorist infinitive–which means at 

Christ’s first coming, instead of Him bringing the expected peace on earth, He brought a sudden 

moment and movement of spiritual war.  Christ’s first coming was not calming to this world; it 

was convicting and confronting.  Peace on earth was not the goal of Christ’s first coming. 

 

INSTRUCTIVE POINT #1 – Prior to the kingdom, a relationship with Jesus Christ will 

                                                     divide  families .  10:34-36 

 

Christ’s first coming will not produce harmony among people; it will produce division.  A 

commitment to Jesus Christ will make some of the most intimate of settings a war zone.  If you 

have a relationship with Jesus Christ that is true to the Word of God, you may find yourself at 

odds with members of your own household.  A true relationship with Jesus Christ can divide 

friends, nations, families and even churches.  This will be dramatically seen just before Jesus 

Christ comes a second time when the antichrist is ruling the world.  Family members will 

literally betray other family members. 

 

INSTRUCTIVE POINT #2 – A worthy relationship with Jesus Christ loves Him first above 

                                                       all  other people.  10:37 

 

A relationship with Jesus Christ takes precedence over every earthly relationship.  A love for 

one’s family should never be greater than a love for God. 

 

INSTRUCTIVE POINT #3 – A worthy relationship with Jesus Christ requires sacrificial   

                                                      commitment.  10:38 

 

The “not worthy of me” statement found in verses 37 and 38 is a statement of deity. 



                p. 83 

 

This is actually a statement that means not worthy of a relationship with God.  A commitment to 

Christ is a cross to be borne.  Any person who is showing worth in relationship with God will be 

one who endures hardships and makes sacrifices. 

 

INSTRUCTIVE POINT #4 – A relationship with Jesus Christ will be one who realizes life is   

                                                      found by dying to  self .  10:39 

 

Paul discovered this very fact when he said, “I die daily” (I Cor. 15:31).  The key to a 

meaningful life is to put Jesus Christ first in life.  A relationship with Jesus Christ means more 

than just difficulties for Him; it means difficulties for us every single day. 

 

INSTRUCTIVE POINT #5 – A real relationship with God means a right relationship with    

                                                      God’s  messengers .  10:40 

 

Behind every man of God, who publically communicates God’s Word, are faithful people of God 

who support him.  This is true now and it was also true in the days when Jesus was on earth.  It is 

apparent that the key verb of these verses is the verb “receive.”  It is used four times in verse 40 

and four more times in verse 41.  The Greek word is dekomai.  The tenses of the verb are all 

present, meaning this will be a continual and habitual pattern of receiving God’s messengers.  

The consistent pattern of one who has a real relationship with Jesus Christ will be one of 

continually receiving His messengers, not rejecting His messengers.  This idea of receiving 

includes the idea of accepting and supporting (Smith, p. 103).  Now look carefully at what Jesus 

Christ is saying here–when people continually receive and care for His sent servants, God views 

it as receiving and caring for Him. 

 

INSTRUCTIVE POINT #6 – A tremendous  reward  will be earned by those who received  

                                                      God’s sent messengers.  10:41 

 

Future judgment has been a major theme of this chapter (10:15, 26, 28, 32, 33, 41, 42).  in the 

mind of God, great rewards may be earned through support.  There will be great reward for the 

commitment to Christ.  When you support a ministry because you love Jesus Christ, you do lay 

up treasure in heaven. 

 

INSTRUCTIVE POINT #7 – No sacrifice made for God’s  faithful  people goes unnoticed. 

                                                     10:42 
 

God keeps track of cups of water given to His faithful people.  Notice this is given “in the name 

of a disciple.” 

 

Jesus finished these great teachings and went to preach and teach in other cities (11:1). 

 

 

 

 


