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Let's go to Luke 16 this morning. As we continue in our preaching straight through the 
Gospel of Luke, we come to, well actually we continue a theme the Lord began speaking 
the last time we were together and we're going to continue on in that theme as he talks 
about the fact that we are managers and stewards of all the stuff, the possessions in our 
lives. We're not owners, God owns it all and we are managers of what he has given us. 
Continuing in this theme, verse 10 of Luke 16, we'll go down to verse 16. Verse 10,

10 "He who is faithful in a very little thing is faithful also in much; and he 
who is unrighteous in a very little thing is unrighteous also in much. 11 
Therefore if you have not been faithful in the use of unrighteous wealth, 
who will entrust the true riches to you? 12 And if you have not been 
faithful in the use of that which is another's, who will give you that which 
is your own? 13 No servant can serve two masters; for either he will hate 
the one and love the other, or else he will be devoted to one and despise 
the other. You cannot serve God and wealth." 14 Now the Pharisees, who 
were lovers of money, were listening to all these things and were scoffing 
at Him. 15 And He said to them, "You are those who justify yourselves in 
the sight of men, but God knows your hearts; for that which is highly 
esteemed among men is detestable in the sight of God. 16 The Law and 
the Prophets were proclaimed until John; since that time the gospel of the 
kingdom of God has been preached, and everyone is forcing his way into 
it." 

It was considered the greatest financial scandal perhaps of all times. In 1920, a man by 
the name of Charles Ponzi developed an investment company whereby men would invest 
in international postage and it was going to be sold among the nations and then reap great 
profits so the investors were promised massive returns. However, the reality was only 
miniscule profits were being made and Charles Ponzi would take new investors' money 
and give returns to the old investors and make them think it was a great investment. The 
problem is that he had to get more investors and get them to give their money to give the 
last investors some sort of profit and thus the dog chasing its tail kept going on. Of 
course, pretty soon it was found out. That kind of thing can't last. An enormous number 
of people lost their wealth and banks even went out of business because they were 
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supported by the great amounts of money that Charles Ponzi was bringing in and, of 
course, he went to prison.

It made me think about our government today. Our government seems to function on 
something of a Ponzi scheme. They keep giving away and doling out and giving away 
and doling out money we don't have assuming it's going to come from somewhere, some 
day, from somebody but you and I both know one day that is going to run out. There is 
going to be a great reckoning day and a great accounting day coming up. But we're also 
functioning in a Ponzi scheme ourselves. If we think we can use the stuff God has put 
into our care and there is not going to be a day of reckoning for it. If we think there is no 
day of accounting of what we've done with the stuff he allowed us to be stewards or 
manages over during this life. There is a reckoning day. There is a day of accounting. So 
I've taken this section where Jesus talks very clearly and very plainly about our 
stewardship and I call it "The Greatest Ponzi Scheme," because if you're going to use the 
things that are given to you and not think that there is an accounting, a reckoning before 
God, you've been duped and you're going to come up bankrupt and a loser on the day of 
judgment.

First of all, let's notice in verses 10-12: a proper perspective of possessions. A proper 
perspective of possessions. Just what are we supposed to view the things that God has 
given us, the things that he has entrusted to our management, what's the proper 
perspective of all of that? Subpoint 1: we need to remind ourselves that earthly 
possessions are of little value. Notice what the Lord says there in verse 10, they are of 
little value. He says, "He who is faithful in a very little thing is faithful also in much." 
Now, knowing the context of what our Lord is talking about, he's talking about the little 
things being the things of the present world, that the things that we know in this present 
life and in this present physical earth are just of very slight value when you understand 
eternal things. First of all, we know everything in this earth is a temporal thing. I'm going 
to throw a few cross references out there to help seal this into our thinking this morning. 
2 Peter 3:10-11. "But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, in which the heavens will 
pass away with a roar and the elements will be destroyed," that's the tiniest building 
blocks of matter, they "will be destroyed with intense heat, and the earth and its works 
will be burned up. Since all these things are to be destroyed in this way, what sort of 
people ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness?" Now, what is he saying here? 
He's saying, "Realize, talk truth to yourself so that while you have stuff down here," and 
there's a degree of righteous pleasure in stuff God loves allows us to have, "remind 
yourself that it's very, very temporal. It's all going to be burned up and destroyed." That's 
why the Lord says here that it's of little value.

Secondly, not only is it temporal, it's being preserved right now for desctruction. 
Preserved for description. It's only being maintained on this earth at this present hour so 
the Lord can one day destroy it all when he pleases so that he might manifest his own 
justice. You think and I think if we're not careful, that things are just going along sort of 
in these natural laws that hold stuff together and then one day God is going to intervene 
and you're wrong, God is right now personally, presently holding everything together and 
he's going to release that hold and then inject his judgment and destruction when he's 
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ready one day. It's only preserved right now for destruction. That's B. in our outline. A 
few verses here that will help us on this, Colossians 1:17 says, "He is before all things, 
and in Him all things hold together." In him they all hold together. 2 Peter 3:3-7, "Know 
this first of all, that in the last days mockers will come with their mocking, following 
after their own lusts, and saying, 'Where is the promise of His coming? For ever since the 
fathers fell asleep, all continues just as it was from the beginning of creation.'" That 
sounds like a statement from a modern science journal, things have just been going on 
like they always have and slowly evolving. There is no personal power of a Creator we 
have to deal with. Look at verse 5, "For when they maintain this, it escapes their notice 
that by the word of God the heavens existed long ago and the earth was formed out of 
water and by water, through which the world at that time was destroyed, being flooded 
with water." Now, notice verse 7, "But by His word the present heavens and earth are 
being reserved for fire," reserved, "kept," he says, "for the day of judgment and 
destruction of ungodly men." So God, not only does he say, "Everything that is is very 
temporal, don't get very attached to it," secondly he says, "It's only holding together right 
now, it's only preserved right now to the end that when it pleases God to glorify his 
justice against a sin corrupted world, he's going to destroy it."

A third thought, not only is it temporal, not only is it preserved for destruction but a third 
thought is: it's all God's. We just need to remind ourselves of that simple truth, it's all his. 
Exodus 19:5, he says at the end of that verse, "for all the earth is mine." For all the earth 
is mine. You are duped by the greatest Ponzi lie that ever existed if you think you're 
going to live down here, do what you want, when you want, the way you want but the 
things God has entrusted to you and there is no day of accounting coming, no day of 
reckoning ahead. There is. There is.

Now look at verse 10, as we can continue on again, he says, "He who is faithful in a very 
little thing is faithful also in much." Now, we talked about the faithfulness in the little 
thing which means your faithfulness in this life, how you manage life. The "much" now 
he talks about, he says, "then you'll be faithful in much." That refers to the greatness, the 
exceeding value of the eternal kingdom we will one day inherit. He says, "Look at this 
present kingdom as one of little value, not worth caring about all that much. Put your 
emphasis on the greater value of the greater kingdom that's coming." Isaiah 65:17 speaks 
of this greater kingdom that's coming. He says, "For behold, I create new heavens and a 
new earth; And the former things will not be remembered or come to mind." I think that's 
a joyous and wondrous truth to know that in heaven you have a renewed memory. You 
won't even be able to remember bad stuff anymore. Everything is made new. "The 
Passion of the Christ" movie that caused such a stir that Mel Gibson produced several 
years ago, if you remember, as the character portraying Jesus is carrying the cross beam 
down the Via Dolorosa, he stumbles to his knees and his mother, Mary, runs over to him 
and he looks at her and he says, "I'm about to make all things new." That is a powerful 
phrase, a powerful saying. In other words, "I'm going to this cross. I'm redeeming and 
purchasing back for God everything that is plus the souls of my children and it's just a 
matter of time until I finish this new creative work I'm starting right here at this cross. I'm 
about to make all things new."
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That's why it's a much greater thing. The things of this life, they are little things but the 
things of God's kingdom are great and mighty and wondrous things. 2 Peter 3:13, "But 
according to His promise we are looking for new heavens and a new earth, in which 
righteousness dwells."  That's the one that's coming. Revelation 21:5, "And He who sits 
on the throne said, 'Behold, I am making all things new.' And He said, 'Write, for these 
words are faithful and true.'"  

Now, keep your Bible ribbon in Luke 16. We'll be back there but go to Revelation 21. 
Would you do that? All the way to the very back of the New Testament to Revelation 21 
and we'll begin in verse 10. Notice what John sees about this new eternal kingdom we're 
going to inherit. Jesus is saying, "This is the kingdom of greatest value that ought to have 
your heart and your attention and your energies." Verse 10, Revelation 21, "And he 
carried me away in the Spirit to a great and high mountain, and showed me the holy city, 
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, having the glory of God. Her brilliance 
was like a very costly stone, as a stone of crystal-clear jasper. It had a great and high 
wall, with twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels; and names were written on them, 
which are the names of the twelve tribes of the sons of Israel. There were three gates on 
the east and three gates on the north and three gates on the south and three gates on the 
west. And the wall of the city had twelve foundation stones, and on them were the twelve 
names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb. The one who spoke with me had a gold 
measuring rod to measure the city, and its gates and its wall." Let me just stop there. 
Even the measuring sticks there are made of gold. Verse 16, "The city is laid out as a 
square, and its length is as great as the width; and he measured the city with the rod, 
fifteen hundred miles; its length and width and height are equal. And he measured its 
wall, seventy-two yards, according to human measurements, which are also angelic 
measurements. The material of the wall was jasper; and the city was pure gold, like clear 
glass. The foundation stones of the city wall were adorned with every kind of precious 
stone. The first foundation stone was jasper; the second, sapphire; the third, chalcedony; 
the fourth, emerald; the fifth, sardonyx; the sixth, sardius; the seventh, chrysolite; the 
eighth, beryl; the ninth, topaz; the tenth, chrysoprase; the eleventh, jacinth; the twelfth, 
amethyst. And the twelve gates were twelve pearls; each one of the gates was a single 
pearl. And the street of the city was pure gold, like transparent glass. saw no temple in it, 
for the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb are its temple. And the city has no need of 
the sun or of the moon to shine on it, for the glory of God has illumined it, and its lamp is 
the Lamb." Now, that's what the Lord is talking about here back in Luke 16. Bo back 
there, if you will. He said, "You're going to inherit this very much greater kingdom," and 
he says, "You've got to understand that it's far greater and of far more value. This present 
earth is of little value. That one is of greatest value." 

Now second: our view and use of earthly possessions proves our faith. Our view and our 
use of this earthly life, these earthly possessions, proves our faith. That's what he means 
when he says in verse 10, "He who is faithful in the very little things," that's this life and 
its possessions, "is also faithful in much." He'll be faithful in the much, the great 
possessions we're going to inherit. He says, "When you use this life, this earth, for me 
and my glory faithfully, you're one of those who will also be faithful to me in the greater 
kingdom that's coming." You can't view it as schizophrenia here where we're one way 
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down here but we're going to go to heaven and enjoy God and the things of God in 
heaven later one day. No, if you enjoy God, you're going to enjoy him now and then 
you're going to him joy him much greater when you get to heaven. If you love God, 
you're going to love him now and you're going to love him a lot more when you get to 
heaven. If you're devoted to God, you're going to be devoted now and be devoted a lot 
more when you get to heaven. If you're going to be a manager of all that God has made, 
you'll start learning to manage stuff for God's glory now and you'll do a much better job 
when you get to manage a much greater kingdom that you'll be a part of when you get to 
heaven. Faithful in the very little things of this present world means you're one who will 
be faithful in a much greater eternal world.

You'll remember the story of the young man who was a young executive in a large 
company and he was doing very, very well and the president of the company decided he 
was going to give him a great promotion so he asked him to lunch. They had lunch 
together in the cafeteria there in the company and as they were getting their trays, they 
were putting things on their trays and back in those days they had those little 2 cent pats 
of butter. Do you remember those? If you're old like me, those little 2 cent pats of butter 
on a little white cardboard, a little wax paper on the top of it. And the boy put it on his 
tray and he did something he had learned from his father, he took his little finger and 
pushed that little 2 cent pat of butter under his napkin so he wouldn't have to pay for it. 
He pushed it under his napkin, they got all the way up to the cash register and the 
president of the company had noticed what he did and he was going to wait and see if he 
was going to pay for it. Sure enough, they rung it up, she didn't see it, it was under the 
napkin, he didn't pay for it. They sat down to lunch. They ate all their lunch and the 
president looked at that young executive and said, "Son, I want to tell you something: I 
had lunch with you today because you've done a fantastic job in this company and I was 
going to promote you to vice-president but when you got your meal, you took that 2 cent 
pat of butter and you pushed it under the napkin and you didn't pay for and if you will 
steal 2 cents from my company, you'll steal $200 from my company and $200,000 from 
my company. Not only are you not going to be promoted, you're fired." All for a little pat 
of butter. Folks, all your cars, all your properties and all your lands and all your bank 
accounts are just a little pat of butter compared to what God has got waiting for us. He 
says, "You need to understand if you're not faithful in what I've given you in this life, 
you're not one of those who is going to inherit the great and wondrous kingdom I've got 
waiting in the future, the eternal kingdom that's coming."

He says in verse 10, he continues on, "if you're unrighteous in a very little thing, you're 
unrighteous also in much." In other words, if you don't make righteous, upstanding use of 
what I have giving you to manage in this life, then you won't make righteous and 
upstanding use of the next kingdom either. It goes together. One is a reflection of how 
you'll act in the other. Your stewardship in this present earth is the example of where 
your heart is and who you honor and who you love. In other words he says, "If you're 
unrighteous in a little, you're going to be unrighteous in the next one." In other words, if 
you're down here on this earth and you're using God's stuff for your own advantage but 
not thinking about the glory of God, then that is the utmost embezzlement. That's 
embezzlement and in a sense, it's a Ponzi scheme thinking that that can happen and 
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there's not going to be a day when it all implodes on you and when the accounting day 
comes and the reckoning day comes.

Let's go to verse 11, "Therefore if you have not been faithful in the use of unrighteous 
wealth, who will entrust the true riches to you?" In other words, he's saying here, "All 
that you possess in the present world is a test. It proves what you are and it proves whose 
you are." Your view of this present world and your use of this present world will 
determine whether God gives you a part in the coming eternal world. "Pastor, I thought it 
was all of grace?" Yes, but the grace that saves you changes you and the grace that saves 
you begins to give you a different heart and a different view of and a different use of the 
stuff in this life that we have. That's what Jesus is saying. Now brothers and sisters, this is 
straight, clear, Bible preaching. I'm not making any of this up.

Verse 12, he continues on and he says, "And if you have not been faithful in the use of 
that which is another's, who will give you that which is your own?" In other words, right 
now everything that is belongs to God. You say, "Well, I work for that." I know President 
Obama tells you you didn't earn it but in a human sense you did but in the ultimate sense, 
he's right, you didn't. God made you. He gave you your mind. He gave you your eyes. He 
gave you your ears. He gave you your brain. He gave you your hands and your feet. 
Everything that you've accomplished, thank God for that, that's pleasing to God. He gave 
you the energy and the innovation and the creativity and the drive to do it. We need more 
young men to get into business like that but there must be a registration in your heart that, 
"O God, I'm a steward and it's really all yours." He says, "If you're unrighteous in the way 
you handle God's stuff he's given you down here, then certainly you're going to be 
unrighteous if I gave you the stuff that I'm going to give you later in the eternal 
kingdom."

So, well, I think he says something interesting in verse 12. Let me point this out, "If 
you're unrighteous," look at verse 12 again, "If you have not been faithful in the use of 
that which is another's, who will give you that which is your own?" The Lord seems to 
imply that while you're down here, you don't own anything, you're managers of God's 
stuff. Well, when you get to heaven, you'll have ownership. When you get to heaven, 
you'll have a part of that. That's eternal. That's where your real title deed to stuff is. Now 
Jesus is a cosigner on all of it but it's yours. It's yours. But he says, "Right down here, 
you're being tested and proven to see if you're one who will really get your own stuff later 
on." You see friend, God loves you and he's not going to give you title deed to this 
present world that's corrupted by sin, that's full of unrighteousness and soon to be 
completely destroyed. There's nothing of a title deed to if it's all going to be gone. He 
said, "I'm giving you title deed to something far, far greater and far, far better." So the 
Lord wants to bring out here that there is a testing and a proving happening by the way 
we view and use the present world. 

Well, another aspect of this, let's go to II. Loving God, not God's stuff. Loving God, but 
not loving God's stuff. We'll look at verse 13, "No servant can serve two masters; for 
either he will hate the one and love the other, or else he will be devoted to one and 
despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth." Now, what he's saying here is you 
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don't want to just attach yourself to God because you want to get advantage or gain 
advantage or possession of what God has. We've heard the old expression, "Well, she just 
married him for his money." That's what Pam did when she married me. I was making 
$50 a week right before we got married. $50 a week. Thank you for raising my salary 
through the years. "She just married him for his money." And you know, we picture in 
our minds some old guy and some beautiful young girl. Well, that's what the Lord says, 
"Don't do that to me. Don't connect to me to want to get your hands on my stuff." I 
believe there's a lot of teaching in some charismatic theology that basically teaches that 
we get connected to God that we might use the formula or learn the phrase and find out 
how we can get all this stuff.

He says, "No one can serve two masters, either he will hate the one and love the other or 
else he'll be devoted to one and despise the other." Notice how these are the antithesis, 
they cannot go together. You can't love God's stuff and love God. You've got to love God 
and use God's stuff for God. That's what he's saying. I mean, if a master hires you to 
manage his possessions, the wealthy man said, "Okay, you're going to be manager of all 
my stuff out here," but then you begin to love his stuff and you begin to lust for what he 
has, correspondingly you'll cease to love him and be devoted to him. Did you hear that? 
Now, some of you men, you have businesses, you own things, you have employees. 
Thank God for that. You just remember if you want employees to want to be devoted to 
you and advance your causes, you be devoted to your God and advance his causes. He 
gave you the stuff to start with. That's the point Jesus is making. But once you begin to 
lust for what a man has got and love his possessions, correspondingly you automatically 
turn your heart so that you're not really devoted and honoring of him and his wishes 
anymore. You're just about something. You're in it for something.

We've all had those people come through our lives, connect to our personal lives, connect 
to our businesses or connect to our churches and they had an agenda. They weren't here 
to be love and be devoted to the body or love and be devoted to the business, they had an 
agenda. They were going to be there for a while and then do their own thing. Get what 
they can and go on. Jesus says, "If you love the master, then you can manage his 
possessions and achieve his goals." But just remind yourself the earth and all that you 
have is God's and you can't love and serve God's ends if you love his stuff and don't truly 
love him. You're supposed to love him and use his stuff for his glory. 2 Timothy 4:10, 
Paul has this simple statement, "For Demas, having loved this present world, has deserted 
me and gone to Thessalonica." Interesting phrase. He had an associate, a helper named 
Demas and Demas decided he was no longer devoted to Paul, he was devoted to the 
world and so he was no use for Paul and the Master's work Paul was about. He 
disqualified himself. We need to remind ourselves that God has title deed that all that we 
have and we are his tenants. You're a tenant manager while on this earth.

Well thirdly, notice the Lord now gives a bad example, an example we don't want to be 
like, an example we don't want to follow. Look, if you will, at verses 14 and 15. Verse 
14, "Now the Pharisees, who were lovers of money, were listening to all these things and 
were scoffing at Him." The Pharisees were lovers of money. That seems like a 
contradiction. The Bible is letting you know what God saw in their hearts because the 
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Pharisees were the most rigid, strict, devoted observers of law but they were externalists. 
Their heart wasn't with God, they just put on external stuff so they'd be impressive in the 
eyes of men. So they dot all the "i's" and cross all the "t's" and jump through all the hoops 
of all these rules and laws and legalism so that they might be impressive in the sight of 
men and God said, "It doesn't mean a thing because your heart doesn't love me." Listen to 
me, God would much rather you have a heart that loves him and struggle and wrestle 
with your devotion to him in this world than to put on a parade of externalism and not 
really love him from your heart.

So these guys though they're outwardly so religious, in their hearts they didn't love God, 
they loved money. They were rank hypocrites. So what do they do? They scoff at him, 
just a mocking, scoffing, ridiculing spirit. You've been around that. It is the ugliest stuff 
on the earth. When you don't really make a point, you can't really prove your argument 
because you've been disproven, you've been exposed, you have no righteous thing to 
stand on whatsoever so you just go to mocking and you go to ridiculing. I mean, it's easy 
to ridicule than to refute because they had no basis to refute him on. Jesus' preaching 
struck their darling lust and they hated him for it. Today I may in this preaching today be 
striking your darling lust, do you hate me for it? Do you hate God for it? Are you 
standing there thinking, "O God, thank you for helping me. Thank you for helping my old 
heart stay in balance and keep things in perspective"? You see, mockery is the last resort 
of those who are exposed and rebuked by the truth. That's all they've got left. God knows 
your heart.

Verse 15, the Bible says, "And He said to them," that's these scoffing Pharisees, these 
external religionists who in their hearts love money and love things and didn't love God, 
he said to them, verse 15, "You are those who justify yourselves in the sight of men, but 
God knows your hearts; for that which is highly esteemed among men is detestable in the 
sight of God." In other words, "You've done quite well in impressing the people around 
you. They think you guys are the most devoted, spiritual people in town but what you've 
done is just put on an external, false shell. Your heart doesn't love God and that's 
detestable to God. Men may be persuaded by it, men may be fooled by it but God is not. 
He finds it detestable." It's one thing that I want to strive to be and that is to be real. Be 
real where you are. If God has blessed you with some stuff in this life, don't put on a 
façade of false humility, be what you are but be real about it. Love God and thank him for 
it and use it for God's glory but be real where you are. Don't put on something. 

I've gone over this a lot of times but I see a lot of it especially with young people, they 
get really impressed with the outward conduct of some man, some teacher because he's 
always out-humbling everybody else and, listen, T-I-M-E begins to make everything 
clear and then you begin to see the character and the conduct in the heart and you realize 
it was all a put on. God sees the heart. God knows your heart and you can do like these 
folks and parade your legalism before men as if you loved God but right the opposite is 
true. The world may bow down and praise you at your external devotion but God knows 
the difference. You deceive your fellow man but God says, "You not deceive me, I can 
see your heart." Psalm 51:6, the Psalmist says, "God desires truth in the innermost being." 
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Truth in the innermost being from the heart of hearts. You say, "Pastor, I can't change my 
heart here." No, but God can. God can. But only God can give a new heart.

IV. Forcing our way into salvation. I told the Lord that this text didn't outline real well 
and he said, "Shut up and preach my word," and so that's what I'm going to do. But it 
does actually tie together as I think if you would begin to understand what he's saying 
here. So the Pharisees are scoffing. He said some pretty cutting, blistering things here and 
then verse 16, he says, "The Law and the Prophets were proclaimed until John; since that 
time the gospel of the kingdom of God has been preached, and everyone is forcing his 
way into it." What does he mean, everyone is forcing his way into the kingdom of God? I 
think there are two sides to this coin. First of all, the worldlings, the Pharisee types, the 
religionists, I like to call them the externalists that just put on stuff to try to impress men, 
they try to force their way into God's kingdom using an arsenal of pride and law and 
works and self-righteousness but it's a Ponzi scheme; it runs out; it doesn't work; it 
collapses. God's not impressed at all because he's looking at the heart.

But I think the true child of God, now listen to me, true Christians, true believers are also 
forcing their way into the kingdom of God. What do I mean by that? I mean once they 
see the truth, they fight and do whatever it takes to find him and know him and walk with 
him. It's a fight too. It's a fight. Now listen carefully, don't you misunderstand me: the 
true children of God force themselves into the kingdom by fighting through the legalisms, 
the works teachings, the outward externalism and religions that are pushed on you and 
then you have the enemies of your own lusts, of the world, of the flesh and the devil. You 
have to fight through that, force through that, if you will, to find simple faith in Jesus 
Christ. How many of you have journeyed through valley after valley, trial after trial, 
difficulty after difficulty only to break through on the other side and find salvation by 
grace through faith alone? I mean, it's a fight sometimes. We've had people that have sat 
under my preaching for years and have said, "Pastor, you just don't know the years I've 
sat under legalism and religion and laws and I know it's by faith but I have to fight and 
discipline myself and rebuke my thinking to simply embrace Christ by faith."

So Jesus is writing to a people now you understand, these people had been dominated, 
domineered over by these cold, external legalists called the Pharisees and I think Jesus is 
saying, "If you're going to come to the real kingdom of God, you've got to fight through 
all that stuff and find me." I'm not suggesting in any way that salvation is by works and 
neither is our Lord suggesting that but I'm going to tell you: there's a fight to faith. Do 
you understand that? There's a fight to faith. Jesus said to strive to enter by the narrow 
gate. It kind of reminds me of those fellows that when Jesus was teaching in the house 
that day and everybody was packed around the house, you couldn't even get close to the 
door and they had a friend of theirs who was a paralytic. He was crippled and they went 
up to the roof and they began digging and tearing it out. You know, there had to be mud 
and debris and dust and straw falling all over Jesus and everybody and they lowered the 
guy into the room. They fought to get him to Jesus. They forced their way in, if you will. 
The woman with the hemorrhage, the Bible says she took her last measure of strength and 
fought through the crowd to touch the hem of his garment. Some of you are not yet 
converted and the world is pulling on you and friends are pulling on you and legalism is 
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pushing on you and lust is trying to control you and you need to keep fighting and find 
Christ. Rest in him and look totally and devotedly to him. Philippians 2:12 says to work 
out your salvation with fear and with trembling.

So there is a mysterious paradox to the quest of faith. Now listen to what I'm saying: 
there is a mysterious paradox. Well, I shouldn't say paradox, seeming paradox, alright? A 
seeming paradox to the quest of faith. First, it's simple and quick. If you will turn to 
Christ knowing you're a sinner, knowing you're offensive to a holy God and embrace 
Christ in faith, you're saved. Justification is yours. Settled. Sealed. Done. Justification by 
faith. But secondly, most of us have to fight to get past the lies, the distortions and the 
distractions that are all around us. Then when we do come to rely in faith on Christ alone, 
that's justification, now listen to me, listen to me: then you have to fight in faith to live 
like a true child of God in this world. That's a fight too, is it not? Sanctification, 
progressive sanctification, which is after justification but  always after justification is the 
fight. It's sometimes hard to get up and come to church and be faithful, isn't it? 
Sometimes it's hard to be disciplined and study your Bible. Sometimes it's hard to humble 
yourselves and honor God the way you ought to honor him. But my friend, if there is not 
some of that in you, you didn't get justification. If you don't have some sanctification, you 
didn't get any justification. That's why Jesus is saying this. He's saying, "There ought to 
be something in you that begins to understand that you're a manager, you're a steward 
down here and what you are and what you have down here is for God and his glory." He 
says, "If there is not something of that there, you didn't get real justification and you're 
not going to be entrusted with the true eternal kingdom that's coming." Justification is 
always inseparably connected to sanctification and to be sanctified for God in this 
godless world is a progress and it's a fight. By the way, are you listening to your pastor? 
Praying a prayer, a so-called sinner's prayer, is not biblically an assurance of your 
salvation. Coming to the front and shaking hands with the pastor biblically speaking is 
not an assurance of salvation. Raising your hand during the revival meeting and checking 
a card in a biblical sense is not an assurance of your salvation. Biblically as Jesus has so 
pointedly and clearly pointed out in this text and it's so clear in many, many other texts, 
when you begin to see your heart is changing, when you begin to see your love for the 
world is changing and your love for God is growing, when you begin to see a deeper and 
richer desire to say, "God, I want you pleased and you glorified. None of this is really 
mine anyway." When you start seeing that in your heart, that is a progression of 
sanctification and that is the assurance of salvation. Are you hearing me? That does not 
save you, it just assures you that you are a saved one. Are you with your pastor this 
morning? Sanctification biblically speaking is the assurance of salvation.

Now be careful, there is no external code for all of us. What if this guy, if he can do this, 
this and this then he's got his assurance. No, this guy is as different from this one and this 
one is different from that one and that one is different from that one. It kind of depends 
on where you come from, what you've been exposed to, what are the strongholds you're 
working out of. But can you say this morning in your heart of hearts, "The Spirit of God 
by the word of God has enabled me to see that everything is God's, everything is for 
God's glory"? This is not a measure of whether or not you've got a $20,000 car or 
$50,000 car, that's secondary. It's the heart that God is concerned about. Is your heart 
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God's? You know, when the Apostle Paul was talking to the cold, stingy, fleshly, shallow 
church at Corinth and he was challenging them to get ready to give a big missions 
offering and he used the example of the Macedonians, how they gave in their poverty, 
they didn't have much and they gave anyway and then he said, "But they first gave 
themselves to God." That's the key. That's the evidence you're looking for, "Is my heart 
beginning to treasure and joy in God and not so much treasure and joy in this world?"

Some of you come out of spiritual backgrounds that are weak or that were wrong and you 
want to grow in your sanctification. It's been true in every generation since the Lord was 
on the earth and that is that you sometimes have to fight to find a congregation you can 
grow in Christ in. It's a fight. We've had people move so they'd not be in a church where 
they can really feel like they're going to grow and be taught and be preached and there's 
something of a semblance of at least a genuine spiritual biblically defined body life. 
That's a fight. You come out of a weak Christian setting and changing to one that's sound 
is a fight. You have friends. You have traditions. You have sentimental things. You have 
family. You have fleshly comforts. It's something of a fight to pull out of that and get to 
where you can anchor your life in a place where you can grow. But just the very fact that 
you're drawn that way is evidence of sanctification.

Now, the hypocritical Pharisees, they worked and thought that they might use religion to 
gain their own power and gain possessions in this present world. The true child of God 
works and fights that he might overcome the lust that still remains in the old redeemed 
humanity we're housed in but he wants to fight that and he wants to fight these strong 
attachments to the present world so that he might gain eternal treasure in the kingdom yet 
to come because you mark it down in your book, the Lord couldn't be any clearer: if you 
think you're going to possess the things of this life and this world as if they're really 
yours, then you're just going to throw a little tithe tip to God every now and then to keep 
God happy like God is a bulldog or something and you want to keep him off your ankles. 
I'm going to tell you what: you're a fool. You'd don't just throw God a tithe tip. He said, 
"The earth is mine." 

Where is your heart? I told you, I have to do it often. I'm going to challenge you to do it 
this morning, "Lord, that house is yours. Lord, that real estate is yours. Lord, that 
business is yours. That car is yours." Sometimes I want to say, "And the bank. It's yours 
and the bank's. But in your heart it's yours and God, I just want to say one more time, I'm 
a steward. I enjoy the common grace gifts you give me but, Lord, let me be mindful these 
are not my treasure and these are not my joy." Now, if he's given you much, praise him 
for it. Don't feel guilty about that. Some people think, you know, I get so frustrated at this 
naïveté about how we can know if we love the world or not. Wouldn't it be simple if, 
well, I don't want to say it that way but if there was just a code that says, "Okay, nobody 
can have a house that costs over $100,000 or you're unspiritual." We'd all be at 99, just 
under $100,000. "Alright, you can drive a car up to $23,500 but no more than that or 
you're worldly, you're not spiritual. You can buy a dress up to this amount by this 
designer but not these other ones. If you do that, then you're worldly." You see, that's 
what happens when you get into legalism nonsense. Then it ends up even worse, 
"Mascara this way but you can't wear it that way. Your skirt has got to be like this and it 
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can't be like that." By the way, they ought to be longer. They ought to be longer. A little 
bit off holiness in God's church. But nevertheless, we're not going to go by that legalism 
nonsense, amen? It's the heart and I've known a bunch of people that had almost nothing 
and looked so humble and they loved themselves and they loved the world and I've 
known people that have had millions and I believe their heart loves God. You just can't 
figure it out, amen? It's the heart. But you'd better have a disciplined policy in your life 
that says, "Lord, it's all yours." I'm telling you, Pam and I have worked hard so that we 
might be able to be comfortable in the latter years but God may not want that. We may 
have to surrender it up. I don't know. But I can tell you this, I'm working to say, "God, it's 
yours. It's yours." And I want you to be with me in this journey for the glory of God.

Let's just pray together, heads bowed and eyes closed. This might be a new thing for you 
but if you're a child of God, don't make it the last time. I'm asking you this morning to 
say, "O Lord, I just yield to you today that it's all yours." Tell him. "Lord, it's all yours. 
I'm a steward. I'm a manager. I won't take it with me. It's temporal. It's destined to be 
destroyed and you have the title deed to every bit of it: the cars, the land, the houses the 
furniture, every stock investment, every CD, everything in the bank. Lord, I yield and 
agree again together that it's yours." 

Now listen: there is no church hierarchy that's over your stuff, you're over the stuff God 
has given to you. There is no committee. There is no government. It's your responsibility 
to manage it. Nobody else is going to force you to do anything but you make sure in your 
heart of hearts that you're a humble and faithful manager of the stuff God has given you. 
It's the way you view it and the way you use it that illustrates if you're one fit for the 
eternal kingdom, heaven that's coming.
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