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James 1:1-4 1  James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, to the twelve 
tribes which are scattered abroad, greeting. 2  My brethren, count it all joy when ye 
fall into divers temptations; 3  Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh 
patience. 4  But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and 
entire, wanting nothing. !
1a  James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, !
We must start James by understanding something about the author. !

Acts 12:1-2 1  Now about that time Herod the king stretched forth his hands to vex 
certain of the church. 2  And he killed James the brother of John with the sword. !
Acts 12:17  But he, beckoning unto them with the hand to hold their peace, declared 
unto them how the Lord had brought him out of the prison. And he said, Go shew these 
things unto James, and to the brethren. And he departed, and went into another place. !

The author of the epistle, James, is James the brother of Jesus, not James the son of 
Zebedee.  !
James was one of the twelve apostles. !

Matthew 10:2-4 2  Now the names of the twelve apostles are these; The first, Simon, 
who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother; James the son of Zebedee, and John his 
brother; 3  Philip, and Bartholomew; Thomas, and Matthew the publican; James the 
son of Alphaeus, and Lebbaeus, whose surname was Thaddaeus; 4  Simon the 
Canaanite, and Judas Iscariot, who also betrayed him. !

James was in the earthly family of Jesus Christ. He was Mary and Alphaeus' (a.k.a., 
Cleophas’) son.  !

Mark 15:40-41 40  There were also women looking on afar off: among whom was 
Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James the less and of Joses, and 
Salome; 41  (Who also, when he was in Galilee, followed him, and ministered unto him;) 
and many other women which came up with him unto Jerusalem.  !
John 19:25  Now there stood by the cross of Jesus his mother, and his mother's sister, 
Mary the wife of Cleophas, and Mary Magdalene. !

(James was identified as “the less” which may mean “the little” as he was likely smaller 
in stature than James the son of Zebedee.) !
Paul identifies James as the brother of Jesus Christ and as one of the leaders at 
Jerusalem within the church there. !

Galatians 1:18-19 18  Then after three years I went up to Jerusalem to see Peter, and 
abode with him fifteen days. 19  But other of the apostles saw I none, save James the 
Lord's brother. 
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Galatians 2:9  And when James, Cephas, and John, who seemed to be pillars, 
perceived the grace that was given unto me, they gave to me and Barnabas the right 
hands of fellowship; that we should go unto the heathen, and they unto the 
circumcision. !
Acts 15:12-21 12  Then all the multitude kept silence, and gave audience to Barnabas 
and Paul, declaring what miracles and wonders God had wrought among the Gentiles by 
them. 13  And after they had held their peace, James answered, saying, Men and 
brethren, hearken unto me: !
Acts 21:17-19 17  And when we were come to Jerusalem, the brethren received us 
gladly. 18  And the day following Paul went in with us unto James; and all the elders 
were present. 19  And when he had saluted them, he declared particularly what things 
God had wrought among the Gentiles by his ministry.  !

1b to the twelve tribes which are scattered abroad, greeting. !
James writes to the Jews who were dispersed across the known world. (This is another 
reason for believing that the letter was written by James the less because the gospel had 
spread at that point to the dispersed Jews.) !
2  My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations; !
Divers: poikilos: motley that is various in character: - divers manifold.  !
Temptations: peirasmos: a putting to proof (by experiment [of good], experience [of 
evil], solicitation, discipline, or provocation); by implication adversity: - temptation × 
try.  !

1 Corinthians 11:23-27 23  Are they ministers of Christ? (I speak as a fool) I am 
more; in labours more abundant, in stripes above measure, in prisons more 
frequent, in deaths oft. 24  Of the Jews five times received I forty stripes save 
one. 25  Thrice was I beaten with rods, once was I stoned, thrice I suffered 
shipwreck, a night and a day I have been in the deep; 26  In journeyings often, in 
perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils by mine own countrymen, in perils 
by the heathen, in perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, 
in perils among false brethren; 27  In weariness and painfulness, in watchings 
often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and nakedness. !
Hebrews 11:36-38 36  And others had trial of cruel mockings and scourgings, 
yea, moreover of bonds and imprisonment: 37  They were stoned, they were sawn 
asunder, were tempted, were slain with the sword: they wandered about in 
sheepskins and goatskins; being destitute, afflicted, tormented; 38  (Of whom the 
world was not worthy:) they wandered in deserts, and in mountains, and in dens and 
caves of the earth. !!
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Jesus Christ revealed the blessings of persecution in the beatitudes. !
Matthew 5:10-12 10 Blessed are they which are persecuted for 
righteousness' sake: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 11  Blessed are ye, when 
men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil 
against you falsely, for my sake. 12  Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your 
reward in heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets which were before you. !
Luke 6:22-23  22 Blessed are ye, when men shall hate you, and when they 
shall separate you from their company, and shall reproach you, and cast out 
your name as evil, for the Son of man's sake. 23  Rejoice ye in that day, and leap for 
joy: for, behold, your reward is great in heaven: for in the like manner did their fathers 
unto the prophets. !

Paul repeatedly counsels the recipients of his letters about suffering for the sake of Jesus 
Christ. !

Romans 8:18  For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not 
worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us. !
Philippians 1:27-30 27  Only let your conversation be as it becometh the 
gospel of Christ: that whether I come and see you, or else be absent, I may hear of 
your affairs, that ye stand fast in one spirit, with one mind striving together for 
the faith of the gospel; 28  And in nothing terrified by your adversaries: 
which is to them an evident token of perdition, but to you of salvation, and 
that of God. 29  For unto you it is given in the behalf of Christ, not only to believe 
on him, but also to suffer for his sake; 30  Having the same conflict which ye saw 
in me, and now hear to be in me. !

Peter confirms that Christians will suffer as Jesus Christ did. !
1 Peter 1:6-8 6  Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a season, if need be, 
ye are in heaviness through manifold temptations: 7  That the trial of your 
faith, being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with 
fire, might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ: 
8  Whom having not seen, ye love; in whom, though now ye see him not, yet believing, 
ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory: !
1 Peter 4:13-16 13  But rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ's 
sufferings; that, when his glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad also with 
exceeding joy. 14  If ye be reproached for the name of Christ, happy are ye; 
for the spirit of glory and of God resteth upon you: on their part he is evil 
spoken of, but on your part he is glorified. 15  But let none of you suffer as a murderer, 
or as a thief, or as an evildoer, or as a busybody in other men's matters. 16  Yet if any 
man suffer as a Christian, let him not be ashamed; but let him glorify God 
on this behalf. !!
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We are different from the world. When we suffer, or are persecuted, or are reviled, or 
are reproached for the the cause of Jesus Christ, we are to be joyful, happy, and rejoice. 
The Christian knows that these are temporary things and are signs of salvation as both 
Paul and Peter state. !
3-4  Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience. But let 
patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire, wanting 
nothing. !
The outcome of suffering trials and temptations for Jesus Christ and for the gospel is to 
be patience. !

Romans 5:3-5 3  And not only so, but we glory in tribulations also: knowing that 
tribulation worketh patience; 4  And patience, experience; and experience, hope: 5  
And hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad in our 
hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us. !

Suffering trials and temptations produces glorying in the child of God because they 
should recognize those things as proof of the work of God by the Holy Ghost in their 
lives. Patience, through experience, becomes hope. !

Psalms 37:7-9  Rest in the LORD, and wait patiently for him: fret not thyself 
because of him who prospereth in his way, because of the man who bringeth wicked 
devices to pass.  8  Cease from anger, and forsake wrath: fret not thyself in any wise 
to do evil. 9  For evildoers shall be cut off: but those that wait upon the LORD, they 
shall inherit the earth. !
Ecclesiastes 7:8  Better is the end of a thing than the beginning thereof: and the 
patient in spirit is better than the proud in spirit. !

John Gill on verse 4 …the saints are very imperfect in themselves, and are very 
far from being complete in soul, body, and spirit; and want many things, and are 
wanting in many things, both in the exercise of grace, and in the discharge of duty; but when 
patience has had its perfect work, and has been tried to the uttermost, and is found right, 
and has held out to the end; then shall the saints be perfect in holiness and happiness, 
and be entire, whole, and complete; as they will be in the resurrection morn, both 
in soul and body, and will want no good thing, and will be free from every sorrow, 
nor will they be deficient in any service… !
The word “perfect” used by James here means complete, or fully grown, or mature. The 
work of patience is maturity. We are only made perfect by the work of Jesus Christ and 
only grown in grace to maturity by the work of the Holy Ghost. Suffering through trials 
and temptations into patience and hope is part of the work of God to mature his 
children. !

Galatians 6:9  And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall 
reap, if we faint not.
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